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THE 

PROCEEDINGS 

O  F    T  H  E 

Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons. 


^^N  January  I9,   1744,  the  Malt  Bill  was    ^^no  i?. 
read  the  third  Time,  and   pafTed.     The  Geo  11.  1-44. 
"^  Houfe  was  moved.    That  an   A61  made  w— ^"V*-^ 
in   the  4th  Year  of  the   Reign  of  King 
_     Edward  III.  intituled,    "   A  Parliament 
"  fball  be  holden  once  every  Year  j'^*  and  alfo  that  an 
A<St  made  in  the  36th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  King 
Edward  IK.  iniiiuled,   "A  Parliament  ihall  be  holden 
*'  once  in   the  Year,"  might  be  read  ;  and  the  fame 
being  read  accordingly,  Thomas  Carew^  ECq;  flood  up,  Debate  on.  a 
and  fpoke  in  Subflance  as  follows :  Motion  for  an- 


Sir, 


Bual  Parlia- 
ments. 


'  From  the  Compromife  that  happened  about  the  Thomas  Carsw, 
Beginning  of  this  Seiiion,  and  the  great  Things  that  E%j 
were  faid  to  be  ftipulated,  by  thofe  who  were  then 
coming  into  Power,  It  might  have  been  expected,  that 
the  Motion  I  am  to  conclude  with,  woukl  have  come- 
from  .another  Quarter,  and  that  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe 
would,  long  before  nov/,  been  palled  into  a  Law, 
Whether  our  new  Miniflers  and  qumdc^m  Patriots,  did 
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Anno  1?.  really  ftlpulate  any  Thing  in  Favour  of  their  Country, 
Ceo.  II.  1744.  or  in  Favour  of  that  Caufe  they  feemed  to  glory  in 
^  efpoufing,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  from  what  has  hitherto 
appeared,  they  feem  to  have  ftipulated  nothhig  but 
Places  for  themfelves.  Whatever  may  be  in  this,  I 
am  refolved  to  put  them  to  the  Trial  ;  and  from  the 
Fate  of  the  Queftion  I  am  to  propofe,  I  fhall  determine, 
whether  our  prefent  new  Minifters  deferve  all  the  hard 
Names  they  have  themfelves  fo  liberally  beftowed  upon 
thofe  they  have  now  fupplanted,  as  well  as  the  hard 
Names  they  formerly  lavilhed  upon  thofe  they  have  now 
joined  with.  Thcfe  hard  Names  they  muft  not  expert 
to  evade,  by  giving  a  fimple  Vote  for  this  Queftion,  or 
any  Queftion  of  the  like  Nature  :  The  World  is  now 
too  clear-fighted,  to  be  impofed  on  by  fuch  grofs  EHf- 
fimulation  :  The  Queftion  muft  be  carried,  and  efFedu- 
ally  carried,  or,  otherwife,  they  ought  to  throw  up 
the  Places  they  have  fo  raftily  accepted,  and  declare 
againft  thofe  with  whom  they  lately  fo  raftily  united. 
I  fay  raftily,  Sir,  for  if  they  are  not  refolved  to  defert 
the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  I  muft  fay,  it  was  rafti  in  them, 
to  unite  with  thofe  who  have,  for  fo  many  Years,  de- 
clared againft  it,  without  fome  very  particular  and  ex- 
prefs  Stipulations  in  Favour  of  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country. 

'  What  may  now  be  the  Way  of  thinking  with  fome 
Gentlemen  amongft  us,  about  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country,  I  ftiall  not  pretend  to  determine.  Sir  j  but  if 
People's  Way  of  thinking  can  be  learned  from  their 
Speeches  and  Declarations,  I  am  very  certain,  that  their 
former  Way  of  thinking  was,  that  the  Liberties  of  this 
Country  could  not  be  preferved,  unlefs  fome  proper 
.Methods  ftiould  fpeedily  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
Effect  of  minifterial  Corruption,  both  in  Parliament 
and  at  Eleflions ;  and  that  the  moft  proper  and  effectual 
Method  for  this  Purpofe,  was  to  make  Ele<Sfions  as  fre- 
quent as  poflibje.  1  his,  I  am  fure,  was  formerly  their 
Way  of  thinking:  I  hope  it  is  fo  ftill  ;  but  whether  it 
it  is  fo  or  not,  it  is  a  right  Way  of  thinking,  and  there- 
fore I  fii»li  conclude  what  I  have  now  to  fay,  with  a 
Motion  for  returning  to  our  antient  Method,  of  having 
a  new  Parliament  every  Year  chofen.  That  this  was 
Qur  antient  Confiitution  cannot  be  difputed,  becaufe  it 

is 


is  fo  exprefsly  declared  by  two  A£is  of  Parliament  In  -Aono  iS. 
Edward  the  Illd's  Reign,  That  a  Parliament  fhall  be  ^^°-  "'  ^74^. 
annually  holden  ;  and  every  one  knows  that  long  Pro- 
rogations or  Adjournments  were  not  then  introduced 
or  known  :  fo  that  the  Meaning  of  both  thefe  Laws 
muft  be,  that  a  Parliament  (hould  be  every  Year  f/.iofen 
as  well  as  held,  which  is  the  Opinion  of  all  thofe  that 
have  wrote  upon  the  Subject ;  and  if  we  confider  the 
Nature  and  Bufinefs  of  this  Aflemblj,  it  is  certainlj 
agreeable  to  Reafon  it  fhould  be  fo. 

'  The  Members  of  this  Houfe,  Sir,  are  the  great  and 
general  Inquilitors  of  the  Nation:  We  are  to  take  No- 
tice of,  and  to  take  proper  Methods  for  redreffing  all 
the  Grievances  that  occcur,  whether  they  be  fuch  as 
relate  to  the  Kingdom  in  general,  or  fuch   as  relate  to 
the  particular  Counties,  Cities,    or  Boroaghs  we  re- 
prefent.     Now,  as  Grie^'ances  are  almoft  annually  oc- 
curring, and  as  fome  Grievances  are  the  more  difficult 
to  be  removed,  the  longer  they  continue  ^  therefore  it 
is  neceflary  we  fhould  vifit  our  Conftituents,  at  leaft^ 
once  a  Year,  to  know  their  Sentiments,  and  to  examine, 
upon  the  Spot,  the  Grievances  they  complain  of;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  expe(£led,  unlefs  you  make  the  Ele£lions 
annual  ;  for  we  find  by  Experience,  that  after  Gentle- 
men are  once  chofen  for  a  long  Term  of  Years,  they 
fix  their  Abode  in  this  City,  and  feldom  revifit  their 
Conftituents,  till  it  becomes  necelTary  for  them  to  go 
down  to  fo  licit  their  Votes  at  a  new  Ele£^ion.     Nay, 
fmce  the  Eftabliihment  of  Septennial  Parliaments,  wq 
have  often  had  Gentlemen  in   this  Houfe,  who  never 
faw  the  Borough  that  fent  them  hither,  nor  knev/  an/ 
Thing  of  its  Conftitution  or  Intereft,  perhaps  could  not 
recollecSt  its  Name,  till  they  looked  into  the  printed 
Lifts  of  Parliament,  for  their  own  Name,  and  there 
found  they  reprefented  fuch  a  Borough. 

'  Another  Part  of  our  Bufmefs,  Sir,  is  to  reprefent 
to  our  Sovereign  the  Sentiments  of  our  ConftitueotSs 
with  regard  to  the  Meafures  he  is  advifed  by  his  Mini- 
fters  to  purfue,  as  well-as  with  regard  to  the  Perfons  he 
employs  in  the  executive  Part  of  the  Government,  ff 
we  ever  think  of  doing  this  faithfully  and  fincerely,  we 
muft  vifit  our  Conftituents  at  ieaft  once  a  Year,  becaufe 
every  Year  produces  fome  new  Meafure^  a,nd  every  Year 
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Anno  18.  rome  new  Perfons  are  introduced  into  public  Bufinefs. 
Geo.  ir.  1744.  This,  I  fay,  is  another  Part  of  our  Duty,  and  when  it 
*  is  faithfully  or  fincerely  performed,  it  is  of  great  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Prince  upon  the  Throne,  becaufeit  pre- 
vents his  being  led  on  in  a  Track  of  unpopular  Meafures, 
till  both  he  and  his  Minifters  are  overwhelmed  in  the 
Torrent  of  popular  Refentment,  which  often  happens 
in  arbitrary  Countries,  where  the  Prince  is  tumbled 
headlong  from  his  Throne,  before  he  knows  any  Thing 
of  his  having  purfued  unpopular  or  wrong  Meafures  ; 
whereas,  had  he  had  timely  Information,  he  might  have 
reftored  himfelf  to  the  Love  and  AfFecStion  of  his  Sub- 
je61s,  by  making  a  jufl:  Sacrifice  of  his  wicked  Counfel- 
iors  to  the  Refentment  of  his  oppreiTed  People.  As  the 
Prince  can  have  no  Interefl  feparate  from  his  People, 
his  Intereft,  if  he  rightly  confiders  it,  muft  lead  him  to 
gain  the  Love  and  Efteem  of  his  People,  and  to  avoid 
every  Thing  that  may  give  them  Difcontent :  It  is, 
therefore,  his  Intereft  to  have  always  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons that  knows,  and  will  faithfully  and  fpeedily  repre- 
fent  to  him  the  Complaints  and  Grievances  of  his  Peo- 
ple ;  but  this  is  directly  oppofite  to  the  Intereft  of  his 
Minifters.  In  all  Countries,  and  in  this  as  much  as  any 
other,  Minifters  have  an  Intereft  feparate  from  that  of 
the  People  :  They  are  for  enriching  themfelves,  their 
Families,  Tools,  and  Sycophants,  at  the  Expence  of 
the  People  ;  and  it  is  their  Bufmefs  to  keep  all  the  Ave- 
nues to  the  Throne  ftiut  up  againft  the  Complaints  of 
the  People,  left  the  Prince  fliould,  as  every  wife  one 
will,  facrifice  them  to  his  own  Security  :  Minifters  muft, 
therefore,  be  for  having  always  a  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  either  docs  not  knov/,  or  will  not  faithfully  repre- 
fent  to  their  Sovereigii  the  Complaints  and  Grievances 
of  the  People;  and  as  we  are  much  more  affected  with 
what  we  fee,  than  with  what  we  only  hear  of,  it  is  the 
Bufmefs  of  a  Minifter  to  prevent  the  Members  of  this 
Houfe,  if  poflible,  from  ever  feeing  their  Conftituents; 
becaufe,  the  lefs  we  are  affefted  with,  the  more  eafily 
we  may  be  prevailed  on,  to  conceal  from  our  Sovereign, 
or  even  to  mifreprefent  to  him,  the  Complaints  of  the 
People. 

'   Thus,  Sir,  it  is  apparently  the  Intereft  of  the  King, 
it  is  apparently  the  Intereft  of  the  Country,  to  have 
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fliort  Parliaments,  and  frequent  general  Eleflions ;  but      Anno  if. 
it  is  apparently  the  Intereft  of   Minifters,    efpecially  ^'^°-  ^^-  »744' 
wicked  Minifters,  to  have  Parliaments  as  long,  and 
neral  Elections  as  feldom  as  polTible  ;  therefore,  I  hope, 
it  will  be  granted,  that  Annual  Parliaments  are  more 
agreeable  to  the  Reafon  of  Things,  and  the  Nature  of 
our  Conftitution,  than  Parliaments  of  any  longer  Du- 
ration ',  and  of  this  we  muft  be  convinced  even  to  De- 
monftration,  if  we  will  but  confider.  that  we  are,  pro- 
perly fpeaking,  the  Attorneys  of  the  People.     Is  it  pru- 
dent, is  it  reafonable,.  that  any  Man  Ihould  give  a  Pewer 
of  Attorney  irrevocable  for  a  long  Term  of  Years  ? 
Shall  a  whole  People  do  what  would  be    the  Height  of 
Foolifhnefs  in  every  Individual  ?  The  PevOple,  or  at  leafr 
fuch  of  them  as  have  any  Knowledge  of  public  Affairs, 
and  by  fuch  the  reft  are  generally  governed :  J  fay,  the 
People  may  guefs  at  v/hat  Sort  of  Bufinefs  is  to  come 
before  the  next  enfuing  Seflion  of  Parliament,  and  they 
hiay  chufe  an  Attorney,  who,  they  think,  has  Capacity 
and  Integrity  enough  for  tranra61:ing  that  Sort  of  Bufi- 
nefs for  them  ;  but  they  cannot  fo  much  as  guefs  at  what 
may  come  before  Parliament  in  a  Courfe  of  feven  Years, 
nor  can  they  depend  upon  the  Continuance  of  any  Man's 
Integrity  for  fuch  a  Number  of  Years.     It  is   therefore 
moft  unnatural  and  unreafonable  to  force  the  People  to 
give  an  irrevocable  Pov/er  of  Attorney  for  fuch  a  lonjr 
Term.     The  Pradice  was  firlt   introduced   under  the 
Reign  of  Richard  II.  and  was  approved  of  by  a  Parlia- 
ment, that  in  every  laftance  betrayed   the  Liberties  of 
the  People  they  reprefented,  and  facrificed  the  Intertft 
of  their  Country  to  the  violent  Paffions  of  their  Sove- 
reign, and  the  infatiable  Avarice  of  his  Minifters.   They 
concealed  frorrfhim,  or  mifreprefented,  the  Difcontents 
and  Murmurings  of  his  People ;  and  thereby  led   him 
into  a  deceitful  Security,  which  foon  ended  in  his  Ruin, 
and  the  Advancement  of  the  Duke  of  H^reford^  or  ra- 
ther Lancajiert  to  the  Throne,  wiihout  any  other  Tit  e 
than  that  of  having  refcued  the  People  from  Slavery. 

'  This,  Sir,  was  the  Fate  of  the  Prince  who  iirft  in- 
troduced long  Parliaments ;  and  therefore  from  Expe- 
rience, as  well  as  Reafon,  we  may  be  convinced,  that 
fhort  Parliaments,  and  frequent  general  Elections,  are 
fnoft  for  the  Intereft  of  the  Kuig  ;  but  unluckily  the 
B  3      "  Intereft 
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Anno  it,  Interefl;  of  Minifters  lies,  as  I  have  faid,  upon  the  other 
Geo  II.  1744^  gj^4e  of  the  Queftion,  not  only  for  the  Sake  of  prevent- 
ing the  Members  of  this  Houfe  from  being  affe6ted  with 
the  Cries  and  Groans  of  the  People,  but  for  another 
Reafon,  which  is  ftill  more  efFedual  for  their  wicked 
Purpofes ;  I  mean,  that  of  Corruption.  From  the 
very  Principle  adopted  by  all  wicked  Minifters,  that 
every  Man  has  his  Price,  it  is  evident  to  a  Demonftra- 
tion,  that  minifterial  Corruption  may  be  more  fuccefs- 
ful  at  Eie(Sl:ions  when  they  are  but  rarely  to  happen, 
than  when  they  occur  annually  j  and  that  a  Minifter 
may  mote  probably  obtain  a  corrupt  Majority  in  a  long 
Parliament  than  a  Ihort  one.  To  draw  the  Comparifon 
between  Annual  and  Septennial  Parliaments,  and  firfl: 
with  regard  to  Ele(9;ions.  In  every  County,  in  every 
little  Borough  4>f  the  Kingdom,  it  mufl  be  granted, 
that  there  are  fome  Gentlemen  who  have  a  natural  In- 
tereft  :  They  are  acquainted  with  and  efteemed  by  the 
leading  Men  in  the  County  or  Borough;  and  many  of 
the  lower  Ciafs,  perhaps,  fupport  their  Families  by  the 
Employment  they  have  from  fuch  Gentlemen  and  their 
Friends.  If  Elections  were  allowed  to  go  in  their  na- 
tural Courfe,  fuch  Men  only  would  be  chofen,  and  of 
fuch  thofe  Gentlemen  would  be  chofen,  who  had  the 
greateft  natural  Intereft ;  but  againft  fuch  an  one  a 
Court  Candidate,  with  the  Treafury  at  his  Back,  comes 
to  fet  up,  and  to  fet  up  upon  thd  minifterial  Principle, 
that  every  Man  has  his  Price  ;  which,  for  Argument's 
Sake,  I  fhall  allow  to  be  a  true  one,  and  I  am  forry,  it 
has  of  late  Years  been  fo  much  confirmed  by  Experience. 
Suppofe  then,  that  every  one  of  the  Electors  in  this 
County  or  Borough  has  his  Price  ;  yet  furely  it  will  not 
be  pretended,  that  all  have  an  equal  Price,  or  that  a 
'Man  in  tolerable  Circumftances  will  facrifice  his  Coun- 
try, bis  Friend,  and  his  Charadler,  or  aTradefman  his 
Employment,  for  what  appears  to  him  to  be  a  Trifie. 
We  muft  therefore  ruppofe,  that  a  Man  whofe  Price  is 
[even  Guineas^  will  not  fell  his  Vote  for  one^  nor  will  a 
Man,  whofe  Price  is  700,  fell  his  Vote  for  one  Hundred, 
Now  fuppofe  the  Treafury  could  fecure  a  Majority  in 
this  Borough  for  feven  Guineas  a  Man,  this  they  may 
fpare  to  give  for  a  fevcn  Years  Parliament,  but  cannot 
fpare  to  give  {0  much  every  Years  therefore  in  Annual 
'■'     ■       -  Parlia'. 
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Parliaments  this  Borough  will  return  to,  and  be  govern-     Anno 
ed^in  its  £le6lion  by,  what  we  call  the  natural  Interefl-,    ^'^°'  ^^-  '744 
whereas,  in  Septennial  Parliaments,  it  will  always  be 
governed  by  Corruption. 

*  I  know  it  may  be  faid.  Sir,  that  a  Man  who  fells 
his  Vote  for  /even  Guineas  to  a  Septennial  Parliament 
Candidate,  will  fell  it  for  one  to  an  Annual  Parliament 
Candidate ;  becaufe  he  knows,  he  may  fell  it  for  the 
fame  Price  yearly,  and  an  Annuity  of  one  Guinea  yearly, 
is  better  than /even  Guineas  twery  /even  Years  ;  but  this, 
I  am  convinced,  will  by  Experience  be  found  to  be  falfe. 
It  is  the  Largenefs  of  the  Sum  that  dazzles  both  the  Ava- 
ritious  and  Luxurious,  Who  feldom  think  of  Futurity  : 
If  they  did,  they  would  never  fell  their  Vote  at  any 
Price  ;  becaufe,  they  know,  that  thofe  who  purchafe 
muft  fell,  and  that  by  felling  their  Votes  they  render 
not  only  their  Liberties  but  their  Properties  precarious. 
Befides,  no  Man  can  be  aflured  of  having  an  Opportu- 
nity to  fell  his  Vote  the  next  enfuing  Year,  and  much 
lefs  can  he  be  fure  of  felling  it  yearly  for  feven  Years 
to  come  :  He  may  die  before  the  next  Election  :  The 
Adminiftration  may  be  changed,  and  a  nev/  one  fet  up, 
that  does  not  ftand  in  Need  of  Corruption  :  A  Spirit 
may  arife  in  his  Borough,  that  may  render  it  impoffible 
for  any  Man  to  hope  for  Succefs  by  Corruption  ;  and 
without  Hopes  of  Succefs,  no  Man  will  be  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  corrupting  :  Many  other  Accidents  may  hap- 
pen for  difappointing  him  of  ever  having  another  Op- 
portunity to  fell  his  Vote  at  an  Eiedion  ;  and  if  fo,  for 
the  Sake  of  one  Guinea,  or  fome  fuch  paltry  Sum,  he 
flands  branded  as  long  as  he  lives  with  the  Chara(5ler  of 
an  infamous  venal  Betrayer  of  his  Country.  I  therefore 
think,  we  may  with  great  Certainty  conclude,  that 
though  a  Man  may  be  tempted  to  (d\  his  Vote  for  feven 
Guineas  to  a  Septennial  Parliament  Candidate,  he  will 
difdain  to  fell  his  Vote  for  one  Guinea  to  an  Annual 
Parliament  Candidate  ;  and  confequently  that  it  is  much 
eafier  for  a  Minifter  to  get  the  Command  of  a  Majority 
of  our  Ele6tions,  when  they  recur  but  once  in  (Qven 
Years,  than  it  would  be,  if  they  were  made  to  recur 
annually. 

'  Now,   Sir,   with   regard   to   Parliaments,    by   the 

fame  Way  of  arguing  we  muft  be  convicced,  that  it  is 
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Anno  it.  eafier  for  a  Minifter  to  gain  a  corrupt  Majority  in  a 
Geo.  II.  1744*  Septennial  than  in  an  Annual  Parliament.  Here  again 
it  muft  be  allowed,  that  difFerent  Men  have  different 
Prices ;  and  that  a  Man  v^ho  will  fell  his  Vote  in  Par- 
liament for  7000/.  or  even  for  3500/.  would  difdain  to 
fell  his  Vote  for  one  Thoufand.  Suppofe  then  a  Minifter 
fhould  not  trouble  his  Head  with  Eledions ;  but  truft, 
as  a  late  Minifter  wantonly  faid,  to  the  Buying  of  the 
Members  after  they  were  brought  up  to  Market ;  and 
that  by  this  Means  a  Majority  had  been  chofe  upon  the 
Country  Intereft :  In  thefe  Circumftances,  the  Minifter 
muft  prefentiy  apply  himfelf  towards  buying  off  fuch  a 
Number  of  that  Majority,  as  may  be  neceffary  to  throw 
the  Majority  upon  his  Side  of  the  Queftion  ;  and  is  it 
not  evident,  that  in  this  Attempt  lie  may  more  pro- 
bably fucceed  in  a  Septennial  than  in  an  Annual  Parlia- 
ment? In  the  former,  if  he  offers  a  Penfion  of  a  looo 
or  500/.  a  Year  as  long  as  the  Gentleman  continues  a 
Member,  it  is  immediately  confidered  as  a  Sum  of 
7000/.  or  3500/.  to  be  paid  in  feven  Years;  but  in  the 
latter,  it  can  be  confidered  only  as  "Siftngle  Thoufand^ 
or  2,f^ngle  500/.  becaufe  the  Gentleman  who  accepted 
of  it,  and  upon  that  Account  defertcd  the  Intereft  on 
which  he  was  chofen,  would  certainly  be  thrown  out 
upon  the  next  general  Election.  The  Minifter's  Sue- 
cefs  would  therefore  be  evidently  more  precarious  in  the 
latter  than  \x\  the  former  Cafe  ;  and  the  Precarioufnefs 
of  his  Succefs  would  add  to  the  Difficulty  of  his  At- 
tempt, becaufe  it  would  make  Gentlemen  more  fhy 
than  they  other  wife  would  be,  to  accept  of  any  Offers 
he  could  make'. 

'  I  hup,  i  think.  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  minifterial 
Corruption  may  be  more  pjevalent  in  a  Septennial  Par- 
liament, than"  it  coijld  be,  were  our  Parliaments  annu- 
ally ciiofen  ;  and  the  Mifchief  is,  befides  many  others, 
that  Corruption  within  Doors  fpreads  Corruption  with- 
'our.  When  a  Gentleman  nods  he  can  get  500  or  lOoo/. 
a  Year  for  his  Vote  in  Parliament,  he  thinks  no  more 
of  improving  or  preferving  his  naturaMntereft  in  his 
Borough  :  He  trufts  to  Corruption  alone  for  his  next 
Election  j  and  the  Penfion  or  Salary  he  has  from  the 
Public,  enables  him  to  outbid  any  Gentleman  who  fets 
up  upon  the  Country  Iniereft,  and  has  nothing  but  his 
r  ,    •      3    ^-  s     -  ■  owrj 
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own  private  Fortune  for  fupporting  his  Expence.     To     Anno  18. 
this  T  fhall  add,  Sir,  that  Corruption  within  Doors  con-  ^^  •"•  im- 
tributes  not  a  little  towards  the  Succefs  of  minifterial  ^-— v— — ' 
Corruption  without.     When  a  Gentleman  of  Family 
and  Fortune  gets  into  Parliament,  let  him  vote  there  in 
never  fo  abandoned  a   Manner,  he  will   ftill  preferve 
fome  natural  Intereft  in  that  Part  of  the  Country  where 
his  Family  has,  perhaps,  for  Ages,  lived  in  great  Efteem  : 
This  natural  Intereft  is  of  Courfe  brought  in  Aid  of 
minifterial   Corruption,    at  all  the  EJedtions   in  that 
Country  ;  and  againft  thefe  two  joined  together,  it  re- 
quires a  very  extraordinary  and  unufual  Spirit  of  Li- 
berty to  carry  any  Eleftion. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  our  Septennial  Parliaments 
be  any  longer  continued,  I  fhall  not  wonder  to  fee  the 
Minifter's  Letters  of  Recommendation,  with  refpeft  to 
the  Choice  of  any  Candidate,  as  implicitly  obeyed  in 
all  our  Counties,  Cities,  and  Boroughs,  as  the  King's 
Conge  d'Elire  is  now  in  the  Chapters  of  our  Epifcopal 
Cathedrals  ;  and  if  this  ihould  ever  come  to  be  our  Cafe, 
I  fhall  look  with  Indignation  upon  every  Man  who  pre- 
tends to  be  a  free  Briton.  The  very  Pretence  would  be 
an  Infult  upon  the  Underftanding  of  him  it  was  ad- 
dreiTed  to.  We  (hould  be  all  Slaves  :  God  knows  to 
whom;  but  I  hope,  it  never  will  be  to  any  Minifter 
from  Hanover.  I  fay,  I  hope,  it  never  will  be  to  any 
Minifter  from  Hanover  ;  though  it  is  hard  to  tell  what 
a  corrupt  Parliament  may  not  do,  what  a  corrupt  Na- 
tion may  not  fubmit  to.  Happen  what  will,  I  am  re- 
folved,  while  I  live,  to  endeavour  to  prevent  fuch  a 
difmal  Cataftrophe  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  conclude  with 
moving /or  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enforce  the  Calling 
of  a  new  Parliament  every  Tear,  after  the  Expiration  af 
this  prefent  Parliaments'  \ 

The.  Motion  was   fcconded  by   tlumphry  Sydenham^. 
Efq;  who  fpoke  to  this  EfFed  : 
'  Sir, 
*  The  Danger  our  Ccnftitution  is  in  from  Corrup    Humpbry 
tion,  has,  by  late  Experience,  been  made  fo  evident,  s 
that  if  there  be  a  Gentleman  amongft  us  who   is  void 
of  any  Apprehenfions  of  that  Kind,   I  fhall  very  freely 
pronounce  hira  void  of  all  Concern  for  the  Liberties  of 

his 
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Anno  i2,  hls  Countfy.  I  muft  therefore  take  it  for  granted,  that 
Geo.  II.  2744.  eygj-y  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  is  of  Opinion,  that 
"■"'■'""•''  "  —  fomething  ought  to  be  done  for  preventing,  or,  at  leaft, 
ieilening  the  EfFe£l  of  minifterial  Corruption,  both  at 
Ele£l:ions  and  in  Parliament ;  and  my  Hon.  Friend  who 
made  you  this  Motion,  has  fo  elearly  ftiewn,  that  An- 
nual Parliaments  will  be  the  moft  effedual  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  that,  I  thinlc,  I  need  not  add  any  Thing  to  what 
he  has  faid  upon  that  Head.  Indeed,  the  Propofition 
is  fo  felf-evident,  that  it  ftands  in  no  need  of  any  II- 
luftration ,  and  therefore,  I  (hall  confine  what  I  have 
to  fay  to  the  Chara£ter  and  Morals  of  the  People.  Sir, 
the  better  Sort  of  People  in  this  Country  have  always, 
till  of  late  Years,  been  remarkable  for  their  Bravery, 
Generofity,  and  Hofpitality,  and  thofe  of  inferior  Rank, 
for  their  Honefty,  PVugality,  and  Induftry.  Thefe  are 
the  Virtues  which  raifed  this  Nation  to  that  Height  of 
Glory,  Riches,  and  Power,  it  had  once  arrived  at  5 
but  thefe  Virtues  are  every  one  of  them  in  Danger  of 
being  utterly  extinguiftied  by  minifterial  Corruption  at 
Eledions  and  in  Parliament.  For  provifjg  this,  I  have 
no  Occafion  to  appeal  to  any  Thing  but  Experience. 
Under  the  late  Adminiftration,  the  Decay  of  every  one 
of  thefe  Virtues,  and  the  Caufes  of  that  Decay,  became 
fo  vifible  to  every  thinking  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  that 
the  whole  Nation,  except  the  very  Tools  of  the  Mini- 
fter,  joined  in  putting  an  End  to  his  Power,  and,  thank 
God  !  with  the  Help  of  a  very  extraordinary  Conjunc- 
ture at  Court,  we,  at  laft,  in  fome  Degree  fucceeded 
in  our  Endeavours,  For  thisReafon,  I  fay,  I  need  not 
appeal  to  any  Thing  but  Experience,  for  fliewing  what 
an  Effed  public  Corruption  has  upon  private,  as  well 
as  public  Virtue  ;  but  as  it  may  be  proved  by  Reafon, 
as  well  as  Experience,  and  as  i  think  it  neceiTary  to 
take  Advantage  of  every  Argument  that  can  be  thought 
of,  for  eftabliftiing  the  Truth  of  this  Propofition,  I 
Ihall  beg  Leave  to  confider  feparately  every  one  of  the 
Virtues  I  have  mentioned,  in  order  to  (hew,  from  the 
Keafon  of  Things,  how  neceflarily  it  muft  decay,  in 
Proportion  as  public  Corruption  is  introduced  j  and,  firft, 
with  regard  to  Courage  or  Bravery. 

'  Though  Courage   or  Refolution,  Sir,  depends   in 
fome  Meafure  upon  the  Nature  or  Conftitution  of  the 
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Man,  yet  ft  may  be  very  mudi  increafed  or  dimi-  Anno  i?. 
niflied  by  Cuftom  and  Education,  and  efpecially  by  Geo.  H.  1744. 
public  Rewards  beftowed  upon,  or  refufed  to  thofe  who 
have  fhewn  any  remarkable  Degree  of  it  in  the  Service 
of  their  Country.  In  former  Times,  and  when  we 
had  an  honelt  and  wife  Adminiftration,  the  chief  Me- 
thod by  which  our  Nobility  and  Gentry  couid  recom- 
mend tbemfelves  to  the  Efteem  of  their  Country,  or 
the  Favour  of  their  Sovereign,  was  by  their  Courage  and 
military  Capacity  ;  and  the  fame  Coniideration  made 
them  take  Notice  of  thofe  that  were  in  any  Station  be- 
low them,  which  propagat-ed  a  brave  and  military  Spi- 
rit among  all  Ranks  of  Men  in  the  Kingdom.  In 
thofe  Days,  our  Minifcers  did  not  defire  any  Man  in 
Parliament  to  vote  as  they  dire£led :  They  defired  no 
Man  to  vote  but  according  to  the  Di6l:ates  of  his  own 
Confcience  j  and,  therefore,  they  never  thought  of  re- 
warding thofe  who  approved,  much  lefs  of  punifhing 
thofe  who  difapproved  of  their  Meafures  in  Parliament. 
At  Elections  again,  though  a  Seat  in  Parliament  was 
ialways  reckoned  honourable,  yet  as  it  was  in  antient 
Times  reckoned  rather  burdenfome  than  profitable, 
there  was  never  any  violent  Competition  at  the  Ele<Slion, 
and,  confequently,  the  Perfon  chofen  never  thought 
himfelf  much  obliged  to  thofe  who  voted  for  him,  nor 
did  they  fo  much  as  expecl:  any  Favours  from  him  upon 
that  Account  alone.  But  no  fooner  did  Minifters  be- 
gin to  folicit  the  Votes,  inflead  of  convincing  the  Rea- 
fon  of  the  Members  of  Parliament,  than  they  began  to 
think  themfelves  obliged  to  reward  thofe  who  complied 
with  their  Solicitation  ;  and  foon  after  this  Pra6lice  was- 
intro viUced,  a  Seat  in  Parliament  became  profitable  as 
well  as  honourable,  which  of  courfe  begot  violent  Com- 
petitions at  Elections ;  and  this  made  Voters  begin  to 
claim  a  Merit  with  thofe,  in  Favour  of  whom  they  gave 
their  Vote  at  any  Election. 

Hinc  prima  mail  labes ' 

*  From  thenceforth.  Sir,  the  natural  Channel,  through 
which  all  public  Honours  and  Preferments  iloweJ,  oe- 
gan  to  be  difufed,  and  betraying  our  Country  to  the 
Will  of  a  Minifter  in  Parliaments  or  at  Eiedions,  began 
%o  be  the  only  Channel  through  which  a  Man  could  cx- 
'  ■  pea 
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Anno  1 8.     pe£i  any  Honour  or  Preferment.     When  this  began,  or 
Geo.  IT.  1744.  whether  it  has  not  met  with  fome  Interruptions  fmce 
'  it  firft  began,  I  fhall  not  determine  ;  but  this  I  will  fay, 
that  it  never  became  fo  apparent  as  it  did  under  the  late 
Adminiftration ;  and  I  wifh  we  may  not  fatally  feel  the 
Confequences  of  it  in  the  War  we  are  now  engaged  in. 
The  natural  Courage  of  Englijhmen  is  not  by  any  Dif- 
couragements  to  be  abfolutely  extinguiftied  ;  but  I  wilh 
it  may  not  have  taken  a  wrong  Turn:  I  wifh  we  may 
not  find,  that  the  Courage  of  our  Men  is  become  rather 
an  avaritious  than  an  ambitious  Courage,  and  that  Men 
now  feek  to  raife  by  their  Courage  their  private  For- 
tunes, rather  than  their  own  or  their  Country's  Glory ; 
for  if  that  be  the  Cafe,  we  may  make  good  Pirates  or 
Maroders,  but  we  fhall  never,  while  this  Spirit  remains, 
make  good  Soldiers  or  Seamen  \  and  no  Man,  I  believe, 
can  expe61;,  that  we  (hould  be  able  to  put  a  glorious 
End  to  the  War,  either  by  Piracy  or  Maroding.     Cou- 
rage, Sir,    like  many  other  good  Qualities,    becomes 
laudable  only  according  to  the  ^Ufe  that  is  made  of  it, 
and  the  Motives  upon  which  it  is  founded  ;  for  a  Man 
who  ventures  his  Life  with  no  other  View  but  that  of 
raifing  his  own  private  Fortune,  differs  from  a  common 
Highwayman  in  nothing  but  this,  that  the  one  plunders 
according  to  Law,  the  other  againft  it.     When  I   fay 
this.  Sir,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  thought,  that  I  intend 
to  reflect  upon  any  of  thofe  brave  Men  who  have  ven- 
tured their  Lives  in  taking  Prizes  from  the  Enemies  of 
their  Country  ;  for  as  they  thereby  weaken  the  Enemy, 
it  is  a  public  Service  as  well  as  a  private  Advantage  j 
and  when  the  firft  of  thefe  Motives  is  their  chief  In- 
ducement, which,  I  hope,  it  always  is,  with  regard  to 
the  Officers  at  leaft,  they  defer ve  the  Efleem  and   Ap- 
plaufe  of  their  Country.     From  fuch  Gentlemen   we 
may  expe£l  an  equal   Behaviour,   where  nothing  but 
Blows  and  Triumphs  are  to  be  got  from  the  Enemy  ; 
but  this  is  rot  to  be  expedled  from  thofe  who  have 
nothing  but  the  Prize  in  View. 

'  This  Sort  of  Courage,  which 'proceeds  from  fordid 
Avarice,  I  have  mentioned,  Sir,  only  to  (hew,  that  we 
are  not  to  fuppofe,  that  ail  the  bold  Actions  we  read  of 
in  our  Journals,  proceed  from  that  true  and  generous 
Spirit  of  Courage,  by  v/hich  our  Anccflors  were  a6^u- 
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ated  ;  nor  are  we  to  judge  of  the  Spirit  of  a  People  from  Anno  iS. 
what  appears  in  their  regular  Armies  or  Navies,  beeaufe  ^^°-  ^^'  *744' 
a  Spirit  of  Courage  may  for  fome  Tim.e  be  preferved  in 
the  Armies  or  Navies  of  a  Country,  after  it  has  been 
induftrioufly  deprefled  among  all  other  Ranks  of  Men. 
The  only  Way  to  judge  in  this  Cafe,  is,  to  confider 
the  Condu(Sl  and  Behaviour  of  the  Gentlemen  of  For- 
tune in  their  Country,  the  Methods  they  take  to  re- 
commend themfelves  to  the  Efteem  of  their  Country, 
and  the  Qualifications  which  recommend  thofe  of  infe- 
rior Rank  to  their  Favour;  and  from  thefe  Confidera- 
tions  we  muft  conclude,  that  the  antient  Spirit  of  the 
People  of  this  Nation  is  now  almoft  entirely  extindt. 
Do  we  now  fee  any  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  who  is  not 
of  the  Army  or  Navy,  endeavouring  to  recommend 
himfelf  by  his  Courage  or  military  Knowledge  ?  Do 
we  now  hear  of  the  Armies  of  foreign  Princes  being 
encouraged  by  the  Example  of  a  Croud  of  EngUJh  Vo- 
lunteers ?  Do  we  now  hear  of  any  Gentleman's  encou- 
raging his  Tenants  and  Servants  to  make  themfelves 
Mafters  of  military  Difcipline,  or  conferring  diftin- 
guifhed  Favours  upon  thofe  who  have  fhewn  great  Cou- 
rage and  Refolution  upon  any  Occafion  ?  Few  fuch  Ex- 
amples are  to  be  met  with  in  our  prefent  Story ;  and 
the  Reafon  is  plain  :  All  public  Favours  are  now  be- 
ftowed  upon  Voting,  not  Fighting  :  If  a  Man  be  qua- 
lified to  vote,  he  has  no  Occafion  for  any  other  Quali- 
fication. And  of  late  Years,  even  in  our  Army  or 
Navy,  it  has  appeared  to  be  the  beft  Qualification  for 
intitling  a  Man  to  Preferment,  We  muft  therefore 
demolifh  this  Superflrudtiire  that  has  been  raifed  by  Cor- 
ruption :  We  muft  render  it  impoilible  for  a  Minifter 
to  expert  to  gain  a  Majority  in  Parliament  or  at  Elec- 
tions, either  by  Bribery,  or  by  a  proper  Difpenfation  of 
Places  and  Preferments :  I  fay,  we  muft  do  thi?,  if  we 
intend  to  reftore  that  Spirit  of  Bravery,  by  v*'hich  our 
Anceftors  preferved  their  Liberties,  and  gained  fo  much 
Glory  to  their  Country  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe  nothing 
can,  in  my  Opinion,  be  fo  effectual  as  the  Reftoration 
of  Annual  Parliaments. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Generofity  and  Hofpitality  of 
our  Nobility  and  Gentry,  every  one  knows,  that  by 
long  Parliaments,  and  corrupt  Eledtions,  they  have  been 
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Anno  18.  baniftied  almoft  intirely  out  of  the  Country ;  for,  I  hope^ 
^^^J^'JZ^^j  it  will  not  be  called  Generofity,  to  give  a  Country  Fel- 
low, by  exprefs  Bargain,/"'!/^  or  ten  Guineas  for  his  Vote 
at  an  Election ;  and  as  little  will  it,  I  hope,  be  called 
Hofpitality,  to  make  a  County  or  a  Borough  drunk, 
once  in /even  Years,  by  Way  of  Preparation  for  an  en- 
fuing  Eledtion.  In  former  Times,  moft  of  our  Noble- 
men and  Gentlemen  lived  at  their  Country  Seats,  where 
they  often  generoufly  relieved  fuch  of  the  Poor  in  their 
Neighbourhood  as  were  in  any  real  Diftrefs ;  and  they 
daily  entertained  their  Friends  and  Neighbours  at  their 
Houfes,  not  with  luxurious  and  extravagant  Feafts,  but 
with  a  plentiful  and  hofpitable  Table.  By  thefe  Me- 
thods they  recommended  themfelves  to  the  Favour  of 
their  County,  or  of  fome  neighbouring  City  or  Borough  ; 
and  in  Return,  if  they  defired  it,  they  had  fometimes 
the  Honour  conferred  upon  them  of  reprefenting  it  in 
Parliament,  which  being  butof  fhort  Duration,  it  never 
induced  them  to  think  of  altering  their  Method  of  Liv- 
ing, or  of  leaving  their  Seat  i^n  the  Country.  But  fmce 
the  lntrodu6tion  of  Septennial  Parliaments,  and  with 
them,  of  courfe,  the  Practice  of  downright  Bribery  at 
all  Eie^Slions,  this  Method  of  Living  has  been  intirely 
altered,  and  no  Wonder  it  fhould  be  fo;  for  fuppofe  a 
Gentleman  to  have  lived  in  the  moft  generous  and  hof- 
pitable Manner  in  his  County,  or  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  his  Borough  :  Sunpofe  fuch  a  Gentleman  fets  up  for 
their  Reprefentative  :  Down  comes  a  Courtier  with  his 
Pockets  full  of  public  Money,  and  offers  the  EleiStors, 
or  fuch  of  them  as  will  vote  for  him,  /even  Guineas  a 
Man  :  By  fuch  an  Offer  the  Country  Gentleman'^s 
Friendfliip,  his  Generofity,  his  Hofpitality,  are  all  at 
once  effaced  out  of  the  Memories  of  moft  of  them,  and 
he  is  thereby  defeated  of  his  Eledion.  Is  it  not  natural 
for  fuch  a  Gentleman  to  refolve,  not  to  put  himfelf 
any  more  to  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  being  generous 
and  hofpitable  ?  The  Favour  of  his  Countrymen  he  fees 
muft  be  purchafed,  not  won  ;  therefore  he  refblves  to 
contrail  his  Expence,  in  order  to  prepare  the  proper 
Ammunition  for  the  next  Ele<9:ion  ;  and  if  he  fucceeds, 
bfing  then  affured  of  his  Seat  in  Parliament  for  kvtn 
Years,  and  fenfible  that  living  in  the  Country  can  be 
of  no  Service  to  him  in  any  future  Ele(Slion,  he  retires 
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with  his  Family  to  Londoyi^  and  refolves  to  depend  upon     Anno  i8. 
Bribery  alone  for  his  Succefs  in  every  future  Eledion.     p^^.  ii.  1744. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  an  End  is  put  to  the  Generofity  and  ' 
Hofpitality  of  that  Gentleman,  and  thus  an  End  has 
already  been  put  to  the  Generofity  and  Hofpitalty  of 
moft  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  the  King- 
dom ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  Evil,  for  this  Change  of 
a  Country  Life  into  a  Town  Life,  has  introduced  a 
new  Sort  of  Expence,  which  is  of  the  moft  pernicious 
Confequence  to  the  Kingdom  in  general,  and  to  the 
Landed  Intereft  in  particular.  By  the  antient  Country 
Hofpitality  a  great  deal  was,  it  is  true,  confumed,  hoc 
the  Confumption  was  all  our  own  :  Almoft  the  Whole, 
excepting  a  few  Spiceries,  was  the  Produce  of  our  owa 
Farmers  \  whereas  the  Expence  attending  a  Town  Life, 
is  moftly  laid  out  on  Things  of  foreign  Importation, 
and  moft  of  them  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  tend  to  deprive 
us  of  every  good  Quality  we  have  left  amongft  us. 
One  modern  polite  iiupper  in  Town,  with  a  Set  of 
Italian  Muficians  to  entertain  the  Companv,  will  now 
coft  as  much,  as  would  formerly  have  hofpitably  enter- 
tained a  whole  County  for  a  Week  ;  with  this  Differ- 
ence, that  the  Expence  of  the  latter  centered  chiefly  in 
the  Pocket  of  the  neighbouring  Farmers,  v;hereas  the 
Expence  of  the  former  centers  chieny  in  the  Pocket  of 
Foreigners,  and  tbofe  Foreigners,  perhaps,  who  are  our 
moft  dangerous  Enemies. 

'  When  I  confider  this,  Sir,  I  do  not  wonder  at  the 
heavy  Complaints  we  hear  among  the  Farmers  in  all 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  for  want  of  a  Market  for  their 
Goods,  nor  do  I  wonder  at  fo  many  of  them  becoming 
Bankrupt.  A  Man  of  Fortune,  who  lives  in  London^ 
may,  in  Plays,  Operas,  Routs,  AfTemblies,  French 
Cookery,  French  Sauces,  and  French  Wines,  fpend  as 
much  yeaily,  as  he  could  do,  were  he  to  live  in  the 
moft  hofpitable  Manner  at  his  Seat  in  the  Country ; 
but  will  any  one  fuppofe,  there  is  as  much  Malt,  Meat, 
Bread,  or  Poultry  confumed  in  his  Family  ?  Will  any 
one  fuppofe,  that  the  Poor,  or  even  the  Farmers  and 
Tradefmen  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  his  Country  Seat, 
confume  as  much,  when  tney  have  nothing  but  what 
they  take  from  their  own  Table,  as  when  they  had  his 
Hall  to  feaft  in  ?   What  a  Diminution  then  in  Country 
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Anno  i§.  Confumptlon  mufl:  the  retiring  of  one  great  Family 
Geo,  n. 2744-^  make?  What  a  Diftrefs  muft  be  brought  upon  a  Coun- 
ty, efpecially  if  remote  from  London^  when  all  its  rich 
Families  repair  to  live  conftantly  in  this  City  ?  Sir,  the 
fatal  Confequences  brought  upon  our  Land  Eftates,  by 
thus  tempting  our  rich  Families  to  live  conftantly  in 
London,  are  fo  glaring,  that  I  (hall  v^ronder  to  fee  any 
Landed  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  oppofe  the  Motion  ; 
and  if  any  of  them  do,  I  iliall  be  very  apt  to  fuppofe, 
they  have  fome  other  Income,  lefs  honourable,  though^ 
perhaps,  more  pundual ;  for  that  Annual  Parliaments 
would  fend  moft  of  our  rich  Families  to  the  Country, 
and  reftore  our  antient  Generofity  and  Hofpitality,  is  a 
Queftion  that  can  admit  of  no  Difpute;  becaufe  no 
Gentleman  could  then  preferve  his  Intereft  in  his  Coun-' 
ty,  City,  or  Borough,  but  by  going  to  live  amongft 
them  ;  and  if  by  negle<Sling  to  live  there,  he  ftiould  be 
turned  out  of  Parliament,  I  believe,  the  moft  courtly 
Dame  could  hardly  prevail  upon  the  moft  uxorious  Huf- 
hand  to  live  in  London^  after  having  nothing  to  do  there 
but  to  fee  Jier  play  at  ^adrille, 

'  I  now  come.  Sir,  to  thofe  good  Qualities  or  Vir- 
tues, for  which  the  inferior  Rank  of  our  People  were 
formerly  very  remarkable  :  Thefe  I  have  faid  to  be 
Honefty,  Frugality,  and  Induftry  ;  and  as  to  every  one 
of  thefe,  the  Manners  of  our  People  have  been  very 
much  altered  by  the  Introdu6tion  of  Septennial  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  Corruption  and  violent  Conteftation  at 
Elections,  which  have  thereby,  ofcourfe,  been  propa- 
gated through  the  whole  Kingdom.  With  regard  to 
the  Honefty  of  the  People,  perhaps  an  Inftance  may 
here  and  there  be  found  of  a  Man  who  a£l:s  honeftly 
and  fairly  in  private  L/ife,  and  yet  has  made  it  his  Prac- 
tice to  fell  his  Vote  at  all  Eleftions  to  the  beft  Bidder  ; 
but  I  will  fay,  that  fuch  a  Man's  Honefty  proceeds 
more  from  his  Fear  of  the  Gallows  than  from  any  na- 
tural Difpofition  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  few  Men 
jump  at  once  into  the  Height  of  Wickednefs.  They 
generally  begin  with  little  venial  Sins,  and  move  by 
Degrees  to  the  moft  aggravating  Crimes.  Do  not  moft 
of  the  Wretches  that  fuft'er  at  Tyburn  tell  us,  that  they 
began  their  wicked  Courfes  with  a  Breach  of  the  Sab- 
bath ?  This  is  none  of  the  moft  heinous  Sort  of  Crimes  j; 
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bitt  the  Danger  confifts  in  the  firft  Incroachment  upon  ,  Anno  18. 
Conrciencci  for  being  once  got  into  a  wicked  Courie,  ^^°v^^'^74^ 
they  feldom  flop  at  the  Tbremold.  In  the  iame  Man-  *-*^^ 
ner,  a  Man  who  fells  his  Vote  at  an  Ele6\ion  to  a  Can- 
didate who,  he  thinks,  will  fell  his  Country  in  Parlia- 
ment, muft  be  fenfible  he  has  committed  a  Crime  :  In 
{o  doing  he  certainly  acts  againft  his  Confcience,  and, 
by  this  Means,  his  a£ting  againO:  his  Confcience  be- 
comes familiar  to  him,  which  prepares  him  for  the 
committing  of  any  Crime  he  thinks  he  may  be  fafe  in  ; 
and  then  if  he  commits  no  Crime  in  private  Life,  it  is 
not  for  want  of  Will,  but  for  want  of  Opportunity  : 
He  is  honeft,  juft  as  fome  Women  are  chafte.  only  be- 
caufe  they  never  had  an  Opportunity  to  be  otherwife. 
The  only  Difference  is,  that  he  becomes  wicked  by 
Cuftom,  whereas  they  are  fo  by  Nature.  We  fliould 
therefore,  in  order  to  preferve  the  Honeily  of  our  Peo- 
ple, prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  a  Man's  being  tempted 
to  fell  his  Vote  at  an  Eledion  ;  and  the  be  it  Method 
for  doing  this,  will  be  to  reftore  Annual  Parliaments, 
becaufe  no  Candidate  will  then  be  at  the  Expence  of 
corrupting,  efpecially  as  he  cannot  expert  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  a  Minifter  after  he  is  chofen. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Frugality  of  the  Peo- 
ple, we  know  by  Experience,  that  what  People  get  by 
felling  their  Votes  at  an  Eledtion^  is  generally  fpent  in 
Extravagance  ;  and  being  once  led  into  an  extravagant 
Manner  of  Living,  few  of  them  ever  leave  it,  as  long 
as  they  have  a  Penny  to  fupport  it.  By  this  Means  they 
are  led  into  Neceflities,  and  having  once  broke  in  upon 
their  Confcience,  by  felling  their  Vote  at  an  Ele6lion, 
they  are  the  lefs  Proof  againft  thofe  Temptations  they 
are  expofed  to  by  their  Neceffities;  fo  that,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  many  a  poor  Man  in  this  Kingdom  has  been 
brought  to  the  Gallows  by  the  Bribe  he  received  for 
his  Vote  at  an  Election.  Befides,  as  all  the  little  Places 
^nder  the  Government  have  of  late  been  beftowed  upon 
pliable  Voters  at  Eledions,  without  requiring  any  on© 
other  Quality  to  recommend  them,  fuch  Vorers  gene- 
rally difli  pate  their  own  Subftance,  in  Hopes  of  being 
afterwards  provided  for  by  fome  little  Place  in  the  Go* 
vernmenti  and,  by  the  Example  of  fuch  Voters,  many 
of  their  Neighbours  are  led  intQ  the  (kme  extravagant 
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Anno  I?.       Courfe  of  living,  which,  I  believe,  is  oire  great  Cauf^ 
Geo  II.  1744-    of  that  Luxury,  which  now  (o  generally  prevails  among 
the  lower  Sort  of  People. 

'  The  fame  Caufes,  Sir,  that  promote  the  People's 
Extravagance,  prevent  their  being  induftrious.  Whilft 
a  little  Country  Freeholder  or  Tradefman  is  fpending 
in  Extravagance,  his  infamous  Earnings  at  an  Ele6lion, 
he  difdains  to  think  of  honeft  Induftry  or  Labour  ;  and 
being  once  got  out  of  the  Road  of  Induftry,  many  of 
them  can  never  find  their  Way  into  it  again.  If  fuch 
Fellows,  are  not  provided  by  the  Court  Candidate,  who 
was  chofen  by  their  Venality,  with  feme  little  Poft  in 
the  Government,  which  all  expe6t,  but  few  are  fo 
lucky  as  to  meet  with,  they  foon  become  Bankrupt, 
are  thrown  into  Prifon,  and  their  Families  become  a 
Burden  upon  the  Country,  which  they  have  fold  and 
betrayed.  This  is  the  Fate  of  moft  of  them  ;  and  as  to 
thofe  Vv'ho  happen  to  be  provided  for,  their  good  Luck 
k  of  the  moft  pernicious  Conftquence  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood, becaufe  it  encourages  others  to  become  venal,  ia 
Hopes  of  meeting  with  the  fame  good  Fortune;  for,  in 
this  Cafe,  it  is  the  fame  as  in  a  Lottery  :  People  over- 
look the  Thoufands  that  are  unfortunate,  and  take  No- 
tice only  of  the  happy  Few  that  get  the  great  Prizes  : 
If  it  v.'ere  not  for  this  unaccountable  Humt)ur  in  Man- 
kind, no  I'/ian  would  be  an  Adventurer  in  a  Lottery  ; 
jio  Man,  even  in  this  corrupt  Age,  would  fell  his  Vote 
at  an  Eled:ion.  But  whilft  this  Humour  remains, 
v^^hich  it  v/ill  do  as  long  as  the  Race  of  Man  fubfifts,. 
there  will  be  Adventurers,  there  v.?ill  be  Sellers:  There 
is  no  preventing  it  but  by  demolifi:iing  the  Market;, 
and  thi?,  I  think,  will  be  the  EfFed:  of  the  Bill  now 
propofed  to  you,  if  it  be  pafled  into  a  Law  r  It  will  de- 
moiifh  the  Market  of  Corruption,  both  in  this  Houfe,. 
and  at  every  Eledtion  in  the  Kingdom ;  for  Minifters 
will  not  then  corru^pt,  becaufe  they  can  expe6l  no  Suc- 
cefs  by  Corruption;  and  though  little  Conteffs  may 
now  and  then  happen  among  Country  Gentlemen,  yet 
they  will  never  be  fo  violent  as  to  occafion  CorruptitDn 
on  either  Side  of  the  Queftion. 

'  On  the  contrary,  Sir,   I  believe,  very  few  Contefls 

will  ever  happen  among  the  Country  Gentlemen  ;  for 

in  every  County,  City,  and  Borough  in  the  Kingdom, 
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the  chief  Families  will  come  to  a  Compromife  amongil:  Anno  i^. 
themfelves,  and  agree  to  take  the  Honour  by  Turns  of  Geo.  ll.  1744. 
reprefenting  it  in  Parliament.  No  Man  will  grudge  L— — v— — ^ 
his  Neighbour  the  Honour  for  one  Year,  when  he 
knows,  he  is  to  have  the  fame  Honour  the  next  Year, 
qr  in  a  Year  or  two  after  ;  efpecially  when  that  Honour 
is  to  be  attended  with  no  Expectation  of  any  Poft, 
Place,  or  Penfion  from  the  Crown,  unlefs  he  can  re- 
commend himfe'f  to  it  by  fome  other  Qualification. 
Whereas,  when  a  Gentleman  is  to  be  chofen  into  Par- 
liament for  fcven  Years,  and  when  his  being  a  iV'Iem- 
ber,  without  fo  much  as  the  Appearance  of  any  other 
Qualification,  is  known  to  be  fufficient  for  recommend- 
ing, or  rather  intitling  him  to  fome  Place  of  great  Profit 
under  the  Crown,  I  do  not  wonder  at  his  cfcen  meet- 
ing with  a  violent  Oppoiition.  The  Length  of  the 
Term  makes  any  fuch  Compromife  as  I  have  mentioned 
impolHble,  which  of  courfc;  creates  him  Antagonifls 
among  thofe  who  are  only  ambitious  of  the  Honour  ; 
and  the  Expectation  of  Advantage  creates  him  Antago- 
nifts  among  thofe  who  are  refolved  to  make  their 
Market,  l^his  generally  begets  a  violent  Oppofition, 
and  if  the  Antagon^  be  one  of  the  latter  Sort,  he  ge- 
nerally has  Recourfe  to  Bribery  ;  for  as  he  is  refolved 
to  fell,  he  makes  no  Scruple  to  purchafe,  if  he  thinks 
he  can  purchafe  for  lefs  than  he  may  fell. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Caufes  why  we  find  fuch  vio- 
lent Contefts  about  E!e6lions  to  Septennial  Parliaments; 
and  as  all  thefe  Caufes  would  ceafe  the  Moment  we 
made  our  Parliaments  annual,  I  think,  it  is  next  to 
a  Demonflration,  that  in  Elections  for  Annual  Parlia- 
ments there  could  be  no  violent  Oppohtion,  and  much 
lefs  any  Bribery  or  Corruption.  Therefore,  if  v/e  have 
a  Mind  to  reftore  the  Practice  of  thofe  Virtues,  for 
which  our  Anceflors  were  fo  confpicuous,  and  by  which 
they  handed  down  to  us  Riche-^^,  Glory,  Renown,  and 
Liberty,  we  muft  reftore  the  Guftom  of  having  Parlia- 
ments not  onlv  annually  held,  but  annually  cholen. 
It  was  a  Regulation  reftored  and  eftablifhed  by  one  of 
the  greatefl  and  wifefl  Princes  that  ever  fwayed  the 
Scepter  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and  no  one  can  fay,  that 
this  Regulation  is  inconfiftent  with  the  State  vf  War 
we  are  now  in,  or  may  be  ia  at  the  End  af  this  prefenc 
'    C  z  Pallia- 
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Anno  iS.  Parliament ;  for  I  am  far  from  pretending  to  determine, 
Geo.  II.  1744.  ^^^^  ^.Uje  War  will  be  fooner  at  an  End.  "  On  the  con- 
trary, I  am  afraid,  it  will  laft  much  longer,  unlefs  we 
be  obliged  to  put  an  End  to  it  by  an  inglorious  Peace  ; 
but  this  can  make  no  Difterence,  for  when  the  firft  Law 
for  Annual  Parliaments  was  paffed  by  Edward  the  Hid, 
the  Kingdom  was  in  a  moft  violent  Ferment,  on  Ac- 
count of  feizing  the  Queen -Mother  and  her  Favourite 
Mortimer-,  and  when  the  fecond  Law  for  the  fame 
Purpofe  was  paffed  by  that  Prince,  he  could  not  be  faid 
to  be  in  a  State  of  perfect  Tranquillity  ;  for  though  the 
War  in  France  had  feme  Time  before  been  brought  to 
a  happy  Period  by  the  Treaty  of  Bretigity^  yet  the  War 
in  Bretagne  continued,  and  even  that  Treaty  remained, 
2S  to  many  Parts  of  it,  unfulfilled. 

'  Having  mentioned  two  Lau's  paffed  in  the  Reign 
of  Edward  the  Illd,  for  eftablifhing  Annual  Parlia- 
ments, perhaps  fome  Gentlemen  may  imagine,  that  the 
f[di  Law  which  was  paffed  in  the  4th  Year  of  that 
King's  Reign  had  run  into  Defuetude,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  became  neceffary  to  revive  and  enforce  it  by 
the  new  Law  for  the  fame  Purpofe,  which  was  paffed 
m  the  36th  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  but  this,  Sir,  was  not 
the  Reafon  that  made  it  neceffary  to  pafs  a  new  Law 
for  that  Purpofe.  Our  Lawyers  have  always  been  in- 
genious in  contriving  hov/  to  evade  the  moil  exprefs 
Laws,  efpecially  when  by  fuch  Evafion  they  could  fa- 
vour the  Power  of  the  Crown.  The  Words  of  the 
iirfl:  Law  were,  that,  J  Parliament  Jh all  he  holden  once 
a  Tear^  and  oftener^  if  Need  be.  A  Man  of  common 
Underflanding  would  conclude,  from  thefe  Words,  that 
by.  this  Law  the  Kingr  muff  hold  a  Parliament  once  a 
Year  at  ieaft,  and  that  he  might  hold  it  oftener,  if  he 
found  it  neccflary  ;  but  the  Lawyers  found  out,  that  the 
Wcf'is,  if  Need  be^  j  elated  co  the  firft  Part  of  the  Law, 
as  well  as  the  fecond,  and  that  therefore  the  Senfe  of 
the  Law  Vv/as,  that  a  Parliament  Ihall  be  holden  once 
a  Year,  if  Need  be,  or  oftener,  if  Need  be  ;  by  which 
^'h(iy  left  it  in  the  Power  of  the  Crown  to  hold  a  Par- 
liament as  often  or  as  feldom  as  it  pleafed,  and  thereby 
rendered  the  Law  of  no  Manner  of  Effed.  Therefore,' 
to  prevent  the  Crown's  taking  Advantage  of  this  Eva- 
{'ionj  a  new  Law  was  made  iii  the  36i.h  of  that  King, 
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who  never  refufecl  to  grant  his  SubjecSts  what  Laws  tley      Anno  ig. 
thought  neceffary  for  Tecuring  their  Liberties,  by  which  ^^°'  ^^-  *'744- 
it  was  ena6led,  That  a  Parliament  fhall  be  holJen  every  '« "       ' 

Year.  This  Tet  the  Invention  of  our  Lawyers  again 
to  work,  and  they  were  not  long  in  finding  a  new 
Evafion  ;  for  in  the  very  next  Reign,  the  Method  of 
Prorogation  was  introduced,  and  by  that  Means  our 
Liberties  were  evea  then  brought  into  the  utmoft  Dan- 
ger ;  for  a  Parliament  chofen  by  illegal  Methi  ds,  and 
continued  by  a  Prorogation,  furrendered  our  Liberties 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Crown  ;  and  if  the  Bill  now  pro- 
pofed  be  not  agreed  to,  fome  fuch  Parliament  may 
again  do  the  fame,  or  fomething  that  is  tantamount  ; 
with  this  Difference,  that  the  Crown  has  now  a  rcgu« 
lar,  well-difciplined  Army  to  fupport  itslncroachments, 
and  the  People  have  neither  Arms  nor  Difcipline  for 
enabling  them  to  refcue  their  Liberties  out  of  the  Hands 
of  fuch  a  King,  and  fuch  a  Parliament. 

'  W.hen  we  confider  this.  Sir,  we  ought  to  be  the 
more  jealous  of  the  Independency  of  our  Parliaments ; 
becaufe,  if  our  Liberties  fhould  be  given  up  by  a  de- 
pendent Parliament,  it  would  be  very  diiHcult,  if  not 
impofTible,  for  the  People  to  refcue  them  by  Arm?,  as 
they  did  in  the  Reign  of  Richard  the  lid.  This  makes 
me  the  more  fanguine  for  the  Bill  now  propofed,  and, 
for  this  Reafon,  among  many  others,  I  conclude  with 
feconding  the  Mo. ion.' 

To  thefe  Gentlemen  it  was  anfwered  by  Sir  PFilUajn 
Tonge,  in  Subftance  as  follov/s : 
'  Sir, 

'  When  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  made  you  this  sir  Wm.Yonge* 
Motion,  began  firit  to  unfold  his  Defign,  I  little  ex- 
pe6ted,  he  was  to  conclude  with  fuch  an  extraordinary 
Propofition  as  that  for  Annual  Parliaments.  He,  in- 
deed, very  foon  undeceived  me  ;  for  when  he  began  to 
talk  of  Annual  Ele6iions,  I  prefently  perceived  v/hat 
he  was  driving  at ;  but,  methinks,  if  he  intended,  as 
he  faid,  to  make  a  Trial  of  fome  of  his  old  Friends, 
he  had  done  better  to  keep  to  the  ufual  Moti  n  for  re- 
pealing the  Septennial  Bill,  and  reiforing  Triennial 
Parliaments;  for  though  fome  of  them  have  formtriy 
declared  agai'nft  Septennial  Parliaments,  I  never  hear4 
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Anno  2?.  any  of  them  declare  for  Annual ;  and,  therefore,  thtf 
Geo,  IL  1744.  may  oppofe  this  Motion,  without  fhewing  any  Incon*  . 
fiftency  of  Conduit,  or  giving  any  one  Room  to  fay, 
that  their  Change  of  Circumftances  has  produced  a 
Change  in  their  Sentiments.  If  he  had  moved  for  re- 
ftoring  Triennial  Parliaments,  he  might,  probably,  have 
laid  feme  of  his  old  Friends  under  a  Difficulty  ;  becaufe 
they  have  been  heard  to  declaim  powerfully  in  this 
Houfe  in  Support  of  that  Motion  ;  and  though  I  am  far 
from  thinking  it  an  Imputation  upon  any  Man's  Cha- 
ra6ter,  to  alter  his  Sentiments  on  any  Subje<9:,  yet  th^ 
Pride  of  human  Nature  is  fuch,  that  no  Man  likes  to 
confefs  he  has  been  miftaken,  or  to  argue  againft  what 
he  has,  upon  former  Occafions,  fupported  ;  and,  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  fome  of  the  Gentlemen  who  have  for- 
jnerly  appeared  as  Advocates  for  that  Motion,  are  now 
fully  convinced,  that  even  Triennial  Parliaments  would 
be  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  Peace  and  Happinefs 
of  their  Country  in  its  prefent  depraved  Situation.  They 
would  therefore  have  been  under  fome  DifSculty,  if 
the  Motion  had  been  for  redoring  Triennial  Parlia- 
ments; but  as  the  Motion  is  for  Annual  Parliaments, 
they  can  be  under  no  Difficulty,  nor  can  they  be  brought 
to  any  Trial  by  fuch  a  Motion. 

*  As  for  my  own  Part,  Sir,  I  have  always  oppofed 
the  Reitoration  of  Triennial  Parliaments,  and  confe- 
quentiy  muft  be  againft  Annual.  Trien^niai  Parliaments 
would,  in  rny  Opinion,  be  the  Caufe  of  great  Diftur- 
bances,  but  Annual  would  be  the  Caufe  of  abfolute 
Con  f  Li  lion.  Whether  we  ever  had  fuch  a  Thing  as 
Parliaments  annually  elected,  is  a  Qiieflion  too  learned 
for  me  to  determine :  It  is  a  Queftion  which  I  fhall 
never  dive  into  for  two  Reafons :  Firft,  becaufe  I  hate 
poring  over  mufty  and  obfcure  Records;  and  fecondly, 
becaufe  I  think  the  Quc{!:ion  is  now  of  no  Importance; 
for  fuppofing  we  had  fuch  a  Thing  in  former  Ages  as 
Ann'aa!  Elections,  the  Thing  is  now  become  abfolutely 
jmpradliicable,  by  the  great  Change  that  has  happened 
in  Qur  Circumftances.  In  former  Ages,  a  Seat  in  Par- 
lian3ent  was  fo  far  from  being  thought  advantageous, 
that  it  was  thought  very  burdenfome  upon  the  Perfon 
chofen  :  It  was  fo  far  from  being  contended  for,  that 
it  was  by  many  induflrioully  avoided,  arid  was  therefore 
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reckoned  one  of  thofe  public  OiEces  which  a  Man  v/as  Anno  18. 
obliged  to  ferve,  if  he  happened  to  be  chofen.  Fre-  Geo.  ir.  J744. 
<iuent  Elections  could  therefore  in  thofe  Days  occafion  ^— v— — > 
no  Difturbances  in  the  Country;  but  in  thefe  our  Days, 
every  one  knows  the  violent  Contefts  that  are  raifed  in 
our  Counties,  and  majiy  of  our  populous  Cities  and 
Boroughs  by  a  general  Ele(5lion5  efpecially  when  Party 
Spirit  happens  to  run  high,  and  the  oppofite  Candidates 
are  pretty  near  equal.  Thefe  Contefts  are  even  at  this 
Time  fo  violent,  that  the  Peace  of  the  Country  is  often 
in  Danger  of  being  difturbed  :  How  great,  how  certain 
then  would  the  Danger  be,  if  the  Heats  and  Animofi- 
ties  raifed  upon  fuch  Occafions  had  no  Time  to  fubfide? 
It  was  this  Danger  chiefly  that  was  the  Occafion  of  fub- 
(lituting  Septennial  Parliaments  in  the  Place  of  Tri- 
ennial :  Many  of  us  may  remember  the  Mobs  and  Riots 
that  were  occafioned  by  the  laft  two  general  EleClions 
in  the  Qiieen's  Reign,  and  the  firft  after,  his  late  Ma- 
jefty's  AcceiHon.  They  were  fuch  as  mud  make  every 
Man  tremble  that  has  any  Regard  for  the  Tranquillity 
of  his  Country  ;  and  as  I  am  old  enough  to  have  a  very 
lively  and  a  very  terrible  Impreflion  of  them  in  my 
Mind,  lam  fure,  1  (hall  never  be  for  repealing  or  al- 
tering any  of  thofe  wife  Regulations,  by  which  a  happy 
and  a  feafonable  Period  was  put  to  them. 

'  Suppofing  then,  Sir,  that  there  were  no  Proroga- 
tions in  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Illd,  that  a  P-^rlia- 
ment  was  then  annually  held,  and  that  that  Parliament 
was  annually  chofen;  and  fuppofe  that  King  to  have 
been,  as,  I  believe,  he  really  was,  one  of  the  greateft 
and  wifeft  Princes  that  ever  fwayed  the  Scepter  of  this 
Kingdom,  yet  this  is  no  Argument  for  our  doing  what 
he  did  with  refpe^Sl:  to  Parliaments.  It  might  then  have 
been  the  Height  of  Wifd -m,  and  yet  nov/  it  may  be, 
in  my  Opinion  it  would  he,  the  Height  oF  Madnefs  ; 
becaufe  it  v/ould  certainly  be  attended  v^  irh  great  Dan- 
ger, and  is  neither  necellary,  nor  proper  for  anfwering 
the  Ends  propofed.  I  fay,  Sir,  it  is  not  necelTary,  be- 
caufe in  a  Septennial  Parliament  we  may  anfwer  all  the 
Ends  of  our  Inftitution  as  weil  as  in  a  Triennial  or  An- 
nual. We  ar€,  it  is  true,  the  gr'eat  and  general  Inqui- 
fitors  of  the  Nation,  and  confequently  are  to  take  No- 
tice of,  and   to  lay,  in  a  proper  Manner,  before  c  ur 
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Anno  i§.  Sovereign,  all  public  Grievances,  as  well  as  thofe  whicjb 
Geo.  IT.  1744.  affect  |)articularly  the  Places  we  reprefent ;  but  cannot 
"^^^  we  do  this  in  Septennial  Parliaments  which  meet  an- 
nually, as  well  as  in  Parliaments  that  are  annually 
chofen  ?  Suppofing  it  true,  that  fome  Members  nev^r 
fee  their  Conltituents  from  the  Time  they  are  chofen, 
till  they  return  to  folicit  their  Votes  at  a  new  Election, 
which,  I  believe,  is  very  rarely  the  Cafe ;  is  there  not, 
or  may  there  not  be  a  conftant  Intercourfe  by  Letters? 
Are  not  all  Letters  from  or  to  Members  of  Parliament 
rnade  free  of  Poftage  for  this  very  Purpofe  ?  And  may 
not  a  Member  of  Parliament  be  by  Letters  as  fully  in- 
formed of  the  Sentiments  and  Grievances  of  his  Con- 
ftituer-ts,  as  if  he  were  prefent  among  them  ?  As  to 
thofe  Grievances  which  afFedt  the  Country  in  general, 
he  can  know  them  no  other  Way  but  by  Letters,  for 
he  cannot  be  prefent  in  every  Part  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  a  Member,  whofe  conftant  Refidence  is  in  London^ 
has  a  better  Opportunity  of  being  informed  and  judging 
of  fuch  Grievances,  than  one  who  refides  moftly  at  his 
Seat  in  any  remote  Part  of  the  Kingdom. 

'  As  to  our  Duty  in  Parliament  as  Inquifitors,  there- 
fore, we  may  perform  it  as  well  in  a  Septennial  as  in 
an  Annual  Parliament,  if  the  former  meets  regularly 
once  a  Year,  and  continues  fitting  till  they  have  finifbed 
all  the  material  Bufinefs  brought  before  them  ;  and  as  to 
our  Duty  with  refpe6l;  to  our  Sovereign,  fjrely,  Sir, 
we  may  perform  that  Duty,  we  may  give  our  Sovereign 
the  fullelt  Information  as  to  the  Sentiments  of  our  Con- 
flitiients,  without  going  down  to  live  among  them, 
becauk,  as  regular  Polls  are  now  eftablifbed  to  every 
Part  of  the  Kingdom,  we  may  keep  a  conftant  Corre- 
fpondence  with  cur  Conftituents,  and  may  know  their 
Sentiments  of  all  public  Meafures  by  their  Letters, 
•with  more  Certainty,  I  think,  than  we  could  do  by 
their  Converfation.  Therefore,  if  the  Members  of  a 
Septennial  Parliament  neglect  to  inform  their  Sovereign 
of  the  Murmurings  among  the  People,  or  if  they  mif- 
reprefent  to  him  the  Sentiments  of  the  People,  it  cannot 
proceed  frc^m  their  Ignorance,  but  from  fome  other 
jCaufe,  which  would  have  the  fame  EffciSt  in  an  Annual 
'  as  it  has  in  a  Septennial  Parliament. 

'  Upon 
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*  Upon  this  Occafion,  Sir,  as  upon  many  others,  Anno  ;S. 
the  Word  Attorney  has  been  artfully  brought  into  the  Geo.  ii.  1744. 
JDebate,  as  if  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  were  nothing 
more  than  the  Attorneys  of  the  particular  County, 
City,  or  Borough,  they  refpedivcly  reprefentj  but 
every  one  knows,  that  by  our  Conftitution,  after  a 
Gentleman  is  chofen,  he  is  the  Reprefentative,  or,  if 
you  pleafe,  the  Attorney  of  the  People  of  England^ 
and  as  fuch  is  at  full  Freedom  to  a6t  as  he  thinks  beft 
for  the  People  of  England  in  general.  He  may  receive, 
he  may  aflc,  he  may  even  follow  the  Advice  of  his  par- 
ticular Conftituents ;  but  he  is  not  obliged,  nor  ought 
he  to  follov/  their  Advice,  if  he  thinks  it  inconfiftent 
with  the  general  Interefi:  of  his  Country.  He  is  in  fome 
Refpedls,  therefore,  the  Attorney  or  Servant  of  the 
People,"  in  the  fame  Manner  as  an  eledive  King  or 
chief  Magiftrate  is  the  Servant  of  the  People  5  and  there 
is  no  greater  Abfurdity  or  Impropriety  in  chufing  a 
Reprefentative  for  a  long  Term  of  Years,  than  in  chuling 
a  King  or  chief  Magiftrate  for  a  long  Term  of  Years. 
In  both  Cafes,  I  fhall  grant,  it  is  an  Inconvenience, 
and  that  the  People  have  often  Caufe  to  repent  of  the 
Choice  they  have  made,  before  the  Expiration  of  the 
Term  ;  but  this  Inconvenience  mufl  be  fubmitted  to 
for  the  Sake  of  avoiding  a  much  greater,  I  mean  the 
continual  Difturbances  that  v.'ould  be  occafioned  by  fre- 
quent Ele6lions,  and  the  Flu6iuation  in  all  public  Mea- 
fures,  that  muft  neceffarily  enfue  from  a  frequent  Change 
of  public  Magiftrates  or  Reprefentatives. 

'  It  is  therefore,  Sir,  neither  unnatural  nor  unreafon- 
able  to  force  the  People,  for  their  own  Qi^iiit,  and  for 
the  Good  of  their  Country,  to  give  an  irrevocable  and 
unconfineable  Power  of  Attorney  to  their  Reprefenta- 
tives for  (tv^n  Years;  nor  is  a  Septennial  ElecSiion  any 
more  the  Caufe  of  Corruption  than  a  Triennial  or  An- 
nual. Corruption,  Sir,  does  not  proceed  from  the 
Length  or  Shortnefs  of  the  Term  for  which  Parliaments 
are  chofen,  but  from  the  Nature  and  Circumftances  of 
the  People  ;  for  as  to  the  Maxim,  that  every  Man  has 
his  Price,  if  it  be  generally  and  Vvnthout  any  Exception 
affirmed,  I  will  pofitively  deny  it.  In  all  Countries, 
and  at  all  Times,  there  are  fome  Men,  whom  no  Price, 
no  Confideration,  will  tempc  to  do  what  they  think  a 
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Anno  1?.  wrong  or  difhonourable  Adion.  In  fome  Countries, 
Geo.  11. 1744.  tj^g  Number  of  fuch  Men  is  much  greater  than  in 
others ;  and  in  the  fame  Country,  the  Number  of  fuch 
Men  differs  very  widely  at  one  Time  from  what  it  does 
at  another.  Even  among  the  moft  abandoned  People, 
a  difmterefted  Spirit  fometimes  arifes,  that  will  make 
the  Generality  of  them  fpurn  away  the  higheft  Bribe, 
though  ofFered  in  the  handfomeft  iVlanner.  It  is  upon 
the  Prevalence  or  V/eaknefs  of  this  Spirit  that  Corrup- 
tion muft  always  depend  ;  for  when  this  Spirit  generally 
prevails  at  any  Time  or  in  any  Place,  let  the  Corruptor, 
or  the  Perfon  whofe  Buiinefs  it  is  to  corrupt,  have  never 
fuch  an  extenfive  Command  of  Money,  or  other  Fund 
for  Corruption,  he  dare  not  attempt  to  corrupt.  His 
Attempt  would  certainly  be  difcovered,  perhaps  by  the 
iirfl:  Man  he  attempted,  or  at  leaft  before  he  could 
carry  it  any  Length,  and  fuch  a  Difcovery  would, 
among  fuch  a  People,  be  an  immediate  and  irrecover- 
able Defeat :  it  would  render  him  fo  odious,  that  he 
durft  hardly  appear  any  more  among  them  :  At  leaft  it 
would  ruin  his  Credit  and  his  Intereft  for  ever.  Among 
a  virtuous  and  brave  People,  a  Corrupter  muft  expexSi 
the  fame  Reception,  that  a  known  Pimp  or  Bawd  would 
meet  with  in  a  Company  of  modeft  Women ;  and  there- 
fore I  muft  conclude,  that  Corruption  neither  does  nor 
can  proceed  from  the  Length  or  Shortnefs  of  the  Term 
for  which  the  Members  of  Parliament  are  chofen,  but 
from  the  Nature  and  Circumftances  of  the  People.  If 
the  People  are  in  their  Nature  uncorrupt,  there  will  be 
no  Corruption  in  Septennial  Parliaments  :  \^  the  People 
are  generally  in  their  Nature  corrupt,  there  will  be  Cor- 
ruption in  Annual  Parliaments :  So  far  from  putting  a 
Stop  to,  or  lefTening  Corruption,  by  fiiortening  the 
Term,  in  my  Opinion,  you  will  either  increafe  it,  or 
put  an  End  to  your  Government ;  and  to  prove  this  I 
fhall  fuppofe  what,  I  hope,  is  not  the  Cafe,  that  the 
People  of  this  Kingdom  are  generally  of  a  felfifh  and 
corrupt  Nature,  that  no  Man  minds  the  public  Intereft, 
and  that  every  Man  has,  in  every  Part  of  his  Condu6i, 
fome  private  Scheme  chic-fly  in  View. 

'  This,  Sir,  would  be  a  melancholy  Cafe,  indeed, 
but  for  Argument's  Sake  I  fhall  fuppofe  it  to  be  the 
Cafe,  and  in  this  Cafe  let  us  confider,  what  would  be 
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the  Confequence  of  introducing  Annual  Parliaments,  ^'^^^  '^° 
firft  with  regard  to  the  Members,  and  next  with  regard  ^^'  '  '^ ^^ 
to  the  Electors.  As  to  the  Members,  it  mult  upon  this 
Suppontion  be  admitted,  that  no  Man  gets  himfelf 
ehofen  a  Member,  but  with  a  View  to  his  priv^ite  In- 
tereft.  This  private  Intereft  muft  confift,  either  in 
getting  or  preferving  a  Poll:  or  Penfion  under  the  then 
Adminiflration,  or  in  overturning  that  Adminiftration, 
in  order  to  get  a  Poft  or  Penfion  under  fome  new  one. 
If  his  View  be  to  get  or  preferve  a  Poft  or  Penfion  un- 
der the  then  prefent  Adminiflration,  he  will  fupport 
that  Adminiftration,  and  approve  of  all  its  Meafures, 
whether  they  be  right  or  wrong,  provided  his  own  pri- 
vate Fortune,  if  he  has  any  conliderable  one,  be  not 
thereby  brought  into  immediate  Danger ;  and  if  his 
View  be  to  get  a  Poft  or  Penfion  under  fome  new  Ad- 
miniflration, he  will  oppofe  the  prefent  in  all  its  Mea- 
fures,  whether  they  be  right  or  wrong,  in  order  to 
compel  the  Crown  to  difmifs  its  prefent  Minifters,  and 
to  put  the  Adminiflration  into  the  Hands  of  him  and 
his  Patriot  Friends.  I  fay  Patriot  Fr-ends,  Sir,  (ov  I 
have  long  obferved,  that  modern  Patriotifm  confifts 
more  generally  in  a  violent  Oppoiition  to  the  then  pre- 
fent Set  of  Minifters,  than  in  any  real  Concern  for  the 
Intereft  and  Happinefs  of  our  Country.  What  then  in 
this  Cafe  would  be  the  Confequence  of  Annual  Parlia- 
ments? Why,  Sir,  either  our  Minifters  muft  not  only 
multiply  the  Pofts  and  Penfons  granted  by  the  Crown 
during  Pleafure,  but  increafe  the  Profits  of  each,  both 
which  they  will  certainly  do  if  they  can,  in  order  to 
preferve  a  Majority  in  Parliament,  or  otherwife  ;  if 
they  cannot  by  this  Means  fecure  a  Majority  in  Parlia- 
ment, we  muft  have  a  new  Adm;niftra[ion,  and  con- 
fequently  new  Meafures  of  fom.e  Kind  or  other,  every 
Seftion  of  Parliament.  In  the  firft  Cafe,  Corruption 
would  be  increafed  :  In  the  laft,  Confufion  would  be 
introduced. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regr?.rd  to  the  ElecStors  :  If  there 
muft  be  an  Increafe  of  Corruption  in  our  Parliament^ 
or  Confufion  in  our  Govern tnent,  I  think,  ic  does  not 
fignify  much,  whether  the  Eleifors  be  corrupted  or  no; 
but  if  Corruption  in  Parliament  be  increafed,  can  we 
fuppofe,   that  Corruption  at  Ele6lions  would  be  dimi- 
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Anjio  iS,  nifhed  by  the  Introdu£lion  of  Annual  Parliaments  ? 
Qeo.  II.  1744,  Yhe  Bribes  v/ould  not,  I  fliall  grant,  be  (o  high,  but 
they  would  be  much  more  frequent,  and  would,  con- 
fequently,  become  more  familiar  to  the  People  j  there- 
fore, if  it  be  poflible  to  make  the  People  more  corrupt 
than  they  are,  the  eftablifhing  of  Annual  Ele<5{;ions 
would  be  the  ihoft  effectual  Method  we  could  take  for 
doing  it.  -The  Gentlemen  who  argue  for  fuch  Elec- 
tions, feem  to  be  under  a  very  great  Miltake :  They 
feem  to  think,  that  it  is  the  Highncfs  of  the  Price  that 
corrupts,  whereas,  I  think,  and  am  certain,  that  Cor- 
ruption proceeds  from  the  Nature  of  the  Man,  and  not 
from  the  Largenefs  of  the  Price  that  is  offered.  A 
Man  of  a  corrupt  Heart  is  like  a  Merchant  that  muft 
fell  his  Goods,  and  has  no  Market  but  one  to  fell  them 
at :  If  he  cannot  get  the  Price  he  demands,  he  muft 
accept  of  that  which  is  offered  :  A  corrupt  Man  muft, 
and  will  fell  his  Vote :  He  has  no  other  Market  for  it, 
but  the  Election  for  the  County  or  Corporation  of 
which  he  is  a  Member  :  He,  therefore,  muft,  and  will 
fell  it  there  at  a  low  Price,  if  he  finds  he  cannot  get  a 
high  one.  If,  indeed,  he  has  another  Intereft  in  View, 
the  Cafe  will  be  different:  For  Example,  if  he  has 
Employment  from  one  Candidate,  and  is  offered  a 
Bribe  by  another,  he  will  naturally  confider,  which  is 
of  the  higheft  Value,  and  will  of  courfe  refufe  the 
Bribe,  if  he  thinks  it  of  lefs  Value  than  his  Employ- 
ment ;  but  he  is  never  a  Bit  the  honefter  Man,  nor  can 
fuch  a  Man's  Vote  be  ever  of  any  Service  to  his  Coun- 
try, becaufe  it  never  will  be  directed  by|  the  public 
Intereft. 

«  I  therefore  think  it  certain,  Sir,  that  all  but  thofe 
who  have,  and  confider  that  they  have  a  private  In- 
tereft to  lofe,  by  accepting  of  a  Bribe,  will  accept  of 
what  is  offered  at  an  Annual  Ele(Stion,  as  well  as  a  Sep- 
tennial 5  and  as  to  thofe  who  have,  and  confider  that 
they  have  a  private  Intereft  to  lofe,  I  muft  repeat  what 
I  have  faid,  that  in  order  to  prevent  our  Government's 
running  into  Confufion,  Parliamentary  Corruption 
muft  be  increafed,  and,  confequently,  greater  Bribes  in 
Proportion  will  be  offered  at  Elections.  A  Candidate, 
who  would  give  /even  Guineas  a  Man  at  an  Election 
for  a  Septennial  Parliament^  would  not,  it  is  true,  give 
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the  fame  Sum  at  an  ElecSlion  for  an  Annual;  but  as  the  Anno  18. 
Profits  he  makes  by  his  Vote  in  Parliament  muft,  in  An-  peo^I-^-44' 
nual  Parliaments,  be  increafed,  he  will  give,  and  may 
fpare  to  give  more  in  Proportion.-  He  will  not  givey^- 
ven,  but  he  will  give,  perhaps,  two  Guineas  a  Man  at 
an  Annual  Ele6lion  5  and  thofe  Voters  who  have  a  pri- 
vate Intereft  to  lofe,  and  are  fo  confiderate  as  to  weigh 
that  private  Jntereft  againft  the  Value  of  the  Bribe 
offered,  will  certainly  co-nfider,  that  an  Annuity  of  tivo 
Guineas  3.  Year  {qv  /even  Years,  even  though  fubjedl  to 
fome  Contingencies,  is  better  than  feven  Gui?jeas  in 
Hand,  without  fo  much  as  a  Probability  of  receiving 
more  for  /even  Years  to  come ;  therefore,  a  greater 
Number  of  fuch  Voters  v,  ill  accept  of  two  Guineas  a 
Man  at  an  Annual  Election,  than  w^ould  have  accepted 
o^ /even  Guineas  a  Man  at  a  Septennial  Eledion  ;  and, 
confequently,  it  is  apparent,  that  by  the  Introduction 
of  Annual  Parliaments,  without  altering  the  Nature  of 
the  People,  you  will  either  throw  the  Country  into 
Confufion,  or  increafe  Corruption  both  in  Parliament 
and  at  Eleilions. 

'  Gentlemen  will,  I  hope,  remember.  Sir,  that  my 
Argument  is  founded  upon  the  Suppofition  of  the  Peo- 
ple's being  generally  in  their  Nature  corrupt ;  and  if 
they  are  fo,  will  the  Introdu61:ion  of  Annual  Parliaments 
any  Way  tend  to  purify  their  Nature  ?  Sir,  by  render- 
ing Corruption  frequent  and  familiar  to  the  People,  you 
will  corrupt  the  hw^  if  you  have  any,  that  are  as  yet 
undefiled.  V^^e  may  then  have  Reafon  to  fay  with  the 
Pfalmift,  They  are  all  gone  afide^  they  are  all  together 
become  filthy.  But  this.  Sir,  neither  is,  nor,  1  hope, 
will  ever  be  the  Cafe  of  the  People  of  this  Nation. 
There  is,  I  hope,  a  great  Majority  of  them  who  would 
be  ready  to  facrifice  their  private  Intereft  to  the  public, 
and  very  few,  I  believe,  who  would  accept  of  any 
Bribe,  or  who,  for  any  private  Confideration,  would 
betray  or  give  up  the  Liberties  of  their  Country.  A 
Man  of  any  Property  would  certainly  be  a  moll  egre- 
gious Fool  to  do  fo ;  becaufe  he  would  thereby  render 
precarious  not  only  the  infamous  Price  he  then  receives, 
but  the  Property  he  was  before  poflciTed  of.  When  our 
Liberties  are  in  no  Danger,  and  in  Qaeftlons  of  a  difH- 
CuU  and  difput^ible  Nature,  there  niiV  be  f^me  Gen- 
tlemen 
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Anno  i8.  tiemcn  in  this  Houfe,  though,  I  hope,  there  are  none 
C^'f.0.  II.  17  4.  at  pre  fen  t,  who  will  oppofe  the  Minifters  in  all  fuch 
~  "^  Queftions,  if  they  are  not  engaged  by  a  Place  or  Penfion 
to  join  wi-h  them  ;  but  in  Queftions  Vv^hich  evidently 
appear  to  be  againft  the  Intereft,  or  inconfiftent  with 
the  Liberties  of  their  Country,  even  fuch  Gentlemen 
will  difdain,  for  any  Confideration,  to  join  with  theMi- 
nifters  ;  or  if  a  few  of  them  did,  their  Number  would 
be  fo  fmall,  that  it  would  add  but  very  little  Strength  to 
the  minifterial  Party.  In  the  fame  Manner,  when  our 
Liberties  are  in  no  Danger,  and  when  two  contending 
Candidates  are  equal  inCharader,  both  as  to  their  Capa- 
city and  Integrity,  there  may  be  in  every  Place  Tome 
¥(jters,  who  will  be  felfifh  enough  to  be  determined  in 
their  Choice  by  a  little  ready  Money,  or  by  fome  other 
private  Confideration  ;  but  if  the  Court  were  purfuing 
Meafures  that  evidently  appeared  to  be  againft  the  In- 
tereft, or  inconfiftent  with  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation, 
there  are  few  or  none  even  of  fuch  Voters,  that,  for  any 
private  Confideration,  would  vote  in  Favour  of  a  Court 
Candid;ite. 

'  This,  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  truly  the  Cafe  of  the 
People  of  this  Nation  at  prefent ;  and  while  this  is  the 
'Cafe,  Corruption  can  never  do  us  any  real  Prejudice,  or 
be  of  any  dangerous  Confequence.  it  may  now  and 
then  be  of  Service,  and  even  neceifary,  for  blunting  the 
Edge  of  Fa6iion  ;  but  it  can  never  fupport  an  Admini- 
f^ration  who  are  purfuing  Meafures  that  are  apparently 
againft  the  Intereft,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  Liberties 
of  the  Nation.  While  this  is  the  Cafe,  therefore,  our 
Liberties  can  never  be  in  anv  Danger  from  Corruption  ; 
End  if  the  Cafe  were  otherwife  ;  if  the  People  were  in  their 
Nature  as  abandoned  as  I  have  before  fuppofed,  an  An- 
nual Elesfiion  could  be  no  Security  for  our  Liberties : 
Such  Elections  could  no  more  fecure  the  Liberties  of 
England,  than  they  did  of  old  the  Liberties  of  Rome  ; 
for  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Rome  their  Ele<3:ions  were 
annual:  Nay,  they  continued  fo  even  after  the  Efl'a- 
blifhment  of  their  Empire  j  but  neither  in  the  Efta- 
blifhment,  nor  in  the  Continuance  -of  their  Empire, 
were  their  Elections  governed  by  Corruption  alone. 
Almoft  at  every  Election,  for  fome  Time,  in  that  pro- 
fligate and  corrupt  City,   V^iolence  v/as  made  ufe  of  as 
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well  2S  Corruption;  and  the  fame  Methods  muft,  I  be-  Anno  iS. 
lieve,  be  made  ufe  oF,  before  any  free  Government  can  Geo,  ii.  »7^4»^ 
be  overturned  ;  for  if  a  People  be  free,  let  them  be  ne- 
ver fo  abandoned,  I  do  not  believe,  they  can  be  choufed 
out  of  their  Liberties  by  Corruption  alone.  Force  muft 
be  made  ufe  of  as  well  as  Corruption  ;  and  therefore, 
whilft  no  Force  is  attempted,  either  in  Parliament  or  at 
Elections,  we  have  no  Occafion  to  be  under  any  Appre- 
henfions  as  to  the  Security  of  our  Liberties  or  Conftitu- 
tion. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Manners  of  the  People,  which 
according  to  the  Honourable  Gentleman  who  feconded 
this  Motion,  have  fuffered  greatly  by  the  Eftablifhment 
of  Septennial  Parliaments,  1  (hall  begin  with  this  general 
Obfervation,  that  if  Corruption  fhould  be  increafed  by 
the  Introduction  of  Annual  Parliaments,  as  I  have,  I 
think,  demonftrated  it  would,  the  Manners  of  the  Peo- 
ple would  fufFer  more  by  Annual  Parliaments  than  ever 
they  did  by  Septennial,  But  to  come  to  Particulars, 
a-nd  firft,  with  regard  to  the  Courage  or  military  Capa- 
city of  the  People,  I  hope,  it  is  as  good  as  ever  it  Vv'as  r 
We  have  had  many  Inftances  in  the  prefent  War  for 
proving  that  it  is  fo.  Both  our  Soldiers  and  our  Sailors 
are  as  brave  as  ever  they  were,  or,  indeed,  can  be ;  and. 
I  believe,  they  are  both  more  expert  in  their  Bufinefs 
than  they  ever  were  heretofore.  1  (hall  grant,  that  the 
fame  Spirit  does  not  now  prevail  among  our  Country 
Gentlemen ;  but  this  does  not  proceed  from  any  Thing 
relating  to  the  Conftitution  of  Parliaments  :  It  proceeds 
from  the  Aboliftiing  of  military  Tenures,  and  the  new 
Method  of  forming  Armies.  Since  all  Tenures  have  been 
turned  into  free  and  common  Scccage,  and  fince  our  Ar- 
mies have  begun  to  be  always  formed  of  v.'bat  we  now  call 
regular  Troops,  Country  Gentlemen  have  no  Occafion 
to  breed  themfelves  Soldiers,  or  to  learn  military  Dif- 
cipline.  Their  natural  Courage  is  as  good  as  ever  ;  but 
no  Man  will  be  at  the  Pains  or  Expence  to  make  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  a  Qualification,  which,  in  all  Probability, 
he  mav  never  fo  much  as  once  in  his  whole  Life  have 
Occafion  to  make  Ufe  of. 

'  Upon  this  Occafion,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  that  in  former  Times,  Courage  and  mi- 
litary Knowledge  was  the  only  Recommendation  to  all 
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Anno  iS.  HoDOurs  2nd  Preferments,  and  that  voting  with  the  Mi- 
Gea.  II.  1744.  nifters  in  Parliament,  or  at  ElecSlions,  had  then  no  Merit, 
becaufe  it  was  what  Men  were  in  Duty  to  their  Country- 
bound  to  do,  if  they  thought  the  Minifters  in  the  right. 
When  this  golden  Age  exifted,  Sir,  or  if  it  ever  did  ex- 
ift,  I  am  fare  I  do  not  know :  If  it  ever  did^  I  am  apt 
to  think  it  was, 

'. — ,  Siijy  yove^  fed  Jove  nondum 

Barbato^ 


I  (hail  grant,  Sir,  that  in  the  Difpofal  of  OiHces  and 
Preferments,  Minlfters  ought  to  confider  only  the  Qua- 
lifications of  the  feveral  Candidates,  without  any  Regard 
to  Parliamentary  Merit  ;  but  we  are  fo  apt  to  judge 
partially  in  Eavour  of  our  Friends,  that  Minifters  will 
always  think  a  Man  who  has  befriended  them  in  Parli- 
ament the  beft  qualified  ;  and  as  Minifiers  mull  have  the 
Approbation  of  Parliament,  and  muft  therefore  wifh  to 
have  their  Friends  prevail  at  ail  Elections,  I  am  afraid, 
that  the  fupporting  of  their  Meafures  in  Parliament, 
and  their  Friends  at  Elecfions,  will  alv.'ays  be,  as  it  has 
always  been,  a  Sort  of  Merit  that  will  have  great 
Weight  with  Minifters.  This  is  an  Inconvenienience 
we  muft  fubmit  to,  as  long  as  we  have  Parliaments  j 
but  it  can  never  do  any  great  Mifchief,  for  if  a  Minifter 
has  a  due  Regard  to  his  Friend  or  himfelf,  he  will  ne- 
ver prefer  him  to  a  Poft  he  is  utterly  unfit  for,  and,  there- 
fore, I  cannot  think  it  has  ever  been  of  any  bad  Confe- 
quence  either  in  our  Fleet  or  Army.  In  borh  we  find^ 
1  fliali  admit,  that  Gentlemen  who  have  a  Seat  in  Par- 
liament, rife  fafter  than  thofe  that  have  not  j  but  as 
fuch  Gentlemen  are  generally  of  the  beft  Fortunes  and 
Families  in  the  Country,  it  is  fit  it  (liould  be  fo,  and 
will  be  (o  in  all  Countries  where  there  are  Men  of 
Fortune  and  Family  j  fo  that  there  is  no  avoiding  of 
this,  but  by  having  Recourfe  to  the  Turkijh  Form  of 
Government,  which,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  will  recommend. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  the  great  Regard  which  has 
been  fliewn  to  what  we  call  Parliamentary  Merit,  had 
been  a  Difcouragement  to  the  military  Merit  of  the 
Gentlemen  of  our  Fleet  and  Army,  would  this  Incon- 
venience be  removed  by  fubftituting  Annual  Parliaments 
in  the  Place  of  Triennial?  The  more  difficult  you  make 
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it  for  a  Minifter  to  have  his  Meafures  approved  of  in  Par- 
liament, the  more  Regard  and  Deference  he  mull  (hew 
to  the  Members  :  The  lefs  able  will  he  be  to  refufe  the 
Suit  of  any  Member.  When  there  is  in  Parliament  a 
great  Majority  inclined  to  fupport  the  Meafures  of^  the 
Adminiftration,  a  Minifter  may  refufe  granting  a  Com- 
miffion  in  the  Armv  or  Navy  to  a  Member,  if  it  be 
claimed  by  another  Officer  who  is  better  mtitled,  or  bet- 
ter qualified  ;  but  when  there  is  no  fuch  Msj  uity, 
when  Divmons  in  Parliament  come  to  within  three  or 
four  of  an  Equality,  a  Minider  will  refufe  a  Member 
nothing  he  can  grant,  for  fear  of  provoking  him  to 
join  the  Oppofition.  I  talk,  Sir,  of  Men  as  they  prac- 
tically are,  and  not  as  in  Theory  we  may  think  to 
make  them  ;  for  while  Men  are  Men,  I  am  afraid,  we 
fliall  find,  that  Minifters  will  confult  their  Safetv,  and 
Members  will  purfue  their  Refentment,  even  though 
their  Country  fhould  thereby  fuffer.  A  Minifter's 
Safety  confifts  in  fecuringa  Majority  in  Parliament,  and 
a  Member  will  refent  the  Denial  of  his  Suit,  let  his  Suit 
be  never  fo  unreafonable.  I  have  therefore  good  Rea- 
fon  to  be  of  Opinion,  that  if  military  Vlerit  has  been 
difcourased  by  Septennial  Parliaments,  it  would  be  much 
more  fo  by  Annual ;  but  I  cannot  think,  this  has  been 
the  EfFe£t  of  Septennial  Parliaments,  becaufe  our  Mini- 
llers  had  generally  a  great  Majority  upon  all  Divifions, 
and  confeqtiently  had  no  Occahon  to  be  afraid  of  difo- 
bliging  a  Member,  by  refufing  him  any  Suit  they 
thought  unreafonable,  or  inconfiftent  with  the  public 
Service. 

'  I  hope  I  have  (liewn,  Sir,  that  neither  the  Cou- 
rage nor  military  Spirit  of  the  People  has  fufFered  the 
leaft  Diminution  bv  Septennial  Parliaments  ;  and  that, 
if  it  has,  it  will  fuffer  a  great  deal  more  by  the  Erla- 
blifbment  of  Annual  Parliaments.  Now,  with  regard 
to  the  Generofity  and  Hofpitality  of  our  Nobility  and 
Gentry  ;  their  Generofity  is  the  fame,  I.  hope,  as  it 
ever  was  ;  and  when  they  are  with  their  Families  in  the 
Country,  their  Hofpitality  is  no  Way  ihort,  but  rather 
exceeds  what  it  wms  in  antient  Times.  I  Ihall  grant, 
that  more  of  them  live  now  in  London.,  or  they  live 
more  conftantly  in  London  than  in  former  Times  j  but 
this  proceeds  from  the  Plumour  of  the  prefent  Age,  and 
•  Vol.  II.  D  not 
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AnnoiS.  not  fVom  OUT  Parliaments  being  Septennial  ;  for  though 
Geo.  II.  174^.  the  firft  Parliament  of  King  Charles  the  lid  was  conti- 
nued for  near  three  Times  {qvgv\  Years,  yet  it  did  not 
bring  up  many  of  the  Members  to  live  conftantly  in  Lon- 
don ;  whereas  now  we  fee  many  of  our  Gentlemen  who 
are  not  Members,  have  brought  up  their  Families,  and 
live  conftantly  in  LoJtdon^  and  many  of  the  Lords  and 
rich  Gentlemen  in  Ireland^  are  come  over  with  their 
Families,  and  live  conftantly  \n  London.  For  fuch  Hu- 
mours or  Falliions  it  is  often  impoffibie  to  aftign  a  Rea- 
ion  ;  but  for  this  feveral  Reafons  may  be  alligned,  be- 
ildes  that  of  Septennial  Parliaments.  The  great  In- 
creafe  of  Chancery  Suits  may  be  one  Reafon  ;  for  as 
fuch  Suits  are  very  ftldom  ended  in  a  few  Years,  when 
a  Gentleman  engages  in  one,  it  is  very  na^ural  for  him 
to  bring  his  Family  to  London.,  that  he  may  attend  his 
Suit  the  more  clofely,  and  likewife,  that  he  may  re- 
trench his  Way  of  living,  in  order  to  fave  Money  for 
defraying  his  Law  Charges.  Another  Reafon,  and,  I 
believe,  the  principal  one,  is,  the  many  lucrative  Places 
and  Employments  now  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Multiplicity  of  Soricirations  for  obtaining  them  ; 
fo  that  there  is  hardly  a  Gentleman  of  any  Family  in  the 
Kingdom,  who  has  not  fome  fuch  Solicitation  upon  his 
Hands,  either  forhimfelf  or  fome  of  his  Relations ;  and 
in  order  to  render  thefe  Solicitations  the  more  fuccefsful, 
many  Gentlemen  refolve  to  leave  their  Country  Seats, 
iijid  take  up  their  Refidence  in  Londoyi.  To  this  we 
may  add,  that  many  having  run  themfelves  behind 
hand  by  their  too  great  Hofpitality,  bring  their  Families 
to  London  in  order  to  fave  Money,  by  hvingin  a  retired 
Manner. 

'  Laftly,  Sir,  witli  regard  to  the  Honcfty,  Frugality, 
and  Indudry  of  the  inferior  Sort  of  People,  1  am  fur- 
prized  to  hear  it  fuggefted,  that  any  of  thefe  good  Qua^ 
lities  wou'd  be  improved  or  prefervcd  by  Annual  Elec- 
tions. This  Suggedion  is  founded  upon  tvi^o  Suppofi- 
tions,  which  would  both  foon  appear  to  be  falfe.  Jt  is 
fuppofed  that  Annual  Fictions  would  put  an  End  to 
Corruption  both  in  Parliament  and  at  Elei5lion?,  whereas 
1  have  fnewn,  that  if  the  People  be  generally  now  of  a 
corrupt  Nature,  by  Annual  Elections  you  would  increafe 
;ind   difperfe  Corruption   much  more   than  at  prefeitr, 

or 
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or  otherwife  our  Government  would   run  mto  Confu-     Anno  i8. 
fion  ;  and  if  the  People  be   not  now  of  a  corrupt  Na-  Geo.  a.^744. 
tiire,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  little  Corrup- 
tion that  may  be  amongft  us  :   It  may   be  of  Service  to 
the  Government  againft  Fadion,  but  can  never  be  of 
any  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Liberties  of  the  Peo- 
ple.    The  other  Suppofition    is,  that  if  our  Eledions 
were^  annual,  they  would  not  be  fo  warmly  or  violently 
contefted  as  now  they  are   feptennial.     This,  likewife, 
would  foon  be  found  to  be  a  very  great  Miftake.    What 
is  it  that  occafions  thofe  hot  and  violent  Contefts  about 
Eie(Slions  ?  It  muft  either  be  the  general  Intereft  of  the 
Nation,  or  the  particular  Intereft  of  the  refpedtive  Can- 
didates.    The  general  Intereft  of  the  Nation  would  be 
the  very /ame  underAnnual  as  it  is  under  Septennial  Par- 
Jiaments,  and,  confequently,  the  Gontefts  thereby  ccca« 
fioned  would   be  equally  violent,   but  much   more  fre- 
quent ;  and    as  to  thofe  Contefls  that  proceed  from  the 
particular  Intereft  of  the   refpetStive  Candidates,  let  us 
confider  how  that  Intereft  is  founded:  It  can  be  founded 
upon  nothing  elfe  but  the  Hopes  of  getting,  or  the  Fears 
of  lofmg  a  good  Place  under  the  Government.   In  fhorr, 
it  is  always  founded,  with  regard   to  one  Party,  upon 
the  Hopes  of  getting  into  the  Adminiftration,  and  with 
Regard  to   the  other   Party,  upon    the    Fears  of  being 
turned  out  of  the  Adminil-rarion.     If  the  Party  that  is 
out  think  they  have  a  good  Chance  for  getting  a  Majo*. 
rity  of  their  Party  cho'en  into  the  next  Parliament,  they 
will  every  where  contend  with  the  utmoft  Fagernefs  for 
being  chofen,  becaufe,  if  they  fucceed,  they  know  they 
can  force  the  Crown  to  take  them  into  the  Adminiftra- 
tion ;   whereas,  if  they  have  no  fuch   Chance,  none  of 
that  Party  will  contend  with    any  Eagernefs,  or   be  at 
any  Pains  about  their   Election,    becaufe,   they  think^ 
they  have  no  Chance  for  getting  any  Thing  by  being 
chofen.     It  is  this  Collifion  of  Parties  that  raifes  thofe 
violent  Heats  and  Animofities  at  Elections;  for  we  nevec 
find  fuch  Heats  and  Animofities  at  Elections,  where  the 
contending  Candidates  are   of   the  fame  Party  ;  and  if 
you  weaken  the  Hands  of  the  Minifters,  as  you  fuppofe 
you  will,  by  introducing  Annual  Parliaments,  will  yom 
not  give  the  Party  that  is  out  a  better  Chance  for  gain- 
ing a  Majority  in  the  enfuing  Parliament;,  and  will  no? 
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Anno  18.      this  make  them  contend  with  the  greateft  Eagernefs  at 
Cecil.  1744.    gyery  Eleaion  ? 

'  From  hence,  Sir,  I  think,  it  is  evident,  that  at 
Annual  Eie£tions  the  Contention  will  be  more  violent 
than  it  ever  was  at  Septennial  Eledlons.  In  every  County, 
in  every  City  and  Borough  of  the  Kingdom,  the  Can- 
didates will  be  every  Summer  treating  and  bribing  the 
EkiStors,  /"eeding  the  Mob  in  Idlenefs,  and  rendering 
them  extravagant  and  riotous  by  Drunkennefs.  Would 
this  contribute  to  increafe  or  preferve  the  Honefty,  the 
Frugality,  or  the  Induftry  of  the  inferior  Rank  of  Peo- 
ple ?  Does  it  not  appear  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
own  Way  of  Reafoning,  that  it  would  put  an  End  to 
any  Remains  of  Virtue,  that  there  may  now  be  left 
among  the  common  Sort  of  People?  Nay,  I  do  not 
queftion  but  that  Annual  Ele(?tions  would  at  laft  become 
like  the  Annual  Elections  at  Ro?ne,  towards  the  Decline 
of  that  famous  Commonwealth  :  Every  general  Elec- 
tion would,  I  am  perfuaded,  come  at  lail:  to  be  attended 
with  many  inftances  of  Murder  and  Bloodfhed  ;  fothat 
the  People  might  be"  induced,  for  their  own  Quiet,  to 
{\\Q  for  the  EiiabUfliment  of  arbitrary  Power,  or  at  leaft 
to  fubmit  tamely  to  the  Yoke,  as  the  Romans  did  at  laft 
to  Augufliis  Cajfar, 

«  To  conclude,  Sir,  v^^hatever  other  Gentlemen  may 
do,  I  Ihali  always  be  cautious  of  trying  Experiments 
with  the  Conditution  of  my  Country.  It  is  no  great 
Sign  of  a  Phyfician's  Regard  for  his  Patient,  when  he 
is  for  trying  Experiments  upon  him,  and  efpecially 
when  the  Experiments  are  fuch  as  never  were  tried  be- 
fore, I  fay  never  tried  before,  Sir  ;  for  I  defy  any  Man 
to  {hew -me,  from  any  authentic  Hiflory  or  Record, 
that  we  had  ever  fuch  a  Thing  as  an  Annual  General 
Eleciion,  What  was  intended  by  the  two  Ads  of  Ed- 
ivaj-d  the  lll^^  I  fnall  not  pretend  to  determine  ;  but  it 
is  very  plain,  that  if  Annual  Parliaments  were  thereby 
intended,  neither  of  thefe  A61s  were  ever  obferved  ;  for 
after  the  firft  Ad:,  which  was  paflc;d  in  the  4th  Year 
of  thnt  Reign,  there  was  indeed  a  Parliament  held  the 
next  Year,  but  from  that  Time  to  the  9th  Year  of  that 
Reign  there  was  no  Parliament  held  either  by  Eledion 
or  Prorogation.  There  were  afterwards  in  that  Reign 
■fevtral  Interruptions  for  thrpe  or  four  Years  together. 
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as  tQ  the  holding  of  Parliaments  either  by  Eleflion  or     Anno  iS. 
Prorogation  ;  and  even  after  the  fecond  Atft  was  pafTed,  p^o-  ^^-  *74+« 
which  was  in  the  36th  Year  of  that  King's  Reign,  and 
which   was   intended,  as   has   been  alledged,  to  obvi- 
ate an  Evafion  of  the  former  A£l,  there  were  long  In- 
terruptions as  to  the  holding  of  any  Parliament ;  for 
from  the  38th  to  the  42d,  and  from   the  45th  to  the 
50th  of  that  King's  Reign,  there  was  no  Parliament 
held   either  by   ElecS^ion  or    Prorogation,  which   is  a 
Proof,  that  either  thofe  Aifts  were  not  then  underflood 
to  mean  what  they  are  now  fuppofed  to  do ;  or  other- 
wife  that  that  great  and  wife  Prince  thought  them  fuch 
an  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogative   of  the  Crown, 
as  he  was  not  obliged  to  fubmit  to. 

'  Having  mentioned  Prerogative,  Sir,  as  I  am  a  Ser- 
vant of  the  Crown,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  take  No- 
tice, that  what  is  now  propofed  would  be  the  moil 
deadly  Wound  that  was  ever  given  to  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown.  It  would,  in  my  Opinion,  put  an  End 
to  all  Manner  of  Prerogative,  by  leaving  the  Crown  no 
Share  in  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom  ;  for  if  a  Par- 
liament were  to  be  chofen,  and  to  meet  every  Year, 
whether  the  King  would  or  no,  they  Vv^ould  of  Courfe 
infift  upon  it,  that  they  ought  to  continue  afTembled  till 
they  had  finiftied  all  theBufinefs  necelTary  to  be  brought 
before  them,  or  at  leaft  till  the  Time  of  ifFding  Writs 
for  the  chuung  of  a  new  Parliament.  By  this  Means 
the  Crown  would  lofe  all  its  Power  over  Parliaments, 
and  the  fatal  Example  of  King  Charles  the  Ift  ought 
to  be  a  Warning  to  us,  of  the  Confequence  that  might 
be  expected  from  depriving  the  Crown  of  all  Manner  of 
Power  over  the  Parliament.  From  this  Confideration, 
Sir,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  Edward  the  Illd,  who  was  a 
cunning  as  well  as  a  wife  Prince,  gave  his  AfTent  to 
thefe  .two  A6b,  only  to  flatter  a  popular  Humour  pre- 
vailing at  the  Time,  but  without  any  Defign  to  ob;erve 
them,  and  he  took  Care,  that  no  Regulation  fhould  be 
inferred  in  either,  for  compelling  the  Obfervance  of 
them,  or  for  punifhing  Miniilers  that  fliould  continue 
in  their  Offices,  after  the  Crov/n  had  negledied  to  ob- 
ferve  them.  But  as  our  prefent  Sovereign  defpifes  all 
Mannerof  double  Dealing  or  Diflimulation  ;  and  as  fuch 
^  Bill  as  is  now  propofed,  would  lay  him  under  aNecef- 
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A^flno  1?,       fity  of  difTembling  with  his  Subjects,  or  giving  up  the 

Geoo  il.  1744.   jj^Q^  precious  and  nioft  necefTary  Jewel  in  his  Crown,  J 

^-.  .  ~''^"'-^  mean,  the  Power  of  calling  and  proroguing  or  diffolving 

Parliaments   v^^hen  he   thinks  fitj  therefore  I   fhall  be 

againlt  the  Motion/  . 

The  laft  Speech  in  this  Debate  was  madp  by  Sir  yobn 
Philipps^  Bart,  and  was  to  the  following  Purpofe  : 
'Sir, 
Sir  John  Phi'       *  Whatever  the  Honourable  Gentleman  'who  fpoke 
*'PP^=  JajR:  may  think,  there  is,  in  my  Opinion,  fo  little  Dif- 

ference between  lYiennial  and  Annual  Parh'aments,  that 
when  I  fee  a  Man  voting  againft  the  latter,  I  fhall 
hardly  believe,  he  y/ill  ever  be  f^nguine  for  the  Re-efta- 
bliihment  of  the  former.  The  only  Difference  is,  I 
think,  that  Annual  Parliaments  will  contribute  more 
than  Triennial  to  the  Security  of  our  Conftitution,  againft 
the  fatal  Effedis  of  Corruption  ;  and  I  can  think  of  no 
Objedion  that  can  be  made  againft  Annual,  that  does 
not  hold  equally  llrong  againfl  Triennial,  except  that 
founded  upon  difputed  Elections,  which  I  have  heard 
urged  againft  both  ;  for  againft  Triennial  I  have  heard  it 
faid,  that  the  firfl;  Seftion  would  be  taken  up  in  deciding 
controverted  Ele£^ions ;  and  that  during  the  laft  Seffion, 
the  Members  would  be  fo  much  taken  up  about  foliciting 
tbeir  next  Election,  that  they  would  have  no  Leifure  to 
mind  the  public  Bufmefs ;  fo  that  the  Parliament  would 
have  but  one  Seilion  in  three  to  think  of  any  public 
Matters  ;  ar)d  againft  Annual  Parliaments  it  is  faid,  that 
we  fhould  never  have  Time  to  mind  any  Thing  but 
controverted"  Elections,  But  this  Objection,  Sir,  is 
founded  upon  aSuppofition,  that  in  Triennial  and  Annual 
Parliaments,  there  would  be  as  many  controverted 
!Ele6^ibns  as  in  Septennial,  and  that  all  our  Decifions 
would  Be  as  much  influenced  by  Party  as  they  have  been 
ever  fince  our  Parliaments  were  made  Septennial ;  which 
Suppofition  is,  lam  perfuaded,  without  any  Foundation, 
and  would  very  foon  be  found  jto  be  abfolutely  falfe  ; 
for  if  our  Eleilions  were  annual,  no  Gentleman  would 
put  himfelf  to  the  Trouble  or  Expence  to  petition,  uii- 
lefs  very  mapifeft  Jnjuftice  had  been  done;  and  the  pre- 
vailing Party  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Seflion,  would 
h^ve  no  Occafion  for  what  our  Minifters  now  call  weed- 
iing  the  Houfe,  which  is  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  many 
"  "  '  Petitions 
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Petitions  prefented  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Septennial      Anno  i2. 
Parliament;    becauie  if  a  Candidate  can  now  find  any  Geo.  II.  1744. 
Pretence   for  oHje6ting  againft  the  Election  or  Return, 
he  certainly  petitions,  and  in  cafe  his  Party  prevails,  he 
is  as  certainly  brought  in,  let  his  Petition  be  never  fo  ill 
founded,  when  they  begin  to  weed  the  Houfe. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  true  Caufe  of  the  many  Petitions 
we  have  now  prefented  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Par- 
liament, and  as  this  Caufe  would  be  entirely  removed  by 
making  our  Eledions  annual,  I  am  convinced,  that  in 
a  few  Years  we  lliould  have  very  feldom  any  contro- 
verted Eledions  to  determine  ;  becaufe  by  Means  of  the 
late  AS:  of  Parliament,  for  making  the  laft  Determina- 
tion of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  the  Rule  in  all  future 
£le£l:ions,  the  Right  of  Eledion  is  now,  or  will  very 
foon,  be  indifputably  fettled,  with  regard  to  all  the 
Counties,  Cities,  and  Boroughs  in  the  Kingdom  ;  and 
if  this  Houfe  fhould  make  two  or  three  Examples  of 
ordering  frivolous  Petitioners  to  pay  Cofts,  we  fhould 
not  afterwards,  I  believe,  be  troubled  with  many  Pe- 
titions. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  think,  it  is  evident,  that  no  Objec- 
tion can  be  urged  againfl:  Annual  Parliaments,  but  what 
militates  more  ftrongiy  againft  iriennial,  and  if  we  are 
influenced  by  a  Love  of  Liberty,  and  a  Regard  for  our 
Conftitution,  we  fliould  be  more  fanguine  for  the  for- 
mer than  the  latter  ;  therefore  no  Gentleman  can  vote 
againft  this  Motion,  that  is  heartily  and  fmcerely  for  re- 
ftoring  Triennial  Parliaments ;  and  to  fhew  that  the  lare 
Change  in  my  Circumftances  has  produced  no  Change 
in  my  Way  of  thinking,  nor  (hall  produce  any  Change 
as  to  my  Way  of  ailing  in  this  Houfe,  I  chufe  to  de- 
clare 'myfelf,  in  the  moft  open  Manner,  a  Friend  to  this 
Motion. 

•'  It  was  not,  Sir,  becaufe  our  Anceftors,  in  King 
TVilUain's  Time,  thought  Triennial  Parliaments  better 
than  Annual,  that  they  brought  in  the  Triennial  Bill,  but 
becaufe  they  found  that  a  1  riennial  Bill  was  the  moft 
they  could  at  that  Time  expe6i:  to  obtain  in  Favour  of 
Liberty,  and  we  know  how  difficult  they  found  it  to 
obtain  even  that  Bill's  being  pafled  into  a  Law.  In  one 
>3e/3ion  it  was  reiufed  the  Roval  Affent,  after  it  had 
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^Hfto  18.       palled  both  Houfes,  and  would  probably  the  next  Seffion 
Goo.  II.  «744.^  i^j^yg  j^gj,  ^,j^j^  j,f^g  j-gj^g  Fate,  if  thev  had  not  made  it  a 

Point  that  was  to  be  granted  by  the  Crown,  before  they 
granted  the  Supplies  for  the  then  enfuing  Year.  I  wilh, 
feme  of  my  Friends  had  taken  Care  to  follow  their  Ex- 
ample at  the  Beginning  of  this  Seffion  ;  for  if  they  had, 
we  ihould  not  now  have  been  contefting  the  Propriety 
of  Annual  Parliaments  ;  becaufe  if  they  had  got  a  Bill 
paiTed,  for  reftoring  Triennial  Parliaments,  I  believe  nei- 
ther my  Hon.  Friend,  nor  any  other  Gentleman,  in. 
this  would  have  troubled  them  with  a  Motion  formak-: 
ing  our  Parliaments  annual.  But  as  the  Motion  is 
nov/  made,  and  as  I  think  it  right,  I  think  myfelf  bound 
to  fupport  it  in  the  bed  Manner  I  can,  and  fhall  there- 
fore beg  Leave  to  anfvvcr  the  Objections  made  againft  it 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  who 
fcemed  to  argue  as  if  Corruption  were  become  necef- 
fary  for  fupporting  the  outvv'ard  Form  or  Shadow  of  our 
Conftitution. 

'  If  this  were  the  Cafe,  Sir  ;  if  no  Man  had  any  Re- 
gard to  his  Country  or  Confcience,  or  thought  of  any 
Thing  but  to  promote  his  own  feliifh  Views,  by  his 
Way  of  voting  at  Eledions  or  in  Pailiament,  the  Sub- 
fiance  of  our  Conftitution  would  be  annihilated,  and  it 
would  be  ridiculous  to  preferve  theShadow.  If  I  thought 
fo,  I  fliould  be  for  putting  an  End  to  Parliam.ents,  and 
eftablifxiing  arbitrary  Power  in  its  mod  hmple  and 
defpotic  Form  ;  for  no  Turki/hGr2ind.  Signior  or  Eaftern 
Monarch  ever  committed  fuch  barbarous  and  wanton 
Cruelties,  by  the  Advice  of  his  Divan,  though  all  named 
by  himfelf  alone,  as  the  Roman  Emperors  did  by  the  Ad^ 
vice,  or  with  the  Approbation  of  their  Senate,  which 
bad  the  Appearance  of  being  chofen  h^^  the  People  ;  and 
if  our  King  and  his  Miniilers  were  allured  of  having  al- 
ways a  corrupt  Majority  in  Parliament  under  their  Di- 
rection, they  might,  and  I  am  perfuaded,  fome  future 
Sovereign  would  commit  more  Adts  of  Injuftice  and 
Cruelty,  under  the  Sanction  of  an  A6t  or  Order  of  Par- 
liament, than  any  defpotic  Monarch  durft  venture  up- 
on, had  he  no  Parliament  to  patronize  and  give  Coun- 
tenance to  his  Crimea.  Qui-  Streets  would  be  crowded 
with  Inrormers,  and  upon  the  Evidence  of  fuch  profli- 
gate Wieichepj  our  Parliaments  would  pafs  Bills  of  At- 

tainderj 


[  '  49     3 
iainder,  or   Pains  and  Penalties  againft  Men,  for  no     Anno  ig, 
other  Reafon  but  becaufe  thev  had  acquired  a  good  Cha-  ^^'^  ^^'  »744' 
raster   among  the  People:     Our  People  would  be  op 
prefled  with  Taxes  impofed  by  Parliament,  for  the  en- 
riching of  royal  Favourites,  or  the  carrying  on  of  royal 
Schemes,  that  never  were,  nor  could  be  of  any  Service 
to  the  Nation;  and  the  mofl  pernicions  Meafures  our 
Minifters   could   purfue,  would   be  approved  and   ap- 
plauded by  our  Parliament. 

With  fuch  a  Parliament,  Sir,  could  we  be  faid  to 
enjoy  any  Liberty  ?  Could  our  Government  be  faid  to 
be  a  free  Government  ?  or  our  King  a  limited  Mo- 
narch ?  No,  Sir,  our  Government  would  be  as  arbi- 
trary, and  our  King  as  abfolute,  as  any  upon  Earth  ; 
but  with  this  Difference,  that  fuch  a  Parliament  v/ould 
make  a  good  King  bad,  and  a  bad  one  worfj  ;  there- 
fore, if  our  People  were  fo  generally  abandoned,  as  that 
our  prefent  Form  of  Government  could  not  be  fupporced 
without  a  corrupt  Parliament,  I  (hould  be  for  l^^ying 
afide  the  Form  ;  becaufe  I  am  fure,  the  Nation  Vvould 
be  happier  under  a  fole  arbitrary  Monarch  v/lihout  a 
Parliament,  than  under  a  fole  arbitrary  Monarch  fup- 
ported  and  countenanced  in  all  his  Meafures  by  a  cor- 
rupt Parliament.  But,  thank  God  !  oui"  People  are  not 
yet  fo  generally  abandoued,  though  they  may  probably, 
if  not  neceiraril)^,  beccjme  fo  in  a  few  Years,  unlefs  proper 
Meafures  be  taken  to  give  a  Turn  to  that  felfifh,  merce- 
nary Spirit,  which  has  of  late  been  fo  much  propagated 
amongft  us  ;  and  to  Vnew  that  this  may  be  ti»e  Cafe,  I 
fhall  divide  the  People-  of  this  Country  into  three  Sorts 
or  Ranks  of  Men  :  The  firlt  .is  chat  of  Men  who  have 
no  Price,  who  for  •  no  Fvcw^rd  or  Confideratlon  will 
fubmit  to  adl:  againft  Hcrour  and  Confcience  :  The  fe- 
cond  is  that  Sortof  Mer.  v^ho  have  a  Price,  but  a  pretty 
high  one,  in  Proportion  to  their  Circumftances,  and 
Will  not  a£t  againft  Ho.iour  and  Confcience,  unlefs  you 
can  come  up  to  their  Price  :  ^nd  the  third  is  ihat  Sort 
of  Men  who  have  no  Honour  ^r  Confcience,  and  will 
therefore  accept  of  a  low  Price,  if  they,  iiud  they  can- 
not obtain  a  high  one.  ■} ..,:     - 

'  This,    Sir,    is  the  true  Srate  or   Mankind   in    all 
Countries,  and  at  all  Times,     There  never  w^s  a  Peo- 
ple fo  abandoned,  as  not  to  have  fome  of  the  tirli  bor t 
3  '      aiiicng 


f  so  ] 
Anno  18.  among  them ;  there  never  was  a  People  To  virtuous,  as  not 
Ge:.  Ji.  1744.  jQ  j^^yg  fQjjjg  of  the  fecond,  and  likewife  feme  of  the  laft 
Sdrt  among  them  ,  and  I  am  apt  to  beHeve,  that  there  is 
not  now  a  Country  under  the  Sun,  which  has  not  a 
Majority  of  the  fecond  and  laft  Sort;  but  a  People  is  not 
to  be  called  abandoned,  unlefs  the  Majority  of  them  be 
of  the  laft  Sort ;  for  till  then  the  People  may  be  venal, 
the  Majority  of  them  may  be  of  the  fecond  Sort  of  Men, 
but  their  Price  will  be  fo  high,  that  no  Merchant  can 
be  found  able  to  purchafe.  While  this  continues  to  be 
the  Cafe,  the  Liberties  of  the  People  will  be  fecure 
againft  Corruption ;  but  the  Misfortune  is,  that  all 
thofe  of  the  fecond  Sort  of  Men  are  apt  to  deviate  into 
the  laft;  for  the  Price  of  a  Man^s  Honour,  like  that 
of  a  Woman's  Virtue,  becomes  lefs  every  time  it  is 
purchafed,  and  both,  generally,  at  laft,  become  fo 
abandoned,  as  to  fell  for  any  Price  they  can  get.  To  this 
I  fhail  add.  that  the  Manners  of  a  People  depend  very 
much  upon  Education,  Converfation,  and  Cuftom  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  a  Country  where  great  Numbers  have  al- 
lovv^ed  themfelves  to  be  bought,  and  where  Corruption 
has  been  for  a  long  while  pra£lifed,  it  becomes  cuftom- 
ary,  it  even  becomes  fafhionable  to  fell ;  and  this  by 
Degrees  diminifties  the  Number  of  the  firft  Sort  of  Men, 
aiiid  vaftly  increafes  the  Number  of  the  laft.  Defendit 
numerus  :  No  Man  is  then  afhamed  of  putting  his  Ho- 
nour up  to  Sale  at  Elections  or  in  Parliament  ;  and  whe- 
ther this  does  not  begin  to  be  cur  Cafe,  I  refer  to  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  lately  had  a  general  and  free  Inter- 
courfe  with  Mankind.  It  is,  therefore,  high  time  for  us 
to  put  a  Stop  to  the  Propagation  of  Corruption,  by  put- 
ting it  out  of  the  Power  of  Minifters  to  come  up 
to  the  Price  of  any  Number  of  thofe  who  may  ftill 
be  ranked  amon2;ft  the  fecond  Sort  of  Men  I  have 
mentioned;  for  if  we  can  do  this,  our  Miniflers  can 
expe£l:  no  Succefs  by  Corruption,  and  will,  therefore, 
give  over  the  Pravftice,  efpecially,  as  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous,  if  they  happened  to  fail  of  Succefs, 

*  How  then.  Sir,  can  we  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of 
Minifters  to  come  up  to  the  Price  of  any  Number  of 
thofe  of  the  fecond  Sort  of  Men  ?  Infli6l  what  Penalties 
you  will  upon  Corruption,  they  will  fignify  nothing 
againft  fuccefbful  Corruption ;  for  a  corrupt  Parliament 

will 
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^Hl  always  protecl  the  Corrupters,  as  well  as  the  Cor*  Annp  iS. 
rupted.  There  are,  therefore,  but  two  Ways  of  doing  Geo.  II.  1744. 
thisefFe£!ually:  The  one  is,  by  diminifhing  the  Funds  our  v— -^-y^'"  -^ 
Minifters  have  for  Corruption  ;  which  we  cannot  do  as 
Jong  as  our  Debts  and  our  Taxes  continue  :  The  orther 
is,  by  raifing  the  Price  of  the  fecond  Sort  of  Men  I  have 
mentioned,  fo  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  our  Mi- 
nifters,  even  with  all  the  Funds  they  are  now  pofTefled 
of,  to  corrupt  any  great  Number  of  them.  How  is  this 
to  be  done  ?  Sir,  the  Method  is  plain  and  eafy  :  Reftore 
Annual  Parliaments,  and  ycu  will  greatly  inhance  the 
Price  of  thofe  Votes  that  are  to  be  purchafed,  both  at 
Ele61:ions  and  in  Parliament.  It  is  a  Miftake  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  a  venal  Voter  of  the  fecond  Clafs,  1  have 
mentioned,  will  fell  his  Vote  at  an  Election  of  an  An- 
nual Parliament  for  the  feyenth  Part,  or  for  any  greater 
Fart  of  what  he  fells  his  Vote  for  at  an  Election 
of  a  Septennial  Parliament.  He  has  fo  me  Honour  and 
Confcience  :  It  is  that  he  puts  a  Price  on  ;  and  it  is 
as  great  a  Breach  of  Honour  and  Confcience,  and  as 
great  an  Infamy  to  fell  his  Vote  for  an  Annual,  as  it  is 
to  Tell  it  for  a  Septennial  Parliament.  He  will,  therefore, 
infift  upon  the  fame  Price,  but  the  Minifter  will  not  be 
able  to  give  it  in  mofl  Cafes ;  and,  therefore,  mcft  of 
thofe  of  the  fecond  Clafs  of  Men  will  be  left  to  vote  ac- 
cording to  theirConfcience,  which  they  will  not  do  when 
they  find  they  cannot  get  their  Price  for  voting  other- 
wife.  We  muft  therefore  admit,  that  the  reftoring  of 
Annual  Parliaments  would  be  the  moft  effectual  Me- 
thod we  could  take  for  putting  it  out  of  the  Power  of 
our  Minifters  to  corrupt  any  great  Number  of  our  V^o- 
ters  at  Ele6lions ;  or,  otherwif,",  we  muft  fupoofe,  that 
by  far  the  greateft  Number  of  the  People  of  thisKingdom, 
are  fuch  as  ought  to  be  ranked  in  the  third  Clafs  I  have 
mentioned;  and,  in  that  Cafe,  I  know  no  Remedy  but  pub- 
lic Diftref^,  which  is  often  theReftorer  of  public  Virtue. 
'  But  public  Virtue  is  not  as  yet,  I  hope,  Sir,  brought 
to  fo  low  a  Pafs  in  this  Kingdom  :  I  hope,  we  have  ftill 
a  great  Number  of  the  firft  Sort  of  Men,  and  but  very 
few  of  the  laft;  in  which  Cafe,  it  muft  be  granted,  that 
the  making  our  Parliaments  annual,  would  be  an  ef- 
fe6iual  Bar  to  Corruptions  at  Eleci:ions ;  and  that  it 
would  have  a  more  powerful  EfFe£t  againft  Corruption 
in  Parliamentj  is,  I  think,  as  clear  as  Calculation  can 
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Anno  ig.  make  it.  Whether  there  may  be  amongft  us  any  Num- 
eo-  ,  1744..  1^^^  ^£  thofe  of  the  fecond  Clafs  of  Men  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  what  I  fnall  not  determine ;  but,  I  hope, 
there  are  none  of  the  third  :  I  hope  no  fuch  mean  and 
abandoned  Creatures  will  ever  find  their  Way  into  this 
Houfe  ;  but  if  there  be,  or  if  there  fhould  ever  he  any 
of  the  fecond  Sort  in  this  Houfe,  furely,  a  Minifter  may 
more  eafily  come  up  to  their  Price  in  a  Septennial  than 
in  an  Annual  Parliament.  Surely,  an  Annuity  of  500 
or  1000/.  for  feven  Years,  is  a  higher  Price  than  a 
Sum  of  500  or  loco/.  Therefore,  if  the  loweft  Price 
a  Member  puts  upon  his  Flonour  be  an  Annuity  of  500 
or  1000/.  a  Year,  for  feven  Years,  he  never  will  fell 
for  the  Tingle  Sum  of  500  or  1000/.  and  no  Minifter 
can  fpare  to  give,  or  promife  fuch  an  Annuity  for  one 
Year's  Service  in  Parliament :  Nay,  if  he  (liould  pro- 
mife it,  no  Man,  after  his  being  turned  out  of  Parlia- 
ment, could  depend  upon  the  Performance  of  fuch  a 
Promife  ;  and  if  there  were  little  or  no  Corruption  at 
Elections,  as  there  could  not  be  were  they  annual,  every 
Member  v/ould  be  turned  out  at  the  next  Election,  who 
voted  in  Parliament  contrary  to  the  Inftru(5tions  or  Sen- 
timents of  the  Majority  of  his  Conftituents.  Whereas, 
in  Septennial  Elections,  there  will  always  be  great  Cor- 
ruption, and  if  a  Member  faves  100/.  or  200/.  yearly 
of  his  Septennial  Annuity,  he  may  hope,  by  the  Means 
of  Corruption,  to  get  himfelf  rechofen  at  the  next  ge- 
nera! Elediion,  whereby  he  fecures  his  A^nnuity  for  a 
newT^rm,  and  this  will  always  be  an  additional  Induce- 
ment for  a  Member's  accepting  of  it  at  firll. 

*^  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  bir,  feemed  to  be  in  a  great 
Fright,  left  Annual  Parliaments,  chofen  without  any 
Corruption,  ftiould  occafion  an  Annual  Change  in  our 
Aidminiftration,  which  is  a  Danger  that  gives  me  very 
little  Concern  ;  for,  I  believe,  it  would  be  happy  for 
the  Nation  weie  fuch  a  Change  eftablilhed  by  ourCon- 
ititution.  I  believe,  it  would  contribute  not  a  little  to 
the  general  Welfare,  to  have  all  our  chief  Statefmen 
changed  every  Year.  Why  this  fiiould  produce  an  an- 
nual Change  in  our  Meafures,  I  cannot  comprehend.  It 
had  no  fuch  Confequence  in  the  Commonwealth  oi' Rome^ 
where  all  their  chief  Magiftrates  were  annually  chofen, 
and  annually  changed  ;  for  the  fame  Men  were  never, 

or 
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or  very  feldom,  rechofen  into  any  of  their  high  Offices,     ^j^j^^ 
till  towards  the  Decline  of  their  Commonwealth ;  and  Geo 
a  Departure  from  this  Maxim,  at  laft  proved  its  Ruin ; 
yet  there  never  was  a  State  whofe  Meafures  were  more 
lleady  than  thofe  of  that  Republic  ;  and,  I  believe,  our 
Meafures  would   be  more  fleady  than  they  are,  had  we 
a   new  Adminidration    every   Year.      Our    Meafures 
would  net  then  be  the  Meafures  of  this  or  that  Admini- 
ftration,    but   the  Meafures  of  Great  Britain^    which 
would,   in  their  Nature,  be  at  all  Times  pretty  much 
the  fame,  but  are  fuch  as  have  been  very  little  thought 
of  by  any  Adminiftration  within  my  Memory. 

*  An  annual  Change  in  our  Adminiftration  is,  there- 
fore, in  my  Opinion,  Sir,  rather  a  defirable  than  a 
dreadful  Thing  5  but  let  it  be  which  it  will,  it  could  be 
no  neceflary  Confequence  of  Annual  Parliaments.  With 
fuch  Parliaments,  I  fhall  grant,  that  an  Adminiftration 
could  not  long  preferve  themfelves  in  Power,  if  they 
purfued  Meafures  direci:ly  oppofite  to  the  true  Intereft 
of  the  Nation,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  thought  an 
ObjecSbion  to  our  making  our  Parliaments  annual  5  but 
if  the  Adminiftration  purfued  fteadily  the  true  Intereft  of 
the  Nation,  and  managed  with  Care  and  Oeconomy  the 
public  Treafure,  fuch  Parliaments  would  fupport  them 
as  long  as  they  lived.  They  would  have  no  Ufe  for 
Corruption ;  for  as  fuch  Adminiftrations  are  rarely  to  be 
met  with,  the  whole  Nation,  would  be  fond  of  conti- 
nuing them  in  Power,  and  would  always  chufe  for 
their  Reprefentativcs  fuch  Men  as  feemed  agreeable  to 
fuch  an  Adminiftration.  I  fhail  admit,  that  a  fincere 
and  difmterefted  Regard  for  the  public  Good  has  met 
with  great  Difcouragement  for  thefe  laft  twenty  or 
thirty  Years,  and  has  confequently  very  much  declined; 
but  there  are  Itill  great  Numbers  that  are  governed  by 
it  in  their  Way  of  voiing  boch  at  Elediions  and  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  notwirhftanding  the  prodigious  Increafe 
of  Pofts,  Places,  and  Offices,  there  are  ftill  vaft  Num- 
bers of  People  who  never  had  a  Thought  of  getting  into 
any  Place  or  Office  :  All  thefe  vi'ould  join  in  the  Sup* 
port  of  an  Adminiftration  whofe  Meafures  they  approved 
of;  and  thefe,  with  the  interefted  Friends  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration, would  always  be  an  Overmatch  for  thofe 
that  might  expe(^  fome  Advantage  by  a  Change,     Tiiis. 

would 
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Anns  il  would  be  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  Ele(5lions,  ^nd  v9hu 
Ceo.  II.  1744*  regard  to  Parliament  it  would  be  the  lame  :  In  all  Qyef- 
tions  there,  the  Mirrifters  would  be  joined  by  all  the 
difmterefted  Lovers  of  their  Country,  and  by  all  who 
could  expe6l  no  Advantage  by  a  Change,  as  well  as  by 
thofe  who  enjoyed  or  expected  fome  Advantage  from 
them  ;  and  thefe  w^ould  always  out-number  the  Fadlious 
or  Seditious;  for  under  a  juft  and  wife  Adminiflration, 
Fa(Sl:ion  can  never  fhewits  Head  :  It  never  did,  it  never 
can  rear  its  Creft  but  upon  fome  falfe  Step  made  by  the 
Adminiftration  ;  and  therefore,  as  long  as  we  have  any 
confiderable  Number  of  honefl  Men  amon^ft  us,  or  any 
confiderable  Number  of  Men  who  expe6t  no  Place  or 
Office  under  any  Adminiftration,  we  mull  conclude, 
that  a  juft  and  wife  Adminiftration  can  never  be  in  arry 
Danger  of  being  removed  by  an  Annual  Parliament. 

'  Another  Fright  the  Hon.  Gentleman  feemed  to  be 
in,  Sir,  was,  left  by  what  is  now  propofed  wethouM 
enable  the  Parliament  to  ufurp  the  whole  Government 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  to  treat  the  King   as  the  Long 
Paiiiament    treated  King   Charles  the  Ift ;  but  to  any 
one  who  confiders  this  Motion,  and  recollects  the  Flif- 
tory  of  that  unfortunate  Prince's  Reign.  this^Danger 
muft  appear  altogether  chimerical.    The  Parliament,  or 
rather  the  mock  Aftembly,   which  authorized  that  Tra- 
gedy, was  not  a  Parliament,  or  fo  much  as  the  Refem- 
blance  of  a  Parliament ;  and    therefore  we  are   not   to 
judge  of  what  a  regular  Parliament  may  do,  from  any 
Thuig  they  did.     Befides,   the  Motion   now  before  us, 
is  fofar  from  being  a  Mention  for  the  Parliament's  con- 
finuing   to  fit  till  they  confent  to  their  own  Difiblution 
or  Prorogation,  that  the  very  Delign  of  the  Motion  is  to 
prevent  is   being  in  their  Power  to  continue  fitting  for 
above  a  Twelvemonth  ;  and  though   the  Crown  is,  by 
what  is  now  propofed,  to  be  obliged  to  call  a  new  Par- 
liament   every    Year,     there  is   nothing    propofed   for 
obliging  the  Crown  to  allow  that  Parliament  to  fit  for 
any  determinate  Time,  or  not  to  dillolve  or  prorogue  it 
when  the  Crown  fhall  think  fit  ;  fo  that  if  the  Parliament 
fhould,  upon  its  firft  alfembling,  appear  to  be  fadlious, 
or  fliould  begin  to  proceed   in  a  factious  Manner,  the 
Crown  might,   notwithftanding  any  Thing  now  pro- 
pofed. 
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pofcd,  diflblve  fuch  a  Parliament,  and  immediately  iffue      AnnoiS. 
Writs  for  calling  another.     Is  there  therefore  the  leaft  ^^eo.  Ii.  1741. 
Ground  for  apprehending,  that  the  Crown  would,  by 
fuch  a  Law  as  is  now  propofed,  lofe  all  its  Power  over 
Parliaments  ;  or  that  a  fadlious  Parliament  could  conti- 
nue fitting  till  they  had  ufurped  any  greater  Share  in 
the  Government  than  what  belongs  to  them  ? 

'  Sir,  there  is  nothing  in  this  Motion  that  makes  it 
necefTary  for  the  Crown  to  allow  the  Parliament  to  fit 
at  all.  Writs  may  be  ifTued,  a  Parliament  may  be  called, 
and  yet  that  Parliament  may  never  be  allowed  to  fit: 
It  may  be  prorogued  from  Time  to  Time  till  the  Ex- 
piration of  the  Year,  and  then  a  new  Parliament  called, 
which  may  be  treated  in  the  fame  Manner,  notwith- 
f^anding  any  Thing  propofed  by  the  Words  of  this  Mo- 
tion :  A  Debate  upon  this  Subjed:  is  therefore  prema- 
ture: Whether  there  is  to  be  any  Claufe  in  the  Bill  for 
enforcing  the  Sitting,  as  well  as  the  Calling,  of  a  new 
Parliament  every  Year,  is  what  I  do  not  know;  but  if 
there  (hould  be  fuch  a  Claufe,  it  would  only  be  an  At- 
tempt to  get  an  exprefs  Law  for  what  we  have  ever  fince 
the  Revolution  endeavoured  to  do  by  ourconftant  Prac- 
tice ;  for  by  paffing  only  an  annual  Bill  for  the  Land-Tax, 
the  Malt-Tax,  and  for  preventing  Mutiny  and  Defer- 
tion,  we  do  as  much  as  lies  in  our  Power  to  make  it 
necefTary  for  our  Sovereign  to  have  a  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ament  every  Year,  and  as  long  a  Seffion  as  we  pleafe ; 
becaufe  we  may  put  off  the  paffing  of  thofe  Bills,,  till  we 
have  done  all  that  we  think  necelfary  to  be  done  in  that 
Seffion  ;  and  I  wifh  fomething  like  this  had  been  pradtiTed 
in  this  Seffion :  I  am  very  fure,  the  People  expe6ted  it, 
when  they  heard  of  the  Change  made  in  our  Adminiftra- 
tion  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Seffion  ;  and  will  be  ex- 
tremely difappointed,  and  even  exafperated,  if  they  fee 
this  Seffion  ended,  without  any  Thing  done  for  fecuring 
th^ir  Liberties  againft  thofe  Dangers,  which  a  late  Re- 
port has  made  apparent  to  the  whole  Nation. 

'  I.  hope,  1  have  now  anfwered  all  the  material  Ob- 
jections made  againft  the  Billnov/  propofed,  except  that 
of  its  being  unnecefTary  ;  for  according  to  what  the 
Hon.  Geniltman  faid  who  fpoke  lafl,  v/e  have  no  Oc- 
cafion  to  make  any  Regulation  againft  Corruption  :  Nav, 
we  ought  not  to  prevent  it^  if  it  were  in  cur  Power  -, 

becaiiie, 
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AnnoiS.  becaufe,  as  he  faid,  it  may  now  and  then  be  of  Ser- 
Geo.  ji.  1744.  vice,  and  even  neceflary  for  blunting  the  Edge  of  Fac- 
tion, but  can  never  be  of  any  dangerous  Confequence 
to  our  Liberties.  Thefe  can  never,  according  to  him, 
be  overturned  by  Corruption  alone ;  beeaufe,  unlefs 
Violence  and  Force  be  made  Ufe  of^  our  People  can 
never  be  induced  by  Corruption  alone,  to  fupport  an 
Adminiftration,  who  are  purfuing  Meafures  that  are  ap- 
parently againft  the  Intereil,  oi^  inconfiftent  with  the 
Liberties  of  the  Nation.  This,  Sir,  is  fuch  a  new 
Do6trine,  that  I  am  at  a  Lofs  how  toanfwer  it.  I  have 
always  till  now  heard  it  admitted,  that  to  a  free  State 
Corruption  is  of  all  other  Dangers  the  greatell,  beeaufe 
the  leaft  fenfible.  I  fnall  grant,  that  after  the  People 
become  fenfible  of  their  Danger,  the  Enemies,  or  the 
Deftroyers  of  their  Liberties  muft  have  a  Force  fufHcient 
to  compel  their  Submiffion  ;  but  by  what  Means  can 
the  Enemies  of  public  Liberty  poflefs  themfelves  of  the 
Force  requifite  for  this  Purpofe  ?  Sir,  it  is  by  Corrup- 
tion ?lone  they  can  poirefs  themfelves  of  this  Force  ; 
and  being  once  polTeffed  of  it,  thofe  they  cannot  corrupt, 
they  compel,  and  thofe  they  cannot  compel,  they  de- 
ilroy.  This,  Sir,  is  the  Method  by  which  all  free 
States  have  been  deftroyed  :  The  People  are,  by  Cor- 
ruption alone,  induced  to  depart  from  fome  of  the  fun- 
damental Maxims  of  their  Conftitution,  or  to  delay 
providing  in  a  proper  Manner  againft  fome  emergent 
Dangers,  and  by  this  Means  fome  one  Man,  or  fome  Set^ 
of  Men,  get  fo  much  Power  into  their  Hands,  and  fuch 
a  Force  at  their  Command,  as  enables  them  to  overturn 
the  Conftitution.  Till  they  have  done  this,  ihty  care- 
fully conceal  their  Defigns,  and  generally  put  on  the 
Vizard  of  Liberty,  which  makes  their  Corruption  the 
more  fuccefsful ;  for  if  they  were  to  deal  openly  and 
avowedly  ;  if  they  were  to  tell  the  Corrupted  plainly, 
that  the  Bribe  they  offered  was  for  their  Liberty,  and 
that  if  they  accepted  what  was  offered,  and  voted  as 
direilcd,  they  and  their  Poderity  muft  for  ever  be 
Slaves :  I  fay.  Sir,  if  the  Corruptors  were  to  make  Ufe 
of  fuch  plain  Language,  they  would  meet  with  very  lit- 
le  Succefs.  But  fome  plaufible  Pretence  is  always  made 
ufe  of,  which  affords  an  Excufe  to  the  Abandoned,  and 
the  profcred  Bribe  fo  obfcures  the  Eyes  even  of  thofe 
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^hat  are  not  quite  abandoned,  as  prevents  their  feeing 
through  the  thin  Pretence  made  Ufe  of.  Thus  Julius 
Cafar  bh'nded  the  Rotnans^  or,  at  leait,  the  Aiuititude 
in  that  City,  till  he  made  himfelf  Mafler  of  fuch  an 
Army  as  he  thought,  and  afterwards  found  fufHcienc 
for  making  himfelf  abfolute  Mafter  of  that  famous 
Republic  ;  and  this  Nation  in  particular  ought  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  was  an  inordinate  Defire  to  humble  or 
conquer  France,  then  called  Gaul,  that  was  the  Cau'e 
of  the  DeftrucSlion  of  Roman  Liberty. 

^  Therefore,  Sir,  though  it  be  admitted,  that  the 
People  of  England  coxAdi  not  be  tempted,  by  Corruption 
alone,  to  fupport  an  Adminiftration  in  an  open  and 
avowed  Attack  upon  their  Liberties;  yet  upon  various 
Pretences,  rendered  feafible  by  Corruption,  they  may- 
be tempted  to  lodge  fo  much  Power  in  the  Crown,  as 
may  enable  Minifters  to  make  ufe  of  open  Force,  if 
ever  they  fnould  find  it  necellary  ;  for  this  they  will  ne- 
ver do,  as  long  as  they  can  obtain  every  Thing  they 
defire  by  Corruption  alone;  and  the  longer  they  fucceed 
by  Corruption,  the  more  eafy  and  fecure  will  their  Suc- 
cefs  become  in  every  future  Period  of  Time  ;  becaufe 
when  Oppofition  has,  by  long  Experience,  been  found 
to  be  fruitlefs,  it  will  at  laft  become  ridiculous,  and 
then  the  few  A^irtuous  that  may  remain  amongft  us, 
will  think  of  nothing  but  paf^ng  away  their  Time 
in  Indolence  and  Obfcurity.  With  Mr.  Addifon^  in  his 
Tragedy  of  C/7/^,they  will  all  fay. 

When  Vice  prevails,  and  wicked  Men  bear/way^ 
The  P oft  of  Honour  is  a  private  Station, 

But  if,  by  Chance,  a  Glimmering  of  Public  Spirit  Ihould 
break  forth,  as  it  fometimes  did,  even  under  the  Empe- 
rors oi R^me^  and  our  Minifters  fhould  find,  they  could 
not  carry  their  Point  by  Corruption  alone,  they  would 
then  do  as  the  Roman  Emperors  dii(\  ;  they  would  make 
ufe  of  that  Power  or  Force  which  Corruption  had  be- 
fore furnifhed  them  with,  and  Pretences  would  be  found 
for  removing  or  deftroying  all  thofe  they  found  they 
could  not  corrupt.  It  v/ould  then  be  too  late  to  think 
of  a  Remedy  for  the  Evil,  by  any  Bill  that  could  be  con- 
trived.  Inter  Arm  a  ftle7it  Leges :  Againft  Force  nothing 
but  a  fuperior  Force  could  prevail ;  and  if  the  Army  we 
Vol.  II,  £  now 
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Anno  18.  "ow  keep  tip  ftiould  once  be  as  much  attached  to  th6 
Oeo.  II. '744.  Crown,  SiS  Julius  Cafar' s  Anny  waste  him,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  know,  where  we  could  find  a  Force  fuperior 
to  that  Army,  confidering  the  prefent  unarmed  and  un- 
difciplined  State  of  the  reft  of  the  People  of  this  King- 
dom. 

'  This,  Sir,  brings  to  my  Mind,  what  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  was  plea(ed  to  fay  about  the  Decline  of  that 
warlike  Spirit,  for  which  our  Anceftors  were  fo  famous. 
The  Abolifhingof  our  military  Tenures  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  fome  Caufe  of  this ;  but  if  our  Militia  had 
been  put  upon  a  right  Footing,  the  fame  warlike  Spi- 
rit might  have  been  kept  up  among  the  People,  with- 
out thofe  Incumbrances  upon  Property,  which  were  in- 
cident to  military  Tenures,  efpeeially  if  our  Court  had 
taken  Care  to  give  Encouragement  to,  and  fhewn  a  due 
Regard  for  Gentlemen  who  fludied  the  military  Art, 
and  endeavoured  to  inftrudl  and  improve  the  Militia 
of  their  refpedive  Counties  j  but  ever  fince  our  Court 
began  to  think  of  a  ftanding  Army,  they  have  made  it 
their  Bufinefs  to  render  our  Militia  not  only  ufelefs  but 
contemptible;  and  they  have,  at  laft,  fo  far  fucceeded, 
that  all  Gentlemen  defpife  having  any  Poft  or  Com- 
mand in  the  Militia.  The  Army  and  the  Navy  are  now 
the  only  Bodies  of  Men,  among  whom  any  Sort  of  mi- 
litary Difcipline  is  to  be  learned,  or  any  Chara6ter  ac- 
quired ;  and  even  among  them,,  the  military  Art  feems 
to  be  confined  to  the  little  Pundlilioes  neceflary  for  a  Re- 
view, or  other  ceremonial  Appearance  ;  becaufe  there 
has  not,  of  late  Years,  been  the  leaft  Encouragement  for 
purfuing  the  Study  of  that  Art  any  farther.  Military 
Merit  has  never,  in  any  of  our  late  military  Preferment?, 
been  in  the  leafl:  regarded  :  Nothing  but  a  Parliamen- 
tary Intereft  has  been  thought  of  5  and,  therefore,  none,, 
or  very  few  of  the  Officers  of  our  Army  or  Navy,  have 
putthemfelves  to  the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  acquiring 
thsofe  Qj^jalifications,  which,  they  knew,  could  be  of 
r.o  Service  to  them  as  to  their  Advancement  in  the  Ar- 
my or  Navy.  This,  Sir,  is  one  of  the  Caufes  of  our 
having  met  with  Co  bad  Succefs  in  all  our  late  warlike 
I^.xpeditions,  and  v/ill  be  the  Ruin  both  of  our  Army 
and  Navy,  if  our  Liberties  be  not  foon  overturned,  or 
re-cllablifhed  upon  a  firm  Baiis,  • 

«  If 


,  ^  If  our  Liberties,  I  mean  the  Shadow  as  well  as  the  .  Amo  t8. 
Gubftance  of  Liberty,  were  overturned  ;  that  is  to  fay,  Geo:  ii.  17  4. 
if  Parliarnents  were  laid  afide,  military  Merit  might 
have  a  Chance  for  meeting  with  fome  Regard,  becaufe 
pur  Officers  woiild  then  have  no  other  Merit  to  plead 
for  their  Advancement.  On  the  other  Hand,  if  our 
Liberties  were  re-eftablifhed  upon  a  firm  Bafis ;  that 
is  to  fay,  if  Minifters  were  deprived  of  all  Hopes  of 
gaining  the  Approbation  or  Confent  of  Parliament,  by 
any  other  Method  than  that  of  the  RecSlitude  of  their 
Meafures,  no  Officer  could  plead  any  Merit  from  his 
Method  of  voting,  either  at  £le£lionsor  in  Parliament. 
He  could  have  no  other  Merit  to  plead  for  his  Prefer- 
ment but  his  military  Qualifications  and  Condudt  ;  arid 
if  any  Minifter  made  Sale  of  Pofts  in  our  Army  or  Navy^ 
or  difpofed  c^f  them  to  undeferving  Men,  on  Account 
of  fome  Relation  or  perfdnal  Attachihent,  it  would  be 
loon  taken  Notice  of  and  cohdignly  puniflied  by  an  inde- 
pendent Parliament;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  more  dan- 
gerous to  a  free  People.  If  the  Approbation  of  Parlia- 
ment were  to  proceed  only  from  a  Convi(Stion  of  the 
Wifdorh  and  Redlitude  of  a  Minifter's  Meafures,  could 
it  be  more  difficult  for  him  to  obtain  the  Approbation 
of  an  Annual,  than  of  a  Septennial  Parliament  ?  Oil 
the  contrary,  it  would  be  lefs  difficult ;  becaufe  Fa£licn 
is  more  apt  to  take  Root  and  grow  formidable  in  a  Sep- 
tennial, than  in  an  Annual  Parliarhent ;  unlefs  a  Party, 
whofe  Oppofition  to  minifterial  Meafures  is  approved  of 
and  applauded  by  the  whole  Nation,  except  the  Tools 
of  Power  is  to  be  called  a  Faction,  which  has  beenofteii, 
and  may  be  the  Cant  of  a  Court,  but  will  never  be  made 
ufe  of  by  any  impartial  Man,  who  underftands  what  is 
meant  by  Faction.  Therefore,  what  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man meant  by  your  making  it  more  difficult  for  a  Mi- 
nifter to  have  his  Meafures  approved  of  in  Parliament^ 
Can  relate  to  ho  Approbation  but  what  is  procured  by 
Bribery  and  Corruption,  and  confequently  was  a  Con- 
fefiion  of  that  Principle  which  I  am  fupporting  and  he 
had  been  arguing  againft  ;  I  mean,  that  it  would  be 
more  difficult  for  a  A4inlfter  to  obtain  a  corrupt  Ma-*- 
jority  in  an  Annual  than  in  a  Triennial  Parliament. 

'  From  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  ov.'h  ihewing,  I  there-* 

fore  think  it  is  plain,  that  while  the  Independency  of 
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Parliament  is  in  any  partial  Degree  preferved,  we  can 
have  no  true  military  Spirit  in  our  Fleets  or  Arrtiies* 
When  a  Minifter  has  by  Bribery,  and  by  a  cunning 
Difpofal  of  Commiilidris,  Polls,  and  Places,  made  him- 
felf  Mafter  of  moft  of  our  Ele6Hons,  and  has  thereby 
made  himfelf  fecure  of  having  always  a  great  Majority 
in  Parliament,  he  may  venture  to  fhew  fome  Regard 
to  military  Merit ;  but  till  then,  if  he  has  the  leaft 
Hope  of  gaining  this  Point,  nothing  but  Parliamentary 
Merit  will  be  regarded.  A  Gentleman  of  our  Army 
or  Navy  may,  for  his  own  Sake,  preferve  fome  Cha- 
racter as  to  his  perfonal  Courage;  but  nothing  more  of 
the  military  Art  will  be  ftudied  by  any  of  them,  than 
what  is  necelFary  for  a  Review  or  a  Salute.  An  Army 
or  a  Squadron  may  be  deftroyed  by  the  Ignorance  or 
Incapacity  of  a  Commander,  but  flill  he  will  be  con- 
fmued  in  Command,  if  he  has  but  a  good  Stock  of 
Parliamentary  Merit :  Nay,  even  Cowardice  itfelf  will 
be  excufed  in  an  Officer,  if  he  has  but  been  diligent  in 
betraying  his  Country  at  Ele6lions  or  in  Parliament. 
Sir,  I  will  pufh  this  Argument  a  little  farther :  I  will' 
fay,  that  v^^hile  the  Shadow  of  our  Conftitution  is  pre- 
served, that  is,  while  we  have  any  Parliament  chofen 
Ky  the  People,  the  Effe6l:  muft  be  the  fame.  When  a 
Minifier'has  by  Bribery  and  a  cunning  Difpofal  of  Com- 
iniilions,  PoPiS,  and  Places,  made  himfelf  Mafter  of 
moft  of  our  Eleftions,  by  the  fmie  Means  he  acquired 
that  Power  hi  muft  preferve  it.  Parliamentary  Merit 
he  mufi:  fiill  make  the  Standard  for  purchafmg  his  Fa- 
vour. This  he  muft  ftili  prefer  to  all  other  Sort  of 
Merit ;  and  mail  allow  it  to  be  an  Atonement  for 
every  DtkS:  in  civil  as  well  as  military  Employments; 
f.)r  having  difobliged  all  the  Men  of  Honour  or  Merit 
in  ibe  Kingdom,  as  lie  muft  do  before  he  can  by  fuch 
Means  acquire  fuch  a  Power,  he  can- depend  upon  none 
but  the  Wortlilefs  and  Abandoned  for  his  Support,  and 
their  Favour  he  can  preferve  by  no  other  Method  than 
that  by  which  he  acquired  it.  What  a  pernicious  Sort 
of  Government,  what  a  farcical  Form  of  Liberty  would 
this  be  ?  We  muft  therefore  prelerve  the  Subftance  of 
our  Conftitution,  l>y  prefcrving  the  Independency  of 
Parliiiment,  or  we  ought  to  give  up  the  Form,  fmce  we 
cannot  preferve  the  Subflance. 

«  There 
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^  There  fs  no  Medium,  Sir  :  The  Effcds  of  Corrup-  Anno  iS. 
tion  have  of  late  become  fo  evident,  that  if  we  do  not  ^^o-  ^^-  '744. 
bring  in  and  pafs  fome  proper  and  effectual  Bills  for 
fecuring  our  Independency,  we  ought,  I  think,  to  make 
Giir  laft  Will  and  Teftament,  by  bringing  in  and  pafling 
one  fhort  Bill  for  vefling  all  the  Powers  of  Parliament 
in  the  King  and  his  Privy  Council ;  which  is  the  eafiell 
and  moft  expeditious  Way  of  putting  an  End  to  the 
Form  or  Shadow  of  our  Conflitution  ;-  and  in  my  Opi- 
nion, no  Gentleman  who  oppofes  the  firft  of  thefe  Ex- 
pedients, will  oppofe  the  lait,  for  any  Reafon  but  that 
of  his  being  loth  to  put  an  End  to  a  Market  in  which 
he  has  by  Experience  found  great  Advantage. 

'  From  what  1  havefaid,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  while 
our  Minifters  govern,  or  have  any  Hopes  of  governing 
by  a  corrupt  Parliament,  they  will  never  duly  encou- 
rage or  promote  a  true  military  Spirit  among  our  Sol- 
diers or  Seamen  ;  and  Experience,  as  well  as  Reafon, 
muft  convince  us,  that  while  they  are  provided  by  Par- 
liament with  a  ftanding  Army,  they  will  difcournge,  as 
much  as  pollible,  any  Sort  of  martial  Spirit  or  milicary 
Difcipline  among  the  reft  of  the  People.  Now,  Sir, 
with  regard  to  the  Decay  cf  Hofpitality,  and  the  vaft 
Refort  of  our  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  to  London^  1  fhail 
.grant,  that  the  latter  may  in  fome  Meafure  depend  up- 
on Fafhion ;  but  what  is  it  introduced  that  Fafhion  ? 
Was  it  not  the  Eft:ablifhment  of  Septennial  Parliaments? 
When  the  Long  Parliament  v^as  caled  in  King  Charles 
,the  lid's  Time,  no  Man  fuppofed  that  it  w-is  to  con- 
tinue for  feven  Years,  though  by  their  Complaifauce 
they  got  themfelves  continued  much  longer :  Every  one 
fuppofed,  that  the  Parliament  would  be  diilolved  iji  tv/o 
or  three  Years  at  fartheft,  or  that  there  v/ould  not  be 
a  Seilion  annually ;  therefore  none  or  \t\v  or  the  Mem- 
bers then  thought  of  bringing  up  their  Families  to  refiue 
in  London^  but  when  the  Septennial  Bill  was  fubfcituted 
in  Lieu  of  the  Triennial,  every  one  knew,  that  there 
would  necefTarily  be  a  Seflion  annually  ;  and  by  the  Ma- 
jority the  Court  had  in  that  Parliament,  the  Membera 
wereafTured,  that  the  Parliament  would  not  be  diiTo|vec| 
till  near  the  Expiration  of  the  Term,  which  made  mofl 
of  the  Members  refoive  to  take  up  their  Relidence  in 
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Anno  1^.       London  ;  efpccially  as  many  of  them  had  found,  by  tbg 
Gfto^.  1744-    Courfe  of  Ele(5lions  for  that  very  Parliament,  that  no- 
*  thing  but  downright  Bribery  could  fecure   their  next 

Ele6iion.  This  introduced  the  Fafhion,  and  that  Falhion 
has  of  Courfe  put  an  End  to  oar  antient  Hofpitality  i 
for  when  a  Nobleman  or  Gentleman  goes  down  once 
in  feven  Years  to  keep  open  Houfe  at  his  Country  Seat, 
and  to  make  all  the  Neig^ibourhood  drunk  for  a  We?k 
or  two,  I  am  furprized  to  hear  it  called  Hofpitalityo 
So  far  from  being  Hofpitality,  it  is.  Sir,  a  moft  perni- 
cious Pradtice,  becaufe  it  corrupts  the  Morals  of  the 
People,  by  leading  them  into  a  Courfe  of  Idlenefs  and 
Debauchery. 

*  This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  confider  the  EfFeffc  our  Sep- 
tennial Parliaments  have  had  upon  the  Honefty,  Fru- 
gality, and  Induitry  of  the  People,  which  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  fays,  would  fuffer  more  from  Annual,  than 
they  ever  did  from  Septennial   Ekif^ions ;  but  in  order 
to  prove  this,  he  is  guilty  of  what  we  call,  Petitio  Prin- 
clpii 'y  for  he  fuppofes  that  at  Annual  Elections  there 
will  be  as  much  Bribery  and  Debauchery  as  there  are 
now  at  Septennial,  which  is  exprefsly  denied,  and  is 
indeed  impoilible,  becaufe  neither  Courtiers  nor  Counr 
try  Gentlemen  would  be  able  to  bear  the  Expence.     If 
Annual  Parliaments  were  reftored,  our  Country  Gen^ 
tlemen  would  then  begin  again  to  cultivate  their  natu- 
ral Intereft  in  (heir  refpecSlive  Counties :  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  they  would  return  again  to  refide  at  their  Country 
Seats,  where  they  would,  as  formerly,  entertain  therr 
Neighbours  hofpitably,  without  tempting  them  to  Idle- 
nefs or  Debauchery  ;  and  the  Ele6^ions   would  return 
fo  frequently,  and  vi'ould  be  of  fo  little  Value  to  Cour- 
tiers, that  it  would  be  impoflible  for  them,  with  all  the 
places  and  Penfions  a  Minifter  could   beftow,  to  bribe 
Country  Gentlemen  out  of  their  natural  Intereft.  There- 
fore, I  am  convinced,  that  in  a  fhort  Time  there  would 
be  no  Bribery,  nor  any  very  expenfive  public  Enter- 
tainments at  EIe6tions ;   and  cbnfequently  the  People 
would  be  expofed  to  no  fuch  Terriptations  to  Idlenefs, 
Extravagance,  and  Debauchery,  as  they  have  been  ever 
fince  we  had  Septennial  Parliaments ;  nor  would  Coun- 
try Gentlemen  be  tempted  to  refick  here  in  London^ 
'  '  where 
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wlierc  they  fpend  their  Eftates  in  extravagant  Fooleries,  Anno  ig. 
and  the  Confumption  of  foreign  Luxuries;  but  on  the  Geo.  11.  1744. 
contrary,  all  thofe  who  had  any  Thought  of  ever  hav- 
ing the  Honour  to  reprefent  their  Country  in  Parlia- 
ment, U'ould  be  obliged  to  live  at  their  Country  Seats, 
where  of  courfe  they  would  fpend  their  Ellates  in  Hof- 
pitality,  and  in  the  Confumption  of  the  Produce  of 
neighbouring  Farmers. 

*  In  ftiort.  Sir,  the  Advantages  of  Parliaments  an- 
nually chofen  are  fo  great,  fo  many,  and  fo  apparent, 
that  I  wonder  they  have  not  been  oftener  moved  for,  and 
more  ftrenuoufly  infifted  upon,  than  I  find  they  have 
by  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe.  The  Caufe  of  this  is 
certainly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Influence  IVl in iflers  have 
always  had  in  this  Houfe  ;  for  as  frequent  new  Parlia- 
ments are  troublefome  even  to  the  beft  of  Minifters^ 
and  of  extraordinary  dangerous  Confecjuence  to  the 
worft,  of  which  this  Nation  has  had  its  full  Share,  I  do 
not  wonder  at  Minifters  taking  hold  of  all  Occafions  to 
<advife  their  Sovereign  not  to  call  a  new  Parliament ; 
and  this,  no  Doubt,  was  the  Caufe  of  Edward  the  Illd's 
fo  often  failing  to  perform  that  Law,  to  which  he  had 
himfelf  given  the  Royal  A/Tent.  The  fame  Caufe 
prompted  thofe  wicked  Minifters  of  Richard  the  lid  to 
contrive  and  pra6life  the  Method  of  continuing  the  farpe 
Parliament  for  feveral  Years  by  Prorogation  ;  and  the 
fame  Caufe  prevailed  with  the  firft  Parliament  of  the 
late  King  to  turn  our  Triennial  Parjiaments  into  Sep- 
tennial ;  to  make  the  Bill  for  that  Purp^gire  take  Plape 
for  the  very  Parliament  then  in  bung,  though  it  was 
much  questioned  whether  or  no  they  had  a  Power  to  do 
fo ;  and  to  make  the  Bill  perpetual,  though  the  chief 
Arguments  then  offered  in  Favour  of  the  Bill,  could 
operate  no  farther  than  for  making  it  temporal.  This 
Averfion  which  Minifters  in  all  Ages  have  fliewn  £0 
frequent  Ele(!lions,  is  with  me.  Sir,  as  ftrong  an  Ar- 
gument as  any  I  have  mentioned  for  making  them  as 
frequent  as  pollible ;  and  confequently  for  my  concurring 
with  my  Hon.  Friend  in  this  Motion/ 

The  Queftion  being  then  put,  that  Leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  enforce  the  Calliiig  of  a  new  Par- 
liament every  Year,  after  the  Expiration  of  the  prefer. t 
E  4         -  "Pnrlia- 
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.3\nno  I?,.       Parliament;  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by    145  to 

Geo.  11.  »741._    jj^^ 

Resolutions  of  '  ^^'  ^^^^  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply 
the  Committee  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.  I.  That  200,479/.  9^. 
ot  Supply.  10 d.  be  granted  for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  including 

Half- pay  to  Sea-OiHcers,  for  the  Year  1745.  2.  That 
J 2,000/.  be  granted  towards  building  an  Hofpital  near 
V-^rtjrhQuth^  and  purchafmg  Land  on  which  the  fame 
is  to  be  erected,  and  the  neceOTary  Walling  attending 
the  fame,  for  1745.  3.  That  290,528/.  3^.  li.  ^  be 
granted  for  maintaining  the  Forces  and  Garrifons  in 
the  Plantations,  Minorca  and  Gibraltar^  and  for  Pro- 
vifions  for  the  Garrifons  at  Annapolis  Royal^  Placentiay 
Frovidena^  Gibraltar,  Georgia,  and  Rattan^  for  1745. 
Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  I.  A  Petition  of  feveral  Perfons,  under  the  De- 
nomination of  Pawnbrokers,  was  prefented  to  the  lloufe, 
fetting  forth,  *  That  the  Petitioners  have  for  many 
Years  carried  on  the  Bufmefs  of  lending  fmall  Sums  of 
Money  upon  Pledges,  great  Numbers  of  whom  have 
regularly  ferved  kv^n  Years  Apprenticefhip,  and  many 
Years  Journeymen,  and  have  for  a  long  Time  been 
fettled  as  Mafters  in  the  Bufmefs,  and  have  large  Fa- 
milies depending  on  them  for  their  Support ;  and  by 
long  Experience  nnd,  that  a  Bufmefs  of  this  Nature  is 
abfoluteiy  neceilary  in  Places  where  Trade  and  Com- 
merce flouridi ;  that  the  Petitioners  have  long  laboured 
under  the  public  Reproach  and  Infamy  of  being  Extor- 
tioners, and  great  Encouragers  of  Thieves  ;  which  they 
apprehend  is  ov/ing  to  Mifreprefentations  of  the  Nature 
and  Profit  of  their  Bufmefs  ;  for  they  are  fo  far  from 
being  Encouragers  of  Thieves,  that  they  vtry  frequent- 
ly detect  them,  and  could  oftener  do  fo,  if  authorized 
to  flop  fufpeiSied  Perfons,  which  they  many  Times  dare 
not  do,  left  by  miftaking  Perfons,  they  fhould  fubjed 
themfelves  to  vexatious  and  expenfive  Law-fuits  ;  that 
the  Petitioners  apprehend,  their  being  deem.ed  Extor- 
tioners arifes  from  comparing  their  reputed  or  feemii^g 
Pfoiit  with  the  legal  Intereft  of  Money,  without  confi- 
dering  the  great  Expence  and  Labour  attending  the 
Bufmefs  ;  for  the  Petitioners  hope  to  make  appear,  to 
the  Satisfaction  of  this  Houfe,  that  it  cannot  be  carried 
on  at  a  lower  Rate,  unkfs  a  certain  Time  vi^-as  fettled 

and 
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and  limited  for  the  Redemption  of  Pledges,  and  the  Anno  is 
Petitioners  not  obliged  to  keep  great  and  periftiing  Stocks  Geo-  n.  1744. 
by  them;  in  Vv'hich  cafe  they  could  affordj^iand  would  v-^'*v''«***' 
fupply  the  honeft  and  induftrious  Poor  at  a  cheaper 
Rate  than  they  at  prefent  do  ;  that  the  Petitioners  not 
being  legally  juftified  in  taking  more  than  after  the  Rate 
off/,  for  the  Loan  of  100/.  for  one  Year,  and  not  be- 
ing authorized  to  fell  the  Goods  pledged  with  them, 
though  of  ever  fo  perifhable  a  Nature,  many  vexatious 
and  expenfive  Lav/-fuits  are  daily  commenced  and  car- 
ried on  againft  the  Petitioners,  in  refpe61;  thereof;  that, 
if  the  Bulinefs  was  regulated,  and  only  fuch  as  fhould 
appear  to  be  honeft  and  reputable  Perfons  were  licenfed 
by  proper  Authority  to  follow  the  fame,  it  would  not 
only  be  of  much  greater  Service  to  the  honeft  and  in- 
duftrious  Poor,  but  of  public  Benefit,  by  hindering  Per- 
fons of  Ill-fame  and  Reputation  from  a6ting  therein, 
which  at  prefent  is  too  much  pradifed,  and  from  whofe 
ill  Condu6l  the  public  Odium,  conceived  againft  the 
Bufinefs,  has  arifen  ;  that  the  Petitioners,  being  con- 
fcious  of  their  Innocence,  are  very  defirous  of  having 
their  Buftnefs  and  Pradices  examined  into,  and  are 
ready  to  do  every  Thing  in  their  Power  to  give  Light 
into  the  fame  ;  not  in  the  leaft  doubting  bur,  upon  the 
il:ri£teft  Enquiry,  they  fliall  be  fo  happy  as  not  only  to 
wipe  ofF  the  unmerited  Calumny  ihey  have  fo  long 
groaned  under,  but  that  they  ihall  be  fo  regulated  by 
this  Houfe,  as  to  be  able  to  carry  on  their  Bafinefs,  for 
the  future,  v/ith  Credit  and  Reputation ;  and  therefore 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  Premifes  into  Confidera- 
tion,  and  grant  fuch  Relief  therein,  as  to  the  Houfe 
fhall  feem  meet.' 

Which  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

The  Subftance  of  the  Arguments  made  ufe   of,  prs  SnhaB^nce of  th*. 
and  con.  in  the  Debate,  in  relation  to  the  Pav/nbrokers  Debate  on  tha 
Billj  were  as   foliov/  :  For  the  Bill  h  was  advanced.       Pawnbrokers 

'  That,  among  the  many  Evils  which  univerfal  De- 
pravity has  brought  upon  us,  by  which  not  only  the 
general  Profperity  of  the  Public,  but  the  private  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Families,  and  the  perfonal  Safety  of  Individu- 
als, is  indangered,  it  is  Time  for  the  Legiflature  to  turn 
its  Views  upon  the  Robberies  and  Violences  committed, 
,  not 


[    66    1 

Anno  X?.  not  in  obfcure  and  remote  Provinces,  not  in  unfre* 
qeo.  II.  1744-  quented  Roads,  or  dark  Retreats,  but  in  the  Face  of 
Day,  in  the  Streets  of  the  Metropolis,  and  in  open  De- 
fiance of  the  Magiftrate's  Authority  ;  not  with  Hope  of 
efcaping  Difcovery,  but  with  the  Refolution  of  refifting 
Coercions,  and  with  an  Appearance  of  Strength  fupe- 
rior  to  Law,  and  with  Confidence  of  efcaping  Juftice, 
by  Force  and  Multitude. 

'  That  this  Effrontery  and  Temerity  of  Wickednefs 
has  arifen  to  a  Height  not  known  before,  is  however 
admitted  ;  and  as  all  Ef}e£ts  have  proportionate  Caufes, 
It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  Thefts  would  have  become 
more  common,  had  they  not,  by  fome  Means  or  other, 
been  made  more  fafe  or  more  eafy  than  in  former 
Times. 

'  What  thefe  Means  are  I  have  endeavoured  to  dif- 
cover;  and  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  they 
have  of  late  found  fome  Confederates  more  ufeful,  more 
a6live,  and  more  faithful  than  in  former  Times,  by 
whofe  Affiftance  they  can  carry  on  their  Villainies  with 
greater  Security,  and  obtain  more  certain  Advantage? 
from  fuccefsful  Robberies.  Thefe  Confederates,  who- 
ever they  are,  it  is  our  Bufmefs  to  defeat ;  and  as  there 
is  no  Glafs  of  Men  more  likely  to  engage  in  fuch  Prac- 
tices than  thofe  who  lend  Money  upon  Pledges,  a  Set 
of  Men  daily  ading  in  open  Defiance  of  the  moft  falu- 
)tary  Laws,  and  laughing  to  fcorn  the  repeated  Efforts 
of  ihe  moft  vigilant  Magiflrates,  therefore  nothing  can 
be  more  neceflary  than  to  lay  fome  Reftraints  upon 
Pawnbrokers,  whom  I  confidered  as  the  chief  Agents  of 
Corruption  ;  as  the  Wretches  by  whom  all  Wickednefs 
is  encouraged,  and  by  whom  the  People  are  at  the 
iame  Time  debauched  and  opprefled. 

*  That  I  may  not  be  thought  to  offer  a  Charge  (q 
atrocious  without  Proof,  I  fhall  propofe  it  to  be  cbnfir 
dered  by  the  Houfe,  that  the  Increafe  of  all  Sorts  of 
Felonies  of  late  Years  muft  indifputably  be  the  Effe^ 
of  fome  Method  that  Thieves  have  found  of  difpofing 
of  their  Plunder  with  Security ;  and  it  cannot  be  fe- 
curely  trufted  to  any  but  Perfons,  whofe  Intereft  obliges 
them  to  conceal  their  Pra£lices.  This  being  a  Fa£t 
univerfally  notorious,  it  remains  to  bring  thofe  Re- 
ceivers to  Light,  that  the  Indignation  of  their  Country 

may 
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piay  fall  upon  them,  and  that  they  may  be  diftinguiflied  aqho 
by  lafting  Chara6leriftics  of  Infamy.  In  this  Enquiry,  Geo.  ii.  1744. 
dark  as  it  may  at  firft  appear,  no  one  can  be  at  a 
Lofs,  that  will  impartially  attend  to  the  following  Cir- 
cumftances.  If  we  examine  what  pafTes  at  the  periodi- 
cal Diftributions  of  Juftice,  there  will  be  found  fcarcely 
a  Seffions  in  which  fome  of  the  Pra6lices  of  the  Pawn- 
brokers are  not  openly  deteded  ;  nor  is  there  a  Seflions- 
paper,  in  which  they  are  not  publickly  fiigmatized.  If 
therefore  any  Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  univerfal  Opi- 
nion of  the  Judges,  to  the  private  Sentiments  of  the 
Magiftrates,  and  the  public  and  repeated  Profecutions 
againft  Perfons  of  this  Bufinefs,  for  one  Species  of  In- 
iquity or  another,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  are 
the  Peft  of  the  Community.  And  it  is  greatly  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  any  Set  of  Men  v/ill  yet  dare  to 
perfift  in  the  Exercife  of  a  Profeffion,  the  avowed  Prin- 
ciple of  which  appears  diredly  repugnant  to  the  known 
Laws  of  the  Realm.  But  the  exorbitant  Profit  which 
they  acquire,  makes  them  infenfible  of  the  expenfive 
Suits  they  are  obliged  to  defend,  the  frequent  Cenfures 
of  the  Courts,  and  the  Scorn  and  Contempt  of  every 
honeft  Man. 

'  I.  If  we  confider  the  Privacy  of  their  Tranfadions, 
it  will  afford  an  inconteftable  Proof  of  their  unwar*- 
rantable  Proceedings.  Does  any  Tradefman,  following 
an  honeft  and  laudableEmployment,  tranfaft  his  Bufinefs 
in  Secret  ?  Is  not  an  open  Shop,  a  conftant  Concourfe 
ofCuftomers,  and  a  public  Show  of  Trade,  of  infinite 
Benefit  and  Delight  to  every  one  exerciling  a  lawful 
Profeflion  ?  Why  is  it  not  fo  with  the  Pawnbrokers  ? 
To  what  Purpofe  are  their  private  Boxes,  v/here  one 
Cuftomer  cannot  fee  the  Face  of  another  ?  The  Rea- 
fon  is  obvious ;  the  one,  confcious  of  his  own  Inte- 
grity, not  in  the  leaft  fearful  of  having  his  Anions  fcru- 
tinized  in  the  cleareft  Light,  publickly  offers  his  Bufinefs 
and  Pra<Slice  to  the  View  of  all  Mankind  ;  while  the 
other,  equally  confcious  of  the  Immorality  of  his  Prac- 
tices, defires  nothing  fo  much  as  an  impenetrable  Ob- 
fcurity.  Thefe  are  the  Places  in  which  Thieves  can 
with  Security  difpofe  of  their  Booty  ;  Servants  raife 
Money  upon  any  Thing,  of  which  they  have  defrauded 
their  Matters  5  and  where  Handicraftfmen,  who,  from 
'      ^    ■     -      ■  '         •     ■.     ■  the 
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Anno  iS.      ^^^  Nature  of  their  refpedtivc  Trades,    muft  be  m^ 
Geo.  n.  1744.    trufted  with  other  Men's  Property,  have  a  ready  Op- 
portunity to  difpofe  of  thofe   Goods,    and  violate  the 
Trufts  fo  necefiarily  repofed  in  them. 

'  2.  This  Bufinefs,  far  from  being  of  any  Service  to 
the  induftrious  Poor,  will,  upon  Examination^  appear 
to  be  calculated  for  the  Encouragement  and  Support  of 
idle  and  diforderly  Perfons,  and  greatly  tending  to  dif- 
trefs  all  the  honeii  and  induflrious  Part  of  Mankind, 
vyho  fliall  be  unhappily  reduced  to  ufe  this  Method  for 
a  Supply. 

^  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  any  Perfon,  vv^ho  has  not 
behaved  himfelf  in  forae  Manner  moft  notorioufly  fcan- 
dalous,  fhould,  upon  any  Emergency,  be  fo  deftitute 
of  Friends,  as  not  to  raife  fo  trifling  a  Sum  as  thofe  poor 
People  generally  borrcvi^,  efpecialiy  v/hen  he  offers  a 
Security  of  three  Times  the  Value  in  Hand  :  This  is  (o 
fmall  a  Favour,  that  it  hardly  deferves  the  Name  of  one  ; 
yet  by  this,  inconfiderable  as  it  isj  the  Perfon  mis;ht  be 
enabled  to  purfue  his  Occupation  dil  be  had  acquired 
Money  to  redeem  his  Pledge,  by  p^iying  the  Debt,  with 
lawful  Interefl:  for  the  fame,  (if  demanded  ;)  by  this 
Means  that  very  Perfon  might  foon  be  in  a  Capacity  to 
grant  the  fame  Favour  to  another,  which  he  has  fo 
feafonably  received  himfelf. 

'  But  if  he  applies  to  a  Pawnbroker,  it  is  next  to  an 
Impoilibillty  he  (hould  ever  extricate  himfelf  from  his 
neceilitous  Circumftances  ;  for  the  exorbitant  Intereft 
of  50,  60  or  100  per  Cent,  inftead  of  enriching,  or  af- 
filling  the  Borrower,  impoverifhes  him  daily,  and  muft 
bring  on  greater  Calamities,  and  end  in  abf  .'lute  Ruir^ 
and  Beggary. 

'  Experience  fufficiently  confirms  this  Obfervation, 
that  if  the  loweft  Clafs  of  People  crai,  by  any  Means,^ 
procure  a  prefent  Subfift' nee,  their  Care  feMom  extends 
farther  than  their  immediate  Wants:  It  is  to  this  Want 
of  Reflexion  in  the  Multitude  that  the  Pawnbrol^er  owes 
his  ill-gotten  Fortune.  His  Riches  increafe  in  Propor- 
tion to  tl-,e  Follies  and  Extravagance  of  Mankind  ;  he 
is  nourilhed  by  the  Sweat  and  Labour  of  Thoufands, 
whom  he  daily  preys  upon,  and  who  muft  inevitably  be 
ruined  and  ftarved,  to  give  him  Affluence  and  Great- 
nefs.     l^he  nearer  Approaches  his  Cuftomers  make  to 

Want, 
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Want,  the  farther  they  are  removed  from  Shame :  Thus      Anno  iS. 

harins;  pledged   every   Moveable   they  can   fpare,  and,  Geo.  II.  1744* 

in  all  Probability,  paid  the  Value  of  them  twenty-fold 

in  Intereft,  NecefHty  prompts  them   to  make  free  Ufe 

of  the  Property  of  their  Neighbours,  whenfoever  it  may 

happen  to  fall  into  their  Hands,  to  vi^hich  their  intimate 

Acquaintance  with  their  Friend  the  Pawnbroker  does 

not  a  little  contribute,  who,  they  are  well  aflured,  will 

not  afk  any  Queftions  they  do  not  care  to  anfwer.    And 

thus  the  Scene,   which  was  begun  only   with  Want 

and  Folly,  ends  in  complete  Ruin,  and  confummate 

Villainy. 

«  If  thefe  Pradices  come  to  Light,  a  Cafe  Vv^hich 
rarely  happens,  and  you  hint  to  the  Pawnbroker  the 
Enormity  of  the  Pradice  of  receiving  ftolen  Goods,  he 
anfwers  you,  with  great  Calmnefs,  "  That  truely  he 
*'  had  no  Reafon  to  fufpedt  the  Honefty  of  the  Man, 
"  having  dealt  with  him  a  long  Time,  and  never  found 
*<  him  guilty  of  any  Fraud." 

'  Having  thus  fliewn  the  Detriment  ofthis  Bufinefs  to 
the  induftrious  Poor,  it  remains  to  examine,  whether 
it  is  not  a  great  Encouragement  to  wicked  and  diflblute 
Perfons. 

'  As  it  is  an  allowed  Maxim,  that  no  Man  grows 
completely  wicked  at  once,  the  greateft  Caution  ought 
to  be  ufed  to  deter  Mankind  from  the  firft  Approaches 
to  Vice,  and  to  lay  all  pofiible  Difficulties  in  their  Way 
to  the  Enjoyment  of  their  deftrudlive  Pleafures. 

'  And  can  any  more  probable  Method  be  fuggefred 
to  attain  that  End,  than  the  Suppreffing  a  Bufinefs, 
which  is  a  fecret  Fund  for  the  Supply  of  all  Perfons 
vicioufly  inclined  ? 

'  It  is  here  the  extravagant  Tradefnrian  may  fupply 
himfelf  with  Means  to  gratify  his  darling  Vice:  And 
it  is  here  (when  by  his  extravagant  Courfes  he  has  re- 
duced himfelf  and  Family  to  Beggary)  he  can  lodge  his 
Goods  in  Security,  in  Defiance  of  the  Law,  and  to 
the  manifeft  Injury,  or,  perhaps,  utter  Ruin  of  his 
Creditors. 

'  For,  in  this  Chao3  of  Iniquity  the  Dil^imSiion  of 
Proper [V  is  no  more  heard  of;  for  the  Pawner,  or  his 
Aliignee,  have  no  other  Security  for  the  Return  of 
their  Goods  but  the  Honour  of  the  Pawnee,  which  v/e 

may 
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Arino  18.       may  reafonably  fuppofe  not  to  be  of  fo  delicatd  ind 

Ceo.  li.  1744.    fcrupulous  a  Nature  as  to  interfere  with  his  Intereft* 

^"'    -k~  — '       '  And  to  explain  the  Iniquity  of  this  Bufmefs  ftill 

farther,  it  may  be  necelTary  juft  to  mention  fome  In- 

ftances  of  the  Exorbitancy  of  the  Intereft  taken  ;  and 

then  confidering  the  Indigency  of  the  Perfons  upon 

whom  this  Exadiori  muft  fall,  it  will  appear  that  this 

Pretence  of  Benefit  to  the  Poor  is  entirely  without  any 

•   Colour  of  Foundation.     On  the  contrary,  that  it  is  ab- 

folutely  impoflible,  in  the  Nature  of  Things,  that  any 

poor  Perfon,  who  is  obliged  to  borrov/  Money  in  this 

Manner,  can  be  ever  able  to  fupport  himfeif  under  fuch 

execrable  Extortion, 

'  Firfl  let  us  confider  the  Interefl  takeii  upon  26s, 
for  a  Month,  which  is  ufually  6d,  that  is,  exadly  30 
per  Cent,  a  Demand  in  itfelf  enough  to  afl-onifh  any 
honeft  Man  to  hear  ;  yet  this  is  a  Cafe  rarely  happen- 
ing to  the  very  poor  People,  they  moft  Gommonly  bor- 
rowing fuch  fmall  Sums  as  one,  two,  or,  at  the  moft, 
iive  Shillings,  and  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  ftill  more 
grievous  Exa6lion.  When  we  confider  that  a  Half- 
penny taken  upon  the  Loan  of  i  s.  for  a  Week,  nay, 
even  a  Day  (as  the  Cafe  often  happens)  appears  to  be 
216  per  Cent,  in  the  one  Inflance,  and  1300  per  Cent: 
in  the  other,  it  would  be  extremely  impertinent  to 
fpend  Time  in  offering  more  Inftances  on  this  Head. 
Thefe  Confiderations  are  fufficient  to  convince  every 
one,  that  a  Bufinefs  of  this  Nature  is  intlrely  calculated 
to  encourage  Felony,  and  all  other  Vices  ;  that  it  is 
the  greatefl  Oppreffion  upon  the  Poor  and  Needy;  a 
Set  of  People,  who,  from  the  Confideration  of  their 
own  Want  of  Power,  ought  always  to  be  mofl  ten- 
derly preferved,  and  protected  from  any  Extortion 
tvhatfoever.  A  Bufmefs  delfru£tive  of  fair  Trade,  the 
Bulwark  of  this  Nation  ;  a  Bufmefs  carried  on  in  Defi- 
ance of  the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  and  the  uniform  Sen- 
timents of  all  honeft  Men  ;  a  Bufmefs  from  whence, 
as  it  appeats,  no  fingle  Benefit  can  poflibly  be  derived, 
yet  abounding  with  every  Ingredient  deftrudive  to  So- 
ciety, profefled  by  Men  under  no  Regulation,  left  at 
Liberty  to  commit  whatever  their  own  Intereft  may 
prompt  them  to  ;  Men  of  mean  and  defperate  Fortunes, 
Gin  fellers,  Ale-hcufe  keepers,  and  Profeflbrs  of  other 
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Bufinefles  equally  conducive  to  Immorality  and  Vice.    Anno  18. 
From  the  Confideration  of  thefe  Circumftances,  this^^^'  ^^^7^4* 
Affair  appears  to  deferve  the  rerious  Attention  of  the 
Public,  and  that  it  is  highly  neceffary  to  put  an  imme- 
diate Reftraintat  leaf!:,  if  not  a  total  Stop,  to  Pradices 
of  fo  pernicious  and  univerfal  a  Nature/ 

In  Favour  of  the  Pawnbrokers  the  following  Argu- 
ments were  offered  : 

«  The  Perfons  whofe  Pra£tices  thte  Bill  now  under 
our  Confideration  is  intended  to  reflrain,  are  fo  gene- 
rally loaded  with  public  Deteftation,  that  they  cannot 
hope  eafily  to  find  an  Apologift ;  but  this  Difficulty 
ought  to  determine  fome  among  us  to  rife  up  in  their 
Favour,  and  offer  to  the  Confideration  of  the  Houfc 
what  may  have  beenfuggefled  by  them  in  their  own 
Defence  5  for  it  is  a  Maxim,  from  which,  I  hope,  we 
(ball  never  depart,  that  no  Man  is  to  be  condemned  be- 
fore he  has  been  heard. 

'  The  Crime  of  receiving  flolen  Goods,  I  hope,  I 
Ihall  not  be  fufpe£led  of  any  Defign  to  extenuate.  No- 
thing is  more  apparent  than  that  its  Guilt  is  at  leafjL 
equal  with  that  oi  Theft,  and  confequently  the  Di,fco- 
very,  Convi6lion,  and  Punifhment  of  thcfe  who  com- 
mit it  would  be  of  the  highefl  Advantage  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  and  Security  of  Society.  But  as  this  is  a  Crime 
of  almoft  the  highefl  Nature,  it  would  be  extremely 
unjuft  to  impute  it  to  a  whole  Body  of  Men,  without 
full  Evidence  and  irrefiflible  Conviction,  lefl  the  Repu- 
tation of  many  innocent  Perfons  fhould  fuffer  by  a  falfe 
and  partial  Suppofition  of  Guilt.  And  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, that  this  Opinion,  though  general  and  po- 
pular, is  not  fupported  by  any  Evidence  of  Fa6ls,  and 
therefore  cannot  claim  much  Credit,  if  calmly  and 
without  Prejudice  confidered  ;  and  perhaps  a  clofe  Exa- 
mination may  (how  that  the  Infamy  of  combining  with 
Thieves  has  unfortunately  fallen  upon  Men  who  are 
mofl  zealous  K)  apprehend  them,  and  bring  them  to 
Punifhment. 

'  This  Alfertion,  however  extraordinary  it  may  be 
thought,  yet  appears  to  me  fo  probable,  that  it  at  leaft 
dcfervcs  our  Confideration  ;  for  it  feems  to  me  to  be 
the  Voice  of  Reafon,  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  expert 
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Anno  iS.  that  it  will  be  confirmed  by  Experience.  From  thd 
^^°'i!'  11^^'.  exa(?Left  Calculations  it  appears,  that  a  Pawnbroker  can- 
not carry  on  his  Bufinefs,  in  a  Degree  fufEcient  to  fup- 
port  the  common  Expence  of  Life,  with  a  Capital  lefs 
than  2000/.  (though  their  Capitals,  rated  at  a  meail 
Proportion,  may  be  reckoned  at  three.)  Such  a  Sum^ 
if  the  Patrimony  of  a  Pawnbroker,  will  be  certainly 
fufHcient  to  put  him  above  the  Temptation  of  knowingly 
receiving  ftolen  Goods  -,  and  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
his  Education,  or  natural  Underftandino;,  will  teach  him 
not  to  rifque  the  Forfeiture  of  fuch  a  Fortune,  and  his 
Liberty  for  14  Years,  for  fo  fmall  a  Profit  as  he  can  be 
fuppofed  to  gain  by  violating  the  Laws  in  fuch  Cafes. 
If  the  Capital  he  trades  upon  is  borrowed,  he  muft  cer- 
tainly be  a  Man  of  good  Reputation,  and  believed  above, 
any  Actions  thus  odious  and  wicked,  or  his  Creditors 
muft  be  mad  v*^ho  truft  him  with  their  Subftance. 

'  This  Imputation,  however  univerfal,  is  not  fupport-' 
ed  by  Inftances  of  Pawnbrokers  convicted  of  OfFences 
of  this  Nature;  for  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  Vigi- 
lance of  the  Magi  ftrates,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
infurmountable  Prejudice  of  Juries,  net  three  Pawn- 
brokers (that  is,  Houfekeepers  following  that  Bufineft) 
have,  fmce  the  Commencement  of  the  AS:,  which 
makes  it  Felony  knowingly  to  receive  (loien  Goods, 
been  convicted  of  that  Offence. 

'  As  nothing  is  more  frequent  than  for  Thieves  to 
betray  one  another,  to  be  admitted  Evidence  againft 
their  Accomplices,  and  to  fave  themfclves  by  con  vising 
others,  whence  comes  it^  (if  the  Receipt  of  flolen  Goods, 
knowingthem  to  be  fo,  is  Part  of  the  Pav/nbrokers  Bu- 
fmefs)  that  they  are  not  included  in  their  Informations, 
and  almoft  as  frequently  convicted  as  the  Thieves  them- 
felves?  Ytt,  though  this  muft  be  the  neceflary  Confe- 
quence  of  fuch  Dealing,  nothing  of  this  Nature  has  ever 
hitherto  happened. 

'  Bu:  it  has  been  urged,  that  the  frequent  Appear- 
ance of  their  Names  m  the  St ftions -paper,  makes  it 
evident  they  are  the  chief  Receivers  of  flolcn  Goods. 
This  indeed  has  an  Appearance  of  Truth,  and  certainly 
has  very  much  conduced  to  throw  an  Odium  upon  the 
Bulincfs  ;  but  when  examined,  is  found  to  have  no 
other  Foundation  than  this,  that  leveral  Perfons  living. 
3  in 
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in  ob.fcure  Places,  retailing  Spirituous  Liquors,  keeping  Anno  iS. 
Night-cellars,  or  other  diforderly  Houfes,  make  it  their  Geo.  II.  1744- 
Practice  to  buy  ftoleii  Goods,  and  when  fuch  Goods 
are  difcovered  in  their  Hands,  to  obviate  the  Proof  of 
having  knowingly  bought  ftolen  Goods,  which  natu- 
rally arifes  from  the  Comparifon  of  the  Price  at  which 
they  purchafe  them  with  the  apparent  Value  of  the 
Thing  purchafed,  they  declare  themfelves  Pawnbrokers, 
and  fay  that  they  had  no  Benefit  from  the  Smallnefs^of 
the  Sum  lent  upon  the  Pledge,  as  it  v/as  always  redeem- 
able upon  the  Payment  thereof,  with  the  Intereft,  and 
was  all  the  Borrower  at  that  T^ime  required.  This  Sub- 
terfuge not  yet  dete6i:ed,  has  riot  only  fcreened  many 
Villainies  from  Punifhment,  but  has  extended  its  Con- 
iequences  to  that  whole  Clafs  of  Men,  among  which 
thefe  Wretches  occafionally  enlift  themfelves. 

'  It  is  indeed  greatly  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Papers 
in  which  the  Proceedings  of  the  Magiftrates  at  the  Sef- 
fions  are  related,  are  fo  often  found  inaccurate,  and 
that  the  Chara6ters  of  innocent  Perfons  are  frequently 
injured  by  the  Subtilty  of  Villains ;  but  even  as  thofe 
Papers  are  at  prefent  publifhed,  if  Mankind  were  as 
much  inclined  to  take  the  favourable  as  the  invidious 
Side  of  the  Queftion,  if  they  as  much  delighted  in  clear- 
ing the  Reputations  of  their  Neighbours,  as  in  calum- 
niating and  afperung  them,  it  would  appear  from  thofe 
Narratives  of  the  Punifhment  of  Wickednefs,  that 
greater  Numbers  of  Pawnbrokers  appear  at  the  Old  Bailey 
upon  Account  of  Goods  and  Felons  which  they  have 
ftopt,  than  upon  Account  of  ftoien  Goods  which  they 
have  received. 

'  The  very  Nature  of  their  Bufinefs,  and  the  Preju- 
dice of  Mankind  formed  againft  them,  make  it  incum- 
bent upon  them,  if  they  are  not  entirely  void  of  Re- 
flexion, to  be  more  watchful  in  this  Particular  than  any 
other  Set  of  Men.  For  they  have  received  fatal  Con- 
vi6tion  of  the  Prepofieffions  of  Mankind,  nor  can  it 
p  >ffibly  be  from  the  I,enity  of  the  Verdi6ls  given  againft 
them,  that  they  can  be  encouraged  to  ad  fo  villainous 
and  fo  foolifh  a  Part.  For,  as  it  is  not  impoffible  but 
the  moll  honeft  as  well  as  the  moft  cautious  Perfon  may 
be  impofed  upon,  let  us  take  a  View  of  the  Confeiuence 
of  fuch  an  Overfight  in  the  Pawnbroker.     His  Shop  and 
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Anno  i8.  Wsrchoufe  are  at  all  Times  open  to  a  Search;  and  if 
^^^•^  1H4-  he  is  fo  unfortunate  as  to  have  inadvertently  received 
any  Thing  flolen,  he  is  the  greateft  Sufferer,  being 
obliged  to  deliver  the  Goods,  and  lofe  the  Money  which 
he  had  been  perfuaded  to  lend,  and  embarrafled  with 
the  Trouble  and  Expence  of  attending  the  Profecution 
of  the  Thief,  as  a  Witnels  againft  him.  Nor  has  it 
been  very  uncommon  for  a  Pawnbroker  to  be  examined, 
and  his  Reputation  in  Public  attacked,  for  the  receiving 
a  Pledge,  upon  which  he  may  have  lent  two  or  three 
Shillings,  when  his  Profit  arifmg  therefrom  would  have 
been  no  more  than  a  Penny  or  Two-pence,  and  he  has 
fometimes  been  obliged  to  defend  himfelf  againft  a  vexa- 
tious and  infamous  Profecution. 

*  And  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  the  Abfur- 
dity  of  fuppofmg  that  a  Set  of  Men  encouraging  Theft 
and  Rapine  ihould  ftop  fufpiciousPerfons,  and  fufpicious 
Goods,  and,  as  daily  Experience  (hews  it  to  be  their 
frequent  Practice,  advertife  them  in  the  public  Papers. 
It  is  alfo  worthy  Obfervation  that,  notwithftanding  the 
great  Danger,  as  the  Laws  at  prefent  ftand,  which  at- 
tends the  ftopping  Perfons  or  Goods  upon  Sufpicion, 
thefe  People  frequently  have  done  it,  and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  fometimes  to  their  Coft. 

'  It  has  been  remarked,  with  much  Acrimony  and 
Confidence,  that  the  Secrecy  with  which  this  Bufmefs 
is  negotiated,  is  an  inconteftable  Proof  of  its  Iniquity 
and  Illegality.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  a  more  pro- 
found Secrecy  is  ufed  in  this  Bufinefs  than  in  any  other; 
and  that  the  Pawnbrokers  have  private  Ciofets,  where 
their  Cuftomers  cannot  fee  the  Faces  of  one  another. 

'  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  this  Bufmefs  is 
of  a  particular  Kind.  It  muft  be  confidered,  that  Se- 
crecy is  the  Bafis  of  all  Credit,  and  Credit  the  Support 
of  Trade  j  there  is  confequently  a  Necefiity  in  all  Coun- 
tries where  Commerce  flourifhes,  that  Men  of  Bufmefs^ 
who  are  unexpediediy  called  upon  for  ready  Money, 
fhould  have  an  immediate  Refort  to  fome  certain  Friend, 
where  thev  may  be  fupplied  and  not  expofed.  Let  us 
fuppofe  a  Tradefman  to  want  lo/.  to  fatisfy  a  Dealer, 
pay  off  his  Journeymen,  or  for  any  other  preffing  Oc- 
caiion  ;  if  he  muft  necefTarily  go  into  a  public  Shop, 
known  for  carrying  on  the  Bulinefs  of  lending  Moneys 
5  ther« 


[  75  3 
there  to  borrow  whatever  he  may  want,  his  Neceility  Anno  18. 
and  Bufinefs  being  there  expofed  to  all  Mankind,  it  is  ^^°- 1^-  ^744- 
greatly  to  be  doubted,  whether  even  the  giving  him  the 
Sum  he  wants,  would  be  a  fufHcient  Recompence  for 
the  Lofs  of  his  Credit.  And  as  thefe  Occafions  for  fud- 
den  Supplies  may  frequently  make  it  necelTary  for  him 
to  ufe  thefe  Shops,  his  being  feen  there  two  or  three 
Times  would  be  fuSicient  to  blaft  his  Name,  and  preci- 
pitate his  Ruin.  Secrecy,  therefore,  is  the  Soul  of  Cre- 
dit, and  it  may  with  Juftice  be  aflerted,  that  if  the  ac- 
cidental Neceilities  of  every  Trader  were  pubiickly  ex- 
pofed., it  would  be  impoilible  for  many,  who  are  in 
reality  in  a  profperous  State,  to  avoid  Bankruptcy  ;  for 
numberlefs  Inftances  have  been  known,  where  Men  of 
large  Fortunes,  not  having  ready  Money  to  anfwer  a 
prefent  and  unexpected  Demand,  have  become  Bank- 
rupts, when  they  have  had  10,000/.  remaining  after 
the  Payment  of  all  their  Debts.  And  this  is  enough  to 
demonftrate  the  Neceflity  for  Secrecy  in  fuch  Tranfac- 
tions,  to  which  the  Pawnbrokers  have  hitherto  adhered 
with  great  Strici:nefs,jn  regard  to  the  Perfons  they  deal 
with,  unlefs  in  Cafes  where  Goods  have  afterwards  ap- 
peared to  be  ftolen.  It  is  certainly  therefore  m.ore  con- 
venient for  a  Perfon  wanting  an  immediate  Supply  to 
borrow  it  of  a  Pav/nbroker,  than  to  requeft  it  of  any 
Friend,  Vv'here  he  v*^ill  probably  meet  with  a  Refufal^ 
or,  if  he  fucceeds,  the  Time  loft  in  raifing  a  fmall  Sum 
may  amount  to  more  than  the  Intereft  and  Charges  he 
would  be  obliged  to  pay  to  a  Pawnbroker.  Add  to  this, 
that  he  makes  himfelf  a  Slave  to  his  Friend's  Difcretion, 
as  well  as  Generofity  i  for  Imprudence,  or  Vanity,  or 
an  accide^ital  Difguft  may  bring  the  whole  Tranfaclion 
to  Light,  and  expofe  him  to  the  World.  And  if  he 
fhould  be  fo  happy  afterwards  as  to  arrive  to  any  Degree 
of  AiSudnce,  the  Obligation  can  never  be  difcharged  ; 
it  is  the  Subjedl  of  perpetual  Reproach,  and  perhaps  a 
Pretence  for  perpetual  Demands.  Thefe  Confiderations 
induce  Men  to  apply  to  the  Pawnbrokers,  where  they 
are  fure  of  an  immediate  and  fecret  Supply  ;  and  the 
Obligation  is  reciprocal,  as  in  all  other  Trades,  between 
the  Trader  and  his  Cuftomer. 

'  And,  to  give  plain  and   convincing  Proofs  of  the 
Impoflibihty,  as  the  Lav/  now  ftands,  of  the  Pawnbro- 
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ker's  Dealing  fafely  in  any  other  Manner,  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  no  Time  being  limited  for  Redemption 
of  Pledges,  wicked  and  defigning  People  pledge  Goods, 
the  Value  of  which  is  not  intrinfick,  and  not  propofing 
to  redeem  them  till  they  are  fure  they  are  fold,  have  an 
Opportunity,  by  bringing  an  A6lion,  to  fwear  Things 
to  be  often  Times  their  real  Value.  And,  upon  other 
Occafions,  to  offer  to  the  Pawnbroker  five  per  Cent. 
upon  which  he  cannot  live,  and  if  he  refufes  to  comply 
with  the  Profit,  to  commence  a  Profecution  againlt 
him.  ■ 

'  It  has  likewife  been  a  frequent  Pra61ice  to  bring 
WitnefTes,  in  order  that  if  the  Pawnbroker  fhould  take 
more  than  five  per  Cent,  (upon  which,  as  will  hereafter 
be  demonflrated,  he  cannot  live)  they  may  have  an 
Opportunity  of  bringing  Actions  againft  him  upon  thfe 
Statute,  and  thereby  of  fubjeding  him  to  the  Forfeiture 
of  Treble  the  Money  lent. 

'  It  is,  however,  not  neceflary  to  dwell  longer  upon 
this  Circumftance,  becaufe  it  is  the  common  Practice 
of  the  Trade  to  tranfa£l  Bufmefs  in  the  open  Shop^  and 
before  WitncU'es,  if  they  have  no  previous  Reafon  to 
fufpedt  the  Perfons  offering  the  Pledge,  and  the  Pledger 
himfelf  does  not  defire  to  negotiate  in  fecret. 

'  It  is  objected,  and  not  without  feme  Degree  of  Teem- 
ing Reafon,  that  this  Trade  is  an  Encouragement  to 
idle  and  thoughtlefs  Perfons,  who,  while  they  can  bfe 
i'upplied  in  this  Manner,  will  extend  their  Care  no  fur-.. 
ther  than  their  prefent  Wants  j  and  that  this  is  a  Me-  ■ 
thod  convenient  for  Bankrupts  to  fecrete  their  Goods', 
and  defraud  their  Creditors. 

'  To  this  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  as  Pawnbrokers 
are  obliged,  at  the  taking  of  their  Pledges,  to  make 
fuch  rin  Allowance  as  will  be  fufBcient  at  the  End  of 
two  Years  to  reimburfe  them  their  Principal,  and  rea- 
fonable  Profit,  it  cannot,  in  confequence,  be  fo  eligible 
a  Way  for  an  indolent' Perfon  to  pledge  his  Goods  as  to 
fell  them,  whereby  he  will  raife  a  Fourth  more  than 
Lhe  Pawnbroker  will  lend  him.  And  certainly  no  Per- 
fon who  lends  Money  can  be  deemed  culpable  for  the 
Mifapplication  of  it  by  the  Borrowers. 

'  This  Objedtion  may  be  urged  with  equal  Juftice 
againfl^ every   other  Tiade  5  arid  with  the  fame  Reafon 
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that  Pawnbrokers  are  fupprelTed  on  this  Account,  it  Anno  i2. 
may  be  decreed  by  the  Senate,  that,  in  oxder  to  put  a  ^°-  ^  •  " 
Stop  to  Indolence,  Extravagance,  and  Profufenefs,  a 
general  Reftraint  fhould  be  put  upon  all  Traders,  pro- 
hibiting them  to  tra^ck  with  an  extravagant  or  indifcreet 
Perfon  for  his  Property,  left  he  fnould  mifapply  the 
Money  it  produces;  for  the  Cafe,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed,  will  be  found  in  every  Circumftance  the  fame. 

'  With  regard  to  Bankrupts  it  is  not  very  likely, 
that,  if  they  are  inclined  to  defraud  their  Creditors, 
they  will  apply  to  Pawnbrokers  for  Affiftance.  fmcc 
they  can  never  be  at  a  Lofs  where  to  fell  their  Goods, 
and  appropriate  to  themfelves  the  whole  Value,  without 
Danger  of  Difcovery  ;  whereas,  Vvhen  they  are  only 
pledged,  they  might  be  produced  by  Accident,  or  the 
Honefty  of  the  Pawnbroker,  and  their  Creditors  might 
recover  their  Debts,  and  the  Bankrupt  fufFer  for  his 
Crime. 

^  It  is  farther  advanced,  that  Pawnbroking,  inflead 
of  affifting,  tends  to  opprefs  the  induftrious  Poor,  to 
whom  it  would  be  m.ore  advantageous  to  fell  the  Goods 
than  be  obliged  to  pay  an  exorbitant  intereil:  lor  the 
Loan. 

'  But  a  Calculation,  which,  to  any  Perfon  who  is  the 
leaft  acquainted  with  the  Difference  between  buying  and 
felling  of  Furniture  or  Wearing  A.pparel,  mufl:  appear 
far  below  the  Truth,  will  undeniabiy  evince,  that  the 
Bufmefs  of  a  Pawnbroker  is  of  real  and  daily  Advantage 
to  the  Neceilitous  and  Honeft. 

'  Suppofe  a  mean  Tradefmtan  has  a  necefTary  Call 
for  10 J.  which,  his  Credit  being  bad,  he  is  obliged  to 
raife  of  a  Pawnbroker,  by  pledging  a  necefDry  Gar- 
ment;  this,  at  the  prefent  Rate  of  Intereil  ufualiy 
taken  by  the  Pawnbrokers,  he  may  redeem  at  any  Time 
within  a  Month,  upon  Payment  of  Three-pence,  with- 
in two  Months  upon  Payment  of  Sixpence,  and  Three- 
pence a  Month  for  any  Time  long  or  fliort  the  Pledge 
fhall  remain  unredeemed.  If  we  fuppofe  this  BudntCs 
wholly  fupprelTed,  and  the  Man  obliged  to  fell  that 
Garment,  he  mud:,  when  his  Circum (lances  will  per- 
mit, furnifh  himfelf  with  another,  which  we  will  fay, 
for  Argument  Sake,  is  of  equal  Goodnefs  ;  this,  Expe- 
rience in  Trade  will  prove  not  pbilible  to   be  done  for 
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lefs  tbsn  14 j-.  The  Reafon  of  fuch  Difproportion  h 
Ceo^.j744.  j^^^i^^f^^  jj^  f  j^^^  ^YiQ  Buyers  of  caft-off  Cloaths  trade  up- 
on fmall  Capitals,  which  they  mu ft  return  at  large  PrO'^' 
fits,  and  not  being  certain  to  find  a  Cuftomer  whom 
that  Garment  will  exa6lly  fuit,  common  Prudence  di- 
teth  them  to  give  much  lefs  than  the  Value  to  the 
Owner,  and  the  Buyer  of  the  one  mull  have  a  Profit 
as  well  as  the  Seller  of  the  other,  which  together  will 
put  the  Perfon  to  the  Expence  above-mentioned  to  re^ 
inftate  himfelf.  Suppofe,  for  Example,  a  Suit  of  Men*s 
Cloaths  of  Broad  Cloth,  which  it  is  very  well  known 
yfaally  cofts  SI.  If  a  Perfon  having  made  up  fuch  a  Suit, 
and  never  put  them  on,  (hould  be  obliged  to  fell  them, 
they  would  be  looked  upon  as  Second-hand  Cloaths,  and 
he  would  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  procure  a  Dealer 
who  would  afford  to  give  him  5  /.  To  defcend  to  lower 
Inftances  ;  if  a  poor  Woman  is  obliged  to  fell  her  Apron 
for  Twelve-pence,  fhe  will  not  be  able  to  procure  one 
equally  good  a  Week  after  for  Eighteen-pence,  though 
fhc  might  at  a  Pawnbroker's  redeem  the  fame  Apron  at 
the  Expiration  of  a  Month  for  a  Halfpenny. 

'  Thefe  Inftances  are  fufficient  to  fhew  the  great 
Difadvantage  it  would  be  to  People  of  inferior  Rank, 
were  they  obliged  to  fell  their  Goods  ;  and  if  we  confi- 
der  the  Cafe  with  regard  to  Perfons  of  higher  Condition, 
the  great  Lofs  they  muft  fuftain  is  no  lefs  obvious.  If 
a  Man  is  obliged  to  part  with  a  Piece  of  Plate,  the  im- 
mediate Lofs  will  be  Three-pence  an  Ounce  in  the 
Weight  of  the  Silver,  and  Sixpence  for  the  Duty,  and 
even  in  Plate  of  common  Workmanfhip,  a  Shilling  an 
Ounce  for  the  Fafliion,  amounting  in  the  Who!-e  to  one 
Shilling  and  Nine-pence  an  Ounce.  This  Lofs  muft 
be  fubmitted  to,  if  the  Money  is  wanted  only  for  a 
Week  or  Fortnight,  and  in  Jewels,  Lace,  and  fome 
other  Things,  it  would  be  far  more  confiderable. 

*  Thus  far  the  Pradices  of  Pawnbrokers  have,  in  my 
Opinion,  appeared  to  be  defenfible ;  but  there  ftill  re- 
main Prejudices  againft  them  which  ought  to  be  exa- 
mined, and  which  perhaps  nothing  but  Examination  is 
requifite  to  remove.  It  is  generally,  and  hitherto  with- 
out any  public  Contradiction,  alledged,  that  this  Bufi- 
nefti  fiourifties  moft  when  others  decline.  But  furely 
the  very  Nature  of  it,  when  it  is  clofely  infpeded,  will 

fhew 
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fliew  that  it  depends  upon  the  Vigour  of  Trade,  and  Anno  18. 
the  quick  Circulation  of  JMoney  ;  for  from  thence  fre-  *^^°"  ^^*  *744« 
quent  Occafions  for  fmall  Sums  muft  arife,  and  the 
Borrower  will  thereby  be  enabled  to  difeharge  the  Loan 
and  the  Intereft,  which  is  not  to  be  expeded  when 
Commerce  is  deftroyed,  and  Neceffity  every  Day  in- 
creafmg. 

'  It  has  been  urged,  with  an  eager,  and,  I  believe, 
with  an  honeft  Zeal,  that  the  Intereft  taken  by  the 
Pawnbroker  for  the  Sum  advanced  is  fo  exorbitant,  that 
if  fuch  Means  are  often  taken,  the  unhappy  Borrower 
is  foon  made  deftitute  of  all  IVIeans  of  railing  a  future 
Supply,  and  the  Pawnbrokers  have  accordingly  been 
charged  with  Cruelty  and  Extortion. 

'  As  this  Objection  feems  to  be  of  great  Weight,  it 
(hall  be  confidered,  firft,  as  it  is  ftated  by  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  produced  it,  and  afterwards  an  At- 
tempt (hall  be  made  to  exhibit  the  Fadls  as  they  really 
ftand,  and  it  will  moft  certainly  be  made  appear  that  the 
Intereft,  or  more  properly  the  Profit,  of  the  Pawnbroker 
is  not  equal  to  the  Profits  of  any  other  retail  Trader. 
The  Inftances  given  by  the  Gentlemen  for  the  Bill 
were,  that  Sixpence  taken  upon  the  Loan  of  one  Pound 
for  a  Month  is  exactly  thirty  per  Cent,  that  a  Half- 
penny taken  upon  the  Loan  of  one  Shilling  for  a  Week 
is  about  one  Hundred  and  fixteen  per  Cent,  and  for  one 
Day  about  one  Thoufand  three  Hundred  per  Cent.  That 
thefe  Cafes  are  truly  ftated,  and  often  happen  in  the 
Courfe  of  their  Trade,  and  that  the  Calculations  are  ex- 
tremely juft,  ftiall  not  be  denied. 

'  To  the  firft  of  thefe  Inftances,  if  it  may  not  give 
Offence  to  put  a  Pav.'nbroker  upon  the  Footing  of  a 
Trader,  there  is  not  a  Trader  living,  who  having  a 
Month  ago  bought  a  Commodity  for  which  he  gave  one 
Pound,  will  think  his  Confcience  in  the  leaft  loaded  if 
he  ftiould  now  fell  it  again,  and  thereby  gain  one  Shil- 
ling, which  is  {\xty  per  Cent,  ahd  double  what  the  Pawn- 
broker generally  takes.  With  regard  to  the  other  In- 
ftances, the  Profit  upon  firft  View  appears  exorbitant 
and  opprefliv'e ;  but  will,  when  confidered,  be  found 
to  be  fo  trifling,  that  this  Objedion  muft  neceftarily 
fail  to  the  Ground. 

F  4  'As 
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Anno  sS.  <  ^\s  the  largeft  Profits  are  taken  upon  the  fjmallei| 

Geo.  II.  1744.  p]e(jges,  it  will  be  neceffary  only  to  give  one  Inftance, 
where  in  the  Cafe  of  the  moft  exorbitant  Profits,  with 
regard  to  the  Money  lent,  and  where  the  Borrower, 
muft  at  leaft  p^y  one  Thcufand  three  Hundred ^^r  Cent^ 
per  Ann.  the  Pawnbroker  does  not  get  the  commor^ 
Price  of  Time  and  Wages  of  Labour. 

'  Suppofe  a  Man,  whofe  Capital  is  two  Thoufand 
Pounds,  able  to  lend  five  Pounds  of  it  in  the  Sums  of 
one  Shilling  each  every  Morning,  and  the  Goods  pledge4 
fhould  be  redeemed  the  fame  Night,  which  no  Pawn- 
broker ever  yet  faw,  by  y^hich  he  will  gain  one  Thou- 
fand three  Hundred ^t^r  Cent,  per  Ann.  upon  that  Par^ 
of  his  Capital.  This  muli  neceflarily  be  divided  into 
one  Hundred  Parcels,  each  of  which  is  to  be  examined 
into  as  to  the  Value  whether  fufficient,  is  to  be  folded 
up  and  carried  into  a  Warehpufe,  where  it  is  to  be  dif- 
pofed  in  a  proper  Place  appointed  for  its  particular  Sort- 
ment,  fo  as  to  be  found  at  a  Moment's  Warning  ;  the 
Parcel  muil  be  likewife  billed  or  ticketted,  fufHciently 
to  denote  the  Goods,  the  Owner,  the  Time  of  Pledging^ 
and  the  Sum  lent : .  It  muft  likewife  be  entered  in  a 
Book  to  the  fame  Purpofe  ;  when  it  is  called  for,  it 
muft  be  fetched  out  of  the  VVarehoufe,  which  is  ufually 
up  two  Pair  of  Stairs,  the  Bill  muft  be  cancelled,  the 
Bookdifcharged,  and  the  Delivery  entered  in  a  Delivery- 
book,  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary  in  order  to  fee  that 
the  Goods  are  brought  to  account ;  fo  that  upon  the 
Whole  there  muft  be  at  leaft' twenty  Words  written. 
All  this  and  Warehoufe-room  are  of  abfolute  Neceflity  ; 
and  fuppofm^':;  a  Man  and  one  Servant  capable  of  tranf- 
a£i:ing  this  Bufinefs,  the  Profits  will  be  one  Hundred 
Halfpence,  which  is  four  Shillings  and  Two-pence 
gained  by  tv^o  Perfons  in  a  Day,  out  of  which  Floufe- 
rent  is  to  be  paid. 

'  Let  us  now  for  a  Moment  forget  that  we  are  con**- 
fidering  the  Profit  of  that  hated  Animal,  the  avaricious 
Pav^'nbroker,  and  fuppofing  fo  much  Bufinefs  done,  and 
no  Money  paffing  at  all,  we  muft  allow  the  Profit  not 
to  amount  to  common  Wages.  Having  given  an  In- 
ftance  of  the  Fallacy  which  attends  the  confidering  Pro- 
fits taken  by  the  Pawnbroker,  merely  as  Intereft,  or 
as  a  Compenfation  arifing  to  him  principally  for  the 
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I>oan  of  the  Money  in  /mall  Sums,  It  v/Ill  be  necefTaiy     Anno  iH. 
to  confider  his  Profit  upon  large  Pledge?,   and  laftly  to  <^^o-  "•  '744^ 
fee  what  upon  the  Whole  he  gains  yearly  by  his  Capital,    '**'*^V"'"**^ 
^A'hich,.  as  I  have  before  obferved,  muft  be  upwards  of 
two  Thoufand  Pounds,  or  he  cannot  fupport   his  Ex- 
pence,  as  has  been  juft  mentioned.     No   Pawnbroker 
was  yet  capable  to  employ  five  Pounds  of  his  Capital  in 
this  Manner;  and   if  it  fliould   fo   happen,  as  that  he 
would  thus  employ  one  Hundred  Pound,   he   muft  ne- 
cefTarily  keep  forty  Servants  to  tranfacl  this  particular 
Branch  of  Bufmers,  which,  the  Profits  not  being  fuffi- 
cient  to  maintain  them,  muft  inevitably  ruin  him. 

'  As  the  Pawnbrokers,  upon  that  Part  of  their  Stock 
which  is  redeemed,  ufually  make  about  thirty />^r  C^;? if. 
fome  Part  of  their  Capital  muft  necellarily  h,  e  bye  to 
anfwer  prefent  Demands.  Great  Part  is  out  upon  dead 
Stock,  or  Pledges,  which  do  not  return;  they  are,  as 
the  Law  now  ftands,  fubjecSl  to  vexatious  Suits,  and 
other  Expences,  they  are  fo  frequently  tricked  and  im- 
pofed  upon,  that  upon  the  VVhole  their  Capitals, "one 
with  another,  as  it  appears  uncontradicted,  produce  no 
more  than  fixteen  or  feventeen  per  Cent.  Tht  Misfor- 
tunes and  Hazards  thefe  Me]:«  are  fubje6t  to  from  the 
Wickcdnefs  and  Crafts  of  thofe  laying  Plots  to  defraud 
them,  and  all  other  Inconveniencies  to  v/hich  they  are 
expofed  for  Want  of  a  Regulation,  fall  in  the  Confe- 
quence  upon  the  honeft  and  induftrious  Poor,  from 
whom  the  Pawnbroker  is  obliged  to  take  a  larger  In- 
tereft  than  would  otherwife  be  neceffary  to  compenfate 
the  Cafualties  and  Inconveniencies  which  he  fo  often 
fufFers.  But  to  anfvver  all  Objections  that  have  been 
made  to  the  Bufinefs,' the  Perfons  following  it  have 
nothing  more  at  Heart  than  to  be  put  under  fuch  Re- 
ftriclions  as  the  Legiflature  (liall  think  conducive  to  the 
public  Profperity,  and  for  that  Purpofe  have  with  great 
Candour  fubmitted  their  Bufinefs  to  the  firideft  Exa- 
mination.' 

This  Argument  had  fuch  an  EffeSi  on  the  Houfe^  that 
i^s  fir  ft  Bill  was  altered^  and  the  following  Provifiom 
vjere  made:  "  That  every  Pawnbroker  fhall  be  licenfed 
by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  the  Quarter  Sefiions  ; 
that  in  order  thereto  he  fhall  give  public  Notice  in  the 
Qazette  three  Times  before  the  Time  of  Licenfing  ; 

that 
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Anno  i8.  that  hs  be  a  Houfe -keeper,  or  Perfon  who  has  ferved 
Geo.  II.  1744.^  3j^  Apprenticefhip,  and  of  good  Reputation  ;  that  he 
follow  no  other  Bufinefs  or  ProfeiHon ;  that  he  con- 
flantly  keep  a  fair  and  regular  Entry-book  of  the  Pledges 
he  receives,  the  Time  when,  and  the  Money  lent ; 
that  upon  every  Pledge  of  more  than  the  Value  of 
twenty  Shillings  he  ihall  give  a  Receipt  to  the  Party 
pledging  it ;  that  he  fhall  be  obliged  to  produce  the 
Pledge,  thereby  to  give  the  Owner  an  Opportunity  of 
felling  it,  if  he  is  not  able  to  redeem  it  ;  that  upon  pro- 
ducing to  him  Warrant,  he  fhall  immediately 
fearch  his  Warehoufes  and  Books,  and  produce  the 
Goods  in  Queftion,  if  pofTefled  thereof.  The  Rate  of  his 
Intereft  and  Reward  for  his  Trouble  is  fettled  at  One- 
Third  lefs  than  now  taken  ;  which,  fuppofmg  there  are 
r»o  more  than  two  hundred  Pawnbrokers  trading  at  an 
Average  upon  two  thoufand  Pounds  Capitals,  each  will 
be  a  Saving  to  the  induftrious  Poor  of  at  leaft  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds ^^r  j^nn.  It  is  further  provided,  that 
every  Perfon,  upon  paying  the  Premium,  may  prevent 
his  Goods,  if  not  perifhable,  from  being  fold  ;  that  in 
Cafes  of  Bankrupts  EfFedls  being  pledged,  the  Pawn- 
broker fhall  be  intitled  to  but  five  Pounds  per  Cent. 
and  the  Pawnbroker  be  impowered  to  ftop  fufpicious 
Perfons,  and  carry  them  before  a  Magittrate  ;  and 
that  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  every  Pawnbroker  to  fell  the 
Pledges,  if  not  redeemed,  or  the  Premium  difcharged, 
within  one  Year.'* 

The  following  Remarks  were,  about  this  time,  made 
on  the  foregoing  Arguments,  in  Defence  of  the  Pawn- 
brokers. 

I.  The  Argument  drawn  from  the  Value  of  the  ca- 
pital Stock  on  which  the  Pawnbroker  is  fuppofed  to  trade, 
if  it  be  allowed  all  the  Weight  which  is  defired,  can  be- 
nefit only  thofe  who  began  with  fuch  a  Stock  j  and  in 
Proportion  as  it  is  fuppofed  more  inclufive  where  it  can 
take  Place,  muft  impair  the  Credit  of  thofe  who  can- 
not claim  its  Support  ;  which  will  be  found,  I  believe, 
the  greater  Number.  For  as  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Pawn- 
broker has  been  always  very  reproachful,  it  is  not  likely 
that  many  have  engaged  in  it  with  a  Stock  of  two 
thoufand  Pounds ;  becaufe  they  were  able  to  have  car- 
ried 
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rled  on  other  trades  with  equal  Profp€£l  of  Profit,  if  the  Ann©  t?- 
Eftimates  of  the  Pawnbrokers  are  juft,  and  without  the  ^eo^ll.j744^ 
hourly  Cenfures  which  the  Appearance  of  Oppreffion 
muft  bring  upon  them,  and  the  other  Vexations,  of 
which  the  Pawnbrokers  have  fo  pathetically  complained. 
And  it  is  by  no  Means  unworthy  of  the  Attention  of 
the  Public  to  enquire  whether  it  is  frequent  to  place  as 
Apprentices  to  Pawnbrokers  young  Men  who  are  hkely 
to  enter  into  the  Bufmefs  with  tw^o  thoufand  Pounds  : 
Of  thefe,  I  believe,  every  Man's  Obfervation  will  in- 
cline him  to  believe  that  the  Number  is  not  great,  and 
that  at  leaft  the  Apprentices  fo  qualified  bear  a  very 
fmall  Proportion  to  the  Number  of  the  Pawnbrokers. 
And  if  it  fhould  be  found  upon  Enquiry  that  fcarce  any 
are  placed  out  to  learn  this  Bufinefs,  but  fuch  as  wanted 
Money  to  learn  any  other,  w  hat  will  be  the  EfFedl  of 
this  Argumeiit,  which  is  the  Foundation  of  the  whole 
Plea,  both  to  the  Public  and  to  the  Senate  ? 

'  If  this  AfTertion  be  granted,  that  a  Pawnbroker 
cannot  gain  enough  to  fupport  his  Family  v/ithout  a 
Stock  of  two  thoufand  Pounds,  and  it  ihall  be  found 
that  none,  or  verv  few,  commence  Pawnbrokers  with 
fuch  Stocks,  it  muft  be  allowed,  either  that  Pawnbrokers 
are  not  fo  necefiary  as  they  have  endeavoured  to  appear, 
or  that  our  Poflerity  are  in  Danger  of  being  plundered 
and  opprelTed,  when  the  prefcnt  Set  of  wealthy  Pawn- 
brokers fhall  be  either  too  old  or  too  rich  to  continue 
their  Bufmefs ;  and  fmce  it  has  appeared  necefiary  to  the 
-Senate  that  an  Apprenticefhip  (hould  be  ferved  to  this 
Profeflion,  it  might  be  proper  to  add  to  the  Regulations 
which  have  been  already  contrived,  a  Reftri(SI:ion,  by 
which  all  whofe  Fortune  is  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
Pounds  fhall  be  forbidden  to  take  Pledges  for  Money, 
or  to  be  bound  Apprentices  to  Pawnbrokers.  This  li- 
mitation cannot  be  thought  an  Hardfnip,  becaufe  by  the 
,  Confefiion  of  the  Pawnbrokers  themfelvcs,  no  Man  can 
honeflly  carry  on  their  Bufmefs  with  a  lefs  Stock  j  and, 
furely,  that  Law  cannot  be  accounted  cruel  or  unjuft, 
which  only  excludes  a  Man  from  an  Empio)  rAent  which 
he  cannot  exercife  without  Difhonefty  and  Oppreffion. 
It  is  a  Law  really  preventive,  of  which  the  Confequence 
cannot  be  other  thani^eneficial ;  for,  the  Pav/nbrokers 
will  carry  on  their  Bufinefs.  without  that  Reproach  which 
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Anno  18.        the  Pra£lices  of  needy  Beginners  are  faid  to  bring  upon 
Ge),iLi744.    them  |  and   the  Public   will  either  fee  the  Profeffion   of 
Pawnbroking  extinguifbed,  or  confined  to  fuch  as  may 
be  enabled  to  trade  upon  equitable  Terms. 

II.  The  Argument  by  which  the  Pawnbrokers  have 
attempted  to  prove  the  Improbability  of  the  Crime  of 
receiving  ftoien  Goods,  with  which  they  have  been 
charged,  will  be  found  of  very  little  Weight,  Vv^hen  it 
is  confidered  by  Men  acquainted  with  the  Practices  of 
Trade,  and  verfed  in  the  daily  Tranfa^lions  of  the  lower 
Conditions  of  Life.  It  might  indeed  be  fpecioufiy  urged 
to  an  AfTembiv  of  Gentlemen,  that  a  certain  Degree  of 
Wealth,  added  to  the  common  Convi(51ions  of  Confci- 
ence,  and  the  general  Senfe  of  Right  and  "Wrong,  muft 
neceiTarily  exempt  Men  from  Temptation  to  mean 
and  dangerous  Practices ;  and  thofe  whofe  Education 
has  difpofed  them  to  Honefty,  or  whofe  Wickednefs  is 
at  leafl:  of  a  more  lofty  Kind,  will  be  inclined  to  admit 
fuch  Pleas  as  conclufive.  But  a  few  Hours  fpent  in 
Places  of  petty  Commerce  will  teach  themtoconfider,  not 
what  Wealth  any  Man  nowpofieffes,  but  by  what  Means 
it  came  into  his  Hands  ;  they  will  be  quickly  taught, 
that  Wealth  is  increafed  by  the  fame  Pradices  by  which 
it  was  at  firft  obtained  ;  that  the  Breaches  of  Honefty 
are  fcldom  repaired  ;  and  that  therefore  if  any  of  the 
Pawnbrokers  began  to  trade  with  lefs  than  two  thoufand 
Pounds,  it  is  not  improbable  tjjat  they  may  now  be  Re- 
ceivers of  ftoien  Goods ;  fmce  it  is  apparent  from  their 
own  Profeffions,  that  they  muft  once  have  been  difho-* 
neft,  becaufe  with  a  lefs  Stock  they  could  not  honeftly 
have  grown  rich ;  and  Experience  has  always  taught, 
that  the  Return  from  Wickednefs  to  Virtue  is  very  dif- 
ficult. 

This  Argument  would  prove,  with  equal  Force, 
that  no  other  Man  could  commit  this  or  any  other 
Crime;  for  if  the  Advantages  and  Inconveniencies  of 
any  Sort  of  Wickednefs  be  confidered,  it  will  always  be 
found  that  Virtue  is  eligible,  and  yet  we  fee  that  is  very 
fcldom  chofen. 

Yet,  as  it  is  not  .intended  in  thefe  Remarks  to  cen- 
fure  the  Pawnbrokers,  but  to  enquire  after  Truth,  it 
muft  be  conftflcd  that  there  is  no  reafon  for  charging 
PawnbrokeiSj  more  than  any  other  Traders,  with  the 

P.ec?:ption 
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Reception  of  ftolen  goods,  becaufe  it  feems  more  na-      ArtnoiS. 
tural  for  a  Thief  to  fell  than  to  pawn   them ;  fmce  he  ^^o.  II.  1744.. 
muft  in  either  Cafe  a6t  with  the  fame  Difadvantages,  and 
it  is  likely  that  more  will  be  given  by  the  Purchafer  than 
advanced  by  the  Lender. 

The  Accufation  of  illegal  Tranfa£lions  with  Bankrupts 
appears  without  Evidence,  that  men  flruggling  upon 
the  Brink  of  ruin  have  made  imprudent  and  unjuft  Con- 
traits  with  Pawnbrokers,  as  they  have  taken  many  other 
Meafures  equally  unreafonable,  is  very  likely  ;  but  why 
their  Folly  or  their  Crime  Ihould  be  charged  upon  the 
Pawnbroker,  is  not  eafily  conceived  ;  for  if  the  Trader 
means  only  to  conceal  his  Subftance  from  the  Creditors, 
he  may  place  it  in  a  thoufand  other  Hands,  with  as 
much  Security  as  in  thofe  of  a  Pawnbroker.  If  he  delires 
to  raife  Money  upon  his  Goods  in  a  clandeftine  Man- 
ner, he  may  iupply  himfelf  more  liberally  and  more  fe- 
cretly  by  felling  than  pledging  them,  fince  the  Buyer 
will  have  no  Reafon  nor  Right  to  dete6l  him,  nor  may 
perhaps  know  him  who  makes  the  Bargain  j  but  he  muft 
always  lie  at  the  Pawnbroker's  Mercy,  whom  real  or 
sifFe£ied  Honefty  may  incite  to  a  Difcovery, 

III. The  Inconveniencies  of  borrowing  from  Friends  ra- 
ther than  from  Pawnbrokers  are  not  very  clearly  evincedo 
it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  he  who  borrows  money  is  in 
feme  Degree  expofed  to  the  Tyranny  or  Treachery  of 
him  that  lends  itj  and  every  Man,  whofe  Necellities 
have  obliged  him  to  have  Recourfe  to  his  Friends,  has 
found  the  Weight  of  the  Obligation,  at  one  Time  or 
other,  heavy  u^on  him  ;  but  it  is  not  equally  certain 
that  this  Obfervation  will  prove  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Pawn- 
brokers ;  and  ffill  lefs  is  it  evident  that  it  will  juftify 
their  Practices.  For  the  Inconvenience,  which  is  men- 
tioned in  fuch  ftrong  Terms,  of  expohng  the  DifJireiTes 
of  a  Trader,  is  no  lefs  an  Objection  to  his  Application 
to  a  Pawnbroker,  than  to  any  other  Perfonj  as  it  is 
well  known  how  much  it  injures  the  Reputation  of  a 
Trader  to  enter  a  Pawnbroker's  Shop,  and  how^  certainly 
he  is  blafted,  if  he  is  feen  very  frequently  to  enter  that 
Door  of  Poverty.  It  will  not  be  anfwered,  that  a  Man 
may  apply  with  Secrecy ;  for  he  may,  v»ith  equal  Hop«6 
of  Secrecy,  take  any  other  Methods ;  or  that  he  may 
employ  a  MefTenger  to  tranfa6t  his  Buunefsj  and  preferve 
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Anno  18.       his   Peffon   from  Obfervation ;   for,  then  a  MelTenget' 
Geo.  II.  1744*    muft  be  trufted  with  a  Secret,  with  which  it  is  danger* 
ous  to  truft  a  Friend. 

But  though  it  fhould  be  allowed  that  the  ProfelHon 
of  Pawnbrokers  may  afford  fome  temporary  Convenien- 
cies  to  the  Imprudent,  or  to  the  Unfortunate,  yet  it 
wi'l  not  follow,  that  their  Pradices  are  juftihable  ;  for 
it  is  not  lawful  for  another  to  demand  an  extraordinary 
Price  for  Bread  at  a  Time  when  the  Buyer  may  happen 
to  be  hungry,  though  doubtlefs  Hunger  may  determine 
him  to  comply  with  an  Extortioner. 

But  there  is  one  Queftion  more  remaining,  fo  impor- 
tant that  it  well  deferves  the  Attention  of  the  Public,  and 
fo  diffufe  and  extenfive,  and  complicated  with  fuch  Num- 
bers of  Circumftances  perpetually  varying,  that  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  any  Anfwer  can  be  obtained 
but  from  Experience.  In  debating  the  Expedience  of 
eftablilhing  Pawnbrokers  it  feems  requifite  to  inquire. 
Whether  it  be  moft  advantageous  to  Mankind  in  gene- 
ral, that  there  (hould  be  Opportunities  of  concealing 
Diftrefs,  or  whether  the  Public  would  not  be  more 
happy,  if  the  Condition  of  every  Man  were  to  be  eafily 
known? 

This  is  a  Queftion  which  every  Man  will  find  him- 
felf  inclined  to  anfwer  according  to  the  prefent  State  of 
his  AfTairs.  He  who  is  now  involved  in  Difficulties,  of 
which  his  Hopes  promife  him  a  fpeedy  Period,  will  think 
it  unreafonable  to  be  debarred  from  Opportunities  of 
obtaining  a  prefent  Supply,  without  incurring  the  Con- 
tempt, which,  by  the  Cruelty  of  Mankind,  is  generally 
conjoined  with  Poverty.  But  he  whofe  Affairs  rather 
enable  him  to  give  Credit  than  oblige  him  to  demand, 
v\'ill  very  quickly  anfwer,  that  the  great  Incumbrance 
of  Trade  is  the  Uncertainty  of  Payments ;  and  that  no- 
thing is  more  contrary  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Whole,  than 
that  thofe  fl'iould  appear  rich  who  are  really  poor^  and 
be  enabled,  by  fallacious  Oftentation,  to  obtain  Credit 
beyond  their  Stock,  to  trade  with  the  Property  of  others, 
and  receive  the  Advantages  of  Fraffick,  without  the  Ha- 
zards, or  involve  others  in  the  Confequences  of  theit 
ov/n  Ignorance  or  Folly. 

To  difcufs  this  Qiieftion  completely  would  require  a 
long  Enquiry  s  for  it  is  apparent  that  many  Individuals 
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muft  fuffer  in  either  Cafe  ;  but  it  feems  probable  that     Anno  iS. 
more  are  injured  than  benefited  by   falfe  Appearances,  ^^°-  "•  ^744* 
2nd  that   the  Knowledge  of  Truth  in  this,  as  in  other 
Cafes,  would  conduce  to  the  general  Good. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  Credit  which  is  ob- 
tained by  concealing  Wants,  has,  for  the  moft  Part,  no 
other  Advantage  than  that  cf  delaying  the  Difcovery, 
which  muft  at  laft  be  made,  and  increafing  that  Po- 
verty which  it  appears  to  relieve,  and  which  it  relieves 
only  by  enabling  the  DiftrelTed  to  make  Ufe  of  the  Pro- 
perty of  others;  and  that  it  is  therefore  often  a  certain 
and  lafting  Injury  to  him  who  trufts,  and  feldom  any 
more  than  a  momentary  Succour  to  him  that  is  trufted. 

But  if  it  can  be  made  a  Queftion,  whether  Credit 
given  upon  the  common  Conditions  of  Trade  is  of  any 
Ufe  to  thofe  whofe  real  Condition  does  not  intitle  them 
to  it,  there  is  furely  more  Reafon  for  doubting  whether 
their  Dealings  with  Pawnbrokers  can  ever  give  them 
real  Affiftance.  There  is,  indeed,  no  Difficulty  in  pro- 
pofing  Cafes  in  which  the  Pawnbroker's  Affiftance, 
however  dearly  bought,  may  be  really  beneficial,  as  k 
might  be  eafy  to  form  Suppofitions  upon  which  Bravoes 
and  Poifoners  might  be  ufefiil  in  a  State,  The  Pawn- 
broker has  undoutedly  affifted  many  who  have  never 
wanted  Affiftance  afterwards;  and  the  Murderer  has  been 
employed  in  cutting  the  Throats  of  thofe  whom  it  was  the 
Intereft  of  Mankind  to  deftroy.  The  Queftion,  there'- 
fore,  is  not  what  may  happen,  or  what  does  fometime^ 
happen,  but  what,  from  the  general  State  of  the  V/orld, 
is  moft  frequently  to  be  expedted. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  Trader  commonly  applies  to 
a  Pawnbroker  as  the  laftRefource  ;  and  that  when  he  is 
driven  to  fuch  Expedients,  he  delays  the  laft  A6i  of 
Bankruptcv  upon  no  other  Principles  than  thofe  upon 
which  a  Man  feized  with  a  Mortification  defers  the  Am- 
putation of  his  Limb  ;  nor  is  it  lefs  known  that  the 
Confequence  in  both  Cafes  is  generally  the  fame ;  the 
Mortification  creeps  up  to  the  Vitals,  and  the  Decay  of 
Fortune  at  laft  eats  up  the  poor  Remains  of  his  Sub- 
ftance  ;  the  one  fufFers  the  Operation  when  his  Life  is 
departing,  the  other  becomes  a  Bankruptvvhen  there  is 
nothing  left  for  his  Creditors. 

It 
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Anno  t^L  U   is,  I  think,  a    Maxim  of  Trade  unlveffally  re- 

Geo.  II.  1744.  ceived,  that  when  a  Man's  ftock  is  funk  below  his  Cre- 
dit, Piodence^  as  well  as  Honefty,  directs  him  to  declare 
his  Condition  to  his  Creditors  ;  and  therefore,  all  thofe 
Expedients,  by  which  his  Hopes  may  be  tranfiently  raifed, 
and  bis  Credit,  in  Appearance,  fupported,  are  not  only 
ufelefs  but  deftruftive  ;  for  by  the  Means  by  which  his  Po- 
verty is  concealed,  it  is  at  the  fame  Time  increafed  ; 
and  while  he  gains  new  Credit,  he  is  growing  lefs  able  to 
pay.  He  that  defers  an  Arreft  by  Money  procured  from 
a  Pawnbroker,  is  endeavouring  to  put  out  Fire  by  piling 
Heaps  of  Fuel  upon  it^  which  may  hide  it  for  a  Time^ 
but  which  mofl:  very  quickly  increafe  its  Violence.  If 
4:he  Pawnbrokers  can  ever  be  of  real  Ufe,  k  muft  be  on 
fudden  Emergencies,  when  they  happen  out  of  the  or^ 
dinary  Gourfe  of  Traffick  ;  but  for  thofe  it  fs  not  necef- 
fary  to  make  a  Provifion  by  any  particular  Eflablifh^ 
meiit,  becaufe  they  cannot  often  happen,  and  becaufe 
the  fam^e  Pledge  which  procures  Credit  at  the  Shop  of  a 
Pawnbroker,  might  procure  it,  at  leafl,  on  the  fame 
Terms,  in  any  other  Place. 

IV.  V/hether  the  Bulinefs  of  a  Pawmbroker  rifes  and 
falls  in  its  Profit  in  Concurrence  withotherTrades,orin 
Oppofition  to  them,  is  of  no  Importance  ;  nor  can  it  de* 
ferveany  Inquiry,  unlefs  it  could  be  fhown,  which  there 
is  no  Reafon  for  fuppofmg,  that  the  Pawnbrokers  en- 
deavour to  emharrafs  Trade,  that  they  may  receive  Ad- 
vantage from  its  Obftrud'tion.  It  is  natural  to  imagine 
that  when  Trade  languiihes,  and  many  Hands  are  with- 
out Employment,  tlie  Pawnbroker's  Affiftance  is  molt 
frequently  required,  becaufe  thofe  who  ufed  to  fubfiib 
upon  their  Wae;es,  mufi:  then  pledge  their  Moveables  for 
Bread  ;  but  as  this  is  rot  the  Crime  of  the  Pawnbroker, 
it  cannot  be  alledged  againfl  him,  becaufe  he  is  really 
then  of  more  Ufe  than  at  any  other  Time  ;  iince  In- 
dudry  muft  then  receive  its  Support  from  him,  who, 
when  Money  circulates  more  freely,  can  be  only  the 
Refuge  of  Idienefs. 

The  C^sdion  is  not,  when  the  Profits  of  the  Pawn- 
brokers are  greateff,  but  whether  at  any  Time  they  are 
jufi-  ;  whether  they  are  not  fuch  as  muft  deftroy  the 
End  for  which  their  Continuance  is  permitted,  the 
Relief  of  the  Neceflitous.     Th^t  they  live  by  the  Mife- 

rics 


[    89    ] 
ri.es  of  Mankind  is  notorious ;  but  of  how  many  other     Anno 
tniployments  is  that  Afiertion  equally  true  ?  Tjieonly  ^'"'  "'^7 4 4- 
Enquiry  oughc  to  be,  whether  they  contribute  to  lellen 
Mileryi  or  increafe  it. 

V.  The  Remarks  on  the  LofTes  incurred  by  the  Sale 
of  Plate  and  Cloaths  compared  with  the  Intereft  paid 
to  the  Pawnbroker,  though  it  fhould  be  allowed  to 
prove  that  it  is  more  eligible  to  pawn  than  to  fell  in  a 
Time  of  Neceflity,  will  yet,  by  no  Means,  evince  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  the  Pavi^nbroker's  Demands  ;  for  tho' 
a  Man  may  be  willing  to  fuffer  a  flight  Wrong  rather 
than  a  great  Misfortune^  his  Circumftances  can  afford 
no  Jultification  of  him  by  whom  the  Wrong  is  inflicted, 
and  whofe  Oppreilion  is  only  aggravated  by  the  Want  of 
Choice  ir^j^him  that  fuffers  it. 

VI.  The  Comparifon  of  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Pawn- 
broker with  that  of  any  other  Tradefmen,  in  Regard  to 
the  poilible  Abufe  of  his  Profeffion,  and  the  Obferva- 
tion  that  for  the  fame  Reafon  which  Pawnbrokers 
ought  to  be  fupprefled,  every  other  A6t  of  Commerce 
ought  likewife  to  be  reflrained,  is  rather  fpecious  than 
convincing.  As  all  Men  have  Faults  as  well  2S  Virtues, 
and  the  Difference  that  conftitutes  them  good  or  bad, 
is  the  Predominance  of  Virtues  or  of  Vices;  fo,  if  we 
confider  the  Employments  of  Men,  all  of  them  will  be 
found  liable  to  be  abufed,  but  not  all  in  an  equal  De- 
gree ;  fome  are  generally  beneficial  to  the  Public,  and 
only  by  Accident  detrimental  ;  others  are  in  general  de- 
trimental, and  only  ufeful  on  particular  Occafions. 
This  Difference  it  is  which  has  given  Honour  to  fome 
Callings,  and  thrown  Infamy  upon  others.  The  Man 
who  feeds  Cattle,  and  the  Man  that  keeps  an  Alehoufe, 
have  never  been  confidered  as  Membeisof  the  Common- 
wealth equally  valuable,  however  apparent  it  may  be  rhat 
both  of  them  may  adminifter  to  the  NectrlTiticsof  Life, 
and  that  both  of  them  may  promote'Vice  and  Luxury. 
A  Man,  who,  by  the  Profeffion  Vv'hich  he  has  chofen, 
will  probably  injure  ten,  while  he  benefits  only,  two,  is 
not  to  be  tolerated  in  Government,  though  it  can  never 
be  fhewn  with  Certainty  that  thofe  ten  might  not  falFer 
the  fame  Inconveniencies  Irom  fome  other  p.rfon  ;  for 
Bapks  are  to  be  repaired  when  a  Breach  is  difcovered, 
though   they  may  pofiiblv  break  in  fome  otht-r  Place ; 

Vofc.  n.  '        G  known 
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Anno  iS*  known  Grievances  are  not  to  be  fufFered  merely  becaufe, 
Geo.  II.  '744.  if  they  are  redrefled,  fome  other  Evil  may  arife.  It  is 
V— — v-**-/  indeed  true,  that  the  Imprudent  and  Indolent  may  in- 
jure their  Fortunes  by  abfurdor  la vifhTraffick  with  Tra- 
ders of  any  Kind  ;  but  this  Poffibility  will  afford  no  Ar- 
gument in  Favour  of  thofe  whofe  Bufmefs  is  fuch  that 
they  can  trade  with  none  but  the  Imprudent,  who  do 
not  confider  the  Lofs  which  they  fuftain  ;  or  the  Unfor- 
tunate, who  cannot  avoid  it.  The  End  of  the  Law  is 
to  fupply  the  Defe£t  of  the  Underftanding  of  Indivi- 
duals by  the  public  Wifdom,  and  to  prote6l  the  Weak 
from  the  Oppreffion  of  the  Powerful  ;  and  thefe  Pur- 
pofes  feem  but  little  regarded,  while  a  Set  of  Men  ar« 
tolerated,  who  raife  Fortunes  by  fupplying  Luxury  with 
the  Means  of  Pleafures,  and  flattering  Poverty  with  mo- 
nientary  Succours. 

'  Feb,  4.  Ordered,  that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 

,  Bill  for  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  &c.  &c, 

Refoiutjon  of         Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply, 

the  Committee    the  following  Refolution :  That  177,421 /.   iS  s,  3  4^. 

of  Sapply.  be  granted  to  make  good  the  Deficiency   of  the  Grants 

for  1744.     Which  Refolution  was  agreed   to  by   the 

Houfe. 

Bin  to  take  ^^^'  ^*    ^^^  -^-"^^^   Mayor  of  London  *  prefented  to 

away  the  Ai-   the  Houfc,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  repealing  fo 

dermen's  Nega-  jjiuch  of  an  A6t  of  1 1  Geo.  I.  intituled,  An  ad^  for  re- 

*^^*'  gulating  Elections  within  the  City  of  London  ;  and  pre- 

fervingthe  Peace,  good  Order,  and  Government  of  the 

faid  City,  as  relates  to  the  making  or  paffing  of  A6ls, 

Orders,    or  Ordinances    in   CommonX'ouncil :    And 

the  fame  was  received,  and  read  the  firft  Time,  and  or- 

^  dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Refolution  of        Feb,  7.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 

tke  Committee    Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  :  That  the 

rings,  delivered  out  for  Home-Confumption,  which, 
by  an  A6t  of  14  Geo.  II.  were  (Continued  and  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and  Succeflbrs,  until  March  25, 
1753,  be  further  continued  from  March  24,  1752,  to 

«  Mr,  AUcrmiiii  Mar-faal,  Member  for  ^gmonde/bam,  Bucks. 

March 
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March  25,  1759.     Which  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by     Anno  ig. 
theHoufe.  Ceo.  ii.  17 ^4. 

Feb.  8.  A  Bill,  purfuant  to  the  above  Refolution,  was  *«'-— '^r""*«*/ 

brought  in,  received,  read  the  firft  Time,  and  ordered  fhe^ilof'^"^ 
to  be  read  afecond  Time. 

l^he  Mutiny-Bill  vj2.s  read  the  firft  Time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Feb.  II.  The  Mutiny- Bill  vvas  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Carew  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  Or-  Bill  to  regulate 
der,  a  Bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touching  the  ^^^*^^^°"S' 
Elections  of  Knights  of  the  Shire,  to   ferve  in  Parlia- 
ment,  for  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called   England^ 
wliich  was  read  the  firft  Time,  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond lime,  and  to  be  printed. 

The  Sale,    and  Red  and  White  Herring  Bill,    was  Sait-Bili  com- 
read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed.  mitted. 

Feb,  12.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Refolntlons  of 
Supply,     the    following   Refolutions,     viz.      i.  That  the   Committee 
85,847/.  4 J.  qd.  be  granted  for  defraying  extraordi-°^  ^"fP^-^* 
rary  Expences   of  the  Troops  in  Britijh  Pay,  which 
ferved  \n  Flanders y  incurred  ^««5    1744,   not  provided 
for  by  Parliament.     2.  That  26,775/.    15  J.   lod.  be 
granted  upon  Account  of  the  reduced  Officers  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Land-Forces  and    Marines  for   the  Year  1745. 
3.  That  3864  /.  be   granted  for  paying  of  Penfions  to 
the  Widows   of  fuch  reduced   Officers  of  the   Land- 
Forces  and    Marines,  as  died  upon  the  Eftablifhment 
of  Half-Pay  in  Great-Britain  ;  and  who  were  married 
to  them  before  the  26th  oi  December ^  iyi6,  for  the 
Year  1745.      4-  That  25,000/.    be  granted    to  finifh 
JP^eflminJier-Bridge^  &c,  ^c. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Refolutions  met  with  fome  Oppofi- 
tion,  but  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereon,  was  agreed  to 
bv  the  Houfe.  The  reft  of  the  faid  Refolutions,  being 
federally  read  a  fecond  Time,  were,  upon  the  Queftion 
feverally  put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

A  Bill  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  AS:  pafled  11 
Geo.  I.  intituled,  An  AS  for  regulating  Ele6lions  v^ithin 
the  City  of  London,  and  preferving  the  Peace,  good 
Order,  and  Government  of  the  faid  City,  as  relates  to 
the  making  or  paffing  of  Ads,  Orders,  or  Ordinances, 

Q  2  in 
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Atino  i8.  in  Common-Council,  was,  according  to  Order,  read  a 
Ceo.  II.  j-44.  fecond  Time,  and  a  Motion  being  made,  that  the  Bill 
U^>--V"-»c_j  ^^  committed,  a  Debate  *  eniued,  which  was   opened 

Debate    on    the  ^       , 

Bill  to  take    a-  ^7 

way  the  Alder- 
men's Negative.  *  For  the  better  underftanding  this  Debate,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that 
as  the  Common-Council  of  the  City  of  London  makes  but  one  Court, 
confifting  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common-Council-Men, 
all  fitting  in  one  Room  or  Houfe,  and  called  in  all  public  Aifts,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  0^ London ,  in  Com- 
mon-Council aflVmbled  5  neither  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  nor 
Commons,  as  fuch,  had  any  Negative  before  the  Year  1725,  but  all 
voted  indifcriminately,  as  Members  of  one  and  the  fame  Court,  and  a 
Majority  of  tiie  Whole  determined  the  Queftion,  even  though  the 
Lord  Mayor,  or  a  Majority  of  the  Aldermen,  or  a  Majority  of  the 
Commons,  was  againfi  it.  In  that  Year,  from  what  Confiderations, 
public  or  private,  we  fhall  not  determine,  a  Bill  was  brought  in,  and 
pafTed  into  a  Law,  intituUd,  **  An  Aft  far  regulating  Eledions  within 
**  the  City  of  London^  and  for  preferving  the  Peace,  good  Order,  and 
*'  Government  of  the  faid  City  5^'  whereby  it  was,  among  other  Things, 
ena£led,  *'  That  no  Aft,  Order,  or  Ordinance  whatfoever,  ihall  be 
*<  made  or  pafied  in  the  Common -Council  of  the  faid  City,  without 
**  the  Aflent  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  prefent,  pr  the  major  Part 
'•  of  them,  nor  without  the  Affent  of  the  Commons  prefent  at  fuch 
*'  Common-Council,  or  the  major  Part  of  them." 

This  Negative  Power,  vefted  in  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, was,  by  moft  People,  deemed  to  be  of  dangerous  Confequence, 
bccaufe  a  Minifter  might  find  Means  to  gain  a  corrupt  Influence  over 
a  Majority  of  the  Aldermen,  who  are  chofen  for  Life,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  City's  coming  to  any  Refolution  as  a  Corporate  Body,  how- 
ever neccflary  it  might  be  at  the  Time,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Liberties  or  Trade  of  their  Country.  Therefore,  many  of  the  moft 
eminent  Citizens,  and  even  many  of  the  Aldermen  themfelves,  had 
for  a  long  Time  ftruggled  to  get  this  Law  repealed,  and  the  City  re- 
stored to  its  antient  Form  of  Government. — For  this  Purpofe,  on  the 
25th  of  January,  1744-5,  a  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in  Common-Council  aflembled, 
was  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  reprefejuing,  That  the  faid 
Aft  had  by  no  Means  anfwered  the  good  Ends  and  Purpofes  thereby 
faid  to  be  intended,  neither  had  the  fame,  in  any  wife,  preferved  the 
good  Order  and  Government  of  the  City  5  but  that  the  exercifing  the 
Negative  Power,  thereby  given  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  had  occa- 
iioned  great  Jealoufies  and  Difcontcnts  among  the  Citizens,  highly  ob- 
flrufted  the  Proceedings  of  Common-Councils,  and  tended  greatly  to 
deftroy  the  Peace  and  good  Order  of  the  faid  City  5  that  by  this  Lavkr 
the  Commons  in  Common-Council,  (though  compofed  of  no  lefs  than 
236  Citizens)  fliov.ld  they  be  unanimous,  might  by  the  Nega'"ive  Votes 
of  the  Mayor,  and  two  or  three  Aldermen,  be  ref^rained  from  making 
any  Aft,  Order,  or  Ordinance,  however  advantageous  or  beneficial  to 
the  faid  City;  and  that  th«  Petitioners  conceived,  that  fo  great  a 
Power,  lodged  in  fo  few  Hands,  might,  in  Time,  prove  fubverfive  of 
the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Citizens  of  London,  and  dellruftive 
of  the  very  Efience  aiid  Being  of  Common  Councils:  And  thereiore 
praying  the  Koufc  to  take  the  Preinifes  i/ito  Confidcravion,  and  to  do 
'hcrcinj  a-,  to  the  Houft;  fhould  ktm  mc^t  and  agreeable. 

This 
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by  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelbatn^  who  delivered  him-      Anno  ig. 
felf  to  the  following  E^^a  :  <^^o.  il.  .744. 

'  I  now  rife  up  to  do  what  I  {hould  be  very  far  from  Henry  Pelham, 
chufing,  and  what  I  fhould  certainly  avoid,  if  I  were  Efqj 
not  in  my  own  Mind  fully  convinced,  that  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  for  the  Prefer vation  of  the  Peace  and 
Tranquillity  of  my  native  Country. — I  rife  up.  Sir,  to 
oppofe  the  Motion  for  committing  the  Bill,  which  has 
now  been  read  a  fecond  Time  to  you.  The  Bill,  I 
know,  is  a  favourite  Bill  among  the  People  without 
Doors,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  City  of  London  ;  and, 
therefore,  I  am  fenfible,  that  I  run  a  Rifk  of  incurring 
the  popular  Odium,  by  my  oppoling  the  Progrefsof  fuch 
a  Bill :  But  this  fhall  never  deter  me  from  acting  in  this 
Houfe  according  as  I  think  the  Intereft  of  my  Country 
diredis ;  and  it  is  this  alone  that  calls  me  up  upon  this 
Occafion.  Power  is  an  Enjoyment  that  is  grafped  at, 
and  afliduoufly  fought  after,  by  all  Mankind,  tho'  very 
few  are  capable  of  making  a  right  \Jik  of  it :  It  was  this 
that  created  the  many  Jealoufies  and  Contefls  betweei^ 
the  Patricians  and  Plebeians^  and  between  the  Senate 
and  Tribunes  of  antient  Rome ;  which  at  laft  rofe  to 
fuch  a  Height,  and  were  carried  on  with  fuch  Violence, 
as  to  put  an  End  to  that  glorious  Commonwealth.  It 
is  this  that  makes  the  Populace  fo  fond  of  every  Regula- 
tion that  gives  them  any  Share,  or  adds  to  the  Share 
they  have,  in  the  Government  of  their  Country  ;  and 
yet  it  is  plain  from  Hiftory,  that  no  free  State  ever  long 
endured,  where  the  Populace  had  any  great  Share  in 
the  Government  J  and  that  while  it  did  endure,  it  ne- 
ver pofTeiTed  any  fettled  Peace  or  Tranquillity.  Men 
will  always  be  more  governed  by  their  Pallions  than  by 
their  Reafon,  and  it  is  fo  difficult  to  forefee  and  deter- 
mine what  is  moft  for  the  public  Good,  that  Men  are 
apt  to  determine  that  to  be  moft  for  the  public  Good, 
which  bed  fuits  with  their  private  Views  and  Paflions, 
This  is  the  Caufe,  that  where  the  People  have  too  great 
a  Share  of  the  Government  in  their  Hands,  the  Peace  of 

This  Petition  being  read,  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  for  re- 
pealing fo  much  of  the  faid  A  61  as  related  to  the  malcing  or  pafling  of 
Acts,  Orders,  or  Ordinances  in  Common-CouncU,  ntfufra, 
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Anno  I?.  .  the  State  mud  always  be  difturbed  with  Parties  or  F'gc* 
Geo.  II.  i744»  tions;  and  as  the  V'^ulgar,  great  as  well  as  fmajl,  have 
generally  but  very  little  Forefight,  and  are  violent  in 
the  Purfuit  of  every  PafTion,  this  always,  at  laft,  fur- 
niihes  the  Leader  of  fome  Party  or  Faction  with  Means 
to  overturJi  the  ConRitution  of  their  Government,  and 
to  ufurp  to  hiiTjfelf  a  fole  and  arbitravy  Pov/er, 

'  I  could  demonftrats  this  Theorem,  Sir,  from  Ob- 
servations upon  the  Hifiory  of  almoft  all  the  Common- 
^vealths  that  ever  had  a  Being,  and  are  now  no  more  ; 
but  as  the  Rcftian  Pliilory  is  befl:  known,  and  moii 
^adapted  to  this  Purpofe,  I  iliall  confine  my  Obferva- 
nons  to  that  Hiflory  alone.  After  the  Expulfion  of 
their  Kings,  and  the  Eftablifliment  of  a  republican 
Form  of  Government,  the  People  got,  it  is  true,  im- 
mediately, a  very  great  Share  in  the  Government,  by 
the  Law  that  introduced  an  Appeal  to  the  People,  for 
which  the  chief  Promoter  got  the  Name  of  Puhlicola, 
By  this,  and  by  the  Election  of  their  annual  Magidrates, 
the  People  had,  I  fay,  a  very  great  Share  of  the  Go- 
vernment :  But  for  many  Years  it  was  in  Appearance 
only  5  for  the.  Senate  and  chief  Patricians^  even  after 
the  Tribunes  of  the  People  were  inflituted,  had  fo  much 
Influence  among  the  People,  that  they  preferved  in 
their  own  Hands  the  Whole  of  the  Adminifrration,  by 
getting  the  People  to  chufe Tuch  Magiflrates  as  they  di- 
rected, and  to  make  fuch  Decrees  upon  i\ppeals,  as 
they  thought  proper  and  jufl ;  but  the  People,  fpirited 
up  by  popular  Leaders,  were  every  Day  aiming  r,t  get- 
tmg  more  and,  more  Power  into  their  Hands,  and  by 
the  fame  Means  the  Influence  of  the  Senate,  and  chief 
Patricians^  grew  every  Day  lefs  and  lefs.  The  firft  Con- 
queft  the  People  made  upon  the  Senate,  was  that  of  cb- 
taining  the  Eflablifhment  of  Tribunes,  with  mofl  ex- 
traordinary Powers  ;  and  the  next  they  made  was,  the 
obtaining  a  Law  for  the  allowing  of  Alarriages  between 
Patricians  and  Plebeians.  About  the  fame  Time  thty 
got  introduced  the  Cuftom  of  chuhng  military  T'ribuies 
in  the  Place  of  Confuis,  becaufe  xYit  Fatriciayis  •wow\<^  not 
allow,  that  any  Plebeian  could  be  cholen  a  Conful, 
whereas  2i  Plebeian  might  be  chofen  a  military  Tribune  i 
iind  by  Means  of  this  Difpute,  the  Commonwealth  came 
tp  be  gpverntd  for  many  Years  by  military  Tribunes 
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inftead  of  Confuls ;  though  fuch  was  the  Modefty  of  the      Anno  iS. 

People,  that  for  above  fifty  Years  after  this  Sort  of  Ma-  Geo.  II.  1744. 

giftracy  was  firft  introduced,  no  Plebeian  could  get  him- 

felf  chofen  a  military  Tribune.     But  the  greateft  Con- 

queft  which  the  People  of  i?^w^  obtained  over  the  Senate 

and  Patricians^  was  the  Law  for  rendering  a  Plebeian 

capable  of  being  chofen  a  Conful ;  for  from  that  Time 

the  Influence  of  the  Senate  diminifhed  very  faft,  and 

the  People  began  to  grow  every  Day  more  licentious. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  a  Way  being  opened  for  popular  Lead- 
ers, whether  Patrician  or  Plebeian,  to  arrive  at  the 
chief  Dignities  and  Magiftracies  of  the  State,  and  the 
People  having  got  almolt  entirely  into  their  own  Hands 
the  conferring  of  thofe  Honours,  and  repeating  them  as 
often  as  they  pleafed,  a  popular  Leader  at  laft  put  an 
End  to  the  Liberties  of  the  People  for  a  Time ;  and 
foon  after  him,  another  popular  Leader  put  an  End 
to  them  for  ever.  When  I  fay  this,  every  Gentle- 
man muft  fuppofe,  I  mean  Caius  Marins  and  Julius 
Cisfar^  Names  well  known  to  thofe  who  are  verfed  ia 
the  Roman  Hiftory.  Marius^  though  of  mean  Extrac- 
tion, even  among  the  Plebeians,  raifed  himfelf  to  fuch 
Favour  among  the  People  of  Ro7ne,  by  his  Succefs  in 
War,  and  by  patronizing  every  popular  Law  propofed, 
.  that  he  was  chofen  Conful  for  three  Years  fucceffively, 
which  enabled  him  to  continue  himfelf  by  Force  or  Cor- 
ruption in  the  fame  high  Office  for  three  Years  more,  in 
Spite  of  all  that  the  Nobles  of  Rome  could  do  againft 
him.  I  fay,  Nobles,  Sir  ;  for  by  admitting  Plebeians 
into  all  high  Offices,  the  Diftin&ion  between  Patrici- 
ans and  Plebeians  had  by  this  Time  begun  to  be  forgot, 
and  the  Difl:in(5lion  that  came  In  its  Place,  was  that  of 
the  Nobles  and  People.  It  is  true,  the  Nobles,  by  the 
Help  of  Sylla^s  Army,  got  the  better  of  Alarius,  and 
drove  him  into  Exile  in  Africa  ;  but  the  very  next  Year, 
Sylla  being  gone  with  his  Army  into  Greece  againft  Mi^ 
thridates,  Marius  returned,  and  joining  with  Cinna, 
after  a  terrible  Slaughter  of  the  Nobles,  he  feized  upon 
the  City  and  Government  by  an  armed  Force,  which 
his  Party  held  by  the  fame  Means  after  his  Death,  till 
Sylla  returned  with  his  Army  from  Afia,  and  after  fe- 
deral Vidories,  deftroyed  all  the   Heads  of  that  Party, 

G4  and 
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Anno  I?.       and  reftored  what  was  called   the  Party  of  the  Nobles 
Geo.  n.  1744.    referving,  however,   to  himfc-lf  a  Di(3:atorial  Power. 

t   Did    thefe  Misfortunes,  Sir,   render   the    People  of 
Mo fne  more  wife?   Did  they  from    thence    learn  not  to 
aim  at  more  Power  than  they  knew  hov/  to  make  Ufe 
of,  or  not    to  put  more  Confidence   in   their  pretended 
Patriots  than   they  deferved  ?   No,   Sir.      Prelently  after 
Syil0*s  Death,  Julhs  dsfar^  thouo^h   he   was  ot  nobie 
Extradion,  put    himfclf  at    the   Head    of   the   popular. 
Party,  and  patronized  every  Propofition  that  tended  to 
increafe   the    Power  of  the  People  ;   becaufe   from   the 
Experience  of  what  happened    in  Syllas  Time,  he  favi% 
that  that  was  the   only  Party  that  would   fupport    him 
in,  as  well  as  raife  him  to  arbitrary  Power,     By  patron- 
izing Ap'arian  and   fuch  other  Laws,  he  recommended 
himfelf  to  great  Favour  among  the  People  5  and  as  he 
knew,  that  military  Glory  and  a  good  Army  v/cre  ne- 
ceiTary  to  raif^^  him  to  the  highefl  Pinnacle  of  Power,  he 
made  ufe  of  that  Favour  for  obtaining  the  Government 
of  Tranjalpim  Gaid^  to  which  he  got  by  the   iairie  Fa- 
vour the  Province  of   Cifalplne  Gaul  afterwards  viddcd,. 
•  though  every,  wife  Man  at  Rome  faw,   that  it  was  dan- 
gerous  to  join  thefe  two  Commands  together,  becaufe 
the  firft  furniflied  him  of  Courfe  with  a  great  Army,  and 
the  fecond  with  an  eafy  Accefs  to  Roms  itfelf,  in  a  Con- 
dition to  feize   upon  the  Go^'ernm-ent  of  his  Country  ;  ' 
hut  the  Populace  could  not  fee  this  Danger,  nor  could 
they  penetrate  into  his  Defign  of  involving  his  Country 
in  a  War  with  the  Gauls^  cr  of  dehring    to   continue 
for  feveral  Years    in  the  Command  of  thofe  two  Pro- 
vinces :  Whereas    his  Defign  in   both  was  perceived  by 
the  Senate  and  great  Men    at  Ro?ne.     They   faw,  that 
by  involving  his  Country    in  V/ar,  his   Defign  was  to 
recommend    himfelf   to  the    Populace    by   his  military 
Glory  ;  and   that    by  deliring  to  coiitinue  long   in  the 
fame  Command,   he  defigned  to  model   his  Army  fo  as 
to  make    it   the  Army   of  Julius  Cajar^  and    not  the 
Army  of  the  Common v;eakh  of  Ro?ne. 

*  All  this,  I  fay.  Sir,  was  forefeeii  by  the  Senate  and 
great  Men  of  Rome  ;  but  they  neither  loild  recall  him, 
jior  call  him  to  an  Account  for  unneceflkrily  i-^volving 
his  Country  in  a  War,  without  theConient  of  the  Peo- 
ple 5  and  they  were   fo   blinded   wilh   his  military  Ex- 

pioiis. 
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ploits,  and  tlie  Favour  he  had  formerly  gained  among  Anno  18, 
them,  that  it  was  not  poiTibie  to  make  them  fee  the  Geo^.  ^744, 
Danger,  or  confent  to  recall  a  General,  who  v/as  every 
Day  fending  j:hem  Accounts  of  Victories  gained  over 
their  moft  antient  and  moft  formidable  Enemy.  There 
he  ftaid,  there  he  fought  fuccefsfully,  till  he  made  the 
Army  his  own  j  and  then,  inftead  of  difniifling  his  Ar- 
my, as  was  required  by  the  Senate,  he  marched  with  it 
to  Rome.,  and  conquered  his  Country.  So  blind  were 
the  P<iopie  to  their  own  Intereft,  fo  ready  to  afTift  their 
Favourite  in  overturning  the  Liberties  of  their  Country, 
that  the  Tribunes  they  had  chofen  declared  againll:  the 
Senate,  and  having  fled  from  Rome^  took  Shelter  in  the 
Camp  oW^far.  So  it  was,  Sir,  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Romey  fo  it  will  be  in  all  Commonwealths  where  the 
People  are  vefted  with  too  much  Power.  They  are  ex- 
travagant in  their  Favours,  as  well  as  Refentments, 
which  makes  it  eafy  for  a  Favourite  to  obtain  fo  much 
Power  from  them,  or  fuch  a  long  Pofiellion  of  Power, 
as  enables  him  to  ftrip  them  of  all  Manner  of  Power 
whatfoever  ;  therefore,  in  every  free  State,  it  is  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary,  for  the  Prefervation  of  its  Freedom,  to 
have  a  Senate  orAflembly  of  Nobles,  or  chief  Magiftrates, 
vefted  with  a  Power  to  give  a  Check  to  the  Extrava- 
gancies of  the  People. 

^  This,  as  I  have  faid.  Sir,  we  may  learn  from  the 
Fliflory  of  every  Commonwealth  that  ever  was  brought 
under  the  fole  and  arbitrary  Power  of  one  Man  ;  and, 
in  particular,  we  may  learn  it  from  a  late  Inflance  in 
our  own  Hiftory.  As  the  Conflitution  of  our  Go- 
vernment is,  I  believe,  the  moft  perfe6l,  and  the  beft 
contrived  for  Duration,  of  any  that  v/as  ever  invented, 
the  People  are,  by  Means  of  this  Adembly,  provided 
with  a  fufiicient  Power  to  prevent  their  being  opprefled, 
either  by  our  Nobles,  or  by  thofe  employed  by  the  King 
in  the  executive  Part  of  our  Government ;  and  '\i  the 
People  ihould,  by  Means  of  this  Aftembly,  become  at 
any  Time  extravagant,  either  in  their  Purfuit  of  Power, 
or  in  beftowing  Favours,  either  upon  a  popular  King, 
or  p(;pular  Subjeft,  th^other  Houfe  has,  hy  our  Confti- 
tution,  a  Power  to  give  a  Check  to  our  Proceedings. 
While  our  Conftitution  remains  entire,  and  each  Branch 
of  the  Legiilature  prefervcs  the  Check  it  has  upon   the 

other 
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Anno  1?,       Other  two,  the   Freedom  of  our  Government  mufl  re- 
7  4-    j^^jj^  fecure  ;  and  as  often  as  this  Check  is  removed,  or 
any  Way  clogged  in  its  Operation,  our  Liberties  begin 
to  be  in  Danger. 

'  Of  this.  Sir,  we  had  a  notable  Inflance  about  an 
hundred  Years  ago.  The  People  being  rendered  gene- 
rally difcontented  by  the  ill  Management  of  the  Court, 
and  drove  into  Enthufiafm  by  the  Pride  and  Arrogance 
of  fome  of  the  leading  Clergy,  this  Houfe  began  to  en- 
croach upon  both  the  other  Branches  of  our  Legiflature  ; 
and  having  the  Populace  on  their  Side,  by  Means  of  Mobs 
and  riotous  Aflemblies,  they  made  it  impoffible  for  the 
other  Houfe  to  exert  that  Check  which,  by  our  Confti- 
tution,  they  ought  to  have  upon  this.  What  was  the 
Confequence  ?  The  People,  by  Means  of  their  Repre- 
jentatives  in  this  AlTembly,  having  got  the  whole  Power 
of  the  Government  into  their  Hands,  they  murdered 
their  King,  overturned  the  Conftitution  of  their  Coun- 
try, and  were,  at  laft,  themfelves  fubje£led  to  the  foje 
and  arbitrary  Power  of  the  General  they  had  raifed  and 
appointed  to  command  their  Army. 

'  Is  not  this,  Sir,  a  recent  Proof,  from  our  own  Hif- 
tory,  that  it  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  a 
free  State  to  lodge  a  great  Power,  without  any  Con- 
troul,  in  the  People,  or  in  any  popular  Aflembly  ?  And 
when  we  confider  this,  fhali  we  go  about  to  repeal  a 
Law  which  is  fo  neceflary  for  putting  a  proper  Reftraint 
upon  the  Proceedings  cf  that  popular  Aflembly  called 
the  Common-Council  of  the  City  of  London?  Whether 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  have  always  had  a  Nega- 
tive Voice  in  the  Commoii-Council,  is  v/hat  I  fiiall  not 
pofitively  determine  ;  but  to  me  it  feems  highly  proba- 
ble that  they  have,  becaufe  it  is  fo  analogous  to  our  na- 
tional Conftitution  ;  and  it  is  reafonable,  I  think,  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  Government  of  our  capital  City  was, 
by  its  firft  Eftabiifiiment,  made  as  fimilar  as  pofTible  to 
^e  Government  of  the  Nation.  If  we  fuppofe  this,  we 
mufl  of  Courfe  fuppofe,  that  the  Court  of  Aldermen  in 
the  City,  (land  in  Place  of  the  Houle  of  Lords  in  our 
national  EflahliOiment  ;  and,  confequently,  we  muffc 
fuppofe,  that  they,  have  always  had  a  Negative  upoi^ 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons. 

'  Bcfides, 
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<  Befides,  Sir,  it  is  highly  reafonable  it  fhould  be  fo:  ^^"'JJ 
The  Common-Council  of  the  City  of  London  is  a  popu- 
lar, and  a  very  numerous  AfTembly  :  It  would  be  dan- 
gerous, as  I  have  already  fnewn,  to  give  an  Afl'embly  of 
this  Kind  fuch  an  extenfive  Power  as  they  have,  without 
any  Check  orControul.  In  the  Fervency  of  their  Zeal, 
Affection,  or  Refentment,  they  might  come  to  fuch  Refo- 
lutions  as  might  endanger  not  only  their  own  Liberties,  but 
the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  ,  for  in  all  our  Broils  and  Dif- 
putes,  and  much  more  in  ourCivilWars,  the  City  oi  Lon^ 
don  has  been  of  the  utmoft  Confequence,  and  has  generally 
turned  the  Scales  to  whatever  Side  fhe  declared  for.  It 
is  therefore  of  great  Confequence  to  the  Nation  to  have 
the  Refolutions  of  the  City  of  London  direded  with 
Wifdom,  and  prevented  from  being  governed  by  any 
popular  Madnefs  or  Frenzy ;  and  as  they  have  always 
hitherto  been  wifely  c]ired:ed,  I  think  it  is  a  plain  Proof 
that  the  Aldermen  have  always  had  a  Negative  in  the 
Common-Council ;  otherwife  it  is  hardly  poilible  to 
fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  numerous  popular  AfTembly  would 
not  fometimes  have  run  into  great  Extravagancies. 
The  Aldermen  are  always  Men  of  known  Abilities  and 
Experience  ;  and  as  they  are  chofen  for  Life,  they  are 
not  liable  to  be  infe6led  with  any  Frenzy  that  may  rage 
among  the  People  :  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  they  will  ever  sgree  to  any  Meafure,  that,  like  ma- 
ny other  noxious  Productions,  owes  its  Origin  to  Heat, 
and  cannot  fubfift  in  a  temperate  Climate.  But  the 
Common-Council-Men  are  chofen,  and  may  be  changed 
annually  :  Confequently,  they  cannot  always  be  Men 
of  Experience,  and  m.uft  all  be  fuch  as  give  into,  and 
encourage  the  violent  Humours  that  happen  to  prevail 
among  the  People  at  the  Time.  If  they  judge  coolly, 
and  adl  with  Moderation,  they  are  fure  to  be  difmiffed 
at  the  next  Election  \  and  as  it  is  juPdy  thought  an  Ho- 
nour by  every  Citizen  to  represent  his  Ward  in  the 
Common-Council,  this  mufl:  make  him  cautious  of  be- 
having in  fuch  a  Manner,  upon  any  Occafion,  as  may 
difoblige  th'ofe  that  chufe  him. 

*•  From  thefeConfiderations,  Sir,  and,  from  the  con- 
tinued Steadinefs  and  Wifdom  of  the  City's  Conduct, 
ue  have  great  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Aldermen 
have  always  had  a  Negative  in  the  Common-Council  5 

though. 


[       100      ] 

Anno  ig.  though,  perhaps,  the  Q^iejflion,"  by  their  not  having 
Gtu.  II.  1744.  j-jgj  ^^  Opportunity,  or  rather  (heir  not  having  been 
for  a  long  Time  urrdtr  ar^y  Neceflity  to  exercife  fcheir 
Negative  Power,  had  become  doubtful,  and  was  con- 
tefted,  when  the  Law  was  pafTed,  which  is  now  pro- 
px)red  to  be  repealed  ;  but  fuppofe  it  was  then  clear, 
that  they  had  no  fuch  Negative,  the  Thing  is  in  itfelf  fo 
leafonable,  and  fo  neceflary  for  preferving  the  Tranquil- 
lity of  the  City,  and  even  the  TranquilHty  of  the  Na- 
tion, that  if  there  were  now  no  Law  in  BeingTur  giving 
them  a  Negative,  I  fhould  be  for  our  paiTing  fuch  a  Law 
as  foon  as  poffible.  It  is  really,  in  my  Opinion,  ridicu- 
I'ous  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Aldermen  have  not  a  Negative, 
or  that  the  Majority  of  the  Aldermen  prefent,  as  weU 
as  the  Majority. of  the  Common-Council-Men,  muft 
net  agree  to  every  Queftion  before  it  can  pafs  into  a, 
Refolution.  Let  us  confider  the  Stile  of  all  their  ASis, 
Orders,  and  Ordinsnces  :  The  Stile  is  in  tbefe  Words, 
//  is  refohed^  or,  Be  it  enabled  by  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor  ^  the  Right  Worjh'ipful  the  Aldermen^  and  the 
Commons^  in  Common- Council  affembled :  Now,  as  the 
Commons  are  in  Number  236,  and  the  Aldermen  but  26, 
if  they  were  all  to  vote  together  upon  an  Equality,  and 
without  any  Diflin6tion  between  the  Votes  of  Com- 
mon-Council-Men and  Aldermen,  a  Queftion  might 
he  carried  by  a  great^Majority,  though  every  one  of 
the  26  Aldermen  fhould  declare  moft  flrenuoufly  againft 
it.  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  would  it  not  be  ridiculous  to  fay, 
//  is  refohed^  or,  Be  it  ena^fed,  by  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Mayor ^    the  Right  Worfoipful  the  Aldermen  ? 

'  Sir,  if  the  Bill  now  before  us  (hould  pafs  into  a  Law, 
I  hope  the  City  will  for  the  future  change  their  Stile 
and  fay,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Commons  in  Common- 
er uncil  aflembled  ;  for  if  a  great  Majority  of  them  be 
for  the  Queftion  propofed,  it  will  fignify  nothing  whe- 
ther the  Aldermen  be  for  it  or  no  :  Nay,  I  believe,  few  or 
none  of  them  will  ever  give  themfelves  the  Trouble  of 
attending  ;  for  (hould  they  appear  unanimous  aiid  ftre- 
nuous  for  or  againft  any  Motion,  it  may  be  the  chief 
Caufe  of  its  being  carried  againft  them  ;  and  flioukl  this 
happen  to  be  the  Cafe,  as  it  probably  may,  I  ihall  ex- 
pect to  hear  of  fuch  Refolutions  pafTed  in  the  Common- 
Council,  as  may  give  great  Difturbance  not  only  to  the 

City, 
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Clly,  but  to  the  whole  Nation.     But  this,   I  hope,  will     Anno  il 
be  prevented  by  our  difagreeing  to  the  Bill  now  under  ^^o-  ^^-  »74' 
our  Confideration.  '^    " 

'  1  know.  Sir,  and  if  I  did  not,  the  Petition  upon 
which  this  Bill  is  founded,  would  inform  me,  that  fe- 
veral  Objedions  have  been  made  to  the  Aldermen's 
having  a  Negative  in  the  Common-Councils.  It  has 
been  laid,  that  this  Negative  is  fo  far  from  preferving 
the  good  Order  and  Government  of  the  City  oi  Lo-idon^ 
that  the  Exercife  of  it  has  cccafioned  Jealouiies  and 
Difcontents  among  the  Citizens,  obftruded  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  Common-Councils,  and  deltroyed  the  Peace 
and  good  Order  of  the  City.  But  this,  Sir,  is  the 
Way  of  thinking  only  among  the  Petitioners  and 
their  Friends;  for  in  my  Way  of  thinking,  and  in  the 
W^ay  of  thinking  of  moft  of  the  Citizens  I  have  con- 
verfed  with,  the  Peace,  Order,  and  good  Government 
of  the  City  would  have  been  feveral  Times  lately  de- 
ftroyed,  had  it  not  been  for  this  Negative,  which  vi-as 
given  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  by  the  Adl 
now  propofed  to  be  repealed.  If  any  Jealoufies  or  Dif- 
contents have-of  late  Years  arifen  in  the  City,  they  were 
not  occafioned,  but  put  a  Stop  to,  by  the  Exercife  of 
this  Power.  In  all  Cities  there  are  Innovators  and  am- 
bitious Projectors,  who  are  every  Day  contriving 
Schemes  for  the  Advancement  of  their  Power  and  Popu- 
larity. In  the  City  oi  London  fome  fuch  are  daily  mak- 
ing their  Appearance  ;  and  if  fome  of  their  Schemes 
have  been  nipped  in  the  Bud  by  the  Exercife  of  this  Ne- 
"gative,  it  may  have  o.ccafioned  Jealoufies  and  Difcon- 
tents among  them  and  their  Friends ;  but  if  their 
Schemes  had  been  allowed  to  blofTom,  and  much  more^ 
if  they  had  ripened  into  the  Fruit  expe£^ed  from  them, 
they  would,  I  am  lure,  have  occafioned  much  greater 
Jealoufies  and  Difcontenis  among  the  Citizens,  and 
might  have  fpread  Jealoufies  and  Difcontents  over  the 
whole  Nation. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Exercife  of  this  Nega- 
tive may  have-obftru6ted  the  Proceedings  -of  Common- 
Councils  :  It  was  defigned  for  that  very  End:  It  was 
defigned  ns  a  Check  upon  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mon-Council ;  and  1  have  fliewn,  that  it  is  necelTary  to 
have  fuch  a  Check  upon  the  Proceedings  of  every  popu- 
lar 
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Anno  iS.  lap  Aflembly  that  is  intrufted  with  any  very  extenfive 
^eo.  ^  ^744-^  Power.  But  I  will  aver,  that  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Common-Coundl  were  never  obftrucSled  by  the  Exer* 
cife  of  this  Negative,  except  when  they  deferved  to  be 
obftru6led ;  and,  in  any  other  Cafe,  I  am  perfuaded 
they  never  will.  Though  the  Aldermen  have  been 
now  for  very  near  twenty  Years  invefted  with  this 
Power  by  an  exprefs  A6t  of  Parliament,  yet,  fo  far  as 
I  can  recollect,  they  have  never  exercifed  it  above  three 
or  four  Times ;  and  at  every  one  of  thefe  Times,  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Common-Council  were  fuch,  that 
if  a  Stop  had  not  by  this  Means  been  put  to  them,  they 
would  certainly  have  expofed  the  City  at  leaft,  if  not 
the  whole  Nation,  to  great  Difquietudcs  and  Dangers. 

'  Another  Obje6lion  againft  this  Negative,  which  is 
likewife  mentioned  in  the  Petition,  is  this,  Sir :  It  is 
faid,  that  the  unanimous  Refolution  of  the  Common- 
Council-Men  may  be  defeated  by  two  or  three  Alder- 
men, however  advantageous  or  beneficial  it  may  be  to 
the  City.  Now  this.  Sir,  lexprefsly  deny;  for  as  every 
Alderman  has  a  Right  to  be  prefent  at,  and  is  exprefsly 
fummoned  to  every  Common-Council ;  and  as  no 
Matter  of  great  Importance  i«  ever,  or  indeed  ought  to 
be  brought  before  them,  till  the  Lord  Mayor  and  moft 
of  the  Members  have  been  acquainted  with  it,  and  have 
had  fome  Days  to  confider  it,  it  is  not  poflible  to  fup- 
pofe  a  Common-Council  fo  ill  attended  upon  fuch  an 
Occafion,  as  not  to  have  above  five  Aldermen  prefent 
at  it.  Moft  probably,  upon  every  fuch  Occafion,  they 
will  all  attend :  If  they  do,  fourteen  of  them  at  leaft 
muft  concur  in  putting  a  Negative  upon  the  Motion  ; 
and  however  unanimous  the  Common-Council- Men 
may  be,  I  fhall  not  eafily  believe  any  Proportion  to  be 
for  the  Advantage  or  Benefit  of  the  City,  if  fourteen 
Aldermen  declare  againft  it ;  for  as  they  have  generally 
a  greater  Stake,  and  are  better  Judges  of  the  true  In- 
tereft  of  the  City,  than  moll:  of  the  Common-Council- 
Men,  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  ever  fourteen  of  them 
wilk  join  in  oppofing  any  Thing  that  appears  to  be  ad- 
vantageous or  beneficial  to  the  City  ;  efpecially  as  moft 
of  them  live  in  the  Citv,  and  confequently  would  run 
the  Rifk  of  being  Dc-li-iitsd  by  an  inraged  Populace, 
I  Ihould 
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{hould  they  thus  oppofe  what   evidently  appeared  to  be     Anno  iS. 
for  the  Intereft  or  Happinefs  of  the  City.  Geo^.  174^ 

'  In  Ihort,  Sir,  I  cannot  believe,  that  ever  the  Al-  v— — v— — ' 
dermen  will  exercife  this  Negative  Power,  but  when 
the  Common- Council- Men  are  running  into  fome  fe- 
ditious  or  licentious  Proceedings,  or  when  they  are  go- 
ing to  facrifice  the  Intereft  of  the  City  to  their  Affedlion 
for  fome  popular  Favourite.  Both  thefe  Errors  the  Po- 
pulace of  every  great  City  are  very  apt  to  fall  into  ; 
and  as  the  Common-Council-Men  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don muft  always  be  very  much  influenced  by  the  Opi- 
nions, and  even  the  Pallions,  of  the  Populace,  their 
falling  into  fuch  Errors  is  always  to  be  apprehended.  If 
they  ever  do,  this  Negative  of  the  Aldermen  will  be  of 
great  Service  to  the  City,  and  therefore  I  muft  be  againft 
repealing  the  Law  by  which  it  iseftablilhed.' 

Sir  John  Barnard  next  got  up,  and  fpoke  in  Subftance 
as  follows  : 
<-  Sir, 

«  Although  I  (hould  be  forry  to  gain  the  Hatred  of  sir  John  Bar- 
my Countrymen,  yet  I  am  not  fo  fond  of  popular  Ap-  "^rd. 
plaufe,  nor  fo  much  afraid  of  popular  Odium,  as  to  re- 
gulate my  Condudl  in  this  Houfe  by  either.  I  muft  in- 
deed confefs,  that  I  have  fuch  an  Opinion  of  the  good 
Senfe  of  my  Countrymen,  and  have,  by  Experience, 
found  them  fo  often  in  the  Right,  that  it  is  with  the 
utmoft  Caution,  and  after  the  moft  mature  Delibera- 
tion, I  ever  differ  from  what  I  find  to  be  the  Opinion 
of  the  Public  ;  and,  I  believe,  it  would  be  much  better 
for  the  Nation,  if  our  Miniflersof  State,  as  well  as  the 
^■Members  of  this  Houfe,  had  always  the  fame  Regard 
•for  it.  With  regard  to  the  Bill  now  before  us,  what- 
ever the  Hon.  Gentleman  may  have  heard  from  the  Ci- 
'tizens  he  has  talked  to  upon  the  Subject,  I  can  affure 
•him,  that  it  has  been,  and  is  now,  called  for  by  the 
general  V^oice  of  the  Citizens  o^  London-,  but  this  I 
ihall  not  defire  him,  or  any  other  Gentleman,  to  take 
upon  my  Teftimony,  becaufe  every  one  may  be  con-  '      \ 

vinced   of  it  by  the  Inftrudions  given    by  the   Citizens 
to  their  Members  at  the  Beginning  of  this  very  Parlia- 
^ment,  the  laft  Article  of  which  is  to  require   them   to 
perfift,  v/ith  unwearied  Diligence,  till  they  Ihould  pre- 

yail 


Anno  iS.  vail  in  getting  Laws  pad:  for  reftraining  the  exprbi- 
^*°'^'J744*^  tant  Power  pretended  to  refide  in  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men. As  thefe  Inftru(3:ions  were  given  by  a  Court  of 
Huttings,  which  is  a  general  AfTembly  of  all  the  Ci- 
tizens 5  and  _as  they  were  agreed  to  without  the  leaft 
Oppafition,  it  is  an  undeniable  Proof,  that  the  Citizens 
oi  London  are  generally  againfi:  this  Negative  Voice, 
lodged  by  a  late  Statute,  in  the  Court  of  AJdermen  ; 
and  confequently,  the  Exercife  of  this  Power  muft 
neceffarily  produce  Jealoufies  and  Difcontents  among  the 
Citizens. 

'  In  this  Cafe,  therefore,  Sir,  I  have  the  Pleafure 
of  finding  a  great  Majority  of  my  Fellow-Citizens  of 
the  fame  Opinion  with  me  ;  for  when  this  Negative 
Voice  was  firft  given  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen^  1  was 
of  Opinion^  that  it  would  be  of  dangerous  Confeqiience 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  City,  and  produ6live  of  great 
Jealoufies,  Animofities,  and  Difcontents  ;  and  in  this 
Opinion  I  have  fmce  been  confirmed  by  Experience, 
as  well  as  by  the  Concurrence  of  a  great  Majority,  I 
may  fay,  of  all  my  Fellow-Citizens,  who  have  a  due 
Regard  to  the  Privileges  of  the  City,  or  the  Liberties  of 
their  Country.  In  this,  therefore,  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man and  I  differ  widely  in  Opinion;  but  in  another 
Opinion  I  fhall  in  Part  join  with  him,  1  fhall  admit 
that  Power,  even  a  lawlefs  Pov/er,  is  grafped  at,  and 
affiduouHy  fought  after,  by  too  many,  of  the  human 
Species  ;  but  I  cannot  admit  that  either  a  lawlefs,  or  a 
conftitutional  Power  is  grafped  at  by  all  Mankind :  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe,  moft  Part  of  Men  are  fo  low 
in  their  Circumftances,  that  Ambition,  or  the  Lufl  of 
Power,  never  fo  much  as  once  enters  their  Thoughts  ; 
and  a  great  Majority  of  thofe  of  fuperior  Circum- 
ftances have,  I  hope,  as  they  ought,  their  Thoughts 
more  taken  up  about  guarding  again^^^awlefs  Power, 
than  about  the  Purfuit  of  any  conftitutiohal  Power. 
To  all  thofe,  therefore,  that  do  not  aim  at  lawlefs 
Power,  I  muft  recommend  the  Confideration,  that 
the  Luft  of  Riches  is  as  vehement,  and  much  more  ge- 
neral than  the  Lufl  of  Powei*,  and  that  this  Lufl  of 
Riches  has  always  been  the  beft  Handle  that  could  be 
made  Ufc  of  by  thofe  who  were  aiming  at  lawlefi 
Power. 

«  When 
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*  When  we  confider  this.  Sir,  we  (hall  of  Coqffc  Jinno  i?. 
find,  and  muft  conclude,  that  the  Complaints  againft  ^«*>-^- '744* 
this  Negative  Voice  in  the  Court  of  Aldermen  do  not 
proceed  from  any  unreafonable  Luft  of  Power  in  the 
Body  of  the  Citizens  of  London,  but  from  a  moft  juft 
and  reafonable  Apprehenfion,  that  this  Negative  may, 
by  Corruption,  be  made  ufe  of  by  thofe  who  are  aim- 
ing at  acquiring  a  lav/lefs  Power  over  their  Country, 
and  efpecially  over  the  City  of  London  ;  and  this  is  a  Dan- 
ger which  we  are  in  this  Country,  and  particularly  at 
this  Time,  much  more  expofed  to,  than  we  are  to  the 
Danger  of  our  Liberties  being  overturned  by  the  People's 
affuming  to  themfelves  a  greater  Extent  of  Power  than 
they  know  how  to  make  a  proper  Ufe  of.  Thofe  who  have 
been  taught  and  accuftomed  to  vilipend  the  Know- 
ledge, the  Judgment,  or  the  Difcretion  of  the  People 
in  the  Exercife  of  Power,  may,  perhaps,  think,  that 
the  Liberties  of  a  Country  may  be  endangered  by  lodg- 
ing too  much  Power  in  the  Hands  of  the  People,  or 
what  we  in  this  Country  call  the  Commons;  but  this 
can  never  be  the  Cafe,  as  long  as  the  Nobles  and  the 
chief  Families  among  the  Commons  preferve  fo  much 
as  the  Appearance  of  any  Virtue  or  public  Spirit  among 
them.  Whilft  the  Nobles  and  great  Families  of  a  Coun- 
try are,  or  even  feem  to  be,  influenced  in  every  Part 
of  their  public  Conduct,  by  Virtue,  and  a  generous  Re- 
gard for  the  Good  of  their  Country,  the  People  will  al- 
ways entruft  them  with  the  Exercife  of  whatever  Power 
may  be  lodged  by  the  Conftitution  in  their  Hands,  and 
the  noble  and  great  Families  will  alwavs  have  fo  much 
Influence  upon  the  Minds  of  the  People,  as  to  prevent 
their  giving  too  much  Power  to  any  one  popular  Leader; 
but  when  the  noble  and  great  Families  throw  afide  even 
the  Appearance  of  Virtue  or  public  Spirit :  When,  from 
€very  Part  of  their  Condu^  it  appears,  that  none  of  them 
feek  any  Thing  but  their  own  private  Intereft,  and  that 
almoft  every  one  of  them  is  ready  upon  all  Occafions,  and 
in  Cafes  of  the  utmoft  Importance,  to  facrifice  the  public 
Good  to  his  own  private  Advantage  :  V/hen  the  People 
find  themfelves  oppreiTed  with  Taxes  in  order  to  pay 
extravagant  Penfions  or  Salaries  to  the  Rich  and  Qrear, 
■or  to  their  Relations  and  Favourites  :  When  thofe  in- 
•trufted  v/ith  the  Government,  confpire  to  mi.ke  a  prir 
"..    \^ Oh,  II,  H  vate 
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Anno  if.  i/2Lte  Jobb  of  every  public  M^afure  :  When  true  Merit 
Geo.  II.  ^744.  is  difregarded,  and  the  public  Service  in  every  Branch 
negledted  or  facrificed,  by  the  employing  of  none  but 
fuch  as  are  the  Relations  or  Sycophanes  of  the  noble  or 
great  Families  in  a  Country  :  I  Aiy,  when  this  hap- 
pens to  be  the  Cafe  in  any  free  Country,  the  Nobles 
and  great  Families  lofe  their  Influence  among  the  Peo- 
ple, and  then  it  becomes  eafy  for  a  great  and  popular 
Leader,  by  an  AfFecSlation  of  fuperior  Virtue  and  public 
Spirit,  to  perfuade  the  People  to  lodge  fo  much  Power 
in  his  Hands,  as  to  enable  him  to  aflume  a  fole  and  ab- 
folute  Rule. 

'  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  Sir,  the  People  cannot  properly  be 
faid  to  be  cheated  out  of  their  Liberties :  They  become, 
in  Tome  Meafure,  willing  to  put   themfelves  under   the 
Government  of  One  they  have  a  good  Opinion  of,  ra- 
ther than  continue  under  the  Government  of  the  Many 
they  have  a  bad  Opinion  of;  and  no  one  can  fay  their 
Choice  is  abfurd  or   imprudent  5  for  when  Virtue  and 
public  Spirit  become  extin£l  among  the  noble  and  great 
Families  of  a   Country,  it   is  impoilible    to  preferve  a 
free   Government.     Their  Government  muft  deviate 
into  an  abfolute  Monarchy,  or  an  abfolute  Oligarchy  ; 
and   the  firfl  is  the  moft  eligible  of  the  two,  becaufe  a 
fole  and  abfolute  Monarch  cannot  pofiibly  have  any  pri- 
vate Intereft  to  purfue  ;  he  can  have  no  Intereft  to  purfue 
but  that  of  the  Public  ;  and  if  he  be  a  Man  of  any  Ca- 
pacity, he  will  always  take  as   much   Care  as  poffiblcj 
that  no  one  under  him  fhall  facrifice  the  public  to  his 
own  private  Interefl :  Whereas,  in  an  abfolute  Oligar- 
chy, every  Man  concerned  in  the  Government  has  a 
private  Intereft  to  purfue,  diiFerent,  and  often  contrary 
to  that   of  the  Public  -,  and   if  any   one  among  them 
fhould  be  fo  honeft  as  to  prevent  the  public  Intereft  be- 
ing facrificed,  either  to  his  own  or   any  other  private 
Intereft,   his  Colleagues  in  Power  would  be  alarmed  at 
the  Precedent,  and,  at  leaft,  would    take  Care  to  ren- 
der his  Endeavours  inefFe6lual ;  probably   they  v/ould 
combine  to  get  fuch  a  wrong-headed  Member  difmifled 
their  Society,  if  not  deprived  of  Life.     Therefore,  as  it 
is  better  for  the  People  to  have  one  Man  engaged  in 
Intereft  to  take  Care  of  them,    than  to  have  non&  at 
all,  1  muft  conclude,  that  an  abfolute  Monarchy  is  bet- 
ter 
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ter  than  an  abfdldfe  Oligarchy,  and  both  may  be  efia-    Anno  iS. 
blifhed  under  the  Form  or  Appearance  of  a  free  Govern-  ^^°'  ^^  '744- 
ment;  forin  both  there  may  be  a  Dyet  or  Parliament  chofen. 
by  the  People,   but  the  Choice  of  that  Parliament  muft 
be  influenced  by  Corruption,  and  its  Laws  enforced  by 
a  Standing  Army  ;   (o  that  by  the  prefervins;  of  fuch  an 
Appearance,  the  Government    will  only  be   rendered 
more  oppreflive  upon,  and  more  prejudicial  to  the  Mo- 
rals of  the  People. 

'  From  hence,  Sir,  it  muft  appear,  that  there   is  no 
Way  of  preferving  a  free  Government,   but  by  preferv- 
ing  Virtue  and   public  Spirit   among  the   People,  efpe- 
cially  among  thofe  who  are  eminent  lor  their  Birth   or 
Fortune  ;  and  that  when  there  appears  to  be  a  general 
Decay  of   Virtue   and   public  Spirit,  the  People  are   in 
the  Right  to  make  Choice  of  a  fole  and  abfolute  Govern- 
ment.    This,  Sir,  will  appear  to  have  been  the  Cafe  of 
the  Romans^  if  we  read  their  Hiftory  with  due  Atten- 
tion ;  and   in  all  the  Difputes  that  happened    between 
the  Patricians   and  Plebeians^  we  fball  generally  find 
the  latter  in  the  Right.     All   the  Incroachments  they 
made  upon  what  the  Patricians  called  their  Privileges, 
were  fuch  as  they  were  forced  to  by  Oppreffion,  or  fuch  as 
they  were  intitled  to  by  being  Subjeds  of  a  free  Common- 
wealth.    Their  firft  great  Conteft  was  about  that  cruel 
Law,  which  made  infolvent  Debtors  the  Slaves  of  their 
Creditors,  with  a  Power  to   the  latter  to  ufe  them   in 
what  Manner   they  pleafed.     We   may  judge   of  the 
Cruelty  of  this  Law  from    the  Circumftances  of  the 
Man  who  made  the  firft  Complaint.     Whiift  he  was 
fighting  for  his  Country,  his  Farm  was  plundered,  his 
Houfe   burnt,  his   Cattle  drove  away   by   the  Fntmy. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  Misfortunes,  he  was  obliged  to 
pay  his  AflefTment :  This  firft  brought  him  into  Debt ; 
and  that  Debt  was  foincreafed  by  Ufury,  that  his  Land 
was  firft,  his   Goods  next,    and,    at  laft,    his    Perfon 
taken  in  Execution,  by,  it  feems,  a  Creditor,  ftillmore 
cruel   than   the  Law.     If  any  Man's  Misfortunes  ever 
deferved  Compaffion,  furely  this  Man's  did;   but  from 
his  Creditor  he  was  fo   far  from    meeting  with   Com- 
panion, that  after  having  almoft  ftarved  him,  he  had 
him   feverely  whipped,    fo  that   the  Marks  of  the  Lafti 
rfemained   upon  his  Back.     In  this  Condition  he  made 
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Anno  18.      his  Ercapc  to  the  Market-Place,  where  he  raifed  fuch  a 
Ceo.  11.^744.  Spirit  among  the  Plebeians^  as  firft  procured  a  Mitigation 
*  of  that   cruel   Law»   and  afterwards,  the  Creation   of 
thofe  Magiftrates,  called  Tribunes  of  the  People,  who 
were  to  prote<5t  the  Plebeians  from  being  opprefTed  by 
the  Patricians, 

*  This   Incroachment  therefore.  Sir,   which  laid  a 
Foundation  for  all  the  reft,   was,  plainly,  occafioned  by 
the  OppreiTions  of  the  Patricians,^  who  were  generally 
the  monied  Men  among  the  Romans ;  and  it  is  furpri^i- 
ing  to  fee,  how  tenaciouily  they  ftuck  by  the  oppreffive 
Power,  their  antient  Laws  gave  them  over  the  Perfons 
of  their  unfortunate  Debtors.     As  to  that   relating  ta 
Marriages,  it  was  a  moft  invidieus  Diftinclton  :  A  Di- 
flindtion  which  ought  not  to  have  been  introduced  even 
under  their  Kings,  and  much  lefs  ought  it  to  have  been 
continued  after  the  Eftablifhment  of  their  Common- 
wealth ;  therefore  the   Plebeians  had  a  Right  to  infift 
upon  its  being  abolifhed  :  And  as  to  the  Regulation,  by 
which  a  Plebeian  was  rendered  incapable  of  being  cho-  ■■ 
fen  into  the  ConfuKhip,  or,  indeed,  into  any  other  of . 
thofe  they  called  the  Senatorial   Magiftracies,  it  was, 
like  wife,  fuch  a  one  as  ought  never  to  have  been  in- 
troduced, much  lefs  continued  in  what  was  intended  as; 
a  free  Commonwealth ;  but  this,  I  believe,  was  not 
the  Intention   of  thofe  who  firft  eftablifhed  this  Com- 
monwealth:  The  Intention  of  Brutus  was,  I  believe,' 
to  eftablifti^  an  Ariftocracy,  and   this  was  the  Reafon 
for  excluding  the  Plebeians  from  any  Share  in  the  Ma- 
giftracy  5  but  after  his  furviving  Colleague  had  intro- 
duced an  Appeal  to  the  People,  and    thereby  rendered 
them  fupreme,  even  over  their  Senatorial  Magiftrates,  it 
was   ridiculous  to  think  of  fupporting  this  Exclufion, 
unlefs  they  had  introduced  a  Regulation  for  transferring, 
from  Time  to  Time,  the  rich  and  popular  Plebeians  to 
the  Order  of  Patricians ;  and,  indeed,  it  was   unjuft 
to  eftablifti  it  as  a  Rule,  that  no  Merit,  no  public  Ser- 
vice whatever,  fhould  intitle  a    Man,  or   any  of  his 
Defcendaius,  to  any  of  the  chief  Dignities  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

''  Theje  two  Incroachments  therefore.  Sir,  if  they 
can  be  called  fuch,  the  Plcbeiaiis  had  a  juft  Title  to, 
both  irom  the  Laws  of  Nature,  and  fiom  the  Form  of 
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their  Government,  as  amended  by  Valerius  Publicola  ;  Anno  ig. 
and  the  violent  Oppofition  made  by  the  Patricians  in  .  ^°J^' ^^744* 
thefe  tv^o  Cafes,  w^as  certainly  of  no  Service  to  them 
with  regard  to  their  Influence  among  the  People,  How- 
ver,  their  Courage,  Virtue,  and  public  Spirit  were  fo 
confpicuous  in  all  other  Cafes,  that  they  continued  for 
feme  Ages  to  have  great  Influence  upon  the  People, 
and  wrhile  they  preferved  that  Influence,  they  continued 
to  hold  the  chief  Part  of  the  Government  in  their 
Hands ;  but  by  Degrees,  and  by  the  immenfe  Riches 
they  got  in  the  Wars  of  Spairiy  Africa^  Greece^  and 
Afia^  they  became  luxurious,  avaritious,  oppreffive, 
feJfiih,  or  indolent ;  and  as  they  increafed  in  Vice,  their 
Influence  diminifhed,  and  the  Licentioufnefs  of  the  Peo- 
ple increafed.  It  vi^as  not  the  Increafe  of  Power  that 
made  the  People  grow  licentious  ;  for  when  they  conti- 
nued Marius  for  three  Years  in  the  Confulftiip,  they 
had  little  or  no  greater  conftitutional  Power  than  they 
had  enjoyed  from  the  Time  that  Plebeians  were  firft  ren- 
dered capable  of  being  chofen  Confuls,  which  was  near 
300  Years  before ;  and  it  was  the  Avarice  and  Ve- 
nality of  the  Nobles,  or  Patricians^  that  firft  fet  the 
Example  of  Corruption  to  the  Commons,  by  which 
their  Liberties  were  undone  ;  for  both  Marius  and  'Ju- 
lius Cafar  fucceeded  in  their  Solicitations  for  Power, 
chiefly  by  Means  of  Corruption. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  muft  appear,  that  from  the  Roman 
Hiftory  we  have  a  clear  Proof  of  the  Maxim  I  have  laid 
down,  I  mean  that  of  its  being  impoflible  to  preferve  a 
free  Government,  without  preferving  Virtue  and  pub- 
lic Spirit  among  the  People,  efpecially  among  thofe  that 
are  eminent  for  their  Birth  or  Fortune ;  and  this  Max- 
im will  be  further  confirmed,  by  confidering  that  Part 
of  our  own  Hiftory  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  mention.  It  is  well  known,  Sir,  that  from  the 
very  Beginning  of  the  Reign  ofKingCharks  L  fuchMea- 
fures  were  purfued  by  the  Court  as  could  not  but  give  Of- 
fence to  a  free  People;  and  it  is  likewife  well  known,  that 
many  of  our  noble  and  great  Families  had  joined  in  thofe 
Meafures:  Nay,  feme  of  them,  who  had  before  been  vio- 
lent Oppofers  of  fuch  Meafures,  became  ftrenuous  Ad- 
vocates for  the  Court,  and  made  ufe  of  their  Rhetoric 
for  juftifying  the  fame  Sort  of  Meafures,  as  foon  as 
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Anno  T^.  they  found  themfelves  preferred  to  an  honourable  pr  lii4 
Geo,  Ji.  174^.  ^j.^.jyg  Employment.  This  Behaviour  loft  them  all 
Manner  of  RefpetS:  among  the  People  ;  and  it  was  tbjs 
that  put  it  in  the  Pov/er  of  fome  ambitious  Men  in  the 
Houfeof  Commons  to  raife  fuch  Mobs  and  Tumults  as 
put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  the  other  Houfe  to  rriake  ufe 
of  that  Check  upon  the  Proceedings  of  this  Aflembl/, 
which  they  are  rntitled  to  by  our  Conftitution.  ,If  our 
noble  and  rich  Families  had  in  the  Beginning  of  that 
Reign,  and  End  of  the  former,  behaved  as  they  ought 
to  hi\ve  done,  they  would  have  preferved  that  Influence 
Jimong  the  People  which  they  were  intitled  to  by  their 
Birth  and  Fortune,  and  then  it  v/ould  not  have  been  .in 
the  Power  of  the  ambitious  and  defigning  Men  in  either 
Floufe  to  poifon  the  Minds  of  the  People,  or  to  raife 
any  Mob  or  Tumult  for  preventing  the  other  Houfe's 
niaking  ufe  of  their  Negative  in  every  Cafe  where 'i"^ 
was  neceflary.  -      .» 

*  The  Misfortunes  of  that  Reign,  Sir,  were  notf 
therefore  originally  owing  to  the  Peoplt's  having  or' 
getting  too  much  Power  into  their  Hands,  but  to  moft 
of  our  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  being  more  fond  of 
Court  Favour  than  of  the  Love  or  Efteem  of  their 
Country  ;  and  the  Confequence  of  this,  if  continued 
for  any  Time,  will  always  end,  as  it  did  then,  in  the 
Subverfion  of  our  Conftitution.  At  that  Time,  indeed, 
it  ended  in  the  Subverfion  of  our  Monarchy  as  well  a? 
the  Liberties  of  the  People  ;  but  I  may  venture  to  pro- 
phefy,  that  its  iiex^t  End  will  be  in  the  Subverfion  of 
Libeity,  and  Eftabliihment  of  an  abfolute,  inftead  of 
a  limited  Monarchy  ;  for  (hould  the  People  be  once  ge- 
nerally convinced,  that  the  only  Defign  of  Parliamen- 
tary Oppofition  is  to  recommend  the  Oppofers  to  Titles 
or  Penfions,  or  lucrative  Places  in  the  Government, 
they  will  certainly,  and,  I  think^  moft  reafonably  join 
with  the  Crown  in  laying  Parliaments  entirely  afide  ; 
becaufe  Parliaments  compofed  of  fuch  felfilh  Members 
can  ferve  only  to  increafe  the  public  Expence,  v.M"th- 
out  being  of  any  public  Advantage  :  Nay,  fuch  Parlia- 
ments muft  always  be  detrimental  to  the  People,  by 
rendering  it  necelTary  for  the  Court  to  fquander  the 
public  Money  in  Bribes  and  Penfions,  and  to  wink  at 
the  public  Service  being  in  all  Cafes  made  a  Jobb  of, 
'"   •  •  '         '  '  •-•  ■  '     '  fo^- 
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for  the  private  Emolument  of  thofe  employed  in  car-     Anno  i«. 
rying  it  on.  ^^o.  II.  1744, 

'  I  hope  I  have  now  Ihewn,  Sir,  that  there  is  no  ' 
Danger  to  be  apprehended  from  any  Power  that  can  be 
lodged  in  the  Hands  of  the  People,  as  long  as  the  noble 
and  rich  Families  among  them  are  indued  with  any 
Virtue  or  public  Spirit ;  and  that  when  this  ceafes  to 
be  the  Cafe  -,  when  the  noble  and  rich  Families  become 
generally  felfifh,  corrupt  and  mercenary,  it  becomes 
impoffible  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  the  People  :  The 
Government  muft  deviate  into  an  abfolute  Monarchy, 
or  an  abfolute  Oligarchy,  the  former  of  which  I  have 
ihewn  to  be  preferable  to  the  latter.  We  have  there- 
fore nothing  to  fear  from  any  Power  that  may  be  lodged 
in  the  Hands  of  the  People,  were  they  more  generally 
fond  of  Power  than  they  really  are.  But  as  I  have  faid, 
there  is  another  human  Paffion,  a  Paifion  for  Riches, 
which  is  much  more  general  among  Mankind  than  the 
Love  of  Power.  The  latter  affedis  only  the  Rich  and 
Great,  but  the  former  is  to  be  found  among  all  Ranks 
of  Men,  and  is  therefore  much  more  dangerous,  efpe- 
cially  under  our  Form  of  Government.  This  Paffion 
for  Riches,  like  all  other  Paffions,  grows  every  Day 
ftronger  by  Indulgence;  and  as  it  cannot  be  indulged 
without  an  Opportunity  for  indulging  it,  we  ought  to 
take  Care,  that  no  Man  pofTefled  with  this  fordid  Paf- 
fion, fhall  ever  find  an  Opportunity  to  indulge  it  at  the 
Expence  or  Rifk  of  public  Liberty. 

'  For  *bis  End,  Sir,  there  is  no  Method  fo  efFe<SluaJl, 
as  that  of  lodging  in  as  many  Hands  as  poflible  the  Ex- 
-ercife  of  thofe  Powers  and  Privileges  vefted  in  the  Peo- 
ple for  the  Prcfervation  of  their  Liberties  ;  becaufe  when 
•the  Exercife  of  thofe  Powers  and  Privileges  is  lodged  iri 
a  great  many  Hands,  and  thofe  Hands  fubje6t  to  fre- 
quent Changes,  it  becomes  impoffible  for  a  Court  or 
Minifter  to  tempt  them,  by  any  corrupt  Means,  to  be- 
tray the  Truft  committed  to  their  Charge  ;  whereas, 
when  the  Exercife  of  thofe  Powers  and  Privileges  is 
lodged  in  a  itw  Hands  for  Life,  a  Minifter  may  lay 
Jiold  of  that  univerfal  Paffion  for  Riches,  and  much 
more  eafily  prevail,  by  corrupt  Means,  in  having  all 
thofe  Powers  and  Privileges  betrayed  and  given  up  to 
Jiim  by  their  Guardians.  To  apply  this  to  the  City  of 
H  4  London, 
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Anno  i8.       Lond^Hy  and   in  particular  to  the  Cafe  now  under  pup 
Geo  II.  i744»   Confideration  :  The  Citizens  oi  London  are  veiled}  \yith 
many  Powers  and  Privileges  for   the  Prefervation  of 
their  Liberties,  and  which  have  upon  many  Occafion^ 
been  of  great  Service  in  preferving  or  recovering  the 
Liberties  of  the  People  in  general.     The  fupreme  Ex* 
crcife  of  thofe  Powers  and   Privileges  was,  before  the 
Year  1725,  lodged  in  the  Hands  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common- Council,  as  an  aggregate  Body, 
the  Members  whereof  were  all  upon  an  equal  Footing, 
and  without  any  DiftiniStion  as  to  the  Importance  of 
their  Vote  upon  any  Occafion.     The  Lord  Mayor  did 
not  vote  upon  any  Q^ieftion  as  Lord  Mayor,  nor  the 
Aldermen  as  Aldermen,  but  all  voted  as  Members  of 
the  Court  of  Common-Council,  and  the  Vote  of  the 
meaneft  Common-Council-Man  was  as  good,  and  of 
as  great  Importance,  in  deciding  the  Queftion,  as  that 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  or  the  richeft  Alderman.     As  this 
Court  confifts  of  262  Members,  whiift  it  remained  un- 
der this  Regulation,  it  was  hardly  poiRble  for  a   Mini- 
iler  to  make  Ufe  of  corrupt  Methods  for  influencing 
their  Proceedings,  or  for  preventing  their  coming  to 
fuch  Refolutions  as  were  neceilary  for  preferving  their 
own  Liberties  or  thofe  of  their  Country,  efpecially  as 
the  Trade  and  Bufinefs  of  moft  of  the  Common-Coun- 
cil-Men muft  always,  in  a  great  Meafure,  depend  up- 
on the  Love  and  Ef^eem  of  their  Neighbours  in  the 
City;  confequently,  fuppofing  them  to  be  governed  by 
lio  Principle  but  Self-Interefl,  they   would  not  forfeit 
the  Love  and  Efteem  of  their  Neighboufs,  unlefs  thq 
Minister  could  give  each  of  them  a  Penfion   for  Life, 
equal  at  leaft  to  the  Profits  they  made  annually  by  their 
.Bufinefs,  which  it  will  never  be  in  the  Power  of  any 
JVIinifterto  do. 

*  This,  Sir,  a  late  Minifter,  whofe  Aim  was  to 
eftablim  a  Syftem  of  Corruption,  was  fully  fenfible  of^ 
and  therefore  he  introduced,  and  what  was  more  fur- 
prizing,  got  pafled,  a  Law  for  giving  a  Negative  to  the 
Aldermen,  {o  that  no  Queftion  could  be  agreed  to,  or 
become  an  A6t  or  Ref  )Iution  of  the  Cit^  of  London^ 
unlefs  approved  of  by  a  Majority  of  the  Aldermen  pru- 
fent.  By  this,  it  is  true,  he  could  not  make  the  Com- 
mun  Council  do  whatever  he  had  a  Mind  to,  but  he 

forefaw. 
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forefaw,  that  by  this  he  might  be  able  to  prevent  their     Anno  t^. 
^oing  what  he  had  no  Mind  to ;  for  as  there  are  but  26    ,     _J^' 
Aldermen,  he  knew  that  not  only  he,  but  every  fuc- 
ceeding  Miniller,  that  purfued  the  fameSyftem,  might, 
by  Potts  or  Penfions,  fccure  14  of  the  Aldermen  in  his 
intereft,  as  they  are  chofen  for  Life,  and  are,  for  the 
moft  Part,  Gentlemen  who  have  given  over  Trade,  or 
are  fuch  whofe  Bufinefs  does  not  depend  upon  the  Fa- 
vour of  their  Fellow-Citizens,  and  confequently  have 
nothing  but  Honour  and  Confcience  to  prevent  their 
facrificing  the  Intereft  of  their  City  and  Country  to -the 
enriching  or  aggrandizing  themfelves  and  Families. 

*  To  give  Countenance  to  thofe  who  appeared  as 
Advocates  for,  or  Friends  to,  this  dangerous  Innovation, 
feveral  Arguments  were  then  made  ufe  of;  and  as  thofc 
Arguments  are  now  repeated  for  preventing  its  being 
repealed,  I  (hall  beg  Leave  to  confider  them,  and,  I 
hope,  I  (hall  be  able  to  give  a  fatisfa£lory  Anfwer  to 
each.     When  I  fay  a  fatisfadory  Anfwer,  Sir,  1  meaa 
fuch  a  one  as  will  be  fatisfa(Sl:ory  to  thofe  who  did  not 
then  appear  as  Supporters  of  this  Innovation  ;  for  as  tq 
fuch,  though  many  of  them  may  perhaps  alter  their 
Opinion,  yet  I  cannot  expe£l,  that  many  of  them  will 
be  fo  impartial  as  to  allow  themfelves  to  be  convinced, 
and  ftill  fewer  will  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  own  it.— The 
firft  Argument  made  ufe  of,  was  a  bold  AfTertion,  that 
the  giving  a  Negative  to  the  Aldermen  was  no  Innova- 
rtion,  becaufe  it  was  agreeable  to  the  antient  Conftit^- 
tion  of  the  Government  of  the  City,  and  was  the  an- 
tient Pra£tice.     For  this  no  Proof  was,  or  is  now  of- 
fered, either  from  the  Charters,  Records,  or  Hiftory 
of  the  City   of  London  ;   but  it  was  faid,  that  it  muft 
have  been  fo  originally,  becaufe  it  was  analogous  to  the 
Conftitutional  Government  of  the  Kingdem,    which 
confifts  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  every  one  of 
which  Branches  has  a  Negative  upon  the  other  two  ; 
from  whence  it  was  argued,  that  as  the  Government  of 
the  City  of  London  confifts  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder* 
men,  and   Common- Council-Men,    the  Aldermen  at 
Jeaft  ought  to  have  a  Negative.     Does  not  every  one 
fee,  that  by  this  Argument  the  Lord  Mayor  ought  to 
have  a  Negative  as  well  as  the  Aldermen?  Confequent- 
ly this  Argument  is  good  for  nothing,  or  it  goes  too 

far. 
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AanorS.  fsr,  farther  than  even  our  late  MInifler  durfl:  venture 
i".e  /m;  1744.  to  pu{h  it,  and  farther,  I  hope,  than  ever  any  Minifter 
'  *  will  venture  to  pu(h  it;  for  that  the  late  Minifter  vi'ould, 

if  he  durft,  have  pulhed  it  fo  far,  I  make  not  the  leaft 
Doubt,  becaufe  it  v\/ould  have  anfwered  his  Purpofe 
much  more  effectually. 

•  '  But,  Sir,  the  Gentlemen  who  made  ufe  of  this 
Argument  do  not,  or  will  not  recolle(5l,  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  City  of  London  was  eftablifhed  before 
our  national  Government  took  that  Form  in  which  it 
fubfifts  at  prefent,  that  is  to  fay,  before  our  Parliament 
,  was  divided  into  two  Houfes,  each  fitting  diftindt  by  it- 
felf,  and  each  having  a  Negative  upon  the  other.  When 
this  happened,  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine,  nor  fhall  I 
enter  into  the  Difcuflion  of  fo  dark  a  Piece  of  Hiftory  5 
but  it  is  very  certainj  that  the  antient  5't7;«'5?z  Parliament, 
or  Wittenagemote,  did  not  confifl:  of  two  diftin6t  HoufiES 
or  Affemblies  voting  feparately,  and  each  Affembly  hav- 
ing a  Negative  ;  and  it  is  as  certain,  that  the  Form  of 
Government  in  the  City  of  London  was  firft  eflablifhed 
in  the  Time  of  the  Saxons,  Therefore,  if  we  judge 
from  Analogy,  we  are  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Common- 
Council  of  the  City  of  London^  confifts  of  Members  who 
have  all  an  equal  Right  of  Voting  in  that  Affembly  5 
and  from  their  fitting  all  in  the  fame  Room  or  Houfe, 
and  voting,  as  has  been  hitherto  the  continual  Cuflom, 
without  any  Diftin^Siion  between  thofe  who  are  Alder- 
jnen,  and  thofe  who  are  Common -Council- Men,  we^ 
muft  be  confirmed  in  the  Suppofition,  that  this  was  the 
original  and  antient  Form  of  Goverment  in  the  City  of 
London^  and  that  it  was  never  in  this  Refpe6i:  altered  by 
Cuftom  or  Statute,  till  the  Law  was  made  which  is  now 
propofed  to  be  repealed. 

'  The  next  Argument  made  ufe  of.  Sir,  is  founded 
upon  the  common  Topick  of  a  numerous  Affembly's  be^ 
ing  alv/ays  fadious  and  feditious.  This,  Sir,  is  the  Ar- 
gument that  has  in  all  Ages,  and  upon  all  Occafions, 
been  made  ufe  of  by  the  Advocates  for  arbitrsry  Powers 
and  has  in  this  Country  been  made  ufe  of  too  often  with 
SuGcefs.  But  this  Argument  can  no  AVay  be  applied 
to  the  Common-Council  of  the  City  of  London  :  h  is 
not  fo  numerous  as  to  be  fubjedt  to  Fa6lion  or  Sedition  ; 
becaufe  the  Speakers  niay  be  plaiiily  heard,  and  tl^e 
.     .  Votes 


Votes  eafily  colIe£led  ;  by  which  Means  an  End  may  Anno  iS. 
be  eafily  put  to  every  Difpute  that  happens  among  them.  Geo.  li.  1744- 
But  the  whole  People  of  the  City  of  London  may,  it  ' 
feems,  run  into  a  Frenzy  or  Madnefs,  and  the  Com- 
mon-Council-Men are  fo  much  under  the  Influence  of 
their  Conftituents,  that  their  Proce'edings  muft  necefla- 
rily  be  direded  by  that  Frenzy  or  Madnefs.  I  ihall 
grant,  Sir,  that  the  Common-Council  Men  are  more 
under  the  Influence  of  the  Citizens  than  the  Aldermen ; 
but  if  this  Law  continues,  a  Majority  of  the  Aldermen 
will,  I  fear,  be  for  the  moft  Part  under  the  Influence 
of  our  Minifters  of  State;  and  I  am  much  more  afraid 
of  our  Minifters  of  State  falling  into  a  Fit  of  Frenzy  or 
Madnefs,  than  I  am  of  the  People  of  London's  falling 
intofuch  a  Fit.  Befides,  a  City  Fit  of  Madnefs,  if  any 
fuch  Thing  could  happen,  is  neither  fo  dangerous  to 
the  Country  in  general,  nor  fo  ungovernable,  as  a  mi- 
nifterial  Fit  of  Madnefs.  A  wife  and  fteady  Man  of 
Character  and  Merit  may  eafily  give  a  Turn  or  put  a 
Stop  to  any  popular  Frenzy,  as  a  great  Roman  Poet  has 
beautifully  tqld  us  ;  but  few  Minifters  are  ever  governed 
or  governable  by  fuch  Men  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  al- 
ways chufe  to  have  the  City  of  London  expofed  to  a  po- 
pular rather  than  a  minifterial  Frenzy.  By  a  minifte- 
rial  Frenzy  the  Nation  has  often  fuffered,  and  is  now 
fufFering  feverely  ;  but,  I  believe,  no  Man  can  (hew, 
that  ever  the  City  of  London  fuffered  by  any  mad  or 
frantic  Spirit  in  the  Common-Council ;  for  even  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  himfelf  allows,  that  their  Condu£l  has 
always  been  wife  and  fteady. 

^  This,  it  is  true,  he  attributes  to  the  Aldermen's 
having  a  Negative  Voice  in  all  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Common-Council  j  and  makes  it  an  Argument  for 
proving,  that  the  Aldermen  have  always  been  vefted 
with  this  Power ;  but  before  it  can  ferve  him  for  this 
Purpofe,  he  muft  fhew,  that  before  the  Year  1725,  the 
Aldermen  made  ufe  of  this  Power,  and  that  they  made 
ufe  of  it  to  prevent  fome  mad  or  imprudent  Refolution 
that  had  been  agreed  to  by  a  Majority  of  the  Common- 
Council -Men  ;  for  unlefs  he  can  do  this,  the  Wifdom 
and  Stead inefs  of  the  City  of  London's  ConduiSl  before 
the  Year  1725,  is  a  ftrong  Argument  in  Favour  of  the 
Comm?n>Councii-Men,  and  againft  their  being  conti- 
nued 
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Anfl'i  ^S.  nued  under  thofe  Fetters  put  upon  them  by  the  Law 
H'JI^^l  now  propofed  to  be  repealed  ;  and  as  to  the  Condu6l  of 
the  Aldermen  fince  they  had  this  Negative  given  them, 
whatever  the  Hon.  Gentleman  may  think  of  it,  1  am 
fure,  it  was  upon  feveral  Occafions  very  much  difliked 
by  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Citizens,  and,  I  believe,  by 
the  greateft  Part  of  the  Kingdom.  Their  Condu£t  to- 
wards a  worthy  Magiftrate  lately  deceafed,  whom  they 
twice  put  by  the  Chair,  when  according  to  the  Cuftom 
it  was  his  Turn  to  be  advanced  to  it,  and  their  admit- 
ting him  afterwards,  without  any  Reafon  they  durft 
own,  either  for  their  Refufal  or  Admiflion,  was  a  Proof, 
that  their  Conduct  was  not  very  fteady  5  and  as'  to  the 
Ufe  they  made  of  their  Negative,  i  join  in  Opinion 
with  moft  of  my  Fellow- Citizens,  that  it  was  never 
neceflary  for  them  to  make  ufe  of  it,  that  they  never 
did  make  a  right  Ufe  of  it,  and  that  upon  every  Occa- 
fion  their  Motives  for  making  ufe  of  it  were  fuch  as 
they  ought  to  have  been  alhamed  of :  I  mean  fuch  as 
proceeded  from  their  having  a  greater  Regard  for  the 
Good-will  of  our  then  Prime  Minifter,  than  for  the 
Good-will  of  their  Fellow-Citizens,  or  the  Intereft  of 
their  City  or  Country. 

•  It  is  therefore  high  Time,  Sir,  to  put  an  End  to 
this  Power  given  to  the  Aldermen  over  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Common-Council,  and  the  laft  Ufe  they  made 
of  it  is  a  Proof  of  the  dangerous  Confequence  of  leaving 
fuch  a  Power  in  their  Hands ;  for  by  Means  of  their 
Negative  they  then  put  a  Pofitive  upon  the  Common- 
Council,  by  telling  them,  that  they  fhould  not  give 
Thanks  to  their  Lord  Mayor,  though  juftly  due  to  him 
in  the  Opinion  of  every  Man  prefent,  unlefs  they  would 
agree  to  give  Thanks  in  fuch  Terms  as  the  Aldermen 
pJeafed  to  direcSl.  This  is  a  Precedent  for  carrying  this 
Negative  Power  much  farther  than  was  intended  by  the 
Legiflature,  whatever  might  be  the  Intention  of  the 
Minifter  who  got  that  Law  pafled  ;  and  as  nothing  is 
inore  improvable  than  a  bad  Precedent,  they  may,  by 
fome  new  Improvements,  be  able  to  afTume  to  them- 
felves  and  their  Patron,  the  Prime  Minifter  for  the 
Time  being,  the  abfoluie  Management  of  the  City  of 
l^ondon^  which  would  contribute  not  a  little  towards 
tbrovi^ing  into  his  Hands  the  abfolute  A4an<4gcnient  of 
I  th« 


[     "7     1 

the  whole  Kingdom,  as  muft  appear  evident  to  every     Anno  i8. 
one  who  confiders,  what  an  Influence  the  Citizens  of  f  ^**' ^'•/^'^''■; 
London  muft  always  have  in  Eledions  of  Members  of 
Parliament  through  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  how  dan- 
gerous it  would  be  for  any  Citizen  to  fall  out  with  the 
Court,  if  it  had  the  abfolute  Management  of  the  City. 

'  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  this  Negative  in  the  Alder- 
men has  not  raifed  Jealoufies  and  Animofities  in  the 
City,  is  to  argue  againd  the  moft  notorious  Fa6t^,  as  well 
as  againft  the  cleareft  Demonftration.  We  may  as 
well  fay,  that  to  tie  a  Man  Neck  and  Heels  can  raife 
in  his  Breaft  no  Animofity,  as  to  fay,  thac  to  fubjedl, 
by  an  exprefs  Law,  the  Refolutions  of  the  Citizens  of 
London^  to  the  Opinion  of  14  Aldermen,  can  raife  no 
Animofity  or  Heartburnings  amongfl:  them.  Sir,  if 
thefe  14  Aldermen  were  all  Men  of  the  greateft  as  well 
as  moft  unblemiftied  Chara6^er,  the  Citizens  could  nor 
take  it  well  to  be  tied  down  by  Law  to  their  Opinion. j 
but  furely,  they  muft  be  filled  with  the  higheft  Indig- 
nation, when  they  find  themfelves  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  Opinion  of  14  Men,  whofe  Wifdom  or  Integrity, 
they  think,  they  have  great  Reafon  to  fufpecl.  1  fhall 
admit,  Sir,  that  the  Aldermen  haye  generally  a  greater 
Stake  in  the  City,  and  are  bette/Judges  of  its  true  In- 
tereft  than  moft  of  the  Common  Council-Men  ;  and  I 
know,  that  before  they  had  this  Negative  Voice  given 
them,  their  Opinion  had  always  great  Weight  in  the 
Common -Council ;  but  fince  that  Time,  the  Credit  of 
moft  of  them  has  been  (o  much  impaired,  or  at  leaft 
was  fo  till  very  lately,  that  though  they  had  a  I\>wer 
to  compel,  they  had  no  Power  to  perfuade  ;  for  which 
a  very  natural  Reafon  may  be  given,  becaufe  thofe 
that  have  a  Power  to  compel,  will  never  be  at  the  Pains 
to  perfuade  ;  and  thofe  that  are  to  be  perfuaded,  always 
hear  with  Prejudice  the  Reafons  offered  by  thofe  that 
have  a  Power  to  compel. 

'  In  order,  therefore.  Sir,  to  reftore  the  Credit  of 
the  Aldermen  in  the  Common-Council,  this  compulfive 
Power  ought  to  be  abolifhed,  that  thofe  worthy  Gen- 
tlemen may  be  reftored  to  their  perfuafive  Power,  by 
which  alone  they  governed,  I  may  fay,  the  Common- 
Council  for  many  Ages,  and  always  kept  them  from 
running  into  any  feditious  or  licentious  Proceedingrs. 

to 
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AnnoiS.      To  cndeavour  to  prevent  Sedition  or  Licentlournefs  lii 
Geo.    .1744'   {j^q  Common-Gouncil,  by  veiling  or  continuing  a  Ne- 
gative  in  the  Aldermen,  is  fomething  like  endeavouring 
to  prevent  Mobs  and  Riots  among  the  People  by  a  nu- 
merous Standing  Army  and  a  fevere  Riot  A61.     By  the 
latter  you  may,  indeed,  prevent  iVIobs  and  Riots  among 
the  People  ;  but  if  this  Method  be  continued  for  any  long 
Time,  you  will  make  your  Minifters  Tyrants  and  your  ^ 
People  Slaves :  And  by  the  former  you  may,  it  is  true,  pre- 
ventSe-ditionandLicentioufnefsintheCommon-Councils 
but  if  continued  for  any  Time,  you  v^iil  make  the  Al- 
dermen corrupt  Dependants  upon  the  Minifter  for  the 
Time  being,  and  the  Common-Council,  or  rather  the 
City  of  London,  infignificanr,  with  regard   to  that  for 
which  it  has  been  always  famous,  and  by  which   it  has 
often  gained   great  Honour  :  I  mean  that  of  being  a 
Check  upon  the  Conduct  of  our  Adminiftration,  and 
ready  to  give  the  Alarm  to  the  People,  when  any  dark ' 
Defigns  were  formed  againft  their  Liberties,  or  fuch 
Meafures  purfued  as  were  de(lru6five  to  our  Commerce^ 
Manufa<51:ures,  or  Navigation.      And   if  the  City  of 
London  (hould  be,  by  the  corrupt  Negative  of  14  of  its 
Aldermen,  bound  up  in  fuch  Chains,  as  to  prevent  its 
petitioning  againft  fuch  Defigns  or  fuch  Meafures,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  City  or  Community  in 
the  Kingdom  durft,  or  could,  with  equal  Weight,  re- 
prefent  the  dangerous  Confequence  of  them,  either  to 
King  or  Parliament  ?  Would  not  the  Silence  of  the 
City  of  London  be  an  Example  for  all  the  other  Com- 
munities in  the  Kingdom  ?  And  would  not  that  general 
Silence  be  reprefented  by  our  Minifters,  as  an  Appro- 
bation of  their  Defigns,  however  dangerous,  of  their 
Meafures,  however  deftru£live  ? 

*  It  has  been  faid,  Sir,  that  the  Aldermen  would  not 
venture  to  put  a  Negative  upon  any  popular  Propofition 
made  in  the  Common-Council,  becaufe  they  all  live  in 
the  City,  and  would  run  the  Rifk  of  being  De-Witted 
by  an  inraged  Populace.  Alas!  Sir,  we  know  how  the 
Populace  of  this  Kingdom  h^ve  been  of  late  bridled  by 
Standing  Armies,  Riot  A6ts,  and  Minifterial  Slaves, 
called  Juftices  of  the  Peace.  If  a  Man  has  the  Prime 
Minifter  for  his  Protedlor,  he  has  but  little  to  fear  from 
an  inraged  Populace,     Befides,  there  are  many  of  the 

Alder- 
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Aldermen  that  do  not  live  in  the  City  ;  (o  that  when  they  Anno  tSj 
are  in  their  own  Houfes  at  the  Court  End  of  the  Town,  Geo.  ii,  i-,44^ 
and  in  the  Middle  of  the  Guards,  they  are  in  no  Dan- 
ger of  a  City  Mob;  and  when  they  come  into  the  City, 
they  are  there  themfelves  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  and 
would  certainly  read  the  Riot  A&.  to  any  Crowd  of 
People  that  fliould  but  feem  to  attack  them  ;  after  which 
the  Guards  would  be  fent  for,  and  the  Mob  difperfed, 
perhaps  many  of  them  killed,  before  the  Aldermen 
could  be  in  any  Danger.  This  could  therefore  have 
but  little  EfFe(5l  in  preventing  the  Aldermen  from  put- 
ling  a  Negative  upon  the  moft  popular  Propofition  ; 
and  fuppofe  their  Danger  much  greater  than  it  is,  there 
is  nothing  I  am  more  afraid  of  than  that  fome.Negative 
Alderman  fhould  be  maflacred  by  a  Mob  in  the  City. 
I  know  how  tempting  a  Penfion  or  a  Bribe  is  to  fome 
Men,  fo  tempting  that  they  will  run  any  Rifk  to  come 
at  it :  I  likewife  know  the  violent  Spirit  of  my  Country- 
men, fo  violent,  that  for  the  Pleafure  of  being  revenged, 
many  of  them  will  rufh  upon  certain  Death.  This  may 
fome  Time  or  other  occafion  a  Negative  Alderman  to 
he  De-fVitted  hy  a  fudden  Tumult ;  but  what  would 
be  the  Confequence  ?  It  would  furnifh  a  wicked  Mini- 
fter  with  a  Pretence  for  introducing  an  armed  Force  in- 
to the  Oity,  and,  perhaps,  for  making  it  forfeit  its  Char- 
ter. With  me,  therefore,  this  Danger  is  a  flrong  Argu- 
ment for  preventing  any  of  my  Brother  Aldermen  from 
being  led  into  fuch  a  Temptation,  and  for  preventing 
my  Fellow-Citizens  from  being  worked  up  to  fuch  a 
Rage. 

'  I  think,  I  have  now  anfwered  all  the  Arguments 
that  were  ever  brought  in  Favour  of  this  Negative  Voice 
in  the  Aldermen,  except  that  trifling  one  drawn  from 
the  Stile  of  the  A6ls,  Orders,  or  Refolutions  of  the 
Common -Council.  The  Aldermen,  it  is  faid,  muft 
have  a  Negative,  becaufe  the  Words  of  the  Ads,  Or- 
ders, or  Refolutions  of  the  Common-Council  are,  Be  it 
ina£fedy  or  It  is  refohed,  by  the  Right  Hon,  the  Lord 
Mayor ^  the  Right  TVorJhipful  the  Aldermen^  and  the  Com- 
mons,  in  Common-Council  ajftmbled.  1  his.  Sir,  is  io 
puerile,  it  hardly  deferves  an  Anfwer.  By  the  fame 
Way  of  Reafoning  the  Lord  Mayor  ought  to  have  a 
Negative  in  the  Common-Council;  and  the  Bifhops 
ought  to  have  a  Negative  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment 5 
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Anno  tS.  merit;  bccaufe  in  the  A(5bs  of  the  Common* Counc^l, 
Geo.  II.  1744,^  the  Lord  Mayor  is  as  particularly  named  as  the  Alder- 
men j  and  in  our  late  A£ls  of  Parliament,  it  is  always 
faid.  Be  it  ena£led  by  the  King^s  moft  excellent  Majejiy^ 
by  and.  with  the  Advice  and  Confent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  Temporal,  A  Cafe  may  happen  in  the  Commbn- 
Councilj  wherein  the  Lord  Mayor  declares  himfelf 
againft  what  is  agreed  to  by  the  Majority  of  the  Alder- 
men, as  well  as  the  Majority  of  the  Common-Council- 
Men  :  Would  it  not  be  ridiculous,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  to 
fay.  Be  it  enaSted  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor ^  as 
it  would  be  to  fay.  Be  it  enaSfed  by  the  Right  Hon,  the 
Lord  Mayor ^  and  the  Right  Worjhipful  the  Aldermen^  in 
a  Cafe  where  all  the  Aldermen  declare  againft  the  Re- 
folution  of  the  Majority  of  the  Common -Council  ?  In 
like  Manner,  a  Cafe  may  happen,  nay,  a  Cafe  did  lately 
happen,  in  the  other  Houfe,  where  all  the  Bifliops  de- 
clared againft  what  was  agreed  to  by  the  Majority;  and 
I  remember,  a  noble  Lord  wittily  propofed,  that  the 
Lords  Spiritual  fhould  be  left  out  of  the  Preamble  to  the 
Bill,  but  no  one  thought  he  was  ferious,  and  accord- 
ingly in  that  A£t,  as  in  all  others,  it  is  faid,  Be  it 
inahed  by  the  King*s  moji  excellent  Majejiy,  by  and  with 
the  Confent  of  the  Lards  Spiritual  and  femporal.  In  all 
Cafes  where  the  Majority  is  to  determine,  the  Deter- 
mination of  the  Majority  makes  it  the  A6t  of  the  whole 
Afl'embly,  and  confequently  of  every  Man  and  every 
Body  of  Men  who  are  Members  of  that  Aflembly  ; 
therefore  it  may  be  properly  faid.  Be  it  ena£ied^  even 
by  thofe  who  declared  themfelves  againft  it ;  becaufe 
when  we  fpeak  of  a  colle£tive  Body's  enading  or  re- 
folving  upon  any  Thing,  we  always  mean  the  Majority 
of  that  collective  Body  ;  otherwife  we  could  never  fay, 
that  any  Thing  is  ordered  or  refolved  on  by  a  collecSlive 
Body,  except  when  it  is  agreed  to  Nemine  Contradicente, 
'  I  fliall  conclude.  Sir,  with  returning  my  Thanks 
to  the  Hon.  Gentleman  for  the  good  Opinion  he  has  of 
the  Judgment  as  well  as  Integrity  of  our  City  Al- 
dermen. He  was  plcafed  to  tell  us,  that  he  fhould  not 
believe  any  Propolition  to  be  for  the  Advantage  or  Be- 
nefit of  the  City,  if  fourteen  Aldermen  declared  againft 
it.  I  Should,  perhaps,  be  of  his  Opinion,  if  there 
were  no  Place,  PenJion  or  minifterial  Bribe  in  the  Way  ; 
but  when  a  Salary  or  Penfiun  of  looo/.  a  Year,  or  a 
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valuable  Bank- Note  is  thrown  in  the  Way  olF  a  covet-  Anno  ig. 
ous  or  expenfive  Alderman,  if  it  does  not  warp  his  In-  Geo.  ii.  17^4. 
tegrity,  it  may  biafs  his  Judgment,  or  To  blind  his  Un-  ^»*«*'V*«*^ 
derftanding,  as  to  prevent  his  feeing  the  moft  evident 
Advantage  that  may  accrue  to  the  City  from  a  Propo- 
fition's  being  agreed  to,  which  our. Prime  Minifter,  for 
the  Time  being,  has  declared  himfelf  againft.  There- 
fore, if  the  Bill  now  before  us  be  rejected,  and  the  Al- 
dermen's Negative  continued,  I  hope,  this  Houfe  will 
be  fo  good  as  to  allow  the  City  a  Place-Bill,  and  as  ef- 
fe<Stual  a  Pcnfion-Bill  as  can  be  contrived,  for  incapa- 
citating every  Alderman  that  fhall  accept  of  Place, 
Penfion,  or  Bribe  from  the  Crovi'n,  and  for  chufing  a  new 
ane  in  his  Stead.  If  this  were  done,  Sir,  Ifhouldbemuch 
more  eafy  about  iheAldermen*s  Negativethan  I  am  at  pre^ 
fent ;  and  till  this  is  done,  I  (hall  be  for  abolifhing  theirNe-t 
gative,  and  refloringthe  City  to  its  antient  Conflitution.' 

The  next  Speaker  was  Sir  William  Tonge^  who  ex- 
prefFed  himfelf  as  follows : 

'  Sir,  ' 

*  Among  Foreigners  we  have  long  had  the  Chara£ler  Sir  Wm.Yonge. 
of  being  a  turbulent,  inconftant,  and  unfteady  People  ; 
and  if  the  Bill  now  before  us  (hould  be  paiTed  into  a 
Law,  it  will  not  only  be  a  Step  towards  confirming 
that  Chara<^er,  but  a  Step  towards  making  us  continue 
to  deferve  it.  I  know  that  our  Turbulence  and  Incon- 
ilancy  is  by  many  attributed  to  the  Nature  of  our  Cli- 
inate,  which,  is,  I. believe,  more  turbulent  and  variable 
than  the  Climate  of  any  Country  upon  the  Continent : 
This  may,  perhaps,  be  one  Caufe;  but,  in  my  Opinion, 
the  chief  Caufe  proceeds  from  the  Nature  of  our  Go- 
vernment ;  for  under  a  popular  Government,  the  Peo- 
ple will  always  be  turbulent,  inconftant,  and  unfteady, 
let  the  Climate  of  their  Country  be  what  it  will ;  and 
the  more  popular  the  Form  of  Government  is,  the 
jnore  turbulent  the  People  will  be,  the  more  incon- 
ilant  and  unfteady  their  public  Meafares.  When  the 
People  have  the  Government  in  their  Hands,  they  will 
be  always  flying  from  one  Extreme  to  the  other  ;  for  as 
there  is  no  perfedt  Happinefs  in  human  AfFairsa  nor  any 
Form  of  Government,  or  public  Regulation,  but  what 
is  attended  with  Inconvenicncies,  a  great  Majority  of 
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Anno  i8.  Mankind  think  only  of  the  Inconvcniencies  they  feel, 
Geo.  II,  1^44.  and  to  get  free  of  them,  they  fly  to  the  contrary  Ex- 
^*'*''V*"*^  treme,  though  to  every  confiderate  thinking  Man  it  be 
evident,  that  they  will  there  meet  many  more,  and 
more  infufFerable  Inconveniencies.  It  is  for  this  Rea- 
fon,  that  abfolute  Monarchies  are  more  fteady  in  their 
Purfuits,  and  more  fixed  in  their  public  Regulations, 
than  popular  Governments;  and  of  all  Sorts  of  Go- 
vernments, thofe  called  Ariftocracies  are  the  moft  fteady 
and  conftant,  efpecially  if  the  Number  of  their  Nobles 
be  but  fmall,  and  but  a  very  few  of  them  entrufted 
with  the  fupreme  Diredlion  of  public  Affairs  ;  for  if 
their  Nobility  be  very  numerous,  and  all  have  a  Share 
in  the  fupreme  Government  of  their  Country,  they  fall 
under  the  fame  Inconveniencies  to  which  a  popular 
Government  lies  expofed, 

'  Of  the  firft  Sort  of  Ariftocracies,  the  Government 
of  Venice  furnifhes  us  with  an  Example,  where,  indeed, 
their  Nobility  are  pretty  numerous,  confidering  the 
Extent  of  their  Territory  ;  but  then  the  fupreme  Go- 
vernment may  properly  befaidto  belodged  intheirCouncil 
of  Ten,  for  all  their  other  Councils  generally  follow  their 
,Dire6lion  ;  and  no  State  in  Europe  h^s  been  more  fteady 
and  conftant  in  all  their  public  Meafuresand  Regulations 
ih^iniheFeneiians  have  been,  ever  fince  their  prefentForm 
of  Government  was  cftabiiftied,  which  is  above  4ooYears 
ago.  The  Form  of  Government  in  Holland  likewife  is 
now  become  a  Sort  of  Ariftocracy  ;  for  in  moft  of  their 
Towns,  the  People  have  no  Share  in  ihe  Government, 
nor  have  they  any  popular  Ele61:ions,  the  whole  Go- 
"vernment  of  each  City  being  now  centered  in  a  certain 
Number  of  Families,  from  amongft  whom  the  Magi- 
ftrates  of  the  City  are  chofen,  as  alfo  their  Deputies 
or  Reprefentatives  in  the  States  of  the  Province,  and 
from  them  the  Members  of  the  States-General  are  cho- 
fen, who  have  the  fupreme  Direction  of  the  Affairs  of 
the  Republic.  This  is  therefore  an  Ariftocracy,  where 
none  but  the  chief  Families  have  any  Share  in  the  Go- 
vernm.ent,  and  where  but  few,  e?en  of  them,  are  in- 
^tmUQd  with  the  fupreme  Direction  of  public  Affairs  ; 
and  we  have,  by  late  Experience,  found  the  Govern- 
ment of  Holland  to  be  very  fteady  in  their  Refolutions  ; 
for  let  their  Refolutions  be  right  or  wrong,  which  I 
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liave  no  Occafion  at  prefent  to  inquire  into,  their  pur-     Anno  iS. 
fuing  them  with  SteadiRefs  is  fome  Sort  of  Virtue.  ^*^"*  "•  '7^4' 

*  On  the  other  Hand,  £ir,  we  have  in  Poland  an  ^"""'^ 
Example  of  that  Sort  of  Ariftocracies,  u'here  there  is 
too  great  a  Number  of  Nobility,  and  where  all  of  them 
have  a  Share  in  the  fupreme  Government  of  their 
Country.  In  that  Kingdom,  there  has  never  been  any 
Steadinefs  in  their  Councils,  Order  in  their  Aflemblies, 
or  Tranquillity  among  the  Pe(^ple.  They  are  continu- 
ally embroiled  with  Factions ;  and  have,  by  Turns, 
been  made  the  Dupes  of  all  the  intriguing  Courts  in 
Europe.  Yet,  neverthelefs,  they  are  ftill  fond  of  what 
they  call  their  antient  Confiitution,  and  exceflively 
proud  of  that  Privilege  they  call  their  VetOy  for  in  their 
Dvet,  or  Parliament,  all  their  Refolutions  m>ufl  be  una- 
.nimous,  every  Member  having  a  Negative  Voice,  or  a 
Power  by  his  Velo  to  prevent  the  Refolution's  becoming 
a  Refclution  of  the  Dyet,  and  this,  notwithPanding  the 
Number  of  iheir  Members  being,  Imay  fav,  almofl 
moft  infiiiite  ;  which  is  certainly  a  very  ridiculous  Con- 
fiitution, becaufe  it  preven-.s  its  being  polTible  for  them 
to  come  regularly  to  any  Refolution,  and,  indeed,  they 
very  feldom  or  never  do  ;  f  )r  the  only  Way  they  have 
of  coming  to  any  Refolution  is,  by  the  Majority's  draw- 
ing their  Sabres,  and  driving  thofe  that  are  againft  it  out 
of  the  Aflembly. 

'  In  fhort,  Sir,  in  all  Countries  where  their  Form 
of  Government  is  too  popular,  they  are  never  at  Peace 
within  themfelves,  nor  fteady  either  in  their  public 
Meafures  or  Regulations ;  and  this  is,  as  I  have  faid, 
the  chief  Caufe  of  our  having  always  been  deemed  fo 
turbulent,  inconftant,  and  unfteady.  The  Truth  is, 
there  has  been  but  too  m^uch  Ground  for  this  Imputation, 
and  if  this  Bill  fhould  pafs,  there  will  be  more  Ground 
for  it  than  ever.  The  very  repealing  of  a  Law  of  fuch 
Confequence  within  twenty  Years  after  it  was  firft 
enad^ed,  will  fhew  an  Inconftancy  in  our  Proceedings; 
and  as  the  Law  was  contrived  and  enabled  for  amend- 
ing what  was  thought  too  popular  in  the  Form  of  Go- 
;  vernment  of  our  capital  City,  the  Repeal  of  it  will  ex- 
vpofe  that  City  at  leaft,  again,  to  all  the  Inconveniencies 
of  a  too  popular  Form  of  Government.  What  the 
Confequences  of  this  may  be,  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  fore- 
i  z  telj 
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Anno  i».  tel ;  but,  I  think,  we  have  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
Geo.n.j744>  the  Common-Council  of  the  City  of  London  will  be-  * 
come  more  fcditious,  and  more  licentious  than  ever 
they  were  heretofore.  When  a  iVlan  has  been  for  any 
Time  confined,  it  is  very  natural  for  him  to  make  too 
much,  and,  too  free  an  Ufe  of  his  Liberty  after  he  has 
regained  it ;  and  AfTemblies  of  Men  are,  in  their  col- 
le^iive  Capacity,  fubje6t  to  the  very  fame  PaHions  and 
Prejudices  that  Men  are  in  their  disjun£l:ive  or  private 
Capacity.  Now,  as  the  Common-Council-Men  of  th« 
City  of  London  have  been  for  twenty  Years  confined, 
and  in  fome  of  their  Refolutions  reftrained  by  the  Ne- 
gative Voice  of  the  Aldermen,  it  is  very  natural  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  if  you  fet  them  again  at  Liberty,  they  will 
make  fo  free  an  Ufe  of  it,  as  may  be  very  much  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  City,  as  well  as  the  Nation  in  general  ^ 
and  this  is  the  more  to  be  apprehended,  becaufe  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe,  that  they  have  conceived  an  Averfion 
fo  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  by  which  they  have  been 
fo  long  kept  in  Confinement  ;  and,  confequently,  will 
not  be  fo  ready  to  give  Ear  to  their  falutary  Advice, 
as  they  were  before  the  making  of  the  A61,  which  is 
now  propofed  to  be  repealed. 

*  I  (hall  not  now,  Sir,  enter  into  the  Reafons  that  were 
made  ufe  of,  and  fuccefsfuUy  made  ufe  of,  in  Favour  of 
that  Aft  when  it  was  pafled  ;  becaufe,  I  think,  there  is 
not  the  leaft  Occafion  for  fo  doing:  The  Reafons  pre- 
vailed at  that  Time ;  and  no  A<St  ought  to  be  repealed 
without  Ihewing  very  good  Reafons  for  the  Repeal,' 
none  of  which  I  have  heard  as  yet  advanced  ;  for  as  to 
the  Reafons  made  Ufe  of  in  the  Petition,  they  were 
fully  anfwered  by  my  Hon.  Friend  who  fpoke  firft  in  the 
Debate;  and  as  to  the  Majority  of  the  Citizens  of  Lon- 
don being  againft  the  Aft,  that  is  to  fay,  againft  the  Al- 
dermen's having  a  Negative  in  the  Common  Council, 
this  is  rather  an  Argument  in  Favour  of,  than  againft, 
the  Aft,  unlefs  it  could  be  (hewn,  that  the  Aldermen 
have  made  a  bad  Ufe  of  that  Power,  by  obftrufting. 
any  Thing  that  was  for  the  Advantage  of  the  City,  or 
for  the  Benefit  of  their  Country ;  for  if  the  Citizens 
have  never,  in  twenty  Years  Experience,  fufFered  the 
leaft  Prejudice  by  the  Power  which  is  by  that  Aft 
lodged  in  the  Aldermen,  it  is  to  me  a  Proof,  that  their 
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DifTatlsfa^lion  with  that  A6t,  and  their  prefent  Petition     Anno  18. 
againft   it,    proceed  from   a   Spirit  of  Licentioufnefs,  ^«=<>' "• '744- 
which  ought   to  be  kept  under  fome  Curb  ;  and  the 
more  violent,  the  more  general  that  Spirit  appears  to 
be,  the  more  neceflary  it  is  for  us  to  keep  it  under  the 
Reftraint  of  the  Aldermen's  Negative. 

Novi^,  Sir,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  from  fome  of 
the  Advocates  for  this  Bill,  when,  or  upon  what  Occa- 
fion,  the  Aldermen,  by  Means  of  their  Negative,  ob- 
ftru6led  any  Thing  that  would  have  been  for  the  Ad- 
vantage of  the  City,  or  the  Benefit  of  the  Nation.  I 
am  fure  the  Inftance  that  has  been  mentioned  can  be 
no  Proof  of  this,  becaufe  it  would  have  been  ridicu- 
loufly  mean  in  the  Aldermen  to  have  agreed  to  that 
Motion  without  an  Amendment;  and  whether  the 
Motion  was  agreed  to  or  not,  was  of  no  Manner  of 
Signification,  either  to  the  City  or  the  Nation.  For 
explaining  and  proving  what  1  fay.  Sir,  I  muft  give  a 
fhort  Hiltory  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don about  that  Time.  The  late  Convention  between 
us  and  Spain  having  been  laid  before  this  Houfe  for  our 
Approbation,  an  Alderman  of  the  City  of  London,  and  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe,  was  one  of  thofe  that  voted  in 
its  Favour.  The  Michaelmas  following  it  was  this 
Gentleman's  Turn  to  be  advanced  to  the  Chair,  that 
is  to  fay,  chofen  Lord  Mayor :  I  fay  his  Turn  ;  for 
though  the  Citizens  are  free  to  chufe  any  two  they 
pleafe  for  that  Office,  v^ho  have  ferved  the  Office  of 
Sheriff,  and  the  Court  of  Aldermen  are  as  free  to 
chufe  either  of  thefe  two,  yet  by  a  Cuftom  that  had 
continued  without  Interruption  for  many  Ye^rs,  the 
Citizens  had  alvv^ays  chofen  the  two  fem'or  Aldermen 
below  the  Chair,  that  is  to  fay,  the  two  fenior  Alder- 
men who  had  never  ferved  the  Office  of  Lord  Mayor, 
and  thefe  two  they  prefented  to  the  Court  of  Aldermen, 
who  always  chofe  the  Senior  of  the  two.  As  this  Cuf- 
tom, I  fay,  had  continued  for  many  Years,  therefore  it 
came  to  be  a  common  Way  of  fpeaking,  that  it  was  the 
Turn  of  the  fenior  Alderman  below  the  Chair  to  be  cho- 
fen Lord  Mayor.  But  upon  this  Occafion,  a  Spirit 
was  induftrioufly  raifed  in  the  City  againft  this  Gentle- 
man's ElecSlion,  merely  on  Account  of  his  having  voted 
•  in  Favour  of  the  Convention  ;  and  though  he  was  no 
I  3  Member 
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Anno  iS.      Member  for   the  City,  but  for  a  Country   Borough, 
Geo.  II.  174^^  yet  this  Spirit  run  fo  high,  that  the  Citizens  departed 
'  from  their  eftablifhed  Cuftom,  and  pafling  by  this  Gen- 
tleman, returned  his  two  next  Juniors  to  the  Court  of 
Aldermen,  who  chofe  the  Senior  of  the  two. 

'  Thisy  it  feems,  Sir,  they  did  not  think  a  fufEcient 
Teftimony  of  their  Refeniment ;  for  the  next  followiHg 
Year,  they  put  a   new  Indignity  upon  him,  by  paffing 
by  him,  and  chuflng  the  two  next  Juniors  to  him,   the 
Eldefl:  of  whom  had  been  very  inftrumental   in  raifmg 
this  Spirit  againft  him  ;  and  as  the  Majority  of  the  Al- 
dermen lightly   thought,  that  the  Citizens  of  London 
bad  no  Bufmefs  to  take  Notice  of  this  Gentleman's  Be- 
haviour in  Parliament,  efpecially  as  he  was  not  one  of 
their  own  Members,  and  that  therefore  this  Spirit  was 
unjuftly  raifed,  they  likewife  made  ufe  of  this  Opportu- 
nity to   depart   from  the  old  Cuftom,  and  exert  their 
Power,  by  chufing  the  Junior  of  the  two  Aldermen 
chofen  and  returned  to  them  by  the  Citizens,  becaufe, 
1  fuppofe,  the  Senior  of  the  two  v/as,  as  I  have  faid,  one 
of  the  Perfons  chiefly  concerned  in  getting  the  Indignity 
put  by  the  Citizens  upon  the  Gentleman  who  had  voted 
for  the  Convention.     I  need  not  mention  particularly 
every  Step  of  the  future  Pre  ceedings  of  the  Citizens  and 
Aldermen  in  relation   to  this  Affair  :  I  (hall  only  take 
Notice,  that  by  Means  of  this  Difpute,  a  Gentleman 
came  at  laft  to  be  chofen  Lord  Mayor,  who  had  before 
ferved  that  Office  ;  and  he  having  acquainted  the  Court, 
that  he  was  ready  to  take  that  Office  upon  him  a  fecond 
Time,  in  order  to  put  an  End  to  the  Heats  and  Divi- 
fions  in  the  City,  a  Motion  was  made.  To  give  him  the 
Thanks  of  the  Court  for  accepting  a  fecond  Time  the  Office, 
of  the  Mayoralty  ;  and  thereby  in  fome  Meafure  refioring 
the   Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  the  Ciiy^  which  had  been 
greatly  difiurhed  by  a  late  extraordinary  and  unufual Pro- 
c  ceding. 

'  As  the  latter  Part  of  this  Motion,  Sir,  v/as  evi- 
dently defigned  by  Way  of  Reflexion  upon  the  Alder- 
men, a  Motion  was  made  for  leaving  it  out,  and  the 
Aldermen  very  honeftly,  and  moft  reafonably  told  the 
Common-Council-Men,  that  unlefs  this  Amendment 
was  agreed   to,  they  would  put  their  Negative  upon 

the 
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the  whole  Motion,  which  was  the  only  Way  they  could 
take  to  prevent  their  being  made  Accomplices  in  throw-  ^^^ 
ing  an  unjuft  Refiedion  upon  themfelves.  I  fay,  Sir, 
an  unjuft  Reflection  ;  for  there  was  nothing  more  ex- 
traordinary or  unufual  in  the  Aldermen's  chufmg  the 
Junior,  and  paffing  by  the  Senior  of  the  two  Aldermen 
returned  to  them,  than  there  was  in  the  Citizens  paf- 
fing by  the  Senior  of  the  Aldermen  below  the  Chair, 
and  returning  his  two  Juniors  to  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men. Both  were  a  Departure  from  that  Cuftom  which, 
for  the  Sake  of  preferving  the  Peace  of  the  City,  had 
been  long  obferved,  and  both  the  Aldermen  and 
Citizens  had  an  equal  Right  to  exert  the  Power 
lodged  in  them,  but  both  had  not  an  equal  Rea- 
fon  ',  for,  in  my  Opinion,  the  Citizens  had  no  Reafon 
for  departing  from  the  antient  Cuftom,  and  thereby 
putting  an  Indignity  upon  the  fenior  Alderman  below 
the  Chair.  It  was,  I  think,  a  very  high  Prefumption 
in  them  to  take  Notice  of,  and  much  more  to  refent 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  a  Gentleman's  Way  of  voting  in 
this  Aflembly,  where  every  Man  ought  to  be  free  to 
give  his  Vote  whatever  Way  his  Confcience  may  di- 
re6t ;  and  whoever  was  inftrumental  in  prevailing  with 
them  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  Piece  of  Prefumption,  could 
be  no  Friend,  to  our  Conftitution,  nor  to  the  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  the  City  of  London  j  therefore,  if  the  Gentle- 
man fet  afide  by  the  Court  of  Aldermen,  was  one  of 
the  chief  Inftruments  in  this  Afrair,  as  I  have  faid,  and 
as  I  have  always  heard  he  was,  the  Court  of  Aldermen 
had  a  moft  fubftantial  Reafon,  and  deferved  the  Thanks 
of  the  Citizens,  for  making  him  fenfible  of  his  Error, 
by  fetting  him  afide,  when  by  the  partial  Return  of  the 
Citizens,  and  the  ufuai  Cuftom  of  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men, it  came  to  his  Turn  to  be  advanced  to  the  Honour 
of  the  Mayoralty. 

'  The  Condu£t  of  the  Aldermen  upon  this  Occafiori 
is  therefore  fo  far  from  being  an  Argument  for  the  Re- 
peal of  that  Law  by  which  their  Negative  was  eftablifhed, 
that  it  is  an  Argument  for  the  Continuance  of  it ;  and 
as  1  was  fully  convinced  of  the  Utility  and  even  Ne- 
cefiity  of  fuch  Regulation  when  the  Law  was  enabled, 
and  have  heard  no  one  Reafon  offered  for  its  Repeal, 

I  4  but 


[     128     ] 

Anno  1^.      but  what   has  been  fufEciently  anfwered  by  the  Hon. 
Geo.  II.  1744*   Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  againfl-  ccyjimitting  the  Bill 
U   -v-  -^  now  before  us,    I  fhall,    without  the  leaft  Hefitation, 
give  my  Negative  to  the  Motion.* 

To  the  foregoiiig  it  was  replied  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Heathcote  to  the  following  Effect : 
'  Sir, 
Mr.  Alderman  '  Whatever  Chara6^er  we  may  have,  or  whatever 
Heathcote.  CharatSler  we  may  deferve  among  Foreigners,  I  hope  wc 
(hall  always  take  Care  to  preferve  the  Character  of  be- 
ing a  brave  and  a  free  People.  Foreign  Slaves  may 
think  as  highly  as  they  pleafe,  Sir,  of  the  Steadinefs  of 
their  public  Counfels  ;  but  among  fuch,  I  hope,  wc 
Ihall  always  be  deemed  a  turbulent  and  unfteady  Peo- 
ple. This  CharatSler  muft  always  neceflarily  attend  ^ 
free  Government;  becaufe  in  all  fuch  Governments 
there  have  been,  there  will  always  be,  fome  Minifter, 
or  fome  Set  ofMinifters,  forming  Schemes  for  over-  . 
turning  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and  eftablifhing  / 
themfelves  in  arbitrary  Power.  Such  Men  are  generally 
at  firft  the  Idols  of  the  People,  and  before  their  latent 
Defigns  come  to  be  difcovered,  they  generally  prevail 
with  the  People  to  enter  into  fuch  Meafures,  or  to  make 
fuch  Regulations,  as  may  contribute  to  the  Succefs  of 
their  Defigns.  But  if  the  People  are  wife  enough,  and 
fufficiently  jealous  of  their  Liberties,  as  the  People  of 
this  Country,  thank  God  !  have  always  hitherto  been, 
they  never  fail  to  difcoVer  thefe  Defigns  before  they 
are  ripe  for  Execution.  As  foon  as  they  have  made  this 
Difcovery,  they  begin  to  fee  the  evil  Tendency  of  the  \, 
Meafures  or  Regulations  they  have  been  led  into,  and 
of  courfe  they  mnft  alter  the  former  and  repeal  the  lat- 
ter. This  therefore,  which  foreign  Slaves,  as  moft  of 
the  People  around  us  are,  impute  to  a  Turbulency  or 
Unfteadinefs  in  our  Temper,  is  nothing  but  the  natu- 
ral EfFedl  of  the  Freedom  of  our  Government ;  and 
whilft  the  Caufe  lafts,  which,  I  hope,  it  will  always 
do,  the  EfFe(St  muft  continue  the  fame. 

'  The  Law,  which  is  now  propofed  to  be  repealed, 
is  one  of  thofe  Regulations  we  were  induced  to  agree 
to  by  fuch  a  Minifter  as  I  have  defcribed  :  He  was  once. 
Sir,   the  Patron  of  Liberty,  and  confcquently  the  Idol 

of 
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of  the  People;  but   his  future  Condu£l  fliewed,  that     Anno  iS. 

his  Friendfhip  to  Liberty  was  pretended,  with  the  only  ^^°'  "•  '^^^ 

View,  that  as  foon  as  it  fuited  his  Purpofe  he  might  fe- 

cretly  ftab  her  to  the  Heart.     Corruption,  Sir,  was  the 

poifoned  Dagger  he  intended  to  make  ufe  of,  and  with 

this  Weapon  he  gave  her  a  Stab,  as  was  clearly  pointed 

out  to  you  by  the  Report  of  your  Secret  Committee  ; 

but,  I  hope,  the  Stab  will   not  prove  mortal ;  I  hope, 

we  -fhall  be  able  to  extract  the  Poifon,  and  heal  up  the 

Wound,  before  it  corrupts  the  whole  Mafs  of  our  Con- 

ftitution. 

*  This  Regulation,  Sir,  which  we  fhall  now,  I  hope, 
abolifli,  was  the  Vehicle  contrived  by  him  to  coiwey  his 
Poifon  to  the  City  of  London,  He  knew  of  what  Con- 
fequence  it  might  be  to  him,  to  get  the  Government  of 
ihat  City  into  his  Hands,  or  at  leaft  to  prevent  her  op- 
pofing  any  of  his  future  Schemes  ;  and  for  this  Purpofe 
he  contrived  to  throw  as  much  Power  into  the  Hands  of 
the  Aldermen  as  poffible,  becaufe,  by  working  on  their 
Avarice  or  their  Vanity,  he  thought  he  might  prevail 
with  a  Majority  of  them,  to  make  ufe  of  their  Power 
upon  all  Occafions  for  his  Service.  This,  Sir,  was  his 
fecret  Defign  in  getting  fuch  a  Regulation  agreed  to  by 
Parliament,  this  was  the  Ufe  he  made  of  it,  and  this 
is  the  Ufe  any  future  Minifter  may  make  of  it :  Upon 
the  Queftion  then,  whether  fuch  a  Regulation  ought 
to  be  abolifhed,  I  fay,  upon  fuch  a  Queftion,  fhall  we 
enter  into  the  Inquiry,  whether  the  Aldermen  have 
made  a  bad  Ufe  of  the  Power,  by  this  Means,  and  with 
this  Defign,  thrown  into  their  Hands  ?  Is  it  not  enough 
for  us,  that  fuch  a  Regulation  may  be  made  a  bad  Ufe 
of;  that  it  certainly  will  be  made  a  bad  \J{q  of  by  the 
firfl  wicked  Minifler  this  Nation  happens  to  be  curfed 
with,  which,  God  knows !  is  a  Plague  we  cannot  long 
expert  to  be  without  ;  and  that  by  making  a  bad  Ufe  of 
Jt,  he  may  be  enabled  to  overturn  our  Liberties  ?  Is 
not  all  this  fufficient  to  prevail  with  a  Britijh  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  abolifh  fuch  a  Regulation,  without  in- 
quiring, whether  or  no  it  has  already  been  made  a  bad 
tJfe  of?  Certainly  it  is,  Sir:  Certainly  it  muft  be 
thought  (o  ;  if  we  have  the  fame  Regard  for  our  Liber- 
ties that  our  Anceflors  were  pofleffed  with,   and   l^ 

which 
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Anno  18.      which  they  tranfmitted  to  us  the  glorious  Title  of  being 
Geo.  II.  1744.   Free'born  Englijhmen, 

'  But,  Sir,  if  fuch  an  Inquiry  were  necefTary,  it 
would  be  no  difficult  Matter  to  (hew,  that  the  Alder- 
men have  made  a  bad  Ufe  of  the  Power  lodged  in  their 
Hands  by  this  Regulation,  and  that  every  Time  they  did 
make  ufe  of  this  Power,  it  was  at  the  Command  of  the 
Miniiler,  and  with  a  View  to  anfwer  the  Purpofe  for 
which  he  got  this  Power  lodged  in  their  Hands.  I 
think  it  quite  unnecefTary  to  give  you  a  full  and  parti- 
cular Hiftory  of  the  Ufe  they  made  of  this  Power,  or 
to  examine  what  were  their  Motives  at  each  particular 
Time  ;  but  one  of  thofe  Times  is  fo  remarkable,  that 
I  cannot  pafs  it  over  in  Silence.  The  Convention  with 
Spain  muft  be  remembered  by  every  Gentleman  that 
hears  me,  and,  I  hope,  is  now  thought  to  be,  by  a  Ma-^ 
jorlty  of  this  Affembly,  what  it  really  v/as,  a  moft  in- 
famous and  pernicious  Treaty.  By  th^t  Treaty  our 
then  Minifter  not  only  facrificed  the  Honour,  but  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  his  Country.  Such  a  Treaty 
the  City  of  London  had  furely  a  Concern  to  oppofe,  and 
to  prevent  its  being  ratified  by  his  Majefly  if  poflible. 
For  this  Purpofe,  a  great  Majority  of  the  Common- 
Council  refolved  to  petition  his  Majefty  againft  it;  but 
as  this  was  properly  a  Petition  againft  the  Minifter  who 
advifed  it,  he  fent  his  Orders  to  the  Aldermen,  and  by  their 
Negative  they  rendered  the  Refolution  of  the  Common- 
Council  ineffedlual.  Was  not  this.  Sir,  making  a  bad 
Ufe  of  their  Power  ?  Was  it  not  making  fuch  an  Ufe 
of  it  as  might  have  been  of  the  moft  pernicious  Confe- 
quence  to  our  Trade  and  Navigation,  and  confequently 
to  the  Intereft  of  the  City  of  London  in  particular  ?  Bc- 
fides  this.  Sir,  it  was  a  Precedent  of  a  moft  dangerous 
Tendency.  Every  Subjedt,  and  every  corporate  Body 
in  the  Kingdom,  have  a  Right  to  petition  their  Sove- 
reign :  The  Exercife  of  this  Right  may  be  of  great  Ser- 
vice to  the  King,  when  he  happens  to  be  mifled  by  his 
Minifters  ;  and,  when  exercifed  by  the  City  of  London^ 
mufl  always  have  a  very  great  Weight,  and  may  very 
probably  make  the  King  fenfible  of  the  bad  Advice  that 
has  been  given  him;  but  can  this  Right  ever  be  ex-, 
ercifed  by  the  Citizens  of  London  in  their  corporate  Ca- 
pacity, if  they  are  to  be  reftrained  by  14  Aldermen  un- 
der 
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der  a  corrupt   Dependance  upon  the  very  Minifter,     Anno  i8. 
who  gave  the  bad  Advice  to  his  Sovereign?  Geo. II.  1744. 

'  This,  I  think.  Sir,  is  a  glaring  Inftance  of  the  Al- 
dermen's having  made  a  bad  Ufe  of  their  Negative  ; 
and  had  the  Minifter*s  Slaves  among  them  fucceeded 
in  all  they  attempted  at  that  Time,  they  would  have 
furnifhed  us  with  another  Inftance  ftill  more  glaring  ♦, 
for  they  attempted  to  put  a  Negative  upon  the  City's 
petitioning  the  Parliament  againft  that  Convention  ; 
but  fome  of  the  Aldermen,  I  mean  thofe  Vv^ho  were 
fufpeded  of  being  bought  by  the  Minifter,  were  not 
then  fufficiently  broke,  or  perhaps  not  fufficiently  paid, 
and  therefore  they  refufed  to  concur  with  their  mini- 
fterial  Brethren  in  this  Negative.  However,  the  At- 
tempt fliews  what  may  be  done  by  this  Negative,  when 
a  Minifter  has  got  fourteen  of  the  Aldermen  fuffici- 
ently under  Difcipline.  Let  the  Meafures  of  fuch  a 
Minifter  be  never  fo  contrary  to  the  public  Good,  let 
his  Defigns  againft  our  Liberties,  or  even  againft  the 
City  of  London  itfelf,  be  never  fo  apparent,  neither 
King  nor  Parliament  could  expeft  any  Petition  or  Ad- 
drefs  againft  his  Meafures  or  Defigns;  and  the  Silence 
of  the  City  of  London  would  be  a  Precedent  for  all  the 
Cities  and  Corporations  of  the  Kingdom. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  the  Behaviour  of  the  Aldermen  upon 
this  Occafion,  is  not  only  a  Ptoof  of  their  having  made 
a  bad  Ufe  of  the  Power  lodged  in  their  Hands,  but 
alfo  it  muft  convince  us,  that  this  Power  may  be  of 
the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  in  Time  to  come  ; 
and  their  Behaviour  upon  another  Occafion,  that  has 
been  mentioned,  muft  (hew,  that  as  long  as  they  are 
vefted  with  this  Negative,  they  will  court  the  Favour 
of  the  Minifter, .  and  contemn  the  Refentment  of  their 
Fellow-Citizens.  V/hat  I  mean.  Sir,  is  their  break- 
ing through  the  eftablifhed  Cuftom  of  the  City,  and 
without  any  Reafon  fetting  afide  a  Gentleman  who, 
according  to  that  Cuftom,  ought  to  have  been  prefer- 
red to  the  Honour  of  being  Lord  Mayor.  The  Beha- 
viour of  the  Citizens  upon  a  former  Occafion  was  no 
Precedent  fur  the  Behaviour  of  the  Aldermen  upon  this. 
The  Citizens  had  fet  a  Gentleman  afide  for  a  very 
good  Reafon,  for  a  Reafon  that  was  known  and  avow- 
ed, and  fgr  a  Reafon  that  muft  be  approved  of  by  every 

Man 
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Anno  i?,  ^^j^  ^jj^  ^^gg  ^q^  approve  of  our  late  ConventiQii 
1  "^^ '^"^^^'t  with  S/x?/;?.  Was  this  a  Reafon  for  the  Aldermen's 
fetting  afide  a  Gentleman  without  any  Reafon  ?  I  fay. 
Sir,  without  any  Reafon  known  and  avowed  ;  for  that 
they  had  a  Reafon  I  ftiall  not  deny,  and  that  Reafon 
was  fufpefted,  though  it  was  fuch  a  one  as  they  dutfl: 
not  avow.  The  Reafon  I  mean  is,  becaufe  they  had 
private  Orders  from  their  Patron,  the  Minifter,  to  fet 
that  Gentleman  afide. 

«  Having  taken  Notice,  Sir,  of  the  Reafon  the  Al- 
dermen were  fuppofed  to  have  for  letting  this  Gentle* 
man  afide,  I  muft  give  you  the  Reafon,  which  the 
Citizens  had  for  fetting  another  Gentleman  aftde  upon 
SI  former  Occafion  ;  and  this  I  jnuft  do,  becaufe  it  has 
been  faid,  that  it  was  a  high  Prefumption  in  the  Citi- 
zens of  London  to  take  Notice  of  a  Gentleman's  Way 
of  Voting  in  this  Aflembly.  Sir,  it  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  high  Prefumption,  that  it  was  their  Right  and 
their  Duty  to  do  fo.  Every  Man  in  the  Kingdom  that 
has  a  Vote  at  any  Election,  has  a  Right  to  take  Notice 
of  every  Gentleman's  Behaviour  in  Parliament :  He 
has  not  only  a  Right,  but  he  is  in  Duty  bound  to  tak-e 
Notice  of  it,  that  if  ever  any  fuch  Gentleman  ihould, 
upon  any  Occafion,  apply  to  him  for  his  Vote,  he  may 
grant  or  refufe  his  Requeft  according  to  his  Behaviour 
in  Parliament.  To  fay,  that  this  is  an  Incroachment 
upon  the  Freedom  of  Parliament,  is,  in  my  Opinion, 
ridiculous  :  We  may  as  well  fay,  that  the  Efteem  or 
Reproach  a  Gentleman  gains  by  his  Behaviour  here,  is 
an  Incroachment  upon  his  Freedom  of  Voting ;  or  we 
may  as  well  fay,  that  the  Danger  of  a  Gentleman's  not 
being  rechofen,  in  cafe  he  (hould,  by  his  Behaviour, 
difoblige  his  Conftituents,  is  a  Reftraint  upon  the 
Freedom  of  his  Voting,  and  that  therefore  every  Mem- 
ber ought  to  be  chofen  for  Life ;  which  is  a  Do<Strine 
that  Minifters  may  perhaps  approve  of,  but,  I  am  fure, 
it  will  never  be  inculcated  by  any  Man  who  has  a  Re- 
gard for  Liberty. 

'  It  was  therefore  no  Prefumption,  Sir,  but  a  Duty 
in  the  Citizens  of  London,  to  take  Notice  of  the  Beha- 
viour of  a  Gentleman  in  Parliament,  who  applied  to 
them  for  the  Honour  of  being  raifed  to  the  chief  Ma- 
giftracy  of  their  City.  His  being  their  Reprefentative, 
5  ^' 
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or  the  Reprefentative  of  another  Place,  made  no  Dif-      Afvno  i?. 
ference :    Every  Gentleman,  after  he  is  chofen,  be- Geo.  ii.  1744. 
comes  the  Reprefentative  of  the  People  of  England  \ 
and  if  in  that  Poft,  either  through  Weaknefs  or  Cor- 
ruption,  he  betrays  or  facrifices  the  Interefts   of  the 
People,  furely  no  Part  of  the  People  ought  again  to 
chufe  him  into  that  or  any  other  Office  of  Honour  or 
Trufl-,  which  they  have  at  their  Difpofal.     This  was 
the  Cafe  of  the  Gentleman  fet  afide  by  the  Citizens  of 
London :    In  Parliament  he  had  voted  for  approving  the 
Convention  with  Spain,  which,  by  a  great  Majority  of 
them,  was  thought  to  be  derogatory  to  the   Honour, 
jind  deftru6tive  of  the  Trade  and   Navigation  of  their 
Country.     If  he  did  this  through   Weaknefs,  he  was 
unfit  for  being  the  chief   Magiftrate  of  fuch  a  great. 
City  ;   if  through  Corruption,    furely   they   had   good 
Reafon  not  to  put  fuch  a  great  Truft  into  fuch  unclean 
Hands. 

«  Befides  this.  Sir,  the  Citizens  of  London  had  ano- 
ther Reafon  for  fetting   him  afide.     I  hope  it  will  be 
allowed  that  the  Citizens  of  London  have  a  Concern  in 
the  Choice  that  is  made  of  Members  of  Parliament  for 
every  Place  in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  for  their  own 
City.     It  is  their  Intereft,  becaufe  it  is  the  public  In- 
tereft,  to  have  fuch  Men  chofen   for  every   County, 
City,  and  Borough  in  the  Kingdom,  as  have  Ability 
enough  to  diftinguifti,  and  Honour  enough  to  adhere  to 
the  true  Intereft  of  their  Country.     This  Gentleman 
had,  by  his  Behaviour  in  the  preceding  Seffion,  con- 
vinced them,  that  he  was  defe6live  either  in  his  Ability 
or  Honefty  ;  therefore  it  was  their  Intereft  not  to  have 
him  chofen  again,  eitheY  for  the  Place  he  then  repre- 
fented,  or  for  any  other.    Was  their  chufing  him  their 
X^ord  Mayor  a  Way  to  prevent  this  ?    Would  it  not 
have  convinced  the  Httle  Borough  he  then  reprefented, 
that  the  Citizens  of  London  approved  of  his  Condu6t 
.in  Parliament  ?    And  would  not  this  have  gone  a  great- 
Way  towards  inducing  them   to  chufe  him  a  fecond 
Time  ?    Therefore  the  Citizens  of  London  were  oblig- 
ed to  refufe  chufing  him  their  Lord  Mayor,  in  order 
to  prevent  his  being  chofen  a  Member  of  the  then  en- 
fuing  new  Parliament. 

*  Thus 
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*  Thus  it  appears,  Sir,  fhat  the  Citizens  of  Londen 
had  a  very  fufficientReafonfor  breaking  through  the  efta- 
biifhed  Cuftom,  in  not  chufing  this  Gentleman  as  one 
of  the  two  they  were  to  return  to  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men \  and  the  Rcafon  they  had  they  publickly  avowed, 
long  before  the  Eledion  ;  fo  that  the  Gentleman  had 
an  Opportunity  to  juftify  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  been 
guilty  of  what  was  laid  to  his  Charge;  and  he  did  en- 
deavour to  juftify  himfelf  fo  far  as  related  to  Corrup- 
tion, but  he  never  denied  his  voting  for  the  Convention, 
and  confequently  could  net  excufe  or  free  himfelf  from 
the  Imputation  of  Weaknefs,  which  was  the  chief 
Foundation  of  the  Refolution  to  fet  him  afide. 

'  Bat,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Gentleman  fet  afide  by 
the  Aldermen,  there  was  not  the  leaft  Objedion  to  his 
Conduct,  unlefs  it  was  that  of  his  appearing  ftrenuoufly 
againit  the  Convention,  and  being  nearly  related  to  a 
worthy  City  Magiftrate,  who  has  for  feveral  Years, 
with  great  Strength  of  Reafon,  oppofed  and  expofedthe 
late  Minifter's  Meafures  in  this  Houfe.  His  appearing 
againft  the  Convention,  and  confequently  againft  the 
City's  conferring  any  Honour  upon  a  Gentleman,  who 
had  done  what  he  could  to  get  it  eftabliihed,  was  a 
Duty  he  owed  to  his  Country,  and  particularly  to  the 
City  oi  London^  if  he  thought  it  an  infamous  and  perr 
nicious  Treaty,  which  was  the  Opinion  he  declared  he 
had  of  it,  as  foon  as  it  made  its  Appearance  in  Public. 
In  this  Refpec?!:,  therefore,  he  could  not  be  {o  much  as 
fufpe6led  of  any  Thing  that  w^as  criminal  in  his  Be- 
haviour. If  he  judged  amifs  of  that  Treaty,  he  might 
be  accufcd  of  Weaknefs;  but  furely  this  Accufation 
could  not  be  brought  againft  him  by  any  of  thofe  who, 
both  in  their  private  Converfation,  and  by  their  public 
Conduct,  had  declared  themfelves  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion, which. was  the  Cafe  of  feveral  of  thofe  Aldeimen 
who  voted  fur  fetting  him  afide  :  They  had  often,  and 
before  many  Witneftes,  declared  their  having  a  very 
bad  Opinion  of  that  Treaty,  and  they  had  joined  with 
their  Brethren  in  voting  and  prefenting  a  Petition  to 
parliament  againft  it.  l^heiefore  the  Conduit  of  thefe 
Men,  at  leaft  in  fetting  that  Gentleman  afide,  and 
thereby  breaking  through  a  Cuftom  eftablifhed  for  pre- 
ferving  ths  Peace  of  the  City,  muft  be  allowed  to  have 
been  without  any  Rrafun  they  could  avow,  and  confe- 
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quently  muft  be  allowed  to  have  been  moft  extraordinary     Anno  iS. 
and  unufual.  If  it  was  fo,  their  joining  with  the  other  Al-  ^^•^-  ^^-  '74l« 
dermen  in  theAmendment  that  has  been  mentioned,  was  ^^— — ^\r— ^— 
a  perfifting  in  theirError,  and  adding  a  new  Crime  to 
their  former,  in  both  which  they  could,  in  my  Opinion, 
have  no  other  Motive  but  that  of  currying  Favour  with 
the  Minifter. 

«  I  have  faid.  Sir,  that  while  the  Aldermen  are  veft- 
ed  with  this  Negative,  they  will  court  the  Favour  of 
the  Minifter,  and  contemn  the  Refentment  of  their 
Fellow- Citizens  ;  and  their  Behaviour  upon  both  thefe 
Occafions  is  a  Proof  of  what  I  fay.  There  was  not  in 
the  City  of  London  a  more  popular  Man  than  the  Gen- 
tleman they  fet  afide  :  This  they  knew,  and  they  knew 
that  their  fetting  him  afide  would  provoke  the'Refent- 
ment  of  their  Fellow-Citizens  againft  them ;  but  as 
long  as  they  thought  themfelves  fure  of  the  Prote6tion 
of  the  Minifter,  and  that  his  Prote£lion  would  be  fufn- 
cient,  they  defpifed  the  Refentment  of  their  Fellow- 
Citizens  (o  much,  that  they  fet  the  fame  Gentleman 
afide  a  fecond  and  third  Time,  though  returned  to 
them  each  Time  by  the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  Citi- 
zens ;  and  they  would  probably  have  fhewn  the  fame 
Contempt  of  the  Refentment  of  their  Fellow- Citizens 
a  fourth  Time,  had  they  had  the  fame  Opinion  of  the 
Prote6lion  they  depended  on,  or  the  Favour  they 
courted  ;  but  before  the  next  Opportunity,  which  was 
on  Michaelmas- Day  1 741,  a  new  Parliament  had  been 
-returned,  and  from  the  Returns  it  appeared,  that  a  Ma- 
jority of  this  Houfe  would  probably  declare  againft 
their  Patron,  the  Minifter,  from  whence  they  judged, 
that  his  Protection  was  no  longer  to  be  depended  on, 
nor  his  Favour  worth  feeking,  efpecially  at  any  Rifk ; 
therefore  they  then  thought  it  not  fa^e  to  incur  again 
the  Refentment  of  their  Fellow-Citizens,  and  perhaps 
the  Refentment  of  the  next  Minifter  ;  and  confequently 
they  then  chofe  for  Lord  Mayor  the  Gentleman  they 
had  before  fo  often  reje61ed,  he  being  then  again  re- 
turned to  them  by  the  unanimous  Voice  of  the  Citizens. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  the  Behaviour  of  the  Aldermen,  upon 
this  Occafion,  is  a  Proof  of  what  I  have  faid  ;  and  their 
threatening  to  put  a  Negative  upon  the  Common- 
Council's  returning  Thanks  to  another  very  popular 
Magiilratej  unlefs  the  Common-Council  would  agree 

to 
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Anno  i8.  f©  have  the  Quefllon  modelled  according  to  their  Like- 
^co.  .^44>  j^g^  jg  another  Proof  of  the  fame  Doctrine  ;  confe- 
quently  I  muft  conclude,  that  as  long  as  the  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  London  are  vefted  with  this  negative 
Power,  a  Majority  of  them  will  probably  contemn  the 
Refentment  of  their  Fellow-Citizens,  and  court  the 
Favour  of  the  Minifter  for  the  Time  being.  But  it 
may  be  aiked,  why  will  they  not  do  the  fame,  fhould 
they  be  divefted  of  this  negative  Power?  To  this  the 
Anfwer  is  very  fhort  and  tdSy :  It  will  not  then  be 
worth  the  Minifter*s  While  to  come  up  to  their  Price. 
I  have  not  fo  bad  an  Opinion  of  Mankind  as  to  fay, 
that  every  Man  has  his  Price ;  but  this,  I  am  afraid, 
may  be  juftly  faid,  that  the  Majority  of  Mankind  have 
a  Price,  if  it  be  worth  the  Purchafer's  While  to  come 
up  to  it.  With  Regard  to  thofe  that  have  a  Price,  it 
is  certain  that  every  Man's  Price  depends  in  a  great 
Meafure  upon  the  Fortune  he  is  poffeiTed  of,  and  the 
Reputation  he  has  acquired  in  the  World.  Now  the 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  London  are  generally  Men  of 
an  eafy  Fortune,  and  always  Men  that  by  their  former 
Conduct:  have  acquired  fome  Reputation  in  the  World ; 
we  cannot  therefore  fuppofe,  that  any  one  of  them,  or 
at  leaft  not  m.any  of  them,  are  Men  of  a  fmall  Price; 
and  as  long  as  they  can  do  a  Minifter  but  little  Ser- 
vice, he  will  not  give  any  of  them  a  large  Price.  They 
will  therefore  continue  faithful  to  their  Country  and 
their  City,  not  becaufe  they  are  Proof  againft  Corrup- 
tion, but  becaufe  it  is  not  worth  the  Minifter's  While, 
or  perhaps  not  in  his  Power,  to  corrupt,  ^y  invefting 
them  with  this  Negative,  you  have  made  it  worth  9 
Minifter's  While  to  come  up  to  their  Price :  Diveft 
them  of  this  Negative,  it  will  be  no  longer  worth  his 
While ;  and  they  will  neither  court  his  Favour,  nor 
contemn  the  Refentment  of  their  Fellow  Citizens,  if 
they  find  they  are  to  get  nothing  by  it  but  Reproach. 

*  This  Do61rine,  Sir,  That  there  muft  be  a  Propor- 
tion between  the  Service  a  Man  can  do,  and  the  Priqe 
he  may  probably  infift  on,  is  fo  well  underftood  by 
thofe  who  have  fiudied  the  Art  of  Corruption,  that 
all  our  Minifters  who  have  aimed  at  arbitrary  Power, 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  throw  the 
Government  of  every  fubordinate  Society  and  Com- 
munity 
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munlty  iri  the  Kingdom,  into  a  few  Hands,  They  Anno  i2. 
know,  that  the  Majority  of  a  few  Men  of  Fortune  may  ^^^'  ^^*  '744* 
be  purchafed  at  a  lefs  Price  than  the  Majority  of  a  great 
Number  of  Men,  who  live  by  their  Bufmefs ;  and  the 
Keafon  is  very  plain,  becaufe  the  former,  by  accepting 
a  Bribe,  lofe  nothing  but  their  Reputation,  whereas 
the  latter  lofe  their  Reputation,  and  with  it  their  Sub- 
fiftence  j  for  a  Tradefman's  Bufmefs  generally  depends 
upon  his  Reputation,  and  therefore,  in  a  Smitbjield 
Way  of  reckoning,  be  will  not  accept  of  a  Bribe,  un- 
lefs  it  be  fuch  as  may  enable  him  for  the  Future  to  live 
without  Bufmefs.  Befides  this,  the  Value  a  Man  puts 
upon  his  Reputation  is  very  far  from  being  always  in 
Proportion  to  his  Fortune.  A  Man  of  lo/.  a  Year, 
might  rej«6l  with  Difdain  a  Bribe  of  lo/.  and  yet  the 
fame  Man,  were  he  pofleffed  of  a  Th&ufand  a  Year, 
might  fell  his  Reputation  for  lOO©/.  There  are  many 
other  Arguments  for  (hewing,  that  the  Majority  of  a 
ievf  Men  of  Fortune  may  be  more  eafily  purchafed 
than  the  Majority  of  a  great  Number  of  Men  of  fmall 
Tortunes,  and  thefe  Arguments  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  Experience  of  all  Ages  and  Countries. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  I  fay,  Sir,  all  our  Minifters, 
whofe  Am.biticn  led  them,  or  whofe  previous  Crimes 
forced  them  to  aim  at  arbitrary  Power,  have  endea- 
voured to  throw  all  our  fubordinate  Societies  and  Com- 
munities into  as  few  Hands  as  poilible;  and  for  the 
fame  Purpofe  they  have  endeavoured  to  get  ail  Magi- 
ftracies  and  Officers  depending  upon  the  Choice  of  the 
People,  eftciblifhed  for  Life,  and  to  throw  as  much 
Power  as  they  cculd  into  the  Hands  of  thofe  popular 
Magiftrates,  who  by  any  new  Law  or  antient  Cuftom 
are  chofen  for  Life.  Such  Endeavours,  Sir,  are  all 
equally  defigned  to  make  Corruption  the  more  fuc- 
cefsful.  Thofe  who  are  verfed  in  that  filthy  Art 
knov^,  that  a  Magiftrate  chofen /or  Life  is  better  worth 
corrupting  than  one  who  is  chofen  but  for  a  Year  or  a 
fhort  Term  of  Years,  and  that  the  more  they  may 
give,  the  more  likely  they  are  to  fucceed  in  Corrup- 
tion. They  likev/ife  know,  that  a  Man  who  has  once 
proftituted  himfelf,  and  thereby  forfeited  his  Reputa- 
tion, is  like  a  ProiHtute  of  the  other  Sex:    He  becomes 

Vol.  II.  K  ""        choaoer 


[    I3S    ] 
Anno  «s?.      cheaper  every  Day  he  lives,  and  will  at  lad:  proftittitt* 
Ceo.  11.  1744.    himieif,  if  it  were  for  nothing  elfe  but  the  Pleafure,  or 
rather  Habit,  of  Prollitution. 

'  Thefe  are  the  Arts  purfued,  Sir,  thefe  are  the 
Maxims  laid  down  by  all  thofe  who  are  aiming  at  ar- 
bitrary Power  ;  and  in  order  to  render  their  Maxims 
palatable  to  the  credulous  and  unthinking  Part  of  Man-* 
kind,  their  Advocates  are  inftru6led  to  rail  at  popular 
Power,  and  to  load  ail  numerous  popular  AfTemblies 
with  Fa61ion,  Sedition,  Turbulence,  Unfteadinefs,  and 
1  do  not  know  how  many  other  Bugbears.  If  we  were 
to  believe  thefe  minillerial  Tools,  who  are  generally 
very  well  paid,  and  who,  like  true  Lawyers,  argue  for 
their  Fee  without  the  leaft  Regard  to  any  Thing  elfe: 
J  fay,  if  we  were  to  believe  thefe  minifterial  Toolsy 
we  muft  think,  that  the  People  of  every  Country  ought 
to  be  treated  like  Madmen  :  That  they  ought  to  be 
kept  in  Chains,  to  prevent  their  doing  themfelves  a 
Mifchief.  But  however  fond  fome  Gentlemen  may 
be  of  preferving  or  increafing  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
while  they  themfelves  are  in  the  Sunfliine  of  it,  I  hope, 
this  Houfe  will  take  Care  to  leave  as  much  Power  in 
the  Hands  of  the  People  as  may  be  fufficient  for  pre- 
ferving their  Liberties;  and  when  we  find,,  that  the 
Power  of  the  People  has,  by  the  Arts  and  Infinuations 
of  Minifters,  been  fo  much  diminifhed  as  not  to  be  a 
proper  Balance  for  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  we  ought, 
and,  I  hope,  we  always  (hall  take  Care  to  increafe  the 
one,  and  diminifh  the  Weight  of  the  other. 

'  When  I  confider  our  antient  Conftitution,  and  re- 
flect upon  the  great  Power  formerly  lodged  in  the 
Hands  of  the  People,  I  am  really  furprized.  Sir,  to 
hear  any  Gentleman  talk  of  the  Danger  of  throwing 
too  much  Power  into  their  Hands.  The  Power  of  the 
People!  alas.  Sir!  they  have  fcarcely  any  Power  left. 
'I'he  Crown  has  already  ingrofTed  the  greateft  Part  of 
•what  the  People  were  pofTefTed  of  by  the  antient  Con- 
fiitution  of  our  Government,  and  will,  if  we  do  not 
take  fpecial  Care,  very  foon  ingrofs  the  Whole;  for 
when  the  Crown  gets  the  Dire^Slion  of  that  Power, 
which  by  the  remaining  Forms  of  our  Conftitution  is 
left  in  the  Hands  of  the  People,  the  Crown  gets  the 
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Subrtance,  and  leaves  the  People  only  the  vShadow.  Anno  iS. 
What  fignifies  It  to  the  People  to  have  the  Choice  of  ^'°-^^-  '744. 
any  Magiftrate  or  Officer,  if  that  Magiftrate  or  Officer 
be,  as  foon  as  chofen,  brought  by  Corruption  under  the 
Diredion  of  the  Crown  ?  What  would  it  fignify  to  the 
People  to  have  the  Choice  of  their  Reprefentatives  In 
this  Houfe,  if  a  Majority  of  thofe  Reprefentatives 
ihould,  as  foon  as  chofen,  be  brought  by  Corruption 
under  the  Direction  of  the  Crown  ?•  In  fuch  a  Cafcg 
would  the  People  have  any  Thing  more  than  the  Sha- 
dow of  Power  ?  And  I  will  fay,  that  it  would  be  much 
better  for  them  to  be  without  that  Shadow;  becaufe 
the  £xpence  the  Crown  is  put  to  in  corrupting  thofe 
Magiftrates  and  Reprefentatives,  muft  be  all  furni(hed 
by  the  People ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  public  Ser- 
vice muft  be  facrificed,  by  being  put  into  the  Hands  of 
thofe  who  have  nothing  to  recommend  them  but  their 
Venality. 

'  We  muft  therefore.  Sir,  never  talk  of  the  Power 
of  the  People,  unlefs  it  be  fuch  a  one  as  can  never  be 
brought  under  the  Direction  of  the  Crown,  either  by 
Force,  Fraud,  or  Corruption  ;  and  if  this  were  the  Cafe 
with  refpe6t  to  every  Power  now  lodged  in  the  Hands 
of  the  People,  they  would  not  have  near  fo  much  as 
they  had  in  the  happy  Times  of  fome  of  our  Forefa- 
thers. In  former  Times  our  Counties  had  the  Power 
of  chufing  almoft  all  their  Magiftrates  and  Officers : 
They  chofe  their  Generals  in  Time  of  Warj  they 
chofe  their  Sheriffs,  and  their  Confervators  of  the 
Peace,  as  well  as  their  Coroners  and  their  Members  of 
Parliament.  Now  they  have  nothing  left  but  the 
Choice  of  their  Coroners  and  Members :  As  to  their 
Choice  of  Coroners,  it  is  of  very  little  Signification  ; 
becaufe  Care  has  been  taken  to  leave  very  little  Power 
in  the  Hands  of  that  Officer:  And  as  to  their  Choice 
of  Members,  it  would  be  of  no  Signification,  if  the 
Crown  fhould  once  come  to  make  itfelf  Mailer  of  the 
Eledlions  for  all  our  little  Boroughs,  which  is  already 
in  a  great  Meafure  the  Cafe.  The  People  of  cur  Coun- 
ties have  therefore  very  little  Power  now  left  in  thei.r 
Hands;  and  as  to  our  Cities  and  Boroughs,  fome  of 
them,  it  is  true,  particularly  London^  retain  ftill  fome- 
K  2  thing 
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AnnoiS,  thing  ofoiir  antient  Saxon  Conftltution  ;  but  in  many 
^^^^^^,.jji]^^  of  them  the  People  have  very  little  to  do  with  the  Go- 
vernment even  of  their  own  City  or  Borough,  and 
confequently  have  no  Powder  at  all  in  their  Hands  5  for 
in  fome  ihe  old  Magiftrates  chufe  the  new,  and  in 
ethers  the  Eleclion  has  been  confined  to  fuch  a  fmall 
Ih! umber,  that  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  the  People  have  no 
Share  in  it. 

'  Thus  it  muft  appear,  Sir,  that  the  People  have  not 
now  near  fo  much  Power  as  they  had  formerly,  and  if 
we  are  now  more  peaceable,  I  am  fare,  we  are  much 
jefs  happy  ;  for  I  fhall  never  think,  that  Happinefs  con- 
fifts  \n.  indolent  Tranquillity  and  flavifh  Submiffion  un- 
der Chains,  If  this  be  Happinefs,  I  fhall  grant,  that  it 
is  more  fecurely  eftablifhed  under  an  abfolute,  than  un- 
der a  free  Government ;  but  as  I  think,  that  political 
Happinefs  confifls  in  being  free  from  Oppreflion,  I 
fhall  never  be  for  putting  it  into  the  Power  of  any 
Prince,  or  any  Adminiftration,  to  opprefs  the  People, 
Peace,  I  (hall  admit.  Sir,  is  a  very  good  Thing,  but  do 
Hot  let  us  give  up  our  Liberties  for  fear  of  difturbing 
cfur  Peace.  We  have  preferved  both  for  many  Gene- 
rations, and  though  J  cannot  fay  without  Interruption, 
yet  I  will  fay,  that  thofe  Interruptions  never  proceeded 
from  the  Fa6lioufnefs  of  the  People,  jut  from  their 
Power  to  oppofe  thofe  who  were  ambitioufly  aiming  at 
the  Deftrudion  of  Liberty.  If  they  part  with  that 
Power,  they  may  indeed  have  Peace,  but  they  will 
have  Slavery  and  Oppreflion  along  with  it.  This,  Sir, 
is  a  certain  Confequence ;  and  therefore  it  is  our  Bufi- 
nefs  in  this  Houfe,  to  attend  in  the  moft  ferious  Man- 
ner to  the  Ebbings  and  Flowings  of  the  People's 
Power,  and  to  reftore  it,  as  often  as  we  find  it  has  ' 
been  too  much  diminifhed  by  any  rafh  or  ill-judged 
Regulation  ;  which,  in  my  Opinion,  is  the  Cafe  with 
Regard  to  the  Law  now  propofed  to  be  repealed,  h 
was  not  contrived  for  amending  what  was  thought  too 
popular  in  the  Form  of  Government  of  our  capital  • 
City  :  It  was  contrived  for  preventing  that  City's  ^ 
being  ever  able  to  vindicate  either  its  own  or  its  Coun-  ^ 
try's  Liberties,    This  is  the  only  Purpofe  it  has  ferved,  ^ 
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this  is  the  only  Purpofe  it  can  ferve ;  and   therefore  I     Anno  iS. 
ihail  be  for  having  it  repealed.'  <^eo«  ^i*  *744' 


Then  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  faid  Bill  be 
committed;  it  pafTed  in  the  Negative  by  117  to  90. 

Feb,  14.  The  Salt  Bill,  with  fome  Amendments, 
was  ordered  to  be  ingrcfled. 

By  his  Majedy's  Command,  the  Houfe  attended  his 
Majefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  being  returned, 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  his  Majefty  had  made  a 
moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfcs 
of  Parliament,  a  Copy  of  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe, 
and  is  as  follows : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"   T  T  is  with  great  Pleafure  that  I  take  this  Oppor-  King's  Speech. 

"   J^  tunity  to  a/fure  you  of  my  entire  Satisfaction  in 

*'  the  Difpatch  and  Unanimity  of  your  Proceedings  in 

"  this  Seffion  of  Parliament,   and  in  the  Zeal  you  have 

*'  fhewn  for  the  common  Caufe,  and  for  the  Honour 

'^  and  true  Intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

''  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

"  I  return  you  my  Thanks  for  the  Readinefs  and 
*'  Chearfulnefs  with  which  you  have  already  provided 
"  fo  confiderable  a  Part  of  the  Supplies;  and  I  make 
*'  no  Doubt  but  the  fame  Zeal  and  good  Difpofitioa 
"  will  induce  you  to  enable  me  to  make  good  the  Al- 
<«  liances  I  am  already  engaged  in,  and  to  concert  fuch 
**  other  Meafures,  in  this  important  Conjuncture,  as 
"  fhall  be  judged  neceftary  for  the  Support  of  the 
<«  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  for  carrying  on  the  prefent 
<«  War  with  Vigour,  in  order  to  procure  a  fafe  and 
<«  honourable  Peace. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"  I  have,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
*'  S^^'y  3nd  the  States  General,  concluded  a  Treaty 
"  with  the  King  of  Poland,  which  I  will  order  to  be 
*'  laid  before  you.  Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to  you 
'?  the  Continuance  of  the  fame  Steadinefs  and  Har- 
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m©ny  in  your  Deliberations,  which  cannot  fail  ta? 
give  great  Encouragement  to  my  Allies,  and  to  add 
gfeat  Weight  to  our  Efforts." 

Refolved,  Nejnine  contradtcente^  That  an  humble 
Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  the  moft 
humble  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  his  Majefty,  for  his 
Majefty's  mod:  gracious  Speech,  that  was  rhade  from 
the  Throne,  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

Feb.  15.  The  Mutiny  Bill,  with  Amendments  made 
by  the  Committee  on  that  Bill,  was  ordered  to  be  in- 
groffed. 

Mr.  Comptroller  reported.  That  his  Majefty  had 
been  attended  with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  of  Yef- 
terday ;  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  receive  very 
gracioufly. 

Feb.  19.  The  ingrofted  Salt  Bill  was  read  the  third 
Time. 

Refolved^  That  the  Bill  dcy  pafs. 

The  Bill  to  regulate  Eledions  of  Knights  of  the 
Shire  in  England^  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  coni- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Fa7ie  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
the  following  Refolutions  of  that  Committee,  vi%, 
i.  That  500,000/.  be  granted,  to  make  good  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  Engagements  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and 
to  enable  her  to  augment  and  increafe  her  Army,  for 
the  Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria^  and  for  carrying 
on  the  prefent  War  with  Vigour.  2.  That  200,000/. 
be  granted  to  make  good  his  Majefty's  Engagements 
with  the  King  of  Sardinia^  purfuant  to  Treaty.  3. 
That  24,299/.  ij.  ^d,  be  granted  to  make  good  hi§ 
Majefty's  Engagements  with  the  Ele6ior  of  Cologne^ 
purfuant  to  Ireaty.  4.  That  8620/.  be  granted  to. 
inake  good  his  Majefty's  Engagements  with  the  Eledor 
of  Ment%^  purfuant  to  Treaty.  5.  That  38,839/. 
18  J.  5|^.  be  granted  for  defraying  extraordinary 
Expences  and  Services  of  his  Majefty's  Land  Forces 
in  Great  Britain^  Minorca^  Gibraltar^  and  the  Plan- 
tations, incurred  Anno  1744,  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament. 6.  That  100,000/.  be  granted  upon  Ac- 
count, towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  Charge  of 

Tonage^ 
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Tonage,  Waggon-Money,  and  other  Expences  incur-     Anno  i8. 
red,  or  to  be  incurred,  for  the  Service  of  1745  :  Which  ^^^-  ^^-  »744' 
Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.    But  on  the  |r'^"-v — --^ 
firft  Refolution,   upon  the  Queftion  in  the  Committee,  addidonai  Sub- 
Whether   this   Nation   ought   to   grant   a  Subiidy  of  fidies  to  tie 
500,000/.  to  the  Queen  o(  Hungary  (being  200,000/.  0^^^^  ft  Hun- 
more  than  had  been  granted  her  before)  a  Debate  arofe,  **'' 
which  was  opened   by  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Pelham, 
who  fpoke  to  this  EfFed : 

'  Sir, 

'  The  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hmgary^  in  the  Hon.  Htmy 
prefent  War,  is  a  Meafure  I  have  never  heard  con-  Pelham. 
tefted  within  Doors,  and  it  has  been  recommended  and 
urged  with  a  great  deal  of  Zeal  hy  the  People  without: 
The  Meafure  in  general  has  never  been  oppofed  by  any 
Man,  or  Party  of  Men,  in  this  Kingdom  j  but  a  vtiy 
great,  and  even  a  warmer  Oppofition  than  I  thought 
decent,  has  been  made  to  one  of  the  Methods  we  have 
taken,  thefe  two  Years  paft,  for  fupporting  that  Prin- 
cefs.  When  I  fay  this,  I  believe,  every  Gentleman  - 
fuppofes  that  I  mean  our  taking  and  keeping  16,000 
Hanoverian  Troops  in  our  Pay  for  that  Purpofe. 
Though  1  always  approved  of  our  doing  fo,  and  even 
now  (hould  not  have  found  Fault  with  our  continuing 
to  do  fo,  yet,  as  it  was  found  Fault  with  by  many 
Gentlemen  here,  and  by  many  more  without  Doors, 
I  have  now  the  Pleafure  to  tell  you,  that  his  Majefty 
has  been  fo  gracious  as  to  difmifs  thofe  Troops  out  of 
Briiijh  Pay  ;  fo  that  they  are  no  more  to  be  a  Stumb- 
ling-Block  to  thofe  who  otherwife,  I  hope,  wifhcd  well 
to  the  common  Caufe.  But  as  we  are  to  withdraw 
from  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Affiftance  fuch  a  large 
Body  of  Troops,  we  muft  increafe  her  Subfidy,  that  ihe 
may  be  able  either  to  raife  an  additional  Number  of 
Troops  within  her  own  Dominions,  or  to  hire  Troops 
from  fome  of  her  neighbouring  States  in  Germany, 

'  This,  Sir,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  oppofed  by  thofe 
who  fhewed  themfelves  fo  zealous  againft  our  taking  or 
continuing  the  Hanover  Troops  in  our  Pay,  becaufe,  at 
the  fame  Time  they  oppofed  that  Meafure,  they  recom^ 
mended  our  fupplying  her  with  Money  inllead  of  thofe 
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Armo  1 8.       TroOps ;  and  they  muft  the  more  readily  agree  to  what 
Ceo.  II.  1744.    J  2j;q  1^0 w  to  propofe,   becaufe  I  am  not  to  defire  fuch 
an  Addition  to  the  Subfidy  we  formerly  paid   her,  as  in 
any  Thing  near  equal  to  what  we  paid  for  the  Hanov?- 
rians,     I  thertrfore  expert  an  unanimous  Concurrence 
with  the  Motion  I  am  to  make,  and   I  expe6t  it  the 
more,   becaufe,  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  the 
Balance  of  Povyer  is  now  in  lefs  Danger  than  it  was  laft 
Year,  or  that  the  Qijeen  of  Hungary  and  her  other  Al- 
lies are  now  more  able  to  preferve  or  reflore  it  with- 
out our   AiTiftance.     As   every    State   muft   grow  the 
weaker   the   longer  they   are  engaged    in    War,    the 
Queen   of   Hungary   herfelf   muft    be  fuppofed   to   be 
weaker  tban.fhe  was  laft  Year :    Her  Revenues  muft  be 
jnore  exhaufted,    and  even  a  great  deal  lefs  than  thqy 
were  laft  Year;  becaufe,  by  the  Irruption  of  the  Pruf- 
flam  into  Bdhemia,  {he  can  expert  very  little  from  that 
Kingdom  for  fupporting  the  Kxpence  of  the  enfuing  . 
Year  ;  and  as  her  Troops  are  now  almoft  entirely  drove 
out  of  Bavaria,  (he  can  expe6l  few  or  no  Contribu- 
tions from  that  Country  :    Nay,  if  fhe  fhould  recover 
it;  fhe  could  not  ej^pe6l  ^ny  great  Supply  from  a  Coun- 
try that  has  been  fo  often  over*run   by  its  Enemies, 
and  fo  much  plundered  by  thofe   that  call   themfelves 
Friends  :    In  the  Netherlands  too  hgr  Dominions  have 
been  curtailed  by  the   Lofs  of  the  whole  Caftellany  of 
Tpres  5  and  on  this  Side  of  Germany  fhe  has  loft  the 
greateft  Part  of  what  is  called  Jnterior  Aujlrla.    From 
all  which  we  muft  conclude,  that  her  Revenues  are  not 
now  near  fo  great  as  they  were  laft  Year ;  and  extenfive 
and  populous  as  her  Dominions  are,  we  muft  fuppofe,  that 
the  Numbers  of  Men  fit  to  carry  Arms  are  very  much 
diminifhed,  confidering  the  many  Battles  and  Skirmifhes 
her  Troops  have  been  engagec}  in  fince  the  Conimence- 
inent  of  the  prefent  War. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  Regard  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^s 
Allies,  except  ourfelves  and  the  King  of  Sardinia,  it 
cannot  be  faid  that  flie  has  been,  or  can  expe6t  to  be 
yigoroufly  aftifted  by  any  one  of  them  :  At  leaft,  (lie 
can  expecSl  no  fuch  Thing  for  next  Campaign;  and  as 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia^  whatever  he  may  do  by  his 
fcourage.  Prudence,  or  Conduct,  which  have  always 
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been  confpicuous,  he  could  not  propofe  to  aflift  her  Annoi?. 
with  any  Subfidy,  or  with  any  great  Number  of  Troops,  Geo.  II.  174-4-' 
were  he  now  as  powerful  as  he  was  at  the  Beginning  ' 
of  the  War;  but  as  he  is  now  out  of  Pofleifion  of 
the  whole  Dutchy  of  Savoy,  we  muft  conclude,  that 
he  is  not  able  to  give  her  near  fo  much  Alliftance  as  at 
firil.  With  Regard  to  the  Dutch,  indeed,  they  have 
all  along  given  her  feme  AfHftance  in  Money,  and, 
at  laft,  they  agreed  to  affift  her  v/ith  a  Body  of  Troops; 
but  they  have  not  yet,  nor  can  it  be  expected  that 
they  Toon  will  refolve  to  afiift  her  with  their  whole 
Force;  and  if  we  had  any  reafonable  Ground  to  hope, 
that  they  will  foon  refolve  to  do  fo,  when  we  confider 
the  Slownefs  of  their  public  Counfels,  and  the  Diffi- 
culty there  is  to  obtain  the  unanimous  Confent  of  all 
their  Provinces,  and  of  every  City  in  each  Province, 
we  muft  conclude,  that  no  additional  Afliftance  from 
them  can  come  Time  enough  for  the  Operations  of 
next  Campaign  ;  v»  hich  may  be  fuch  a  decifive  one 
againfl  us,  as  may  render  all  future  Ailiftance  vain  and 
fruitlefs. 

'  Let  us  next  go  a  little  farther  Eaft,  Sir:  The 
Saxons,  it  is  true,  have  already  fent  a  Bodv  of  Troops 
to  her  Ailiflance  ;  but  by  the  precipitate  and  confufed 
Diflblution  of  the  Dyet  of  Polaiid,  we  have  been  dif- 
appointed  in  all  our  Expedfations  from  that  Kingdom; 
and  hitherto  we  have  been  difap'pointed  in  our  Expec- 
tations of  Affiftance  from  the  powerful  Empire  of 
Rujffia.  As  to  thefe  two  I  ijiy,  Sir,  we  have  been  dif- 
appointed  ;  beciufe  from  both  v/e  had  great  Reafon 
to  expert  the  moft  powerful  Ailiilance  they  could  give, 
not  only  on  Account  of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between 
them  and  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria,  and  on  Account  of 
the  common  Caufe  of  Europe,  but  alfo  on  Account 
of  its  being  fo  much  their  Inter^rft  to  preferve  entire 
the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujtrla,  as  an  ulcful  and 
certain  Ally  to  both  againft  the  formidable  Power  of  the 
Ottoman  Port. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  given  you  as  true  and  fuccin(5t: 
an  Account  as  I  could,  of  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies ;  and  now  v/ith  Re- 
gard to  her  Enemies.     The  kte  War  in  .the  Qiieen's 
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Anno  iS.      Time,  may  convince  us,  how  irtexhauflible  France  and 
Geo.  11.  J744.   ^pain  are,  both  of  Men  and  Money:     As  France  has 
'  had,  for  feveral  Years  paft,  a  more  extenfive  Trade 
than  flie  ever  had  before;   and  as  Spain  has   now  a 
more  prudent  and  a  more  vigorous  Government  than 
Ihe  has  had  for  a  Century  paft,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  both  were  in  a  much  better  State,  both  for  Men 
and    Money,    thari    they  v/ere   at   the   Beginning   of 
Queen  Anne's  War,  and  therefore  that  neither  of  them 
is  as  yet  any  Way  near  exhaufted,  either  of  Men  or 
Money ;  confequently  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  both  are 
able  to  carry  on  the  War  for  feveral  Years  to  come, 
with  as  •'much  Vigour,  perhaps  with  more  than  they 
have  done  for  the  Time  paft. 

'  With  Regard  to  Gertnany^  indeed,  the  Accident  of 
the  late  Emperor's  Death,  is  a  confiderable  Alteration 
In  our  Favour,  and  feems  to  be  a  Sign  that  Providence 
is  on  our  Side  ;  but  then  as  the  Son  feems  to  have  re- 
Jfolved  to  tread  in  the  Footfteps  of  the  Father,  we 
cannot  reckon  much  upon  this  Alteration,  unlefs  Pro- 
vidence fhould  again  interpofe  in  our  Favour,  by  giv- 
ing a  Turn  to  what  feems  to  be  the  prefent  Senti- 
ments of  the  Court  of  Munich.  But  whatever  may 
happen  in  this  Rerpe<5t,  it  is  much  more  than  over- 
balanced by  the  King  of  Prujfm's  Breach  of  the  Treaty 
of  Brejlau,  and  not  only  declaring  openly  againft  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  but  invading  her  Dominions  with 
a  numerous  Army.  This  fudden  and  unexpected 
Change  in  that  Prince's  Behaviour,  has  rendered  the 
Condition  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  much  more  dan- 
gerous than  it  was  laft  Year  ;  and  indeed  Culls  upon 
the  moft  ferious  Confideration,  as  well  as  the  moft 
powerful  AlTiftance  of  all  thofe  who  have  any  Regard 
for  the  Prefervation  of  a  Balance  among  the  Powers  of 
Europe, 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  true  State  of  the  prefent  Circum- 
ftances  of  Europe  \  and  in  this  S.tate,  I  think,  1  need 
not  make  ufe  pf  any  Rhetorick,  if  I  were  capable,  as  I 
am  not,  for  perfuading  Gentlemen  to  make  a  fmall  Ad- 
dition to  the  Subfidy  formerly  granted  to  the  Q^ieen  of 
Hungary^  in  Lieu  of  the  16,000  Hanoverians  now  dif- 
miii'ed  out  of  our  Pay.     I  Ihall  therefore  add  no  more, 

but 
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but  conclude  with  moving,  *'  That  a  Sum  not  exceed-     Anno  ig. 
ing   500,000/.  be  granted  to  his   Majefty,  to  make  ^^^^^J^J!!!^ 
good  his  Majefty's  Engagements  with  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  and  to  enable  her  to  augrnent  and   increafe 
her  Army,  for  the  Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Ju/iriay 
and  tor  carrying  on  the  prefent  War  with  Vigour.' 

Lord  Vifcount  Doneraile  fpoke  in  Subllance  as  fol- 
lows : 

'  Sir, 

'  Since  I  find,  by  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  vifcount  Done- 
faid,  that  cur  foreign  Suhfidiesare  to  be  enlarged,  I  raile. 
have  ftill  fome  Hopes  the  national  Struggle  we  are  en- 
gaged in  may  be  continued  ;  and  as  I  do  net  yet  flatter 
myfelf  the  Affairs  cf  Europe  are  come  to  fo  happy  a 
Crifis,  as  to  render  it  prudent  for  this  Country  to  re- 
move her  Strength  from  the  Continent,  or  to  abandon 
her  former  Views,  I  juft  rife  up  to  give  thofe  Reafons 
which  incline  me  towards  the  Motion  now  upon  your 
Paper:  1  fhall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with  reca- 
pitulating the  State  and  Situation  of  the  feveral  Princes 
concerned  in  the  prefent  VVar,  which  has  been  already 
done  in  a  much  more  mafterly  *and  fatisfacElory  iVIan- 
ner  than  1  am  capable  of  j  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  as 
I  have  all  along  contributed  my  fmall  JVlite  (as  a 
Member  of  this  Hcufe)  towards  the  Support  of  the 
Queen  of  Hwigary^  and  the  common  Cauie,  and,  hi- 
therto, upon  that  fmgle  Principle,  voted  for  taking  the 
l6,oco  Hanoverians  into  our  Pav,  i  ftiall  but  adl:  con- 
fidently when  I  aflent  to  this  PropofKion,  which  I 
look  upon  as  a  Counterpart  of  the  old  Meafure,  pur- 
fued  upon  the  very  fame  Plan,  for  the  very  fame  End?, 
but  of  which  the  Nature  of  the  Times,  and  to  falve 
fome  tender  Confciences  (whofe  Declarations  Vv^ere  too'  • 
ftrong  and  public  to  recant)  have  made  it  necefTary  to 
vary  the  nominal  Shape,  and  put  into  a  fubftimtially 
worfe  Form,  in  order  to  court  their  Approbation; 
but.  Sir,  fuch  flimfy  Textures  will  ntver  be  fufficient 
to  deceive  the  Nation,  e very-body  without  Doors  be- 
ing thoroughly  fatisiied,  that  Hanoverians  are  ftill  de- 
figned  to  be  employed,  though  not  immediately  by  us, 
yet  at  our  Cofl^,  but  in  a  Shape  to  be  unknown,  and 
3  unaC" 
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Anno  18.  unaccountable  to  this  Houfe  :  Nor  ihall  they  ever  urge 
Ge  »ir.  1744.  me  to  lofe  Sight  of  the  true  End  of  this  Subfidy;  for 
from  the  Confidence  I  repofe  in  the  Hoa.  Perfons 
who  now  form  our  Miniftry,  I  am  fully  convinced, 
their  Meaning  in  afking  it,  is  no  other  than  what 
thoroughly  correfponds  with  the  Reft  of  their  Views, 
— — for  the  Good  of  their  Country,  and  the  Balance  of 
Europe, 

«  For  my  own  Part,  Sir,  though  I  have  made  ufe  of 
the  Word  Confidence,  I  do  not  fee  it  necelTary  either 
to  depreciate  the  gone  Minifter,  or  to  fawn  upon  the 
reigning  one  :  To  the  former  I  had  no  Obje61:ion,  his 
Abilities  ttood  univerfally  confeffed ;  and  for  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  whom  we  now  imagine  fills  that 
important  Pofl,  Time  only  can  evince  to  thofe  v/ho 
doubt,  with  what  Weight  and  Dignity  he  will  fupporc 
the  Minifterial  Character. 

'  But,  Sir,  admitting  what,  I  think,  now  ftems  to 
ftand  uncontroverted,  the  Necefiity  of  purfuing  the 
War,  there  areftill  two  very  material  Confiderations 
which  remain  upon  this  Queftion :  Tde  firft,  Whe- 
ther the  common  Caufe  will  receive  any  real  Addition 
of  Strength  by  this  new  Trim  ?  The  fecond.  Whe- 
ther, in  the  prefent  loaded  Condition  of  this  Country, 
in  Point  of  Expence,  we  Ihall  be  Gainers  or  Lofers  by 
it?  And,  Sir,  though  I  allow  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
may,  in  her  own  Country,  be  able  to  raife  and  employ 
a  greater  Number  of  Men  for  200,000/.  than  we  can 
hire  for  the  fame  Sum,  yet  I  cannot  help  taking  Notice, 
that  too  frequently  abroad,  in  diftributing  large  Sums 
of  Money,  much  may  be  mifapplied,  greatly  to  the 
pifadvantage  and  Difappointment  of  the  Country  that 
has  given  it :  However,  to  be  fure,  in  fome  Cafes  all 
Hazards  muft  be  run ;  for  if  you  do  not  take  this  Me- 
thod, you  may  have  no  other,  of  affifting  the  Power 
you  mean  to  fupport. 

<  Why  then,  Sir,  we  are  to  confider,  If  we  had  no 
other  Means  of  fupporting  the  common  Caufe,  than 
by  granting  the  Court  of  Vienna  this  additional  Sub- 
fidy, over  and  above  that  large  one  they  have  received 
almoft  ever  fmce  the  Death  of  their  late  Emperor  ?  ; 
Or,  if  England^  now  adually  become  a  Principal  iq 
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War  with  two  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  Europe^  a£ts  Anno  iS. 
prudently  in  parting  with  fo  confiderable  a  Part  of  her  Geo.  n.  i744« 
Army  from  the  Low -Countries  (the  Place  where  her  * 
own  Intereft  is  mofl  immediately  concerned)  in  order 
to  give  her  Ally  the  Queen  of  Hungary  200,000/.  to 
*e  employed  where  fhe  pleafes,  and  how  ihe  p'eafes  ? 
For  as  yet  no  Particulars  appear  to  us  to  have  been 
ftipulated  with  her  upon  that  Head.  But,  Sir,  as  I  lay 
no  great  Strefs  upon  the  Treaties  or  Honouj  of  foreign 
Princes  beyond  what  is  confiflent  with  their  prefent  In- 
tereft, and  as  an  unforeseen  and  a  great  Event  has 
lately  happened  that  may  poffibly  change  the  Face  of 
Affairs  in  Europe;  I  fay,  Sir,  fuppofe  the  Houfe  of 
Jujiria  long  harrafled  with  War  in  her  own  hereditary 
Dominions,  and  now  feeing  the  great  ObjecSl:  of  her 
Fear,  by  Chance  removed  from  his  large  Pretenfions 
upon  her  Territories,  Ihould  think  this  the  proper 
Time  to  patch  up  a  feparate  Peace  with  France;  that 
naturally  muft  turn  the  French  Views  to  the  Low- 
Countries^  and  then  I  fear  we  Ihould  too  late  find  the 
fatal  Want  of  this  Army  under  our  own  Direction, 
and  the  fmall  Utility  ariiing  to  us  from  this  Subfidy :  I 
am  far.  Sir,  from  prefuming  to  be  Politician  enough  to 
prophefy,  and  only  mention  this  as  a  Sort  of  Argument 
how  injudicious  I  think  it  to  part  with  Subftance  for 
Shadow,  or  when  our  own  Intereft  is  concerned,  to 
fuffer  that  Power  to  go  out  of  our  Hands,  which  v/j 
have  once  had  there. 

'  The  Dutch.,  Sir,  by  equally  contributing  to  the 
Subfidy  for  the  Eledor  of  Cologne^  have  laft  Summer 
pretty  ftrongly  fhewn  their  Inclination  to  join  in  the 
Support  of  the  common  Caufe,  and  their  Approbation 
of  the  Meafures  we  were  then  purfuing  :  And  though 
it  could  be  wifhed  they  would  take  fome  mere  vigor- 
ous Steps  we  ihould  recommend,  yet  J  really  think  at 
a  Time  we  are  ourfelves  difarming  in  the  very  Place 
they  are  moft  concerned  to  fee  ftrong,  no  great  Fx- 
pe^ations  can  be  formed  from  fo  cautious  and  wary  a 
People,  and  efpecially  when  we  refle6t  upon  the  Treat- 
ment they  met  with  from  us  at  the  End  of  the  laft 
War;  fo  if  Jealoufy  and  Sufpicion,  founded  upon  the 
Experience  of  our  former  Conduct,  and  added  to  the  late 


[  ISO  i 

Anno  I?.  fuddenandunaccountableVariationof  ourMenandMea-* 
^^^;^^744'  fures  at  this  critical  Jundure  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
fhould  indicate  to  them  the  leaft  Refemblance  between 
that  Miniftry,  which  then  fubfifted  here,  and  our  pre- 
fent,  or  thofe  conneded  with  them  :  How  fatal  might 
it  prove  to  the  Negotiations  of  the  noble  Lord,  whofe 
known  Zeal  for  his  Country,  and  undifputed  Abilities 
to  ferve  it^  might  probably  furmount  any  Difficulties 
not  arifing  from  thofe  unfortunate  Prepofleffions ! 

'  Why  then.  Sir,  with  Refpedt  to  the  Expence  of 
this  new  Meafure,  which  can  only  be  fhewn  properly 
by  Comparifon  with  the  lail;,  and  which  by  the  Man- 
ner it  is  now  laid   before  us,  is  moft  artfully   rendered 
impofiible  to  be  exacStly  done,  I  can  only  fay,  that  the 
Subfiftence  of  the  16,000  Hanoverians  iaft  Year,  coft 
us  not  quite  400,000/.  whereas  the  additional   Sum 
P.0W  moved  for  in  Money,  is  no  lefs  than  200,000  /.  to 
which  fuppofe  only  8000   Mercenaries  added   (as  8000 
is  Half  the  Number  of  the  Hanoverians,  and  200,000/. 
Half  the  yearly  Price  of  them)  at  fo  low  a  Price  as  that 
Number  of  Hanoverians,  then  the  ufual  Subfidy  upon 
thofe  Occafions   will  increafe  our  Expence  this  Year, 
upon  this  fingle  Meafure,  50  or  60,000/.  at  leaft,  with 
the  Difadvancage  of  a  fmaller   Army  in  Flanders  by 
8000  Men  ;  and  I   fear  I  have  greatly  underftated  it 
too:     For  I   believe  few    Princes  ever   let   out    their 
Troops,  without  making  the  Subfidy  annual  for  a  cer- 
tain Term  of  Years,  and    in  that  Cafe,   though  we 
Hiould  have  Occafion   for  their  Troops  but  one  Year, 
yet  as  the  Total  for  the  Term,  be  it  more  or  lefs,  mufl 
be  paid,  then  the  V/hole  will  come  under  the  Increafe 
of  Expence  for  this  fingle  Year :    Hence,  Sir,  it  is  very 
vifibie  our   Circumftances,  and   our  Purfes,  have  not 
been  more  regarded   upon  this  Occafion,  than  upon 
that  of  the  late  three  and  a  half /)tfr  Cent.  Bargain  with 
the  Bank;  and  I  wifh  it  may  turn  out,  that  the  iriite- 
reft  of  the  Nation,  and  the  Succefs  of  the  War,  have 
been  more  amply  confidered. 

*  Thus  much,  Sir,  1  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  fay, 
not  to  oppofe  the  Motion  now  made  you,  for  1  feri- 
oufly  think,  however  liable  to  Objedion  it  may  be, 
tlie  rejedling  it  at  this  Time  might  be  attended  with 

very 
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Very  dangerous  Confequences ;  but  In  Hopes  to  remove     Anno  i?. 
the  apparent  Levity  that  muft  naturally  arife  from  my  ^^°'  ^^"  '744« 
own  Condu6l  this  Year  and  the  laft,  and  vi^hich  every-  ^-— » 

body  might   not  be  generous  enough  to  interpret  as 
founded  in  Opinion  only,  if  I  was  not  openly  to  de- 
clare, that  I  heartily  lament  it  is  not  now  in  my  Power 
to  repeat  my  Aflent  publickly  for  taking  the  Hanoveri- 
arts  into  our  Pay  :     For   I   am  one  of  thofe  who  can 
never   approve  of  privately   ftlpulating   that   another 
Power  (hall  employ  them  with  our  Money,  which  I 
verily  and  fmcerely  believe  is  now  the  Cafe,  and  I  am 
the  more  confirmed  in  that  Opinion  from  no  Treaty's 
being  produced  that  demonftrates  to  the  contrary,  as  I 
am  far  from  fufpe£ling  our   prefent  wife  and   prudent 
Adminiftration  of  lavifhly  giving  away  fo  large  a  Sum 
as  200,000/.  in  Addition  10300,000/.  before,  with- 
out making  any  Agreement  whatfoever,  when  we  have 
had  fo  late  Inftances  of  Treaties  being  laid  before  this 
Houfe  for  much  more  inconliderable  Sums ;  nor  do  I 
fee  any  other  national  Caufe  for  fupprefling  the  Parti- 
culars of  this  Tf  anfadtion  :     Fears  and  Apprehenfions, 
Sir,  arifmg  from  fuch  low  Tricks,  fuch  mean  Collu- 
fions,  in  a  free  Country,   may  prove  dangerous  to  the 
Whole ',  for  my  own  Part,  I  abhor  and  detefl  them, 
and  have  therefore  endeavoured  to  fhew  that  this  Mea- 
fure  fs  lefs  efficacious,  in  all   human  Probability  much 
more  expenfive,  and,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  in  every 
Senfe  lefs  eligible  than  the  laft-.     But  neverthelefs,  as  I 
fear  we  have  no  Alternative,  and  if  we  do  not  confent  to 
this  Propofition,  we  muft  bid  Adieu  to  the  War,  with- 
out a  vigorous  Profecution  of  which  I  am  convinced 
we  can  never  arrive  at  a  fafe  or  honourable   Peace,  I 
fhall,  by  Compuljion,  give  it  my  Afient,  though  I  really 
think  it  the  very  worft  Means  of  attaining  a  good  End 
I  ever  yet  heard  propofed,  and  which  undoubtedly  muft 
fatisfy  the  World,   that  there  are  thofe  who  kft  Year 
were  Dupes  enough  to  vote  for  a  Meafure  publickly, 
thea  treacherous  enough  to  decry  it  privately,  and  now 
weak  and  wicked  enough  to  purfue  it  evalively.' 

Thomas  Carew^  Efq ;  next  fpoke  to  the  following 
EfFecl: 

*  Sir, 
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Anno  i?4  c   gjy. 

Geo^.  1744*  <  From  the  Time  I  firft  heard  of  the  Change  in  ont 
Thomas  Care w  AdminiftratioH,  I  expected  fome  fuch  Motion  as  this, 
Ef<l»  '  becaufe  I  forefaw,  that  fuch  a  Change  muft  neceflarily 

be  attended  with  at  leaft  a  feeming  Change  in  our 
Meafares,  in  order  to  furnifh  an  Excufe  for  thofe  who 
had  with  fo  much  Vehemence  exclaimed  againft  the 
Meafures  of  our  late  Minifter:  1  fay,  Sir,  a  feeming 
Change  in  our  Meafures ;  for  that  it  will  be  attended 
with  a  real  Change,  I  am  far  from  being  fanguine 
enough  to  expeft.  It  was  complained,  and  loudly 
complained,  by  fome  of  thofe  who  have  now  accepted 
of  a  Share  in  the  Adminifi:ration,  that  the  Intereft  of 
England^  and  the  Peace  of  Europe^  were  facrificed  by 
our  late  Minifter,  to  the  particular  and  felfidi  Views 
of  a  little  German  Ele6lorate  :  Will  they  facrifice  them 
lefs?  By  the  Terms  upon  which  they  have  accepted 
of  a  Share  in  the  Adminiflration,  or  rather  a  Share  of 
Places  and  Preferments,  I  am  afraid  they  will  not.  The 
Intereft  of  England  will  ftil)  be  facrificed,  but  facrificed 
m  a  more  hidden,  and  confequently  a  more  dangerous 
Manner.  Our  late  Minifter  declared  it  as  bis  Opinion, 
That  the  Intereft  of  Hanover,  and  the  Intereft  of 
England^  were  fo  conne6ted  and  infeparable,  that  the 
one  could  not  be  facrificed  to  the  other,  becaufe  what- 
ever was  for  the  Intereft  of  the  one  muft  neceftarily 
be  for  the  Intereft  of  the  other ;  and  the  Opennefs  of 
his  Declaration,  together  with  the  avowed  Manner  in 
which  he  purfaed  the  Views  of  Hanover,  was  fome 
Sort  of  Proof  at  leaft,  that  he  fincerely  believed  what 
he  openly  profefled ;  but  as  for  thofe  who  have  fre- 
quently, and  in  the  moft  public  Manner,  declared, 
that  the  Intereft  of  England  may  be  facrificed  to  the 
Intereft  of  Hanover,  if  they  in  any  Manner  facrifice 
the  Blood,  theTreafure,  and  the  Peace  of  England  to 
the  Views  of  Hanover,  they  deferve  all  the  Epithets 
they  fo  liberally  beftowed  upon  our  late  Minifter;  and 
if  they  do  it  in  a  hidden  or  indirect  Manner,  it  is  a 
Proof  that  they  are  confcious  of  the  Wickednefs  of 
/  the  Meafures  they  purfue. 

'  Our  hte  Minifter,  Sir,  took  16,000  Hanoverians 
into  Britijh  Pay,  and  continued  them  in  it,  becaufe  it 
was  for  the  Intereft  of  Hanover  that  we  Ihould  have 

their 
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their  Troops  rather  than  thofe  of  any  other  State  In  Anno  75?. 
Europe  i  and  this  he  did  openly,  avowedly,  and  di-  Geo.  il.  17  4, 
redlly;  but  to  do  fo  now,  would  be  inconfiftent  with 
the  moft  explicit  Declarations  of  thofe  who  are  lately 
become  Placemen.  As  a  Salvo  then  for  their  Honour, 
the  Hanoverians  ane  feemingly  to  be  difmilTed  :  We 
are  to  have  no  Eftimate  for  thofe  Troops  now  laid  be- 
fore us,  and  yet  every  Man  of  them,  and  Horfe  too, 
will,  I  am  convinced,  be  continued  in  BritiJ})  Pay  for 
the  Year  enfuing,  as  much  as  they  have  been  for  thefe 
two  Years  paft.  .  How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Sir,  it  is 
very  eafy  to  fee  through  the  Subterfuge  :  The  Qj^ieen 
of  Hungary  is  to  take  one  Half  of  them  into  her  Pay, 
and  to  enable  her  to  do  fo,  we  are  for  next  Year  to 
give  her  200,000/.  additional  Subfidy,  which  is  fbme- 
thing  more  than  one  Moiety  of  the  Sum  we  have  paid 
thefe  Hanoverians  yearly  for  the  laft  two  Years.  Thus 
it  is  already  evident  from  the  Motion  now  before  us, 
that  one  Half  of  this  Body  of  Hanoverians  is  indiredly  to 
be  kept  in  Britijh  Pay  for  this  next  enfuing  Year  ;  and 
as  to  the  other  Half,  I  fuppofe  we  (hall,  towards  the 
End  of  the  Seffion,  have  a  Vote  of  Credit,  or  fome 
fuch  Method  taken,  for  enabling  our  Minifters  to  keep 
them  in  Britijh  Pay,  which,  they  hope,  may  be  eafily 
palTed  over  next  Sellion,  or  excufed  under  the  Pretence 
that  future  Accidents  made  it  abfolutely  necefTary  for 
us  to  have  fuch  a  Number  of  foreign  Troops  in  our 
Pay,  and  that  it  was  found  impoffible  to  get  Troops  to 
hire  from  any  other  Potentate  in  Europe, 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  may,  perhaps,  be  ludicroufly  called 
Dreams  or  Prophecies  ;  but  though  I  am  no  Dreamer 
of  Dreams,  nor  ever  pretended  to  be  indued  with  a 
prophetic  Spirit,  I  am  perfuaded,  they  would  now  ap- 
pear to  be  true  Prophecies,  could  we  dive  thoroughly 
into  the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet.  As  to  the  Part  the 
Queen  o^  Hungary  is  to  be 'obliged  to  a6t  in  this  Impo- 
fition  upon  the  Britifi  Nation,  I  can  eafily  forefee, 
that  we  fnail  never  be  able  to  come  at  the  Bottom  of 
it,  becaufe  it  will  certainly  be  managed  by  a  .private 
Convention  between  her  Miniilers  and  the  Minifters 
of  Hanover  ;  but  as  to  the  other  Half  of  thefe  Troops, 
if  they  be  continued  in  Britijh  Pay  by  ■d.ny  Method 
whatfoever,  we  may  be  able  to  come  at  fvme  Difco- 
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Anno  18,  very,  if  we  next  Seiiion  inquire  ftrii^lly,  and  as  we 
Geo.  11,1744.  Qugbt,  into  the  Difpofal  of  the  Sums  that  have  been, 
or  may  be  granted  in  this  Seffion  ;  and  even  as  to  that 
Half  of  them  that  are  to  be  paid,  as  fuppofed,  by  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  we  may,  I  think,  certainly  con- 
clude,' that  it  is  fo,  if  we  find  that  thefe  Troops  are 
next  Year  employed  in  any  of  her  Armies  ;  for  as  Ha- 
nover fent  no  Troops  at  its  own  Expence,  to  the  AfTift- 
ance  of  the  Queen  of-  Hungary^  during  laft  Campaign, 
we  may  be  afl'ured  it  will  fend  none  at  its  own  Ex- 
pence,  during  the  next ;  and  if  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
were  to  hire  foreign  Troops,  and  were  left  to  herfelf, 
we  may  be  as  fully  afTured  that  thofe  of  Hanover  would 
be  the  laft  (he  would  choofe,  efpecially  if  (he  were  to 
pay  as  much  for  them  as  we  paid  for  them  ever  fince 
we  had  the  Honour  and  Happinefs  to  have  them  In  our 
Service.  Service,  have  I  faid  ?  Sir,  I  beg  Pardon,  I 
ihould  have  faid,  Pay. 

'  After  having  thus.  Sir,  I  hope,  fully  expofed  the 
Impofition  now  intended  to  be  put  upon  the  Nation, 
I  fhall  but  juft  touch  upon  what  I  take  to  be  the  chief 
Queftion,  which  is.  Whether  we  ought  to  grant  any 
additional  Subfidy,  or,  indeed,  any  Subfidy  at  all  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary?  The  Hon.  Gentleman  plumed 
himfelf  upon  what  has  been  faid  in  this  Houfe,  that  we 
ought  to  ailift  her  with  Money,  and  not  with  Troops  i 
from  whence  he  concluded,  that  fmce  we  are  not  next 
Year  to  alTift  her  with  fuch  a  Number  of  Troops  as 
formerly,  we  ought  to  affift  her  with  a  larger  Sum  of 
Money.  Sir,  when  it  was  faid  that  we  ought  to  affift 
her  with  our  Money,  and  not  with  our  Troops,  there 
was  no  Queftion,  Whether  we  ought  to  give  her  any 
Affiftance  or  no  ?  She  was  then  every  where  upon  the 
Defenfive,  and  in  a  defenfive  War,  it  was  always  al* 
lowed,  that  we  ought  to  affift  her ;  but  if  the  Powers 
united  againft  her  are  willing  to  reftore  the  Peace  of 
Germany^  by  leaving  her  in  Pofleffion  of  all  her  Terri- 
tories there,  with  Refpe£t  to  that  Country  at  leaft,  (he 
is  not  now  in  a  defenfive,  but  an  ofFenfive  VVar  ;  and 
in  fuch  a  War  we  are  neither  obliged,  nor  ought  we  to 
affift  her:  lam  fure  none  of  q\x{  Miniflers  would  fo 
much  as  think  of  affifting  her,  if  it  were  not  for  the 

Saks 
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Sake  of  fomething  in  View,  that  mzy  contribute  to  the     Anno  jS. 
Advantage  of  Hanover.  ^^°'  ^^'  '744* 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  before  we  agree  to  this  Mo-  ^--""w"  -* 
tion,  we  ought  to  have  laid  before  us  the  feveral  Pro- 
pofitions  that  have  been  lately  made  for  reftoring  the 
Peace  of  Germany^  and  particularly  the  Negotiations  at 
Hanau,  Thefe  Negotiations  we  have  the  more  Reafon  ' 
to  call  for  ;  becaufe,  from  what  has  been  publifhed  by 
Authority  of  the  King  of  Pruffia^  we  muft  conclude, 
that  our  refufing  the  Terms  offered  at  that  7'ime  was 
what  threw  both  the  King  o^ Pruffta^  and  the  King  of 
Sweden^  as  Prince  of  Heffe,  into  the  Scale  againft  us. 
When  thefe  two  Princes,  Sir,  are  both  declared  openly 
againft  us,  and  when  our  good  Friends  and  Allies  the 
Dutch  feem  to  adt  with  fo  much  Indifference  and  Re- 
luctance, it  is  really,  in  my  Opinion,  ridiculous  to  talk 
of  the  Common  Caufe,  or  of  the  Liberties  of  Eurofe 
being  in  Danger  from  the  ambitious  Views  of  France  : 
If  they  were  in  any  real  Danger,  thefe  two  Princes 
would  certainly  declare  in  our  Favour,  and  the  Dutch 
would  as  certainly  z&.  with  the  utmofl:  Alacrity  and  Vi- 
gour. The  Prefumption  therefore  is,  that  the  Liberties 
of  Europe  are  in  no  Danger,  and  that  the  War  in  Ger^ 
many  is  now  become  offenfive  on  the  Part  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary :  If  this  be  the  Cafe,  I  am  fure,  we  ought 
to  give  her  neither  Subfidy  nor  Affiftance.  However,  as 
we  cannot  at  prefent  determine  this  previous  Queftionj 
I  lliall  not  be  for  putting  a  Negative  upon  the  Qaeftion 
now  before  us ;  but  1  think,  it  ought  to  be  put  ofF  by 
what  is  ufually  in  this  Houfe  called  the  Previous  Que- 
ftion ;  and  when  that  is  done,  I  fhall  be  for  addrefling 
his  Majefty,  to  order  the  Negotiations  at  Hanau,  and 
all  the  PropoHtions  fmce  made  for  reftoring  the  Peace 
of  Germany  t  to  be  laid  before  us. 

'  This,  I  hope,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  confent  to, 
that  after  a  proper  Inquiry  he  may  have  the  unanimous 
Approbation  of  this  Houfe ;  for  till  a  proper  Inquiry 
be  made,  I  do  not  think  myfclf  at  Liberty  to  give  away 
fuch  a  large  Sum  of  the  People's  Money,  when  there  is 
fo  ftrong  a  Prefumption,  that  it  not  only  may,  but 
ought  to  be  favcd.  But  if  he  infifts  upon  the  principal 
Queftion,  I  fbali  give  myfelf  no  farther  Trouble^  nor 
Ihall  I  in  the  leaft  fcruple  to  give  it  my  Negative/ 

La  Ta 
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Anno  i8.  To  the  Arguments  of   that  Gentleman,  it  was  an- 

Geo.  II.  i-44'  fwered  to  the  following  Effect,   by  Thomas  TVinnington^ 
'—V-—'   Efq; 

'   Sir, 
Thomas  Win-        '   ^^  the  Hon.  Gentleman's    Difcourfe  was  diredled 
jiisigton,  ETqj     chiefly  to  thofe  who  oppofed  the  Hanoverian  Troops  in 
the  laft  two  Seffions,  1  have  no  particular  Call  to  give 
him  any  Anfwer  ;  but  as  I  am  extremely  anxious  about 
the  Fate   of  this  Qiieftion,  and  as  I  fhould  wifh  moil 
heartily,  if  it  were  poffible,  to  fee  it  agreed  to  Nemine 
Ccntradicente,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  take  fome  No- 
tice  of  what  he   faid,  left  it  fhould  have   an  Influence 
upon  fome  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  and   thereby  pre- 
vent the  Queftion's  being  fo  unanimoufly  agreed  to,   as 
otherwife  it  might  be  expected.     Whether  the  Fa<5ls  be 
as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  ftated  them,  that  is  to  fay, 
whether  there  be  a  private  Agreement  with  the  Queen 
of   Hungary^    that   (he   Ihall   take    One- Half   of    the 
165OOO  Hanoverians  into  her  Pay  for  next  Campaign; 
and  whether  there  be  a  private  Refolution  among  our 
Minifkrs,  that  the  other    Half  of  that  Body  of  Men 
Ihall  be  kept  in   Britijh   Pay  for  the  enfuing  Year,  by 
Means  of  a  Vote  of  Credit  to  be  paffed  in  this  Seffion  : 
I  fay,  Sir,  thefe  are  Fa6ls  which  I   liiali    not   pretend 
to    determine,     becaufe   I  do  not    pretend    to    be    in 
the    Secrets   of  the    Cabinet  ;     but    I     can    with   the 
litmoft   Freedom   declare,   that  I  know  nothing,    nor 
ever  heard  of  any  fuch  Agreement  or  Refolution,  before 
I  heard  of  it  from  that  Hon.  Gentleman  ;  and   as  he 
does  not  pretend  to   have   any  certain  Information  or 
Knowledge  of  it,  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  prefume, 
that   no   fuch  Agreement  or  Refolution   has  ever  yet 
been  thought  of  hy  any  of  our  Minii^ers. 

'  What  may  happen  before  the  Opening  of  next 
Campaign  I  fliall  admit.  Sir,  that  I  am  not  wife  enough 
to  forefee,  nor  fhall  I  exprefsly  affirm,  that  the  Queen 
o^  Hungary  will  take  none  of  the  Hanoverian  Troops  into 
her  Service  during  next  Campaign,  or  that  we  will  not 
keep  any  of  thofe  Troops  in  our  Pay  ;  for  furely  it  muft 
be  allowed,  that  Circumftances  may  be  fuch,  as  may 
oblige  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  hire  a  Body  o^  Hano- 
'vtrian  Troops,  and  fuch  as  may  oblige  us  to  continue  a 

Body 
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Body  of  thofe  Troops  in  our  Pay  :  Nay,  I  think  it  is     Anno  iS. 
highly  probable    thar    it  will    be   fo.      If   the  Queen  of  ^^°- ^^-'744. 

Hungary  fhould  find  herfeif  under  a  Neceffity  of  hiring  ^ — ^ — v -> 

a  Body  of  foreign  Troops,  in  order  to  join  her  Army 
in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine,  fhe  may  very  probably 
take  Hanoverians^  for  two  vei-y  fubftantial  Reafons : 
Firft,  becaufe  they  lie  more  convenient  for  that  Ser- 
vice, and  may  fooner  march  to  the  Place  of  Adion 
than  any  other  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  fhe  may  find  it 
impoflible  to  get  any  other  Troops  to  hire. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  Circumftan- 
ces  may  be   fuch   before    the  Opening  of    next  Cam- 
paign,  as  may  oblige  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  take  a 
Body  of  Hanoverians    into  her  Service  ;  and  it  is  very 
eafy  to  fuppofe,   that  Circumftances  may  he  fuch  as  may 
oblige  us  to  keep   a   Body  of   Hanoverians  in  our  Pay  : 
Suppofe  the  French  fhould  perfiil  in  their  Defign  of  pur- 
fuing  their  Conquefts  in    Flanders^  muft  not  we  oppofe 
that  Defign  ?    ^4uft  not  we  have  an  Army  in  Flanders 
fufHcient  for   putting  a  Stop   to   the    Progrefs  of  their 
Arms  ?   Can  we  have  fuch  an  Army  v/ithout  taking  fo- 
reign Troops  into    our  Pay  ?   Suppofe  then    we  fhould 
find    it  impoflible  to  get  a  fufficient  Number  of  other 
foreign  Troops  for  that  Purpofe,  fhould  not  we  in  that 
Cafe  be  under  a  Neceflity  of  continuing  the  Whole  or  a 
Part  of  the  Hanoverians  in  our  Pay  ?     The   chief  Ar- 
gument   formerly    made   ufe  of  againfl  our   taking  or 
keeping  any  Hanoverian  Troops  in   our  Pay,  was  be- 
caufe we   Vi^ere  fure,  that  the   Elecforate  of  Hanover 
would  not  declare  or  lend  its  Troops  againft  us ;  there- 
fore it  was  faid,  that  we  ought  to  hire  the  T.'roops  of  any 
other  State  rather  than  thofe  of  Hanover^  becaufe  by 
that  Means  we  might  induce  that  State  to   declare  for 
us,    or  at    leaft    prevent    its  declaring    or  lending    its 
Troops  againft  us.     It  mufl  be  granted,  there  was  not 
much  Generofity  or   Gratitude  in  this  Argument,  but 
ilill  it  had  its  Weight  in  Politicks,  Vv^here  Generofity  or 
Gratitude  are  but  feldom  admitted,   and   the  Anfvver 
made  to  it  at   that  Time  was,  that  we  could  not  get 
any  other  Troops  to  hire.    This  was  a  full  Anfwer,  and 
was  acknowledged  to   be   fuch  by  every  Man  that   be- 
lieved   the  Fa61: ;    but  there   were    many   Gentlemen 
amongft  us  who  did  not  believe  the  Fadf,  becaufe  by 

L  3  their 
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Anno  i8.  their  not  being  in  the  Adminiftration  they  had  not  an 
Geo.  H.  1744'  Opportunity  of  being,  from  their  own  Knowledge,  af- 
fured  of  a  Fa6^,  which  in  the  common  Courfe  of 
Things  Teemed  fo  improbable,  that  they  could  not  be- 
lieve it  upon  the  Authority  of  our  then  Minifters.  Some 
c>f  tbofe  Gentlemen  have  fmce  been  taken  intojhe  Ad- 
miniftration :  They  have  now  an  Opportunity  of  judg- 
ing of  the  Fail  from  their  own  Knowledge,  and  if  they 
ftiould  now  find  the  Fa£t  to  be  true,  would  there  be 
any  Incortfifiency  of  Charaifer  in  their  altering  a  former 
Opinion,  that  depended  entirely  upon  a  Difbelief  of  a 
Paitj  which  they  now  find  from  their  own  Knowledge 
to  be  true  ? 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  if  any  Alteration  in  the  Circum- 
fiances  of  foreign  Affairs  fhould  hereafter  make  it  abfo- 
iutely  neceflkry  for  us  to  continue  a.  Body  o^  Hanoverians 
in  our  Pay,  thofe  who  formerly  oppofed  dur  doing  fo,  , 
and  have  lately  been  brought  into  the  Adminiftration, 
may  agree  to  it  without  any  Inconfiifency  in  their  Con- 
duct:, becaufe  they  may  then  with  their  own  Eyes  fee  it 
impoffible  for  us  to  get  any,  or  not  a  fufHcient  Num- 
ber of  other  Troops  to  hire,  which  is  a  Fa6l  they  could 
not   formerly  believe,    and  indeed  it  is  a  Fa£l  fo  impro- 
bable, according  to  the  common  Courfe  of  Things,  that 
it  is  not  eafy  for  any  Man  to  believe  it  upon  Authority. 
But  what  has  this  to  do  with  the  prefent  Queftion  ?  Sir, 
if  we  judge  as  Members  of  this  Houfe  ought  to  do,  I 
mean  from   Parliamentary  Knowledge  only,  we   have 
nothing  to  do  with  what    the  Queen  of  Hungary  may 
hereafter  refolve   on,  nor  with  what  future  Accidents 
may  oblige  us  to  refolve  on.    The  Cafe,  as  it  flands  be- 
fore  us  at  prefent,  from  all  the   Parliamentary  Know- 
ledge  we  have  or  can  have,  is  plainly  thus :  For  thefe 
two  Years  paft  we  have  affiffed  the  Queen  of  Himgary 
with  a  Body  of  l6,ooo  Hanoverians^  which    we  took 
into  our  Pay   iox   that  Purpofe  :    Our  Miniflers  found 
that  the  keeping  of  thefe  Hanoverians  in  our  Pay    was 
difagreeable  to  fome  Part  of  the  Nation,  theiefore,  out 
of  the  great  Regard  they  have  for  the  Satisfaction  of  the 
People  in  general,  they  have  difmilTed  them  out  of  our 
Fay  :    But  as  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ftands  in  Need  of 
as  much  Affiftance  from  us  as  ever,  they  have  refolved 
to  K^ake  it   good  by  an   Increafe  of  her  Subfidy,  and 
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an  Increafe  of  the  Number  of  Britljh  Troops  employed     Anno  is. 

in  her  Service.     The  Jatter  we  have  already  agreed  to,  Geo.  ii.  1744* 

and  now  we  are  to  confider  the  Increafe  of  her  Subiidy, 

What  have  we  to   do,  in  what  Method  fhe  may  bp 

pleafed  to  employ  it?    I  believe,  fhe  knows  better  how 

to  employ  it,    than  we  know  how  to  direct  her;  and 

therefore   we   have    nothing   to   do    but   to  confider, 

whether  fhe  may  next  Year  ftand  in  Need  of  as  much 

Affiftance  from  us  as  fhe  did  the  laft  Year  3  for  if  we 

think  fhe  does*  we  cannot  refufe  our  AfTent  to  the  Pr o- 

pofition  now  before  us.     Whether  or  no  fhe  ftands  irj 

Need  of  more,  or  v/hat  Methods  we  may  take  for  give- 

ing  her  that  additional  Afliftance  beyond  what  we  gave 

her  lafl  Year,  are  Q^ieftions  that  have  nothing  to  do  in 

this  Debate  :  We  fnall   have  a  proper  Opportunity  to 

confider  them,  when   the   Supplies  for  thofe  Purpofes 

come  to  be  afked  of  us. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Queftion,  whether 
the  Queen  oi  Hungary  may  fland  in  Need  of  as  much 
Alliftance  from  us  next  Year  as  fhe  did  the  laft,  1  think, 
it  is  a  Queftion  that  can  admit  of  no  Doubt,  with  any 
Man  who  confiders  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  Europe^ 
and  the  great  Difference  there  is  between  the  prefent 
Situation  of  that  Princefs,  and  the  Situation  fhe  was  in 
laft  Year,  when  we  continued  the  Hanoverians  in  our 
Pay  for  her  AfTiffance.  The  QuefHon,  whether  fhe  be 
engaged  in  an  ofFenfive  or  defenfue  War,  might  then 
have  been  introduced  with  fome  Sort  of  Plaufibllity ; 
but  to  talk  of  it  now,  when  the  French  have  difpolTefled 
her  oi  Anterior  Auftria^  as  well  as  a  Part  of  the  Nether- 
lands^ and  thQpruJJians  have  difpolTeiTed  her  of  the  greatefl 
Part  of  Upper  Silefia  :  I  fay,  to  make  it  now  a  Qaefiion, 
whether  fhe  be  engaged  in  an  ofFenfive  or  defenfive 
War,  feems  to  me  a  little  ftrange.  I  really  do  not  well 
know  what  to  fay  to  a  Gentleman  who  makes  this  a 
Queftion ;  becaufe,  I  think,  it  is  as  evident  as  the  Sun 
at  Noon- Day,  that  the  War  which  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary is  now  engaged  in,  is  a  defenfive  War  ;  and  if  a 
Man  fhouid  deny  or  doubt  of  his  feeing  the  Sun  at 
Noon- Day  in  a  clear  Sky,  1  am  fure,  I  fhould  not  un- 
dertake to  convince  him  of  it,  or  by  Argument  to  make 
him  confefs  it.  The  War  that  Princefs  ig  engaged  in^, 
pot  only  is  noW;  but  has  always  been  a  defenfive  War^ 

L  4.  for 
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Anno  i*^.       for  when  a  Prince  is  ur.juRIy  attacked,   though   he  fe- 
Geo.  11.  1744.    p^is  the  Attack,  and  attacks   in  his  Turn,  yet  the  War 
continues  to  be  defenfive  on  his  Part,    till  he   has  com- 
pelled his  Enemy  to  make  due  Satisfadion  for  the  unjuit 
Attack.  .     ' 

'  We  have,  therefore.  Sir,  not  the  lead  Pretence  for 
entering  into  the  Inquiry  propofed  by  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman, qr  for  delaying  the  prefent  Queflion  for  that 
Purpofe  ;  and  fuch  a  Delay  might,  at  prefent,  be  at- 
tended with  the  mofi-  fatal  Confequences,  The  Empe- 
ror of  Germany  is  juft  dead  :  The  Throne  of  that  power- 
ful Empire  is  again  become  vacant;  and  all  Parties 
have  already  began  canvaffing  and  caballing  for  a  Suc- 
cedbr  to  that  Throne.  Hovi?  much  does  it  import  this 
Nation  and  the  Common  Caufe,  to  prevent  the  Fre^ich 
Court  getting  another  Emperor  chofe  to  their  Mind  I 
If  we  fliould,  at  this  critical  Jundure,  make  the  leaft 
Hefitation  in  granting  the  ufual  Affiftance  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  it  would  damp  the  Spirits  of  all  the  Prin- 
ces in  Germany^  that  are  any  Way  in  our  Intered :  It 
might  make  feveral,  perhaps  mofi:  of  them,  refolve  to 
join  the  French  Party  in  the  Empire  ;  and  thereby 
France  might  be  again  able  to  place  one  of  its  Friends 
upon  the  Imperial  Throne.  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
that  the  Death  of  any  Prince  is  a  lucky  Accident  ;  but 
I  muPc  fay,  that  the  Death  of  the  laft  Emperor  was 
one  of  the  moft  lucky  Accidents  that  could  befal  this 
Nation  ;  and  if  we  fhould,  by  our  Jealoufies  and  Jang- 
lings  among  ourfelves,  be  prevented  from  making  the 
proper  Ufe  of  it,  I  will  fay,  we  deferve  no  Favour  from 
Providence. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  there  were  fome  Ground  for 
doubting,  if  the  present  War  be,  on  the  Part  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  a  defenfive  War  ;  and  fuppofe  our 
delaying  our  Afient  to  the  Propoiition  now  before  us, 
could  be  attended  with  no  bad  Confequences;  yet,  ne- 
verthelefs,  we  ought  not,  by  any  Means,  to  enter  up- 
on the  Inquiry  propofed  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  :  It; 
would  be  a  moft  improper  Inquiry  for  this  Houfe  to  en- 
ter into  ;  becaufe,  I  think,  it  would  be  a  moft  flagrant 
Incroachment  upon  the  chief  Prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
which  is  certainly,  by  our  Coniiitution,  vefted  w'ith 
i]x^  fole  Power  of  making  Peace  or  War.  We  are 
''■     '     •  :     •     ■  ■    not. 
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not,  therefore,  to  jud^e  whether  the  War  be,  on  the  A«'ino  i- 
Part  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  an  ofFeniive  or  a  defen-  ^^°  ^^'  ^''^^' 
five  War,  or  whether  fhe  ought  to  have  accepted  of  the 
Terms  that  have  been  offered  for  reftoring  the  Peace 
oiGermany,  To  judge  in  fuch  Cafes  is  the  fole Province 
of  the  Crown,  and  as  we  can  pafs  no  Judgment,  for 
what  Purpofe  can  we  make  any  Inquiry } 

'  What  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay  about 
the  Liberties  of  Europe  being  in  no  Danger  from  the 
prefent  ambitious  Vievv's  of  France^  was,  likewife,  in 
my  Opinion,  Sir,  talking  upon  a  Suhjed  which  is  not 
within  his  Province,  as  a  Member  of  this  Houie.  The 
Kings  of  Sweden  and  Prujfia  may  have  particular  Views 
of  their  own,  and  may  have  refolved  to  run  the  Rifk  of 
Sacrificing  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  for  the  Sake  of  get- 
ting thofe  Views  accomplilhed.  If  Men  had  not  often 
made  a  Sacrifice  of  their  Liberties  to  their  Ambition^ 
we  fhould  never  have  had  fuch  a  Thing  as  an  arbitrary 
Government  in  the  World  ;  and  Princes  are  cer- 
tainly as  much  governed  by  Ambition  as  private  Men. 
The  Dutch  too  may  have  their  particular  peafons  for 
not  engaging  as  Principals  in  the  V/ar,  though  they 
be  convinced,  that  the  Liberties  of  £'z.'r!?p^  are  in  the 
moft  imminent  Danger.  Thefe  Views  and  thefe  Rea- 
fons  may  be  eafily  guefied  at-,  but  are  not  fit  to  be  ex- 
plained in  fuch  a  public  Affembiy,  nor  is  there  any  Ne- 
ceifity  for  fo  doing ;  because,  to  determine  v/hether 
the  Liberties  of  £z/ro/!^  be  in  any  Danger,  is  the  fole 
Province  of  theCrov.'n,  and  his  Majefty  may  have  moft 
folid  Reafons  for  thinking  the  Liberties  o^  Europe  in 
Danger,  notwithflanding  theRelut^anceof  theZ)z^/fi),  and 
the  Behaviour  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Prujfta. 

*■  But  fuppofing  the  Liberties  of  Europe  not  to  be  in 
immediate  Danger,  will  any  Gentleman  fay.,  that  the 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom  are  m  no  Dan- 
ger ?  Sir,  if  the  Queen  of  Hungary  fhould  be  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  might  be  prefcribed  bv 
France,  and  if  a  new  Emperor  fhould  be  chofen  in  the 
French  Jncereft,  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  this  King- 
dom would,  in  my  Opinion,  be  ruined  beyond  Redem-p- 
tion.  We  (hould  then  be  obliged  to  ftand  fingle  and 
alone  againft  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  as  many 
of  the  other    Powers  of  Europe  as  they  could  bribe  or 

force 
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Anno  18.  force  into  their  Alliance,  among  whom  the  Dutch  might, 
Geo.  11.  J744.  very  probably,  be  one.  Could  we  fupport  even  a  naval 
War  againft  fuch  a  powerful  Alliance  ?  A  Confidence 
in  our  own  Strength  is,  I  (hail  grant,  a  very  com- 
mendable Qj^iality,  and  ought  to  be  encouraged  as  much 
as  poflibie  among  the  Vulgar ;  but  thofe  who  have  the 
Diredlion  of  our  public  Counfels,  ought  to  be  careful 
not  to  over-rate  even  our  naval  Strength,  which  is  cer- 
tainly what  we  moft  excel  in ;  and  no  Man,  who  does 
not  over- rate  our  naval  Strength,  can  fuppofe,  that  we 
Could  ftand  fingle  and  alone  againft  fuch  an  Alliance, 
becaufe,  by  having  no  Land  "War  upon  their  Hands, 
they  would  be  at  Liberty  to  turn  their  whole  Strength 
towards  their  Marine,  and  would  in  a  Year  or  two  be 
able  to  fend  out  a  more  powerful  Squadron  than  any  we 
could  fend  againft  them.  In  that  Cafe  we  fliould  certainly 
be  obliged  tofubmit  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  France 
and  Spain  might  be  pleafed  to  prefcribe,  and  from  that 
unhappy  ^ra  we  might  bid  Adieu  both  to  our  Trade  and 
2^favigation. 

'  We  fhould  upon  this  Occafion  recoiled!:.  Sir,  that 
we  were  engaged  in  a  War  with  5^^/72,  before  the  pre^. 
fent  War  upon  the  Continent  began  ;  and  by  the  Be- 
haviour of  France  in  that  War^  every  one  was  con- 
vinced, that  flie  was  very  foon  to  declare  openly  againft 
us,  or  to  a6l  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  would  have  obliged 
us  to  declare  againft  her.  For  that  Purpofe  the  was  aug- 
menting her  Navy  as  faft  as  poffible,  and  her  Seamen 
were  encouraged  to  enter  into  the  Sirvice  iA' Spain  ;  but 
the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  V  1th  gave  her 
fomething  elfe  to  think  on,  and  involved  her  in  fuch 
an  Expence  by  Land,  as  obliged  her  to  put  a  Stop  to 
her  Preparations  at  Sea.  This  is  the  true  Reafon  why 
we  are  now  fo  much  fuperJor  in  naval  Power  to  both 
France  2in6  Spain ;  for,  from  the  naval  Power  oi  France  in 
King  TVilliam^s  War,  we  may  be  convinced,  that  we 
fhould  not  have  been  now  fo  much  fuperior,  if  that  Na- 
tion had  lately  applied  themfelves  to  increafing  their 
maritime  Power,  as  much  as  they  did  about  the  Time 
of  the  Revolution  ;  and  this  they  will  certainly  do^  as 
foon  as  they  are  free  from  all  Fears  on  the  Side  of  Ger- 
Vnany, 

^  Thcfe 
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<  Thefe  Confiderations  mud  (hew  us,  Sir,  that  in  the      Anno  i%. 
prefent  War  we  have  our  own  Trade  and  Navigation,  ^^°'  "*  '7H» 
as  well  as  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  to  take  Care  of,  and  ' -~ 

that  if  the  latter  are  in  no  Danger,  the  former  cer- 
tainly are.  We  are  therefore  more  concerned  than  any 
G[her  Nation  in  Europe  to  prevent  France  from  having 
an  Influence  over  the  Empire  or  Emperor  of  Germany  ; 
and  as  our  reje6^ing  or  delaying  the  Piopofition  now 
before  us,  may  be  the  Qzu^q  oi France^  acquiring  an  In- 
fluence over  both  ;  I  am  moft  heartily  for  giving  it  an 
immediate  Approbation.' 

Lord  Strange  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  in  Subftance  as 
follows ; 
'  Sir, 

*  That  there  is  fuch  an  Agreement  already  concluded  Lord  Strange. 
with  the  Queen  of  Hnngary^  or  that  there  is  fuch  a  Re- 
folution   already  taken  by  our  Minifters,  in  relation  to 
the   16,000  Hanoverians^    as   have  been   mentioned  in 
this  Debate,  I  fhall   not  pretend   to  affirm  ;  but  this   I 
may  venture  to  prophefy,  that  during  next  Campaign 
8000    of  thofe  Troops  will    be  paid   by  the  Queen   of 
Hungary^  and  the  other  8coo  by  Great-Britain.    This, 
I  fay,  I  may  venture  to  prophefy,  «nd  this  Prophecy  is 
not  founded  upon  any  Gift  of  Prophecy,  v.'htch  is  a  Gift 
I  never  pretended  to,  but  upon  what  has  been  faid  by  an 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  in  Eavour  of  the  Motion 
now  before  us.     He  took  Care  not  to  deny,  that  there 
was  any  fuch  Agreement  or  Refolution  :  He  denied  on- 
ly that  he  had  ever  heard  of  it;    and  he  added,  that  it 
was   highly  probable  it  would    be  fo.     In   this  I  agree 
with  him  :  I  think  it  is  highly  probable  that  One-Half 
of  thefe  Troops  will,  during  next  Campaign,  be  in  the 
Pay  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  at  our  Expence,   and  the 
other  Half  in   the  Pay   of  Great-Britain,     That  this 
will  be  the  Cafe,  is,  I  fay,  highly  probable;   but    this 
Probability   do^s   not,    in  my  Opinion,  proceed  from 
the  Reafcns  affigned  by  that  Hon.  Gentleman,  but  from 
Reafons  of  a  very  different  Nature,  which  I  fhall  by  and 
by  explain.     The  Reafons  affigned  by  him,  Sir,  for  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  ^  taking  a  Body  i:^^  Hanoverians  into 
her  Pay,  v^ere,  becaufe  they  lie  moft  convenient  for  her 
Service,   and   becaufe  fhe  may  find   it  impoffible  to  get 
?  any 
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Anno  i5?.  2ny  Other  Troops  to  hire.  I  wifa  he  had  given  us  a 
/°*__*  ^'^^'^'  Reafon,  why  he  thought  that  Princefs  might  be  un- 
der a  Necellity  of  hiring  any  foreign  Troops  at  all ; 
for,  in  fmy  Opinion,  that  Neceflity  can  never  exift, 
becaufe  (he  has  fuch  Numbers  of  Men  in  her  own  Do- 
minions, and  thofe  iVien  are  generally  indued  with  fuch 
a  martial  Spirit,  and  fo  willing  to  ferve  her,  that,  as 
long  as  fhe  can  keep  PofTeffion  of  her  Dominions,  (he 
can  never  be  under  a  Neceffity  to  hire  foreign  Troops. 

'  But  now.  Sir,  fuppofmg  it  pollihle  that  this  Necef- 
fity fliould  exift,  the  Troops  of  i/^/^^'y^r  are  far  from 
being  fuch  as  lie  moll  convenient  for  her  Service.  Con- 
fidering  that  her  German  and  Italian  Dominions  are  now 
upon  all  Sides  invaded,  or  in  Danger  of  being  invaded, 
we  cannot  expe61:,  that  fhe  will  fend  any  of  her  Troops 
to  the  Netherlands^  which  of  all  others  is  the  Territory 
of  ieafl:  Confequence  to  her,  and  which  we  have  ren- 
dered of  lefs  Confequence  than  it  would  naturally  be, 
by  the  Methods  we  took  fome  Years  ago,  in  Con- 
juncfion  with  the  Dutch,  to  cramp  the  Inhabitants 
in  their  Trade.  Therefore,  if  {he  leaves  in  Flanders 
her  Troops  that  are  now  there,  it  is  the  moft  we 
can  expert  from  her.  All  her  other  Troops,  and  all 
the  Troops  fhe  can  ,  hire,  if  fhe  hires  anv,  mult 
be  employed  in  Silefta^  Bohemia^  Bavaria,  Italy,  or 
the  Upper  Rhine  ;  and  for  all  thofe  Places,  the  Siuifs, 
the  Troops  of  Saxony,  TVurtenberg,  and  every  other 
Prince  in  Germany,  lie  more  convenient,  and  are  nearer 
the  Place  of  A£lion,  than  the  Troops  of  Hanover,  as 
inuft  be  known  to  every  Gentleman  who  has  ever 
looked  upon  a  Map  of  Germany, 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  himfelf  confcious  of  the 
Weaknefs  of  this  Argument,  and  therefore  he  fupported 
it  with  averring,  not  proving,  that  the  Qiieen  of  Hun- 
gary could  get  no  other  Troops  to  hire  ;  which  he  like- 
wife  made  his  fole  Argument,  why  we  Ihould  next  Year 
continue  a  Body  of  Hanoverians  in  our  Pay  ;  and  thi^, 
be  faid,  our  new  Minifters  might  now  from  their  own 
Knowledge  be  convinced  of,  whereas  they  could  not 
laff  Year  be  convinced  of  it,  becaufe  they  had  it  only 
Vpon  the  Authority  of  our  then  Minifters.  I  hope  they 
will  excufe  me,  if  I  put,  this  Year,  as  little  Confi- 
dence in  their  Authority  nov7  they  are  Minifters,  as 

they 
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they  put,  laft  Year,  in  the  Authorit)^  oF  thofe  that  were      Anno  iS. 
then  our   Minifters  ;  for,  confidering  their    late  Con-^-'''^^'  '-'^^' 
(3u(5t,  I  do  not  think  they  can  expect  a  Grain  of  more 
Credit  from  the  Pubhc.     Therefore,  as   I  am   now  no 
more  a  Minifter  than  I  was  laft  Year,  and  confequently 
can  have  no  AfTurance  of  this  Fa6t  from  my  own  Know- 
ledge, I  muft,  from   the    common  Courfe  of  Things, 
believe,  that  if  either  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or  v/e  can 
get  no  Troops  to  hire  but  Hanoverians^  it  proceeds  not 
from  any  Impofiibility,  but  from   a  Want  of  Applica- 
tion ;    and   that  Want  of  Application    proceeds  from 
hence,  that  the  Queen  o^r  Hungary  muft,  and  our  Mi- 
nifters  chufe  to  (hew  a  greater  Regard  for  Hanover  than 
for  the  Succefs  of  the  War  they  are  now  engaged  in. 

'  This,  Sir,  naturally  leads   me  to  explain  the  true 
Reafons  why  I  think  it  fo  probable,    that  One-Half  of 
thefe  Hanoverians  will,  next  Year,  be    in    the  Pay  of 
the    Qijeen    of  Hungary^    and   the    other  Half   in   the 
Pay   of  Great-Britain.      From   what   happened  to  the 
late    limperor    Charles    the    Vlth,     in     Confequence 
of  his  fatal  Difpute  with  the  Court  of  Hanover   about 
the  Dutchy    of   Mecklenburgh,    and    from  feveral    In- 
cidents fmce  that  Prince's  Death,   the  Court  of  Vienna 
muft  be  fenfible,  how  necefTary  it  is  for  them  to  fa- 
crihce  every  Thing  to   the  Views  of  Hanover^  if  they 
intend  to  gain  the  Aftiftance,  or  pieferve  the  Friend- 
fhip  of  England.     From  hence  it  is  probable,  that  upon 
our  giving  200,000/.  additional  Salary  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary.,    {he  will,  or  rather  fhe  muft  take  8000  Ha- 
noverians into  her  Pay,  and  will  pay  over  that  Sum  to 
the  Court   of  Hanover.,   as   the  Hire   of  that  Body  of 
•Troops :  This  ftie  will,  fne  muft  do,  becaufe  the  CourC 
of  Hanover  have  a  Mind  to  have  200,000/.  of  our  Mo- 
ney i  and  hnce  they  find  they  cannot  come  atitdiredly, 
they  are  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  Queen  of  Htmgary 
as  the  Cat's  Paw  for  drav/ing  that  Sum  out  of  the  Pockets 
of  the  People  of  England  ;   which  is  a  Piece  of  low  Le- 
gerdemain that  Princefs  would  fcoin  to  fubmit  to,  If  (he 
did  not  know,  that  if  ihe  refufed,  {he  muft  expect  no 
more  Affiftance  from  this  Nation. 

'  Thus  I  have,  I  think.  Sir,  in  a  pretty  probable 
Manner,  difpofed,  at  our  Expence,  of  One- Half  of  the 
i6jOCO  Hanoverians ;  and  it  is  the  more  probable  that 

they 
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Anno  18.  they  will  be  difpofed  of  in  this  Manner,  becaufe  of  the 
Geo.  II.  ^744»_  Sum  which  our  Minifters  defire  to  be  added  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's  Subfidy  :  The  Sum  they  aik  is  200,000/. 
which  is  juft  a  little  more  than  what  we  paid  for  that 
Body  of  Troops,  according  to  the  extravagant  Price 
we  hired  them  at ;  and  the  Surplus  will,  I  fuppofe,  be 
allowed  to  the  Court  of  Hanover^  for  Waggon-Money, 
Douceurs,  and  thofe  other  Articles,  which  have  been 
brought  in  upon  us  by  Way  of  an  After- Charge,  for  the 
Maintenance  of  thofe  Troops.  Now  as  to  the  other 
Half  of  thefe.  16,000  Hanoverians,  I  fay,  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  they  will  be  continued  in  the  Pay  of 
Great-Britain  ;  but  for  Reafons  of  State,  which  have 
been  already  explained,  this  is  not  to  be  done  by  thjS 
Authority,  but  the  Approbation  of  Parliament.  "Vye 
are  not  in  this  Seffion  to  give  his  Majefty  200,000/.  or 
any  other  Sum,  for  8000  Hanoverians,  but  we  a^e  in 
this  Seilion  to  give  him,  perhaps,  a  much  larger  Sum, 
and  the  next  Seilion  is  to  approve,  by  the  Lump,  of  the 
Ufes  it  has  been  applied  to. 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  will,  probably,  be  the  Cafe;  and 
this  Probability  arifes  not  from  any  Impofiihility  of  our 
getting  a  fufficient  Number  of  other  Troops  to  hire,  but 
from  a  Refolution  in  our  Minifters  to  gratify  the  Inc!!-- 
nations  of  Hanover  as  much  as  they  can.  Thofe  Incli- 
nations are  to  get  as  much  Englijh  Money  as  poffible, 
and  in  gratifying  thofe  Inclinations,  our  prefent  Set  of 
Minifters  arc  refolved  not  to  be  behind  Hand  with  thofe 
lately  difcarded.  Thofe  of  the  prefent  Set  who  may  be 
called  old  Minifters,  have  taught  us,  by  Experience, 
that  they  are  ready  to  facrifice  every  Thing  to  the  Views 
of  Hanover ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  are  to  be  called  new 
Minifters,  have  fhewn,  by  their  fudden  Change  from 
Patriots  to  Courtiers,  without  ftipulating  any  Thing  in 
Favour  of  the  Caufe  they  had  io  long  efpoufed,  even  at 
a  Time  when  they  might  have  ftipulated  and  obtained 
whatever  they  pleafed :  I  fay,  they  have  thereby  fhewn, 
how  fond  they  are  of  Places  at  Court  ;  and  thofe  who 
have  fliewn  themfelves  fo  fond  of  getting  Places,  will, 
I  am  afraid,  do  any  Thing  to  preferve  them.  Of  this, 
I  think,  we  have  already  a  Proof,  in  the  Impofition  in- 
tended to  be  put  upon  the  Nation  by  the  Propofition 
now  before  us  3  for  I  mak«  no  Doubt  of  feeing  it  ap- 
proved 


r  i67  3 

proved  of  by  fome  amongft  us,  who  have,  in  former    Anno  i«. 
Seffions,  and  while  they  bore  the  auguft,  though  lately  Geo.  ii.  1744, 
difgraced  Name  of  Patriot,  with   great   Teeming  Zeal 
oppofed  our  having  any  Hanoverian  Troops  in  Britijh 
Pay.  ' 

*  An  Hon.  Gentleman  afked,  Sir,  what  has  this  to 
do  with  the  prefent  Quellion  ?  What  Bufmefs  have  we 
now  to  inquire,  whether  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  to 
take  a  Body  of  Hanoverian  Troops  into  her  Pay,  or 
whether  a  Body  of  thofe  Troops  is  to  be  continued  in 
our  Pay  ?  Sir,  has  this  Houfe  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Nation's  being  choufed,  cheated,  andimpcfed  on  ?  Have 
we  nothing  to  do  with  our  being  made  a  Party  in  car- 
rying on  that  public  Cheat  ?  The  Propofition  now  be- 
fore us  is  the  firft  Step  :  If  we  agree  to  it,  I  make  no 
Doubt  of  our  agreeing  to  the  fecond,  I  mean  a  Vote  of 
Credit  j  and  if  we  agree  to  both,  our  Minifters  may, 
perhaps,  be  confidered  as  the  Contrivers,  btit  we  fhall 
be  confidered  as  the  Executioners,  in  cheating  the  Na- 
tion out  of  400,000  /.  I  fay  cheating.  Sir,  for  1  can 
call  it  by  no  fofter  Name.  If  it  be  neceflary  for  us  to 
continue  the  Hanoverian  Troops  in  our  Pay,  let  it  be 
done,  in  God's  Name  I  as  it  was  donelaft  Year,  openly, 
avowedly,  and  above  Board  :  If  it  be  not  neceflary  to 
continue  thofe  Troops  in  our  Pay,  let  them  be  openly 
difmifled,  and  the  People  eafed  of  the  Burden  of  main- 
taining them.  But  do  not  let  us  give  Countenance  to 
a  Meafure,  which,  in  the  beft  Light  it  can  be  viewed 
in,  muft  be  called  a  Deceit :  It  may,  perhaps,  be  cal- 
led a  Pia  Fraus^  a  holy  Cheat ;  but  as  our  Reh'gion 
ftands  in  Need  of  none  fuch,  I  hope  the  good  Senfe  of 
our  People  will  always  prevent  its  being  neceflary  to 
introduce  any  fuch  Cheats  into  our  Syftem  of  Politicks. 

'  This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  confider  the  Cafe  as  it  was 
ftated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fupported  the  Mo- 
tion now  before  us  with  fo  much  Art  and  Eloquence- 
He  told  us,  that  our  Minifters,  from  their  great  Affec- 
tation of  Popularity,  had  difmiflTed  the  Hanoverians  out 
of  OUT  Pay  :  But,  fays  he,  as  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
ftands  now  in  Need  of  as  much  Afliftance  from  us  as 
before,  fince  we  have  withdrawn  the  Hanoverians  from 
her  Afiiftance,  we  mufl:  make  it  good  to  her  another 
Way  J  and  our  Minifters  have  refolved  to  do  it  by  in- 
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Anho  i8.  cfeafingthe  Number  of  5nV//6  Troops  employed  In  her 
.17^4.  5gj.yj^,g^  and  by  increafmgher  Subfidy.  Sir,  if  they  put 
us  to  as  great  an  Expence  in  Money,  and  a  greater  Ex- 
pence  in  Blood,  I  do  not  think,  the  People  are  much 
obliged  to  them  for  the  Wifdom  of  their  Meafures  ;  but 
to  wave  this  Point,  becaufe  it  will  come  more  properly 
to  be  confidered  in  the  next  enfuing  Seffion,  1  muft  in- 
fift  upon  it,  that  we  are  not  to  confider  what  Affiftance 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  Hands  in  Need  of,  but  what  we 
are  obliged  and  able  to  give  her.  I  make  no  Manner  of 
Queliion,  but  that  for  accomplifhing  all  the  Queen  of 
Hungarf^  Views,  fhe  {lands  in  Need  of  more  Allillance 
than  we  have  ever  given,  or  can  give  her  ;  but  are  we 
obliged,  is  it  our  Intereft,  or  is  it  in  our  Power,  to  af- 
fift  her  in  the  Accomplifhment  of  all  her  Views  ?  No, 
Sir:  We  are  obliged  to  affift  her  in  the  Defence  of  her 
Dominions,  and  no  farther,  at  leall:  fo  far  as  I  know  ; 
and  though  they  be  now  attacked  upon  every  Side,  yet 
if  thofe  that  attack  her  be  willing  to  give  over  their 
Attack,  and  leave  her  in  the  peaceable  PolTelHon  of  all 
the  Dominions  in  Germany  that  properly  belong  to  her, 
upon  her  fubmitting  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace, 
furely  we  are  not  obliged  to  affift  her  in  continuing  the 
War  after  having  rejc(5led  fuch  Offers  of  Peace :  At 
leafl,  we  are  not  obliged  to  affift  her  with  any  more 
than  the  Quota  of  Troops,  or  Money,  that  has  been 
itipulated  by  Treaties.  1  fhall  admit,  that  the  V^ar 
may  continue  defenfive  on  her  Part,  till  (lie  has  com- 
pelled thofe  who  have  attacked  her  to  make  Satisfaftion 
for  their  unjuft- Attack j  but  by  our  Guaranty  of  the 
Fragmatic  SanSiion  we  are  not  obliged  to  affift  her  in 
obtaining  that  Satisfaction,  and  by  our  defenfive  AHi- 
ance  with  the  Emperor  in  the  Year  17 16,  we  are 
obliged  to  affift  in  obtaining  Satisfaction,  only  if  poffible; 
fo  that  by  tliat  Treaty,  if  it  were  in  Force,  which,  I 
think,  it  is  not,  we  are  not  now  obliged  to  affift  in  ob- 
taining Satisfaction,  becaufe  it  is,  in  my  Opinion,  ab^ 
folutely  impoffible,  as  the  Affairs  of  Europe  are  fituated 
atprefent.  We  are  not  therefore  obliged  by  any  Treaty 
to  affift  her  in  obtaining  Satisfaction  :  If  we  were,  it  is 
neither  for  our  Intereft  nor  in  our  Power  at  prefent  to 
do  fo  ;  and  furely,  n.o  Nation  can  be  obliged,  even  by 
the  moft  folemn  'Ereaty,  to  do  more  than  is  in  their 

Power 


.  ^  '*9  ] 

Power  to  66,  it  being  a  known  Maxim  in  Equity,  as     Anno  18. 
WA\  as  Law,  that  Impojjtbilmm  nulla  OhVigatio  eft.  p'^^-  ^^-  ^744* 

'  It  is  therefore  evident,  Sir,  that  the  proper  QiJe- 
ftion  now  hefore  us  is  not,  what  AiTiftance  the  Qrieen 
of  Hungary  may  ftand  in  Need  of,  but  what  Aiiiiiance 
we  are  bound  by  Treaty,  or  for  the  Sake  of  our  own 
Intereft,  to  give  her  ;  and  for  determining  this  Queftion, 
it  is  certainly  necefTary  for  us  firfi:  to  examine  all  the 
Pro  ^olitions  of  Peace  that  have  been  lately  made  to  her. 
Till  we  have  do^e  that,  we  ought  to  delay  coming  to 
any  Refolution-  upcn  the  Mot  on  nov/  made  to  us. 
Againfi:  this,  an  Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  feveral  Ob- 
je6tions5  which  I  fhaii  beg  Leave  to  examine.  Such  a 
Proceeding,  he  faid,  might  be  attended  with  the  moft 
fatal  Conlequences,  becaufe  it  might  again  enable 
France  to  place  one  of  her  Friends  upon  the  Imperial 
Throne.  Sir,  there  is,  and  always  muft  be,  fuch  a 
Jealoufy  Tubfifting  between  the  Germanic  Body  and  the 
Kingdom  of  France^  that  the  Electors  of  the  Empire 
v/ill  never  be  diredled  by  France  in  their  Choice  of  an. 
Emperor,  uniefs  they  are  forced  to  it  by  the  Ambition 
of  the  Houfeof  Auftria  ;  and  therefore  we  Ihould  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  of  fupporting  that  Houfe  in  any  fuch 
ambitious  Defigns,  as  may  force  the  Ele(5tors  and  Prin- 
ces of  the  Empire  to  throw  tbemfelves  into  the  Arms  of 
France.,  for  Protection  againft  the  ambitious  Defigns 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  \  I  may  now  fay,  the  Houfes  of 
Auftria  and  Brunfiuic ;  for  as  the  latter  has  now  the 
Power  of  England,  I  fear,  too  much  at  its  Command, 
if  they  two  (hould  jnn,  they  might  certainly  opprefs 
the  Liberties  of  Germany,  if  it  were  not  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  France.  This,  therefore,  inftead  of  being  an 
Argument  againft,  is  a  (Irong  Argument  for  our  in- 
quiring into  all  the  late  QfFers  that  have  been  made  for 
reftoring  th^  Peace  of  Germany,  before  we  come  to  any 
Refolution  upon  the  Motion  now  made  to  us. 

'  But,  fays  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  fuch  an  Inquiry 
would  be  a  flagrant  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown,  becaufe  the  Crown  has  the  foie  Power  of 
making  Peace  and  War.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  allow  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  poflefs  lucrative  Places  under  the  Crown, 
to  put  what  Conitru6l!on  they  pleafe  upon  every  Prero- 
gative of  the  Crown,  we  ihould  meet  here  for  no  other 

Vol.  IL  M  Purpofe^ 


[    170    ] 

Anno  !?.  Purpofe,  but  to  grant  what  Sums  of  Money  the  Crown 
Geo.  II.  1744.  (I^iould  pleafe  to  demand,  and  to  pafs  fuch  Laws  as  the 
Crown  fhould  pleafe  to  prefcribe  ;  and  I  am  afraid,  it 
will  come  to  this  at  lafl-,  if  many  of  thofe  mercenary 
Advocates  for  Prerogative  be  not  foon  turned  out  of 
this  Houfe.  The  Crown,  it  is  true,  has  the  fole  Power 
of  making  Peace  and  War  ;  out  has  not  this  Houfe, 
with  the  Confent  of  the  other,  the  Power  of  granting 
Money  ?  And  as  we  have  the  Power  to  grant,  have  we 
not  the  Power  to  refufe  ?  When  a  Sum  of  Money  is 
aflced,  ought  we  not  to  examine  into  the  Reafons  for 
afking  it,  in  order  to  determine  whether  we  (hall  grant 
or  refufe  it?  And  when  a  Sum  of  Money  is  afked  for 
carrying  on  a  War,  can  we  examine  into  the  Reafons 
for  afking  it,  without  examining  into  the  Motives  for 
declaring  War,  and  the  Methods  for  carrying  it  on  ? 
Can  we  do  this,  without  examining  into  the  Negotia-r 
tions  for  preventing  the  War,  and  the  Propofitions  that 
have  been  made  for  putting  an  End  to  it  ?  What  is  now 
propofed  would  therefore  be  no  Incroachment  upon  the 
Prerc^gatives  of  the  Crown,  but  a  Fulfilling  of  that  Duty 
which  we  owe  to  our  Country. 

'  Upon  another  Account,  likewife.  Sir,  we  may 
have  Occafion  to  inquire  into  the  Management  of  a 
War,  or  the  Negotiations  for  preventing  or  putting 
an  End  to  it,  without  incroachingupon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown.  However  high  thofe  Prerogatives  may 
be  carried  by  thofe  who  poffefs  lucrative  Places  under 
the  Crown,  I  hope,  they  will  allow,  that  this  Houfe 
may  fometimes  offer  its  Advice  ;  and  whether  they  al- 
low it  or  no,  I  will  infifl  upon  it,  that  we  are  bound 
to  do  fo,  as  often  as  we  have  the  leaft  Reafon  to  fuCpeS:, 
that  our  Sovereign  has  been,  or  may  be,  ill  advifed  by 
his  Minifters,  in  the  Exercife  of  any  Prerogative.  Mi- 
nifters,  it  is  well  known,  endeavour  to  find  out  the  go- 
verning PafHons  of  their  Mafter,  and  to  indulge  thofe 
Paflions  often  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Public.  When 
this  is,  or  is  fufpeded  to  be  the  Cafe,  we  may,  and 
ought  to  interpofe  with  our  Advice  ;  and  in  Order  to 
enable  us  to  give  a  proper  Advice,  we  ought  to  make 
all  fuch  Inquiries  as  may  be  any  Way  neceflary  for  our 
Information.  It  is  our  prefent  Misfortune,  that  our 
King  has  a  foreign  Dominion,  where  he  and  his  An- 
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f.edors  have  reigned  for  many  Ages:  There  he  was  Anno  1 8. 
born,  there  he  was  brought  up,  there  he  was  married,  and  ^^^-  ^''  '744* 
became  the  Father  of  feveral  Children,  before  he  ever 
faw  this  Kingdom  :  It  is  but  natural,  it  is  highly  com- 
mendable, in  him  to  have  a  Love  for  his  native  Coun- 
try ;  and  we  have  many  Reafons  to  fufpeil,  that  this 
commendable  P^flion  has  been  tpo  much  indulged  by  his 
Minifters.  Suppofe  this  (iiould  be  the  Cafe  with  regard 
to  the  War  in  Germany  :  Suppofe  the  moft  equitable 
Terms  of  Peace  h^ve  been  refufed,  becaufe  they  con- 
tained nothing  for  the  Advantage  of  Hanover ;  might 
not  we,  ought  not  we,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  to  interpofe 
with  our  Advice;  and  muft  not  Vv'e,  for  that  Pur- 
pofc,  make  an  Inqiiiry  into  the  Terms  that  have  been 
cite  red  ? 

'  Suppofcj  Sir,  that  this  was  the  Caufe  of  the  Flames 
of  War  being  lafl  Summer  rekindled  in  Germany :  Sup- 
pofe it  to  be  now  the  Caufe  of  the  War's  being  conti- 
nued in  that  Country  :  Can  any  Gentleman  imagine, 
that  this  Caufe  would  be  openly  avowed  ?  No,  Sir  : 
This  Settling  of  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe^  the  Se- 
curing of  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  thefe  Kingdoms, 
would  be  the  Caufes  pretended.  We  find  it  is  (o ;  but 
if  fhe  Liberties  oi  Europe  be  in  Danger,  I  muft  fay,  it 
is  verv  ftrange,  that  the  Minifters  or  no  State  in  Europe 
can  fee  this  Danger,  except  ours,  and  thofe  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia ^  who  expe6l 
to  get  by  the  Event  of  the  War.  I  never  before  took 
our  Minifters  to  be  more  quick-fighted  than  the  Mini- 
flers  of  other  Nations ;  and  yet  fo  blind  are  all  other 
States,  that  none  of  them  perceive  any  Thing  of  this 
Danger :  Even  Hanover  itftlf  perceives  nothing  of  it, 
as  we  muft  fuppofe,  from  its  having  never  yet  contri- 
buted any  Thing  towards  the  carrying  on  of  the  War ; 
for  what  it  did  the  Year  before  laft,  was  done  for  the 
Glory  of  its  Prince,  and  not  for  the  Sake  of  carrying 
on  the  War.  This,  I  think,  fhould,  at  leaft,  furnifh 
us  with  aSufpicion,  that  the  Liberties  of  £z^r^/>^  are  not 
in  fuch  Danger  as  is  pretended,  and  this  Sufpicion  (hould 
make  us  inquire  into  the  prefent  State  of  foreign  Affafrs, 
before  we  agree  to  this  Propofition. 

'  As  to  the  Danger  which  the  Trade  and  Navigation 

of  thefe  Kingdoms  may  be  in  frc-m  the  Event  of  thepre- 
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Anno  18.  fent  War,  I  am  furprrzed,  Sir,  to  hear  it  mentioned 
i^«-u— I?_^  by  thofe,  who,  ever  fince  the  War  \nGer7nany  began, 
have  entirely  neglected  our  War  with  Spain,  which  is 
the  only  one  that  can  properly  be  called  our  own.  Can 
we  ever  force  Spain  to  any  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace, 
by  carrying  on  a  War  in  Germany  ?  If  we  had  put  an 
End  to  the  War  in  Germany,  both  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  we  fl-jould  have  been  at  more  Liberty  to  profe- 
cute  the  War  in  Italy  with  Vigour;  and,  I  am  fure,  it 
would  have  been  much  more  difficult  for  France  to  carry 
on  a  War  in  Ilaly  than  upon  her  own  Frontier ;  yet  this 
foe  mufl  have  done,  other  wife  Spain  w^ould  have  deferted 
her,  and  would  have  agreed  to  the  moft  reafonable  Terms 
of  Peace  we  could  demand. 

*  Sir,  if  we  had  defigned  to  render  the  prefent  War 
of  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Trade  and  Naviga- 
tion of  thefe  Kingdoms,  we  could  not  have  chofen  z 
more  effectual  Method,  f«r  that  Purpofe,  than  the  Me- 
thod we  have  taken  in  the  Profecution  of  it.  By  encou- 
raging the  Queen  o^ Hungary  to  hope,  by  Means  of  our 
Affiftance,  for  obtaining  an  Equivalent  or  Satisfa6tion 
from  France,  we  have  revived  the  Jealoufy  of  the  Ger- 
man  Princes,  the  Event  of  which  may  be,  that  both 
file  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  may,  at  laft,  be  forced  to 
defert  us,  and  leave  us  to  ftand  fmgle  and  alone  in  a  na- 
val War  againft  the  whole  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  after  our 
Revenues  have  been  all  exhaufled  by  an  expenfive  Land 
War,  and  our  Trade  ruined  by  our  negleding  the  War 
by  Sea,  for  the  Sake  of  carrying  on  the  War  by  Land. 
If  this  fnould  be  the  Cafe,  we  might  have  great  Rea- 
fon  to  fear  the  Event  of  a  naval  War  againft  the  joint 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  the  more  fo,  be- 
caufe  the  Nations  around  us  would  fliake  their  Heads 
and  fa) ,  we  had  met  with  nothing  but  what  we  de- 
ferved.  Whereas,  if  we  take  Care  to  manage  our  Re- 
venues, and  preferve  our  Trade,  and  never  meddle 
with  the  Affairs  of  the  Continent,  but  when  the  Liber' 
ties  of  Europe  are  in  real  Danger,  and  when  moft  of  the 
Princes  thereof  unite  ip  calling  upon  us  for  Affiftance, 
we  (hould  have  no  Occafion,  even  by  ourfelves  alone, 
to  fear  the  Event  of  a  naval  War  with  the  whole  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  ;  and  as  for  the  other  Princes  and  States  of 
EuropCy  cfpecially    the  Dutch^  they   would  be  always 
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t-eady  to  join  with    us,  rather  than   againft  us.     No-     Anno  18. 
thing  can  prevent  this,  but  our  playing  the  Bufy- Body,  Geo.  ll,  1744. 
and  fomenting,  upon  all  Occafions,  the  Differences  in   V,.    .-i^—  ■;-; 
Europe,   for  the  bake  of  gaining   Tome  little  additional 
Territory  to  that  Electorate,  for  which,  J  fear,  our  Mi- 
nifters,  even  at  this  Time,  have  a  very  partial  Regard. 

'  There  never  was,  therefore,  in  loy  Opinion,  a 
Time  when  it  was  more  neceilary  for  this  Houfe  to  in- 
terpofe  with  its  Advice  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  I  hope, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  poitpone  his  Motion,  till  we 
have  fuch  Lights  as  may  enable  us,  confiftently  with  our 
Dignity  and  our  Duty,  to  determine,  whether  we  are  to 
3gree  with  this  Propofition  or  no/ 

Feb.  21.    Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Refolutio-s  of 
Ways  and    Means,    the   following    Refolutions,    viz.  the  Committee 
That  towards  raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  "^  ^^^>^  ^"'^ 
I.  An  additional   Duty  of  8/.  ^^r  Tun,  on  all  French 
Wines,  and  of  4  /.  per  Tun,  be  paid  on  all  other  Win^s 
imported   into    Great-Britain,     1.   That  the   Sum  of 
Two  Millions  be  raifed  by  Annuities  and  a  Lottery,  and 
charged  upon  the  faid  additional  Duties:   Which  Refo- 
lutions were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  25.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Rgfol-jtmns  of 
Supply,  the  following  Refolutions,  "yzz.  i.  That  57,965 /.  the   Coma^ictee 
j9  J.   2  i  ^.   be  granted  for  the  Allowance  of  eight  Weeks  °^  ^"PP'y/ 
Pay,    to    the  Troops    of  Hanover.,   for    their  Return, 
computed  from  Dec,  25,  1744,   to   the  Time  of   their 
Discharge.     2.  That    23,360/.    be  granted,    to  com- 
plete   and   finifh  the  Works  necefiarv  for  opening  the 
Harbour  of  Rye^    in  Sujfex,  and  rendering  it  more  ofe- 
ful  and   commodious.      3.  That    10,000  /.   be  granted, 
tipon  Account,   towards  the  Support  of  Greenwich  Hof- 
pital,  ^c.  tffc.      Which  Refolutions  (after  a   Divifion 
upon  the  fecond)  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  26.  Ordered,  Nemine  Contradicente.,  That  it  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  Caufe  of  the 
Mifcarriage  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  in  the  Adion  lafl 
Year,  near  Toulon.^  in  the  Mediterranean^  againft  the 
combined  Fleets  of  France  and  Spain. — Refolved,  That 
the  faid  Committee  be  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
and  that  this  Day  Fortnight  the  Houfe  refolve  itfelf  into 
the  faLd  Committee.     The  Motion  for  this  Committee 
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Anno  is.       was  made  by  Major  ^Selwyn,  who  introduced  it  in  the 
f;^;;Ji^^    following  Manner : 
^  '  Sir, 

Debate  on  ap-  *  I  fhouid  not  have  trcfpafied  upon  you,  at  this, 
pointing  a  Com- Yi me,  had  I  not  bten  importuned  by  many  without 
intoThl'^Mi^fcar-  Doors,  and  not  by  a  few  from  aimoft  every  Corner 
riage  in  the  Me-  within  ;  and  although  1  may  have  Jefs  Reafon  to  confide 
diterrarean.  jn  my  own  Abih'ties  than  any  other  Member  of  this 
ajor  e  wy  .  jf^Q^^g^  y^^  jf  J  ^^g  ^^^  Times  more  unequal  to  the 
Tafk  I  am  going  to  undertake,  1  fhouid  have  Refolu- 
tion  enough  to  attempt  it:  After  fo  many  Solicitations, 
however  others  may  account  for  their  Silence  in  a  Mat- 
ter of  the  greateft  Importance  to  this  Kingdom,  yet  I 
am  one  of  thofe  that  cannot.  Human  Nature,  Sir,  is 
liable  to  err,  and  if  I  fhouid  happen  to  err  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  I  flatter  myfelf  the  Error  will  be  of  the  right  Side, 
becaufe  I  fhall  err  with  the  People.  No  Nation  was 
ever  yet  unhappily  engaged  in  a  War,  without  being 
fubje(^to  fuch  Calamities  as  are  but  too  grievous  in  their 
own  Nature  to  admit  of  any  other  than  what  are  ufuai 
and  unavoidable  :  So  that  if  the  People  are  ftill  unable 
to  brook  their  being  difappointed  of  a  glorious  Vi£lory 
over  the  Spaniards  in  the  Mediterranean^  it  is  the  lefs 
to  be  wondered  at,  fince  it  was  ftrongly  fufpe£l:ed,  that 
an  evil  Genius  ruled  at  the  Vice- Admisal's  Helm.  And 
fuppofing  that  to  have  been  the  Cafe,  he  might  as  w^ll 
have  furled  all  his  Sails  as  not  to  have  bore  down  upon 
the  Enemy,  in  Aid  of  his  gallant  Leader,  fo  apparently 
overpowered  and  in  Diftrefs ;  therefore,  if  it  is  poilible 
to  produce  you  a  Briton  fufpeded  of  being  fo  far  actuated 
by  Pique  or  Refentment,  as  to  proftitute  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  a  Force  ever  formidable  to  all  that  have 
hitherto  contended  with  it :  If  it  is  but  the  general  Ru- 
mour, that  the  facrificing  of  a  Superior  was  a  Paflion 
more  predominant  in  him  than  a  Zeal  for  the  Service  of 
his  Country,  why  then  let  him  have  the  earlieft  Day  to 
clear  himfelf  of  fuch  an  Imputation  :  An  Imputation  of 
^  fuch   Barbarity  and  Difhonour,   give  me  Leave  to  tell 

you.  Sir,  is  not  io  eligible  as  Death  itfelf  !  It  is  there- 
fore for  the  Sake  of  doing  common  Juftice  to  the  Cha- 
raders  of  thofe  concerned,  I  chiefly  rife,  and  fliall 
clofe  what  I   have  to  offer   with  a  Motion  to  obtain 

what 
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what  ouc^ht  to  be  fet    in   the  trueft   and    moft   public      Anno  i^. 
Light.    °  ,      Geo.11.x74;. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  with- 
out Doors,  and  that  the  Power  of  Court- Martials,  or 
other  inferior  Courts,  is  not  extenfive  enough  to  pro- 
cure fuch  Evidence  as  may  be  requifite  to  enlighten 
them  in  a  Matter  of  fo  nice  a  Nature,  as  is  that  of  Cha- 
ra6ter,  without  your  Aid  and  Indulgence.  Sir,  the 
French  have  one  general  Maxim  among^l:  them,  which 
they  feldom  fail  of  putting  in  Execution,  whenever  it 
ferves  their  Turn  ;  and  that  is,  to  betray  all  thofe  who 
depend  upon  them  ;  therefore  it  was,  that  they  deferted 
and  bore  away  from  the  Spanijh  ¥\t&io^  Toulon^  which 
gave  ours  fuch  an  Advantage  over  them,  as  is  hardly  to  be 
thought  of  or  exprefTed  with  common  Temper,  becaufe 
it  is  highly  improbable  that  an  Opportunity  can  ever 
happen  again  fo  much  to  our  Advantage  ;  never thelefs, 
is  it  not  fit  that  the  People  fhould  be  informed  how  we 
came  to  lofe  this  Opportunity,  at  a  Time  when  great 
Matters  were  expected,  after  a  vaft  Expence ;  when, 
inftead  of  acquiring  PJonour  and  Glory  to  this  Nation, 
alas  I  our  bright  Sunfhine  was  fuddenly  eclipfed  in  a 
Cloud  of  Infamy  and  Reproach  ? 

'  Sir,  although  thofe  who  have  the  Honour  to  ferve 
by  Sea  or  Land,  may  wear  the  Livery  of  the  Crown, 
they  are  ftill  but  the  Servants  of  the  Stite;  in  that 
Light  their  Conduit,  as  well  as  their  Grievances,  come 
within  our  Cognizance,  and  every  individual  Adan  of 
them  may  be  ace  rdingly  rewarded  or  ftigmatized  by 
us,  who  are  not  only  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Na- 
tion, but  the  Grand  Liqueft  too:  So  that  whenever  we 
inquire  into  a  Breach  of  Truft  or  NeglecSt,  thus  noto- 
rioufly  grievous  to  the  Community  ;  U'e  then  do  vi'hat  ? 
why,  jud  no  more  than  r^iove  within  our  proper 
Sphere;  as  it  is  one  of  the  firft  and  principal  Articles  of 
our  Inftitution  ;  the  Taxation  of  the  Subject  being  hut 
a  fecondary  Confideration  j  although  our  modern  Com- 
plaifance  has  given  it  the  Preference  of  all  others,  yet 
we  may  do  it  or  let  it  alone  ;  and  when  our  Anceflors 
refufed  to  come  into  the  Supply  upon  fome  particular 
Occahons,  they  were  in  the  Right  of  it :  It  was  to  their 
eternal  Honour  and  Renown,  and  we  at  this  Day  enjoy 
the  Benefits  of  that  laudable  Spirit. 

M  4  '  Sir, 
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Anno  iS.  *  Sir,  I  wifh  what  is   reniarked  of  us  by  StrangerSa 

Geo  ll>  1744.  was  not  quite  (b  true,  that  if  England  was  but  fo  faith- 
fully ierved  as  France^  and  other  Countries,  we  might 
give  Laws  to  the  Continent ;  for  who  pays  better,  but 
who  puniflies  lefs  than  we  do  ?  And  that  is  the  Reafon 
why  we  have  been  fo  often  betrayed  both  Abroad  and  at 
Home  ;  why  we  are  always  fo  liable  to  be  ill  ferved. 
Was  there  ever  a  State-Vulture  brought  to  a  Reckoningg^ 
that  pleaded  the  general  IfTue  ?  No,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, oblique'y  owned  the  Bill,  by  recriminating  upori 
his  PredecefTors,  and  that  he  had  done  nothing  but  what 
was  the  known  Practice  of  thofe  that  went  before  him. 
Thus,  even  criminal  Precedents  are  the  Pleas  the  People 
of  this  Nation  are  but  too  fhamefully  fond  of;  yet,  God 
be  thanked  !  fuch  Pleas  are  but  too  m.ean  and  contempti- 
ble in  their  own  Nature,  to  be  admitted  of,  in  the  moft 
inferior  Courts  of  Juftice ;  why  then  ihould  they  pre- 
vail at  a  more  folemn  Tribunal  ? 

'  Sir,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  amongft  Toreigners 
the  Amor  Patri^s  is  ftrongly  imbibed  by  them.  We  call 
it  Public  Spirit,  but,  alas  \  who  is  it  araong  us  that 
may  venture  openly  to  avow  that  Principle  ?  In  this  de- 
generate, immoral  Age,  a  Man  may  boaft  of  his  PIo- 
nour  and  Virtue  ;  nay,  he  may  pretend  to  fomething 
l^ill  more  extraordinary  5  he  may  pretend  toPatriotifm  J^ 
but  which  of  us,  I  pray  you.  Sir,  has  not  obferved  what 
a  wretched,  pitiful  Figure  party  Patriotifm  has  made 
f  r  three  Years  lafl  paft  ?  Whereas  true  Patriotifm  was 
never  yet  confined  or  attached  to  any  Side,  or  to  any 
Setof  Men  whatfoever.  No,  that  Prirxiplexronfrantly 
purfues  fuch  Meafures^  as  jftrike  the  Mind  with  an  In-  ' 
difFerency  to  Perfons  cautious  only  with  RefpecSt  tQ 
Things. 

\  *  Sir,  it  is  but  a  melancholy  Circumllance  to  reflect 
upon,  that  if  the  major  Part  of  cur  Fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean had  done  their  refpe6live  Duties,  or  exerted 
themfelves  in  any  Proportion  with  the  Honourable  Gen- 
tleman that  commanded,  and  his  Second,  whofe  Lofs 
tp  this  Nation  can  never  be  too  much  lamented,  in  all 
Probability  we  had  not  yet  been  at  War  with  France ; 
becaufe  nothing  is  more  plain  and  obvious  to  me,  than 
that  the  French  defigned  we  fliouid  have  deftroyed  the 
Spanijh  Fleet  i  nay,  they  v/ere  furprizcd  that  thirteen  of 

our 
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our  Ships  of  the  Line  fhould  be  kept  at  Bay  by  only/w      AnnoiS. 
of  the  Spanip  Fleet,  negleaed  and  in  a  Manner  deferted,  P^^"^J_^' 
by  their  Allies ;  for  which  Neglect,  though    attended  "'*'~^ 

with  no  ill  Confequences,  the  French  Admiral  was  re- 
buked at  his  Return  Home,  by  Way  of  Conipliment  to 
the  Spanijh  Court. 

*  if  this  Mifcarriage  is  not  enquired  into,  1  dread 
its  Gonfequences  during  the  Courfe  of  this  War ;  a 
Mifcarriage,  Sir,  that  has  brought  fuch  a  Difgraceupon 
the  Flag  of  England-^  that  Flag,  Sir,  which  never  flew 
before  upon  the  Ocean  without  carrying  Terror  with  it 
to  every  maritime  Power,  but  is  now  become  the  ScofF, 
the  By-word  of  France^  whofe  People  (liake  their  Heads 
at  it,  and  at  this  Day,  they  ferve  up  the  Adiion  near 
Toulon^  as  a  Burlefque  Entertainmentj  upon  the  feveral 
Stages  of  their  Playhoufes. 

"-  Surely,  Sir,  fuch  a  Slur  upon  the  Credit  of  our  na- 
val Force  hath  made  a  Wound,  for  which  nothing  lefs 
than  a  Cc  nfultation  of  the  whole  Houfe  can  point  out 
the  moft  expeditious  Remedy  :  If  we  negledl:  this,  I 
prophefy,  thai  your  next  Campaign  in  Flaiiders  will  fur- 
nifli  the  French  with  frem  Materials,  fufficient  to  com- 
pleat  another  Drama.  I  ought  to  know  the  Difference, 
Sir,  and  I  may  with  Confidence  afTert,  that  the  martial  - 
Spirit  of  this  Nation  is  far  from  being  wound  up  to 
that  heroic  Pitch  it  vi^as  at  during  the  lafl  War,  either  by 
Sea  or  Land,  although  we  are  at  full  as  great  an  Ex- 
pence,  with  a  much  lefs  formidable  Alliance.  Sir,  Ex- 
amples ivere  always  of  greater  Weight  than  Precepts ; 
for  if  Offenders  are  f^ill  to  efcape  witn  Impunity,  I 
doubt,  in  thefe  our  Days,  there  are  but  i^.^^  yea,  very 
few,  that  will  fear  the  Violation  of  Truff,  Honour,  or 
Virtue  ;  and  therefore,  I  humbly  move,  Sir,  That  it  be 
referied  to  a  Cofninittee^  to  inquire  into  the  Caufe  of  the 
Mifcarriage  of  his  Majefif  s  Fleet  in  the  Aolion^  lafi  Tear^ 
near  Toulcn,  in  the  Mediterranean,  againjl  the  com- 
binsd  Fleets  ^'^France  <?;7^  Spain.' 

The  Motion  was  feconded  by  Velters  Cornwall^  K(t^; 
who  declared  himfelfin  Subftanceas  follows: 
*  Sir, 
'  My  Duty  to  my  Country,   and  my  Duty  to  my  Veltets  Corn- 
^eareft  and  deareft  Relation,  force  me  up  to  fecond  the  wall,  Eftj: 

Motion 
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Anno  1 8.      Motion  that  the  worthy  Gentlemen  behind  me  has  Co 
Geo.  II.  1744.    properly  made  you  ;  but  1  muft  always  call  the  Day  he 
"  ~      '  has  mentioned  cruel  as  well  as  honourable  :    However, 

His  faltefn  accumukm  cknis^  et  fungar  Inani 
Munere — 

And  to  fay  the  Truth,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  and  I 
have  frequently  before  now^  intended  to  move  a  Queftion 
of  this  Sort,  but  we  have  as  often  expeded  it  to  come 
from  more  able  Gentlemen  now  m  my  Kye,  as  one 
Condition,  fine  qua  non,  of  their  Change  of  Situation  ; 
more  than  Half  of  the  Seffion  is  lapfed,  and  not  one  of 
thefe  Conditions  is  fulfilled. 

'  Sir,  almoft  all  the  Money  is  given,  not  only  the 
moft  believing,  and  moft  fanguine  Country  Gentleman 
can  raife,  but  that  the  moil  devoted  Courtier  can  afk, 
but  not  a  fingle  Grievance  has  been  re.drefTed  ;  fhould 
not  thefe.  Sir,  and  our  Supplies  proceed  pari  pajju? 
Let  us  therefore,  for  Shame  I  make  a  Beginning  with 
this  ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  redrelTed  but  by  Inquiry,  let 
us  now  exercife  one  of  our  fundamental  Rights,  which 
our  Infatuation  (not  Corruption,  to  be  fure)  has  fo  long 
fufpended,  that  it  is  almoft  loft. 

'  There  is  not  a  Man  in  the  Nation  who  does  not 
know,  in  his  private  Capacity,  that  there  has  been  great 
Mifconduft,  nay.  Cowardice,  fomewhere  or  other  in 
the  Commanders  of  this  Englijh  Armada.  Should  not 
then.  Sir,  even  our  Minifters  themfelves  have  laid  the 
Whole  before  Parliament  ?  But  which  of  us,  in  his 
public  Capacity  here,  has  heard  a  Word  of  it  ?  Do 
none  of  our  Minifters  recolle£l:  what  was  done  when 
the  Duke  of  Tork  commanded,  in  the  Time  of  King 
Charles  the  lid  ;  and  Admiral  Rujfel^  in  that  of  King 
William?  And  thefe,  Sir,  were  in  fome  Sort  Vi<5lories; 
for  although  in  the  former,  the  Dutch  burnt  fome  of 
our  Ships  at  Chatham^  yet  before  they  got  back,  we 
funk  and  deftroyed  twenty  of  their  capital  Ships,  though 
fuperior  to  us  in  Number  ;  and  although  in  the  latter, 
we  deftroyed  fixteen  of  the  French  Men  of  War,  for 
which  the  Admiral  had  the  Thanks  of  both  Houfes, 
and  was  created  Earl  of  Torrington^  yet,  Sir,  thofe 
Princes  were  advifed,  unaddrefted,  to  lay  thefe  Matters 

upon 
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upon  your  Table  ;  and   I  read  in  your   Journals,  that     Anno  i2. 
Cenfures  were  pafTed  on  particular  Parrs  of  thefeTianf-  ^^''*  "•  '744- 
actions.  _     ,^««--^ 

*  But  now.  Sir,  though  rnore  than  a  Twelvemonth 
ago,  forty  Ships  of  England  rpade,  with  Difficulty,  a 
drawn  Battle  of  it  againit  30  of  the  combined  Fleets, 
yet  the  Parliament  of  England  is  told  nothing,  nor  has 
afked  a  finale  Queftion  concerning  it, 

«  Therefore,  for  God's  Sake,  Sir,  for  the  Sake  of 
common  Senfe,  as  wf^ll  as  Juftice  and  our  own  Honour, 
let  this  Inquiry  he  haflened,  and  I  frjali,  for  the  Sake  of 
Form,  trouble  you  with  tv/o  fubfequert  Motions,  vi%. 
That  it  may  be  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and 
next.  That  this  Houfe  do,  on  this  Day  Fortnight,  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
this  Matter.  Our  Journals  juftify  the  Form  and  Me- 
thod of  Proceeding;  and  if  any  Gentleman  has  Objec- 
tions to  the  Thing,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  Lifts  with  him  ;  for  though  on  any  other  Subje6f  I 
fhould  be  foon  vanquilhed,  yet  on  this  felf-evident  Pro- 
pofition,  I  cannot  but  thing  of  obtaining  a  complete 
Victory.' 

To  this  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  Felham  anfwcred,  to 
the  following,  Effect : 

*  I  do  not  rife  up  to  juftify   the  Conduct  of  anv  of  Heivry  Pelham, 
our  Admirals,   or  other  Officers  concerned  in  the  Ac-  ^'^^^ 

tion  near  Toulon^  nor  (liall  I  be  fo  rafh  as  to  condemn 
any  of  them  unheard.  1  (hall  admit,  tliat  confidering 
the  Superiority  we  had  over  the  Enemy  in  Number, 
and  Strength  of  Ships,  the  Nation  had  Reafon  to  ex- 
pect a  much  more  decifive  Action  in  our  favour;  but 
in  Engagements  at  Sea,  as  well  as  Land,  there  are 
numberlefs  Accidents  that  may  deprive  us  of  Victory, 
without  any  bad  Conduct,  and  that  even  when  we 
have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  expecSt  making  our  Victory 
complete.  Upon  that  Occafion  it  muft  be  allowed, 
we  obtained  a  Vi6tory,  though  it  was  far  from  being  fo 
complete  as  we  had  Reafon  to  expert.  Whether  our 
Difappointment  was  owing  to  Difobedience,  Cowar- 
dice, bad  Conduct,  or  Accident,  I  fhall  not  take  upon 
pie  to  determine,  ncr  do  I  think  it  a  Queftion  proper 

for 
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Anno  iS.  for  this  Houfe  to  inquire  into ;  and  this,  Sir,  is  what 
Geo.  II.  1744-  calls  me  up  upon  thisOccafion.  The  Motion  now  made 
is,  I  am  fenfible,  a  very  popular  one;  but  I  have  three 
very  material  Obje6lions  to  its  being  agreed  to.  In  the 
firft  Place,  I  think,  it  would  be  an  Incroachment  upon 
the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown ;  In  the  next,  I  think  it 
would  be  below  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  becaufe  it 
would  be  defcending  to  take  upon  us  what  properly 
belongs  to  one  of  our  inferior  Courts:  And  in  the 
third  Place,  it  would  be  a  Breach  of  one  of  the  moft 
equitable  and  known  Maxims  of  our  Conftitution,  that 
no  Man  ought  to  be  fubje<Sled  to  two  Trials  for  one  and 
the  fame  Fa(Sl:. 

'  As  to  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  Sir,  I  hope 
it  will  be  granted,  that  as  the  executive  Part  of  our 
Government  is  lodged  in  the  Crown,  all  Crimes  ought 
to  be  tried  in  the  King's  Courts.  In  Cafes  of  extraor- 
dinary Nature^  indeed,  where  the  Criminals  have  been 
fo  artful  as  to  guard  againft  any  Conviction  by  the  ordi- 
nary Methods  of  Trial,  or  where  they  are  fo  high  in 
the  King's  Favour,  that  no  Juftice  is  to  be  expeifled, 
nor  any  flri^t  Profecution,  in  the  King's  Courts,  the 
Parliament  may  then  interpofe,  and  may  proceed  againft 
fuch  Criminals  either  by  Impeachment,  Bill  of  Attain- 
der, or  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  as  a  Foundation  for 
which,  a  previous  Inquiry  may  be  fometimes  neceflary. 
But  is  there  any  Thing -like  this,  in  the  Cafe  now  be- 
fore us?  A  Trial  before  a  Court-Martial,  appointed  by 
the  King  for  that  Purpofe,  is  the  proper  Method  efta- 
blifhed  by  our  Conftitution,  for  trying  and  punifhing 
any  OfBcer  in  our  Army  or  Navy,  who  {hall  be  guilty 
of  Difobedience,  Cowardice,  or  any  other  Crime  in  his 
military  Capacity.  Can  it  be  faid,  that  any  of  the  Of- 
ficers who  had  the  Command  of  our  Squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean^  have  been  fo  artful  as  K)  elude  any 
Conviction  before  a  Court-Martial,  if  they  have  been 
guilty  either  of  Difobedience  or  Cowardice  ?  Can  it  be 
faid,  that  any  of  them  are  fo  high  in  the  King's  Favour, 
that  no  Juftice  is  to  be  expected  againft  them,  in  a 
Court-Martial  appointed  by  the  King?  Sir,  I  have 
never  heard  any  fuch  Thing  fo  much  as  pretended : 
If  any  of  them  have  been  guilty  of  a  military  Crime, 
they  may,  they  certainly  will  be  tried  and  punifhed  for 

it 
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It  by  a  Court-Martlal,  according  to  the  ufual  Method  Anno  i\ 
prefcrlbed  in  fuch  Cafes  by  our  Conftitution  ;  and  if  Geo.  II.  i744» 
they  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  Mifconducl  as  evidently 
fhews,  that  they  ought  never  to  be  again  trufted  with 
fuch  a  Command,  the  King  is  the  fole  Judge,  and  no 
Man  who  knows  any  Thing  of  his  Majefty's  true  Re- 
gard and  ardent  Zeal  for  the  public  Service,  can  fup- 
pofe,  that  he  will  negle6t  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct 
of  every  OfEcer  he  employs,  or  that  he  wiil  ever  again 
employ  an  OfHcer  whofe  Capacity  has  besn  once  found 
to  be  deficient. 

'  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I  muft  loik  upon  the  In- 
quiry now  propofed,  as  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown;  and,  I  think,  it  is  defcending^ 
very  much  beneath  our  Dignity.  National  Grievances 
may  deferve  the  Notice  of  this  auguft  Afienibly ;  .but 
provincial  and  particular  Nufances  are  only  fit  for  the 
Prefentment  of  a  Grand-Jury  :  So  Minifters  of  State, 
and  other  Counfeilors  to  our  "Sovereign,  are  the  proper 
Obje^is  of  our  Inquiry,  when  they  are  fufpec^ed  of  hav- 
ing given  bad  Advice  to  their  Maf^er ;  or  of  having 
betrayed  the  Counfels,  or  incroached  upon  the  Liber- 
ties of  their  Country  ;  but  lower  Criminals  ought  to  be 
left  to  the  CorreiSiion  of  inferior  Courts.  We  rBay,  I 
think,  with  equal  Dignity  and  Propriety,  ufurp  the  Bu~ 
finefj  of  the  King^s  Bench^  by  inquiring  into  the  Con* 
6\iSt  of  a  Man  who  is  fufpefbed  of  Murder,  Burglary, 
or  Larceny,  as  to  ufurp  the  Bufmefs  of  a  CourC-Mar- 
tial,  by  inquiring  into  the  Conda6l  of  an  OfHcer  who 
is  fufpecled  oi  Cowardice  or  Difobed'^nce.  Criminals 
of  this  Sort,  Sir,  are  a  Game  too  low  for  this  Affem- 
bly  to  fly  at.  If  they  fnould  be  unjuPcly  acqcitted  or 
Condemned,  we  might,  U'ithout  going  out  of  our  Pro- 
vince, inquire  into  the  Conduit,  and  punifb  the  In- 
JDftice  of  the  Judges,  becaufe  an  unjuft  Judge  is  a  na- 
tional Grievance;  but  as  to  the  Criminal  himielf,  even 
fuppofmg  he  had  been  acquitted  through  evident  Par- 
tiality, we  could  not  properly  bring  him  again  upon 
his  Trial  by  any  parliamentary  Profecution  ;  becaufe  it 
would  be  a  Breach  of  that  Maxim  in  our  Government, 
that  no  Man  is  to  be  fubjetSted  to  two  Trials  for  one 
and  the  fame  Fact  or  Crime, 

*  I'^his 
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Anno  j1  e  y^jg  brings  me,  Sir,  to  the  third  Obje^lion  I  have 

^"^  '  l,^J"^'  mentioned,   which   is,  That  by  the  Inquiry  iiow  pro- 
pofed,   the  Gentlemen  whofe  Conduct  is  to  be  the  Sub- 
ject: of  our  Inquiry,  might  be  fubjecSled  to  two  Trials^ 
before  two  different  Judicatures,  for  one  and  the  fame 
Crime.     That  this  would   be  the  Confequence  muft  be 
acknowledged  ;  or  otherwifc  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
that  fuch  an  Inquiry  would  be  a  dire61:  Attack  upon  one: 
of  the  befi  known   Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.     That 
the  King  has  a  Power  to  try  and  punifh,  by  Means  of 
a  Court- Martial,  any  Officer   in  his  Aimy  or  Navy^ 
v;ho  has  been  guilty  of  any  Crime  in  his  military  Ca- 
pacity,  will,   I  believe,  be  univerfally  admitted  :     Sup- 
pofe  then  we  fliould   agree   to  this   Inquiry,    and   that 
upon   fuch  Inquiry  the   Condu6l  of  all   thefe  Officers 
ihould  be  ap[)roved  of,  would  this  preclude  the  King  from 
trying  any  of  them  afterwards  by  a  Court-Martialf   If 
this  Queftion   be  anfwercd  in  the   Affirmative,  then  1 
will  fay,'that  fuch  an  Inquiry  would  be  a  dire(5l  Attack 
upon  one  of  the  beft- known  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown^ 
and  might  be  the  Caufe  of  very  great  Confufion  in  our 
Army;  for  if  a  Gentleman,    who  had  a  great  Interefi 
and  many  Friends  in  this  AfFembly,  (hould  be  guilty  of 
Mutiny,  he  might  get  an  Inquiry  into  his  Condu6t  fet 
on  foot  here,  on  Purpofe  to  prevent  his  being  tried  and 
condemned  by  a  Court- Martial.     But  if  the  Queftion 
I  have  afked  fhould  be  anfwered  in  the  Negative,  then 
it  muft  be  granted,  that  after   thefe  Gentlemen    have 
gone  through  an  Inquiry  in   this  Houfe,    they  may  be 
again  tried  for  the  fame  Fafts  or  fuppofed  Crimes  by  a 
Court- Martial ;  and  confequently  the  Inquiry  now  pro- 
posed will  be  a  Breaking  in  upon  the  Maxim  of  never 
fubjeiting  a  Man  to  two  Trials  for  one  and  the  fame 
Fa6f,  which  is,   in  my  Opinion,  one  of  the   beft  Max- 
ims in  our  Government,  and  one  of  the  moft  favour- 
able for  the  Subje£^,  therefore,  I  hope,  it  never  will  be 
departed  f/om. 

'  There  is  another  ReaAm,  Sir,  that  fhall  always  make 
me  fhy  of  bringmg  the  Condu6l  of  any  Officer  before 
this  Houfe  ;  for  popular  Afl'emblies,  generally  in  fuch 
Cafes,  rather  try  the  Fortune  than  the  Condu6l  of  the 
Commander.  They  make  no  Ailotvances  for  human 
Weaknefs,   when  an    Army   or   Squadron  happens  to 

meet 
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meet  with  a  Misfortune  ;  whereas  Succefs  v^^ill  with  Anno  iS. 
them  cover  the  greateft  Folly  and  maddeft  Raftinefs,  or  ^'°'  "•  *744. 
the  moft  glaring  Inftances  cf  MifconducSi:,  I  fhall  grants 
Sir,  that  this  Houfe  has  been  lefs  guilty  of  fuch  Extra- 
vagances than  any  other  popular  Allembly  we  read  of; 
but  vet  it  has  feldom  happened,  that  ever  any  Officer's 
Condu6^,  when  inquired  into  by  this  Houfe,  came  off 
without  fome  Cenfure  at  leaft  ;  and  I  do  not  find,  that 
we  ever  inquired  into  the  Condu6^  of  any  Officer  that 
came  off  v/ith  Succefs  in  an  Engagement,  or  warlike 
Expedition,  though  our  Hiftories  inform  us,  that  in 
many  Encounters,  our  Commanders  came  off  Victors, 
when  by  their  bad  ConducSt,  or  rafti  Attempt,  they  de- 
ferved  to  have  been  foundly  beat.  I  muft,  therefore, 
be  of  Opinion,  that  in  fuch  Cafes  a  Council  of  War, 
or  a  Court-Martial,  appointed  by  the  King,  who  has 
certainly  an  Intereft  in  being  prudently  as  well  as  faith- 
fully ferved,  is  a  more  proper  Tribunal  for  examining 
into  the  Conduit  of  any  warlike  Expedition,  than  this 
Houfe  can  pretend  to  be  ;  for  many  of  us  are  certainly 
rot  duly  qualified  for  being  Judges  in  any  fuch  Cafe, 
and  thofe  who  have  neither  Knowledge  nor  Experience 
to  judge  of  ihe  Matter  before  them,  muft  be  guided  in 
their  Judgments  by  Authority,  by  general  Clamour,  by 
private  Paffion,  or  by  fomething  that  is  not  Reafon. 

'  What  I  now  fay,  Sir,  may,  pt^haps,  feem  ftrange 
to  many  Gentlemen  that  hear  me  :  They  may  think 
that  common  Senfe  ar.d  Reafon  are  fufficient  for  judg- 
ing of  the  Conduit  of  a  Sea  Engagement;  but  if  this 
Motion  be  agreed  to,  and  the  Inquiry  entered  upon, 
they  will  foon  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  what  I 
fay.  Moft  of  us.  I  believe,  will  foon  find  ourfelves  in 
a.  Labyrinth,  when  we  begin  to  hear  the  Evidence  of 
our  Seamen  upon  this  Subject.  So  far  from  underttand- 
ing  the  Matter,  very  few  of  us  will  underiland  the  Lan- 
guage; therefore,  before  we  enter  into  the  Inquiry  pro- 
pofed,  I  think,  we  fiiould  order  a  Diilionary  of  Sea 
Terms  to  be  compofed,  and  fuch  a  Number  of  Copies 
to  be  printed  as  may  be  fufficient  for  the  Members  of 
the  Houfe.  But  when  we  have  done  this,  and  when 
every  Member  has  made  himfelf  (o  much  Mafter  of 
this  Didionary,  as  to  be  able  to  underftand  the  Lan- 
guage of  the  Witneffes,  how  fhall  we  judge  whether 
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Anna  i^.  the  Orders  given  were  proper,  or  whether  it  was  pof- 
Geo.  II.  1744.  fiy^  j.^3  comply  with  them  ?  If  we  truft  to  the  Opr^ 
^^"■■'^ — ^  nion  of  the  WitncfTes  that  are  to  be  examined,  we  may 
depend  upon  it,  and  I  Ihall  not  fcruple  to  prophefyj 
that  we  (hall  find  it  to  be,  So  many  Men,  lb  many 
MifKls:  Every  Seaman  will  give  his  Opinion,  and  his 
Reafons  for  his  Opinion  5  but  how  fhall  Gentlemen, 
who  never  were  at  Sea,  judge  of  his  Reafons  \  And  if 
we  cannot  judge  of  his  Reafons,  by  what  Rule  (hall 
we  prefer  the  Opinion  of  one  Seaman  to  another? 
Thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  furnifh  me  with  another 
very  ifrong  Argument  againft  tlie  Motion  ;  becaufe  from 
them  I  am  convinced,  that  it  will  be  irnpoflible  for  us, 
by  fuch  an  Inquiry,  to  give  any  Satisfa6lion  to  the 
People,  to  gain  any  Honour  to  ourfelvcs,  or  to  do  any 
Judice  to  the  Gentlemen  whofe  Condudl:  we  are  to  in- 
quire into.  Therefore,  in  the  Light  1  behold  this  Mo- 
tion at  prefent,  I  cannot  approve  of  it,  but  fhall  fuf-^ 
pend  my  Judgment  till  I  hear  what  other  Gentlemen 
fay  upon  the  Subjedf.' 

Mr.  Pelharris  Opinion  was  fupported  by  George  LyU 
telton^  Efq;  who  fpoke  to  the  following  Effect : 
'  Sir, 
Geo.  Lyttdton,      '  ^^J  ^■^^"-  ^""ir^tl  near  me,  has  fo  fully  (hewn  the 
Ef^j    ,  Irregularity,  Inconvenience,  and  Inutility  of  our  going 

into  the  Inquiry  propofed,  that  I  can  add  but  very  lit^ 
tie  to  what  has  been  (o  well  faid  by  him  upon  the  Sub- 
je6i: ;  but  as  I  confider  this  Moiton  not  only  as  an  At- 
tack upon  the  knov/n  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  but 
as  an  Attempt  againft  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe,  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  give  my  Teflimomy  in  the  moft 
open  Manner  againft  it.  The  fole  and  fupreme  Com- 
mand of  our  Armits  both  by  Sea  ar^d  Land  is,  I  think, 
one  of  the  moil:  known,  and  one  of  the  mofl  necefTary 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  We  have  been  for  many 
Years  paring  down  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  and  many 
of  thofe  Parings,  1  fhall  grant,  were  necefTary,  becaufe 
they  were  but  ufelefs  or  dangerous  Excrefcences,  that 
had  been  made  to  grow  up  by  the  Art  of  Miniflers ; 
but  if  you  cut  away  from  the  Crown  its  Power  over 
our  Armies  either  by  Sea  or  Land,  you  cutaway  that  in 
which  its  very  EfTence  confifts ;  and  fhould  you  oncq 
5  V  go 
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go  this  Length,  I  fhould  expert,  in  a  fhort  Time,  to  fee     ^nno  ig. 
the  Royal  Dignity  voted  ufelefs,  as  the  other  Houfe  Geo.  ii.  1744* 
was  about  a  Century  ago. 

'  Now,  Sir,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  more 
dire<El,  what  more  efredual  Method  Can  be  taken,   for 
gripping   the  Crown  of  its   Power  over   our  Armies, 
than  that  of  our  taking   into  our  Hands  the  Power  of 
punifhing  and  rewarding  our  Officers  and  Command- 
ers.   The  next  Step  would  certainly  be  our  taking  into 
bur  Hands   the  Power  of  appointing  and    preferring 
thern  ;  and  then  v/e  mighty  whenever  we  pleafed,  vote 
both  the   regal   Dignity,   and  the  Houfe   of  Lords   to 
be  ufelefs  Incumbrances  upon  the  Government  of  thefe 
Kingdoms.    Thefe,  1  fay,  would  be  natural  Confequen- 
ces  of  our  taking  into  our  Hands  the  Power  of  punifh- 
ing and  rewarding  the  Officers  and  Commanders  of  our 
Armies;  and  I  fubmit  to  the  Judgment  of  Gentlemen 
who  have  a  Regard   for  our   prefent  happy  Eftablifh- 
ment,  whether  the  Motion  now  before  us  is  not  a  di- 
recS^  Step  towards  our  afTuming  fuch  a  Power.     If  par- 
liamentary Inquiries   into  the  Conduct   and  Behaviour 
of  our  Officers,  fhould   once  be  introduced,   it  would 
fighify  nothing  to  an  Officer,  to  approve  himfelf  a  brave, 
a  prudent,  and  a  faithful  Servant  to  his  Sovereign  ;  if  he 
did  not  manifeft  himfelf  to  be  a  ready  and  obedient  Ser- 
vant to  a  Majority,  perhaps  a  republican  Majority  in 
this  Houfe,  an  Inquiry  into  fome  Part  of  his  Conduct 
would  be  fet  on  Foot,  and  by  the  liTue  of  that  Inquiry, 
he  would  find   himfelf  difmiffed   the  Service,   perhaps 
banifhed  his  Country.     On  the  other  Hand,  if  an  Of- 
ficer fhould  be  difmiffed  by  his  Majefty,  as  a  Stirrer  up 
of  Mutiny  and  Sedition,  or  as  a  Promoter  of  republi- 
can Principles,  as  fuch  an  Officer  would  of  Courfe  be  a 
Favourite  with  fuch  a  Majority  in  Parliament,  an  In- 
quiry into  the  Caufes  of  his  Difmiffion  would  certainly 
be  fet  on  Foot,  and  upon  that  Inquiry  the  King  might 
be  obliged,  under  Pain  of  having  no  Supplies  granted, 
not  only  to  reftore  fuch  an  Officer  to  his  Commiffion, 
but   to   punifh,  or,  at  leaft,  remove  thofe  who  were 
the  Caufe  of  his  being  difmifTed.    One  Example  of  each 
of  thefe  Kinds  would  entirely  change  the  Dependence 
of  the  Officers,  both  of  our  Fleets  and  Armies :    They 
would  no  longer  truft  to,  or  depend  upon  the  Grown 
Vol,  IL  N  for 


[  iS6  ] 
Anno  i8.  for  their  Commiffions  or  Preferment,  but  upon  the 
Geo.  II.  i744«  Houle  of  Commons;  and,  I  am  very  fure,  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  that  would  give  fuch  a  Stab  as  this  to  the 
Royal  Dignity,  would  (hew  very  little  Regard  to  it  in 
any  other  Particulars  They  v/ould  take  every  Oppor- 
tunity to  render  it  contemptible,  that  when  they  had 
rendered  it  fuiHcienily  contemptible,  they  might  eahly 
lay  it  afide. 

«  Sir,  I  know  how  unacceptable  a  Thing  it  is  to 
talk  againft  the  Power  of  this  Houfe,  or  to  fay,  we  have 
not  a  Power  to  do  whatever  we  v^'iil ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  every  one  of  the  three  Branches  of  our  Legiflature 
has  its  proper  Powers.  To  the  Power  of  the  three  to- 
gether no  Boundary  is,  or  can  be  fet,  but  by  God  Al- 
mighty; but  to  the  Power  of  each  feparately,  there  is, 
by  our  Conflitution,  a  Boundary  prefcribed  ;  and  when 
any  one  of  the  three  exceeds  that  Boundary,  not  only 
the  other  two,  but  the  People  have  Reafon  to  com- 
plain, becaufe  the  Happinefs  of  the  People  depends  upon 
the  Prefervation  and  Obfervance  of  that  Boundary.  It 
muft  be  confeiTed,  that  this  Houfe  has  feveral  Times, 
of  late  Years,  exceeded  this  Boundary :  By  leaping  over 
all  Boundaries  about  a  Century  ago,  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe  brought  moft  terrible  Calamities  upon  the 
Nation,  and  were,  at  hft,  by  one  of  thofe  remarkable 
Turns  of  Providence,  themfelves  turned  out  of  Doors, 
by  the  Creatures  of  their  own  begetting.  In  King 
Charles  the  lid's  Time,  we  began  again  to  exceed  thofe 
Boundaries  which  our  Conftitution  has  prefcribed,  I 
mean  in  the  Cafe  of  what  was  then  called  7'he  Abhor- 
rers  ;  and  by  fo  doing,  we  raifed  fuch  a  Spirit  among 
the  People  againft  our  Proceedings,  that  we  found,  at 
laft,  we  durft  not  venture  to  enforce  an  Obedience  to 
our  own  Orders  ;  even  Magna  Charta  itfelf  was  pleaded 
againft  u?.  In  King  Willianis  Time  we  likewife  be- 
gan to  get  a  little  out  of  our  due  Limits,  with  Regard 
to  the  Lords  then  under  Profecution  for  having  advifed 
the  Partition  Treaty,  which  produced  the  famous  Ken^ 
tijh  Petition,  and  the  Legion  Letter  and  Memorial ;  in 
which  Metnorial,  we  were  accufed  of  dij'countenancing 
the  legal  Profecution  of  Offender i  in  the  ordinary  Courfe 
of  Law, 

^  Thift 


[     18;     i  _       ^ 

*  1  his,  Sir-  was  one  of  the  Accuf-itions  brought-  Anno  iS. 
againft  us  at  that- Time;  and  if  we  proceed  to  [he  ^^"' ^J-  '744- 
Inquiry  propufed,  1  very  much  apprehend,  that  the 
lame  Accufation  will  be  brought  againil:  us  by  the  Peo- 
ple without  Doors  upon  this  Occalion.  A  Courc-Mar- 
tial  is  already  ordered  to  examine  into  the  Conduct  of 
all  thofe  Officers  who  are  accufed  of  any  Failure  in 
Duty,  in  the  AxC^ion  near  Toulon.  This  Coujrt-Martial 
v/ill  proceed  to  Buhnefs,  as  foon  as  the  proper  and  ne- 
ceiTary  Witnefies  are  come  Home  ;  but  if  you  proceed 
to  an  Inquiry,  thiws  Courr-Martial  cannot  begin;  and  if 
your  Inquiry  fhould  end,  as  I  am  perfuaded  it  will^ 
without  the  Difcovery  of  any  Crime,  or  the  Punifh- 
ment  of  any  Criminal,  the  People  will  certainly  accufe 
you  of  having  difcountenanced  the  legal  Profecution  of 
Offenders  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Law. 

'  I  have  fiid,  Sir,  that  I  am  perfuaded,  your  Inquiry 
will  end  wit'nout  the  Difcovery  of  any  Crime,  or  the 
Tunifhment  of  any  Offender.  My  Reafons  for  being 
perfuaded  of  this  are,  becaufe  all  the  neceffary  Wit- 
neffes  are  not  yet  arrived,  nor  can  arrive  befose  your 
Inquiry  muft  be  put  an  End  to  by  a  Prorogation  ;  and 
becaufe,  if  they  were  all  arrived,  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  Gentlemen,  who  underftand  nothing  of  Sea 
Affairs,  to  determine  what  is,  or  what  is  not  criminal, 
in  the  Conduct  of  a  Squadron,  or  a  Ship  of  V/ar.  If 
we  give  atiy  Judgment,  the  Judgment  of  moft  of  us 
muit  be  founded  upon  the  Authority  of  thofe  who 
uridc/ftand  Sea  Affairs ;  and  whatever  other  Gentlemen 
may  do,  I  .(hail  never,  as  a  Judge,  condemn  a  Man  a^ 
a  Criminal,  upon  the  Authorify  of  any  other  Perfon 
whatfoever.  On  the  contiary,  as  every  Man  is  to  be 
fuppofed  innocent  till  he  is  found  to  be  guilty,  I  fhould 
give  my  Negative  to  the  Sentence,  unlefb  1  were,  from 
my  own  Knowledge  and  Judgment,  fully  convinced  of  his 
being  gudty.  i  from  hence  forefee,  Sir,  that  upon  the 
Inquiry  propofed,  we  muft,  at  ieaft  the  greateft  Part  of 
us  muO,  commit  an  Act  of  Injuflice,  or  forfeit  our 
Credit  with  the  People.  If  we  condemn  any  of  thofe 
Officers  without  being  in  our  own  Minds,  and  from  our 
own  Judgment,  convinced  of  their  Guilt,  we  commit 
an  Ad:  of  Injuuice  :  if  we  acquit  them  all,  Vv^e  fhall 
be  accufed  of  having  difcountenanced  the  legal  Profs- 
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cution  of  OfFentJers  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Law. 
One  of  thefe  mult  be  the  Confequence  of  our  entering 
upon  this  Inquiry  ;  and  in  either  Cafe  we  fhall  very 
much  derogate  from  our  Dignity,  and  from  that  Cha- 
ra6ter  which  we  ought  to  maintain  among  the  People 
without  Doors ;  therefore  I  wifh  no  fuch  Queftion 
had  been  moved,  becaufe,  I  think,  it  will  be  dangerous 
for  us  either  to  agree  or  difagree  to  the  Motion.' 

Thomas  Winning  ton,  Efq;  fpoke  next,  In  Subftance  as 
follows : 
'  Sir, 
Tho.  Wirwiing.      '  A  Spirit  of  Inquiry  feems  of  late  Years  to  have 
ton,  Eiqi  taken  the  Afcendant  in  the  Thoughts  of  feveral  Gen- 

tlemen of  this  Houfe,  and  by  this  Motion  it  feems  (till 
to  prevail,  notwithftanding  the  little  EfFetSt  it  has  hi- 
therto produced.  Such  a  Spirit,  I  Qiall  grant,  is  often 
of  fignal  Service  to  a  free  State,  when  properly  em- 
ployed, and  kept  within  due  Bounds ;  but  we  (hould 
take  Care  not  to  give  Way  to  this  Spirit  when  there  is 
no  Occafion  for  a  parliamentary  Inquiry,  nor  to  allow 
it  to  lead  us  into  an  Inquiry  about  Matters  which  can- 
not come  properly  under  our  Cognizance,  or  which 
we  «annot  inquire  into  with  any  EfFetSi.  When  we  do 
fo,  we  fhall  always  find  ourfelves  difappointed,  and  that 
Difappointmcnt  not  only  diminifties  our  Authority  with- 
out Doors,  but  it  may  give  fuch  a  Check  to  the  Spirit, 
as  may  prevent  an  Inquiry  when  it  becomes  neceflary 
as  well  as  proper. 

*  The  Inquiry  now  propofed.  Sir,  is  fubjecSt  to  every 
one  of  the  Objections  I  have  mentioned  :  There  is  at 
prefent,  I  think,  no  Occafion  for  a  parliamentary  In- 
quiry of  any  Sort:  The  Matters  propofed  to  be  inquir- 
ed into  are  fuch  as  cannot  come  properly  under  our 
Cognizance  ;  and  they  are  fuch  as  we  cannot  inquire 
into  with  any  EfFe£l.  Befides  all  this.  Sir,  it  has  al- 
ways been  allowed  to  be  dangerous,  during  the  Con- 
tinuance of  a  War,  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct  of  it, 
or  into  the  Conduct  of  any  particular  Expedition;  be- 
caufe no  fuch  Inquiry  can  be  carried  on,  without  dif- 
covering  fome  Secrets  to  the  Enemy,  that  may  be  of 
great  Service  to  them  in  the  future  Profecution  of  the 
War.     For  my  owh  Part,  I  am  not  learned  enough  in 
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Sea  Affairs  to  point  out  the  Secrets  that  may  by  this     Anno  iS, 
Inquiry  he  difcovered  to  the  Enemy;  but  in  general  I  ^*°'  ^^-  '744* 
may  obferve,  that  we  are  fuperior  in  naval  Skill  as  well  ^"    "V"*   -' 
as  naval  Strength  to  any  of  our  Neighbours  :  Our  Of- 
ficers and  Seamen  know  better  than  either  the  French 
or  Spaniards^  how  to  fight  a  fingle  Ship,  as  has  appear- 
ed from  many  Tnftances  even  in  the  prefent  War,  and, 
I  hope,   our  Admirals  know  better  how  to  conduit  a 
Squadron.     Now,  if  we  enter  upon  this  Inquiry,  what 
muft  be  the  Confequence  ?    A  great  many  of  our  Of- 
ficers and   Seamen  muft  be  examined  at  our  Bar  :    In 
that  Examination  they  muft  difcover   and  explain  all 
they  know  touching  the  Methods  of  fighting  a  Ship, 
or  condu6fing  a  Squadron.     They  will  certainly  do  fo, 
in  order  to  juftify  or  condemn  the  Admirals  or  Officers 
whofe  Conduct  we  are  to  inquire  into :     Will  not  this 
communicate  a  great  Deal  of  Knowledge  to  the  Ene- 
my ?  And  will  not  this  Knowledge  be  of  great  Service 
to  them  in  the  future  Profecution  of  the  War? 

'  This  alone,  Sir,  ought  to  be  a  prevailing  Argu- 
ment with  us  not  to  enter  upon  any  fuch  Inquiry  at  this 
Time  ;  but  befides.  Sir,  where  is  the  Neceffity  for  a 
parliamentary  Inquiry  ?  If  any  of  the  Admirals  or  Of- 
ficers of  that  Squadron  failed  in  their  Duty,  may  not 
that  Failure  be  in<]uired  into,  may  it  not  be  condignly 
punifhed  by  a  Court-Martial  ?  Can  it  be  faid,  that  the 
Government  has  been  guilty  of  any  Negledt  or  afFecSled 
Delay  in  this  Refpeil:?  Can  it  be  faid,  that  any  Court- 
Martial  have  negleded  to  do  their  Duty,  or  that  they 
have  partially  acquitted,  when  they  ought  to  have  con- 
demned ?  In  either  of  thefe  Cafes,  Sir,  there  might  be 
fome  Foundation  for  propofing  a  parliamentary  In^ 
quiry ;  but  that  either  of  thefe  is  the  Cafe,  has  not,  fo 
far  as  I  have  heard,  been  fo  much  as  fuggefted.  1  am 
fure  it  cannot,  with  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Reafon,  be  faid, 
that  the  Government  has  been  guilty  of  any  Negledt 
or  affected  Delay  in  appointing  a  Trial  by  a  Court- 
Martial  ;  becaufe  it  is  well  known,  that  many  of  thofe 
WitneiTes,  who  muft  be  examined  before  the  Court- 
Martial  appointed  to  inquire  into  this  Affair,  are  ftill  in 
the  Mediterranean^  and  muft  be  brought  Home  before 
any  fuch  Court-Martial  can  be  appointed.  The  Go- 
vernment has  therefore  been  guilty  of  no  Negleft  in  not 
N  3  having 
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Anno  iS.  baving  hitherto  appoinred  a  Coart-Martial  for  Inquir- 
Geo.  II.  1744.  ing  into  the  Conduct  of  that  Engagement ;  and  as  no 
fuch  Court-Martial  has  been  as  yet  appointed,  it  can- 
riot  furely  be  faid,  that  any  Court-Martial  has  in  this 
Rerpe(3:  negleded  to  do  their  Duty,  or  that  they  have 
paffed  a  partial  Sentence. 

'  ParHamentary  Inquiries  or  Profecutions,  Sir,  may 
be  brought  in  Aid  of  the  Courts  at  Law,  when  the 
Criminals  are  too  high,  or  the  Crimes  too  extraordi- 
nary for  them  to  come  at ;  or  they  may  be  made  ufe  of 
when  the  Courts  at  Law  have  neglected  or  refufed  to 
do  Juftice  to  the  Pubhc  ;  but  they  ought  never  to  be 
gone  into,  till  there  appears  to  be  a  Failure  of  Juftice 
by  any  common  Method.  If  vi'e  depart  from  this  Rule, 
WQ  depart  from  our  Dignity,  and  God  only  knows 
how  far  we  may  go,  how  low  we  may  defcend.  The 
Adminiftration  of  Juflice  is,  properly  fpeaking,  none  of 
our  Province,  and  unlefs  in  the  extraordinary  Cafes  I 
have  mentioned,  I  hope,  I  (hall  never  fee  it  ufurped 
hy  Parliament.  Such  an  Ufurpation  would  be  of  the 
moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Subject:  All  infe- 
rior Courts  are  under  fome  Check:  The  Judges  of 
them  muft  be  afraid  of  oppreffing,  or  of  doing  any  ap- 
parent Injuilice  :  But  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  is 
above  all  ReRraint:  No  Member  thereof  can  ever  fear 
being  called  to  an  Account  for  any  Vote  he  gives,  let 
the  Injuftice,  the  OpprejQion  of  it  be  never  fo  glaring. 
Therefore,  if  we  fhouid  make  a  Precedent  for  our  in- 
terfering in  the  common  Courfe  of  Juftice,  what  in- 
numerable Oppreffions  might  not  a  fadfious  Parliament 
produce?  What  terrible  Cruelties  might  not  a  Mini- 
fter  cr^mmit,  fliouid  he  happen  to  have  a  Majority  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament  under  his  Dire61:ion  ?  That 
we  may  have  a  factious  Parliament,  I  believe,  no  Man, 
who  knows  any  Thing  of  our  Hifrory,  will  deny;  and  that 
a  Minifter  may  happen  to  get  a  Majority  of  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  under  b,is  Diredlion,  the  Advocates  for 
this  Motion  will  not  furely  deny,  becaufe  it  has  been 
their  condant  Bufincfs,  for  many  Years  paft,  to  raif/^ 
frightful  Apprehenfions  upon  this  very  Head.  Will 
they  then  be  tlie  Authors  of  a  Precedent  which  may- 
be made  fo  bad  Ufe  of,  which  in  either  of  thefe  Cafes 
may  be  of  the  mod  terrible  Confequence .?     This,  Sir, 
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is  fo  inconfiftent  with  their  former  Behaviour,    that     Anno  18. 
when  they  refledl:  ferioufly  upon  ir,  I  am   perfuaded,  Geo.  il.  1744' 
they  will  agree  to  v/ithdraw   their  Motion,  and  defer  ^— '•'^■~''*-^ 
thinking  of  going  into  an  Inquiry  upon  this  Subjed:,  at 
Jeaft  till  they  fee  the  liTue  of  a  Trial   before  a  Court- 
Martial,  which   his  Majefly  will  certainly  appoint  as 
foon  as  the  necefTary  VVitnelTes  are  all  arrived. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  they  do  infift  upon  their  Motion,  they 
will  not,  furely,  infift  upon  its  being  put  in  the  very 
Words  in  which  it  flands  at  prefent.  We  did  not,  it 
is  true,  meet  with  all  the  Succefs  that  might  have  been 
expected  in  that  Engagement:  This  was  a  Difappoint- 
ment,  but  it  was  not  a  Mifcarriage  j  for  w^e  fijcceeded 
in  the  principal  Point,  which  w^as  that  of  preventing 
the  combined  Squadrons  from  failing  to  the  Coafts  of 
Itdly^  or  carrying  any  Supplies  to  their  Armies  in  that 
Country  ;  and  though  we  did  not  fmk  or  deftroy  any 
of  their  Ships,  we  difabied  fome  of  them,  fo  as  to 
make  them  unfit  for  Service;  and  made  both  Squa- 
drons fly  for  Shelter  to  the  firft  Ports  of  Spain  they 
could  come  at.  To  us,  therefore,  it  was  a  manifeft 
Victory,  though  our  Vi^Story  was  not  attended  with  fo 
much  Lofs  to  the  Enemy,  as  might  from  thence  have 
been  expected.  The  Word  Mifcarriage  muft,  for  this 
Reafon,  be  allowed  to  be  an  improper  Word,  confe- 
quently,  I  hope,  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  if  they  infift 
upon  their  Motion,  will  agree  to  amend  it,  and  fubfti- 
tute  the  Word  Conduct,  inftead  of  the  Word  Mifcar- 
riage. The  Efted:  will  be  the  fame  ;  and  the  Motion 
will,  in  my  Opinion,  have  a  more  impartial  Afpeft ; 
for  by  making  ufe  of  the  Word  Mifcarriage,  we  feem 
to  condemn  the  Cotidu.£i:  of  our  Admirals  before  we 
enter  upon  the  Inquiry. 

'  1  need  not  mention,  Sir,  the  Incroachment  this 
Inquiry  will  be  upon  the  known  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  nor  the  Jmpoliibility  we  (hall  find  to  under- 
ftand,  and  make  ourfelves  Matters  of  the  Subje£l:  pro- 
pofed  to  be  inquired  into  :  Thefe  Objections  have 
been  fo  fully  explained,  and  foftrongly  enforced  by  the 
two  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  fpoke  before  me,  that  they  do 
not  ftand  m  Need  of  any  farther  Illuftration  ;  and  thefe 
Objedlions,  with  the  others  I  have  mentioned,  vi'ill,  I 
hope,  prevail  with  Gentlemen  to  fufpend  any  Curiofity 
N  4  they 
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Anno  I?.  they  may  have  for  being  informed  of  all  the  Partlculara 
Geo.  II.  1744.  relating  to  the  naval  Engagement  near  Toulon^  till  they 
'  can  fee  the  Report  of  the  Court-Martial,  that  will  very 
foon  be  appointed  by  his  Majefty  to  inquire  into  that 
Affair  ;  and  if  that  Report  fhould  not  fully  fatisfy  their 
Curiofity,  or  if  they  ihould  think,  that  the  Court-Mar- 
tial had  not  done  their  Duty,  they  may,  next  Seffion, 
renew  this  Motion,  when  it  may  be  agreed  to  with 
more  Decency  towards  the  Crown,  and  with  more 
Conformity  to  the  Conftitution  and  proper  Bufmefs  of 
Parliament,  than  it  can  be  at  prefent,' 

Hereupon  Velters  Cornwall^  Efq  ;  got  up  again,  an4 
fpoke  to  the  following  Effect : 
'  Sir, 
Velters  Corn-         '  Howcver   much  a  Spirit  of  Inquiry  may  feem  to 
V/4I];,  Ef<]3  prevail  among  feme  Gentlemen,  the  Majority  of  us  ap- 

pear to  be  very  little  affecSled  with  it,  though  a  parlia- 
mentary Inquiry  into  every  Branch  of  our  public  Con- 
du61:  was  never  more  necefTary,  nor  ever  more  loudly 
called  for  by  the  People,  than  it  has  been  for  feveraj 
Years  paft.  In  former  Ages  the  Com.plexion  of  this 
Houfe  might  have  been  depended  on  as  a  true  Repre- 
ientation  of  the  Inclinations  of  the  People ;  but,  by 
whatever  magick  Art  it  has  been  brought  about,  the 
Cafe  is  now  directly  otherwife.  The  Complexion  of 
this  AiTembly  is  always  the  fame  with  that  of  our  Mi- 
nifters.  We  adapt  all  their  Meafures :  We  applaud 
every  Step  of  their  Conduct  :  We  are  angry  with  thofe 
they  happen  to  be  angry  with  :  We  are  pleafed  with 
thofe  they  feem  to  be  pleafed  v^ith  :  We  inquire  when 
they  fet  us  on  ;  and  we  ftop  when  they  fay,  you  haye 
gone  far  enough.  Sir,  we  have  had  for  many  Years 
paft  a  Courfe  of  moft  excellent  Miniilers,  or  this  Houfe 
has,  by  fome  magick  Art,  been  rendered  blind  to  their 
Failings.  I  fay,  fome  magick  Art,  for  if  by  any  Art 
we  have  been  rendered  remifs  in  our  Duty,  it  muft 
have  been  by  fome  Art  of  the  Devil,  permitted  by  God 
Almighty,  for  the  Punifhment  of  our  Sins  j  and  if  fo, 
I  hope  he  will  difpel  the  Enchantment,  before  we  have 
blindly  run  ourfciyes  into  irrecoverable  Perdition. 

'  I  have  often    been  amazecl,  Sir,   at  what  I   have 
iptii  iw  this  Houfcj  but  \  was  never  more  amazed  than 

to 
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to  fee  an  Oppofition  to  fuch  a  reafonable,  fuch  a  necef-  Anno  18. 
fary  Motion.  When  we  have  (o  many  Precedents  upon  ^°*  n.  1744, 
our  Journals,  of  inquiring  into  the  Condu6i:  of  Admi-  ^'^'^ 
rais  and  other  Officers,  it  is  really  amazing  to  fee  Gen- 
men  (land  up  and  gravely  tell  us,  that  fuch  an  Inquiry 
would  now  be  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown  ',  and  that  it  would  be  in  EfFecl:  the  tak- 
ing away  from  the  Crown  its  Power  over  our  Armies 
both  by  Sea  and  Land.  The  Hon,  Gentlemen  may  as 
well  tell  us,  that  our  inquiring  into  the  Condud:  of  a 
Minifter,  oradvifing  his  iVIajefty  to  remove  a  Minifler, 
is  a  taking  from  the  Crown  its  Power  over  Mi- 
nifters ;  for  fome  of  the  Gentlemen,  who  oppofe  this 
Motion,  may  foon  nnd,  by  Experience,  that  the  Crown 
has  as  unlimited  a  Pov;er  over  Miniflers  of  State,  as  it 
can  be  fuppofed  to  have  over  our  Armies  either  by  Sea 
or  Land.  Nay,  if  this  Argument  were  to  be  admitted, 
we  could  inquire  into  nothing ;  for  there  is  no  Crime, 
no  Mifdemeanor,  no  OfFence,  but  what  the/ Crown 
may,  by  its  Prerogative,  inquire  into  and  punifh  ;  con- 
fequently,  every  parliamentary  Inquiry  muft,  at  this 
Rate,  be  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives  of  the 
Crown. 

*  What  one  of  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  meant  by  paring 
(Town  the  Power  of  the  Crown,  I  cannot  comprehend  ; 
for  though  we  have  made  many  Regulations  to  prevent 
the  Abufe  of  Prerogative,  we  have  never  abolifhed  any 
Part  of  it,  nor  fo  much  as  limited  any  Part  of  it,  farther 
than  it  was  limited  by  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution ; 
and  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  this  is  the  firft  Time  1  ever 
heard  that  Gentleman  paring  down  the  Power  of  Par- 
liament, in  order  to  increafe  that  of  the  Crown.  What 
may  be  the  Reafon  of  this  Change  in  his  Behaviour,  I 
do  not  know  ;  but  the  Air  of  a  certain  Office  from 
thence  feems  to  me  to  be  infectious :  It  feems  to  be  an 
extraordinary  Sort  of  Love  Potion  5  for  it  infects  all 
that  come  near  it  with  a  Love  of  arbitrary  Power ;  and 
I  muft  defire  that  Hon.  Gentleman  to  take  Care,  that 
it  does  not  infect  him  with  another  Diftemper,  which, 
from  a  late  ftifled  Inquiry,  appears  to  be  pretty  rife 
among  the  Gentlemen  of  that  Office  :  I  mean  an  Itch 
for  public  Money  ;  for  if  there  be  ever  another  Inquiry 
ifito  tjie  Condudl  of  th^t  Office,  I  may  venture  to  pro- 
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Anno  r$.  pbcfy,  that  it  will  be  more  ftrid  than  the  lafl,  and  not 
Geo.  11. 1744,  (o  eafilv  ftifled  ;  and  the  famous  A<5t  for  punidiing  the 
SofAth-Sea  Directors,  has  furniOied  us  with  a  Precedent 
for  puniihing  Gentlemen  on  Account  of  their  not  en- 
deavouring to  prevent  public  Frauds,  which,  by  the 
Duty  of  their  Office,  they  were  obliged  to  prevent. 

'  That  Precedent,  Sir,  however  much  it  may  have 
been  ridiculed  under  the  Name  of  Juftice  by  the  Lump, 
was,  1  ftill  think,  a  good  Precedent :  Some  of  thofc 
Directors  were  not  punifhed  near  fo  feverely  as  they 
deferved  ;  but  none  of  them  met  with  too  fevere  a  Pu- 
nifliment  :  When  a  (lentleman  accepts  of  the  Direc- 
tion, or  any  Share  in  the  Direction  of  a  public  Office, 
he  becomes  anfwerable  to  the  Public  for  every  Thing 
done  in  thatOfHce:  His  Non-attendance,  however  ne- 
celTary,  can  be  no  Excufe  for  his  Neglecl,  becaufe  he 
might  have  refigned  when  he  found  he  could  not  at- 
tend fo  clofely  as  his  Duty  required.  This  is  a  right 
Principle :  Upon  this  Principle  we.  proceeded  at  that 
Time;  but  if  the  Do6lrine  now  broached  had  at  that 
Time  prevailed,  we  fhould  neither  have  inquired  into 
the  Conduct,  nor  puniflied  the  Crimes  of  thofe  Direc- 
tors, becaufe  public  Frauds,  as  well  as  private,  may 
certainly  be  profecuted  and  puniflied  in  the  King's 
Courts;  and,  confequently,  a  parliamentary  Inquiry 
into  them  would,  according  to  this  Do6lrine,  be  an  In- 
croachment  upon  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 

'  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  now  fet  up  this 
Do6i:rine,  are  themfelves  fenfible  of  its  extravagant 
Reach  ;  and,  therefore^  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
kft  has  endeavoured  to  qualify  it,  by  faying,  that  we 
may  inquire  when  the  Criminals  are  too  high,  or  the 
Crimes  too  extraordinary,  for  our  inferior  Courts  to 
come  at;  or  when  our  inferior  Courts  have  neglected 
or  refufed  to  c'o  Juftice  to  the  Public,  li  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  made  theie  the  Conditions  of  our  pro- 
i'ecuting,  he  might  have  had  fome  Shadow  of  Reafon ; 
but,  furely,  our  inquiring  can  be  fubje£t  to  no  fuch 
Conditions  ;  for  how  fhall  we  know  who  the  Crimi- 
nals arc,  or  what  the  Crimes  are,  till  we  do  inquire? 
How  fhall  v/e  know  whether  the  inferior  Courts  have 
Wone  their  Duty,  till  we  make  an  Inquiry  into  the  Of- 
fences they  have  had  under  their  Cognizance  ?  A  parlia- 
4  '  mcntary 
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mentary  Inquiry  is  but  a  preparatory  Step  towards  a  Anno  i?. 
Profecution.  It  is  like  a  Grand-Juhy's  finding  a  Bill,  ^'°'  "•  '744» 
or  prefenting  a  public  Offender  :  If  upon  the  KTue  of 
that  Inquiry,  we  find  Reafon  to  fufpe^l:,  that  the  Cri- 
mina's  are  too  high,  or  the  Crimes  too  extraordinary 
for  the  inferior  Courts  to  come  at,  we  then  proceed  to 
Profecution  and  Punifliment  by  Impeachment,  by  Bill 
of  Attainder,  or  by  Bill  of  Pains  and  Penalties ;  but  if 
we  think,  that  the  Criminals  may  be  convicted  and 
condignly  punifned  by  a  Profecution  in  any  inferior 
Court,  we  conclude  our  Inquiry  with  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majeih^  to  order  his  Attorney-General  to  profecute. 

'  What  may  be  the  IfTue  of  the  Ii'iquiry  now  pro- 
pofed,  Sir,  no  one  can  pretend  to  forefee ;  but,  in  my 
Opinion,  we  have  great  Reafon  to  fufpect,  either  that 
the  Criminals  are  too  hi2h,  or  that  the  Crimes  are  too 
extraordinary  for  our  inferior  Courts  to  come  at. 
Whether  any  of  our  Admirals  or  OfScers  concerned  in 
the  A6lion  near  Toulon  were  Criminals,  I  fhall  not 
be  fo  rafh  as  to  affirm  ;  but  this  I  will  fay,  that  fome 
of  them  were  either  remifs  in  their  Duty,  or  very  little 
underftood  their  Duty  ;  and  yet,  though  it  is  now  a 
Twelvemonth  fince  that  Action  happened,  none  of 
them  have  been  imprifoned,  none  of  them  punifiied, 
no  Inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  Caufe  of  that  Dif- 
honour  brought  upon  the  Flag  of  Great-Britain.  Is 
there  in  oar  whole  Hiilory  an  Inflance  parallel  to  this  ? 
The  Difafter  which  our  Fleet,  under  the  hovd  Torrlng- 
ton,  met  with  the  30th  of  June,  1690,  was,  it  is  true, 
a  greater  Lofs,  hut  it  was  not  To  great  a  DilLonour  to 
the  Nation,  becaufe  the  .Frtnch  Fleet,  at  that  Time, 
confifled  of  70  Sail  of  Line  of  Batt'e  Ships,  and  ours 
of  not  above  50  ;  whereas  in  this  Action  near  Toulon^ 
our  Fleet  conhfted  of  40  Ships  of  the  Line,  and  the 
Enemy's  of  not  above  30  ;  yet  my  Lord  Torrlrigton^ 
who  commanded  our  Fleet  at  that  Time,  was  flript  of 
his  Command,  and  fent  Prifor.er  to  the  Tower^  where 
he  remained  till  Deceinher  following,  and  was  then  tried 
by  a  Court- Martial,  of  w^hich  Sir  Ralph  Delaval^  one 
of  the  Admirals  that  commanded  under  him  in  that 
Engagement,  was  Prefident.  That  noble  Lord  was, 
it  is  true,  acquitted  by  the  Court-Martial  i  but  he  was 
r,ever  afterwards   employed,  and   above  40  Captains 
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Anno  1?.       Yvere  upon  that  Occafion  laid  afide ;  whereas,  upon  the 

^^°^ 'J^^'j  prefent  Occafion,  no  Admiral  has  been  impriibned,  nor 

above  one  Captain  laid  afide.  I  therefore  think.  Sir, 
we  have  great  Reafon  to  fufpeii:,  that  fome  of  thofe  Of- 
ficers, whofe  Condu6l  in  this  Engagement  ought  to  be 
inquired  into,  are  fome  Way  or  other  out  of  the  Reach 
of  any  inferior  Court,  and  that  if  we  do  not,  their 
Conduct  will  never  be  inquired  into. 

*  But,  Sir,  v^e  have  Itill  a  ftronger  Reafon  for  in- 
quiring into  this  Affair.  Even  thofe  Gentlemen,  who 
oppofe  this  Motion,  allov/,  that  when  inferior  Courts 
negle6l  or  refufe  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Public,  the  High 
Court  of  Parliament  ought  then  to  interpofe.  Is  not 
this  the  very  Cafe  now  before  us,  with  Regard  to  fome 
of  the  inferior  Officers  concerned  in  that  Engagement? 
If  common  Fame  fpeaks  Truth,  fome  of  thofe  Of- 
ficers behaved  in  a  moft  fcandalous  Manner.  Their 
Behaviour  has  been  inquired  into,  and  they  have  been 
acquitted,  or,  at  leafl-,  not  condemned  by  a  Cl^irt- 
Martial,  though,  according  to  common  Report,  fome 
of  them  deferved  to  have  been  fhot  for  downright 
Cowardice.  Here  then,  according  to  the  common  Re- 
port, is  the  very  Cafe  which  the  Hon.  Gentlemen 
themfelves  allow  to  be  a  Foundation  for  a  parliamen- 
tary Inquiry  ;  and  we  ail  know,  that  common  Report 
has  always  been  admitted  as  a  fufficient  Caufe  for  fuch 
an  Inquiry. 

*■  The  next  Obje6lion  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  firfl:  againft  this  Motion,  w^as,  that 
the  Inquiry  now  propofed  was  below  the  Dignity  of  this 
Houfe.  What,  Sir,  is  it  below  the  Dignity  of  this 
Houfe  to  concern  itfelf  in  any  Thing  that  affe61:s  the 
Honour  of  the  Britijh  Flag  ?  But  this  is  not  all.  Sir, 
tlie  Intereft  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  the  Intereli  of  Europe^ 
the  Liberties  of  both,  were  deeply  concerned  in  the 
Event  of  this  Engagement.  If  our  Admirals  and  Of- 
ficers had  behaved  as  they  ouo^ht  to  have  done  in  this 
Engagement,  it  would,  in  all  Probability,  have  put  an 
End  to  the  War,  and  to  the  ambitious  ProjecSls  of 
France-,  for  our  Squadron  was  fo  much  fuperior  to  the 
combined  Squadrons,  that  if  both  had  flood  it  out,  both 
would  have  been  entirely  deftroyed,  which  would  have 
been  fuch  a  Blow  to  the  naval  Power  of  France  an4 
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Spain,  tiiat  neither  could  have  recovered  during  the  Anno  18. 
War.  This  would  have  put  an  End  to  the  French  ^^°'  ^^-  ^744* 
Commerce,  as  well  as  to  the  Spaniards  getting  any  of 
their  Treafure  Home  from  J?nerica  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
Time,  it  would  have  great  Encouragement  and  Secu- 
rity to  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  of  this  Nation* 
On  the  other  Hand,  if  the  French  Squadron  had  defert- 
ed  the  Spaniards^  and  left  them  an  eafy  Prey  to  our 
Squadron,  which,  I  believe,  would  have  been  the"  Cafe, 
\i  they  had  feen  our  Squadron  attack  with  any  Conduct 
or  Vigour,  this  Defertion  would  have  inflamed  the 
Court  of  Spain  with  fo  much  Refentment  and  Indig- 
nation, that  they  would  have  deferted  their  Friends,  the 
French^  and,  probably,  would  have  joined  with  us  againfb 
them.  In  fhort,  Sir,  the  French  ventured  fo  much  by 
failing  out  of  Port,  and  expoling  themfeives  to  be  at- 
tacked by  fuoh  a  fuperior  Squadron  of  BritiflD  Ships, 
that  one  is  apt  to  fuppofe,  they  had  a  previous  Aflur- 
ance,  that  few  of  our  Ships  would  do  their  Duty^ 
This,  I  fay,  we  have  great  Reafon  to  fuppofe  j  and  if 
there  was  any  Treachery  on  our  Side,  furely  a  parlia- 
mentary Inquiry  m.uft  be  allowed  to  be  the  proper,  and 
the  only  erffeduai  Method  for  bringing  fuch  hidden 
Pradtices  to  light. 

*  But  fuppofing,  Sir,  there  was  no  Treachery  :  Sup- 
pofing  it  true,  as  is  generally  reported,  that  the  Mifcar- 
fiage  was  entirely  owing  to  a  confirmed  Hatred  between 
our  two  Chiefs  in  Command,  and  that  one  or  the  other, 
or  perhaps  both  of  them,  were  more  intent  upon  tarnifh- 
ing  the  Glory  of  his  Adverfary,  than  upon  increafing  or 
prefervingtheGlory  of  his  Country:  If  this  was  the  Cafe, 
both  of  them  mighty  and  both  would  certainly  take  Care 
to  conduct  themfeives  with  fuch  Caution,  as  to  avoid  a 
Breach  of  any  Article  of  War,  which  is  the  only  Crime 
that  can  be  punifhed  by  a  Court-Martial.  Does  not 
every  Gentleman  fee,  that  this  may  have  been  the  Cafe? 
And  if  fo,  is  not  this  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  Crimes 
that  an  inferior  Court  cannot  come  at?  Befides,  Sir,  if 
this  mutual  Hatred  was  known,  if  it  was  publickly 
talked  of,  before  thefe  two  Admirals  were  fent  to  com- 
mand the  fame  Squadron,  it  would  be  very  proper,  and 
even  necelTary  for  Parliament  to  inquire  v/ho  advifcd 
his  Majefty  to  join  them  in  Comi^and  5  for  ixQin  two 

fuch 
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Anno  i8.  fuch  Oppofites  no  hearty  Concurrence  could  be  ejc- 
Geo.  II.  1744.  pgjC^e^j^  7']^e  Advice  was  therefore  wrong,  if  not 
wicked  ;  and  furely  an  Inquiry  into  the  Authors  of  this 
Advice,  is  the  proper  Bufinefs  of  Parliament. 

'  As  to  the  Obje6iion,  Sir,  that  by  one  of  the  fun- 
damental N/^axims  of  our  Government,  no  Man  ought 
to  be  fubjeited  to  two  7>ials  for  one  and  the  fame 
Crime,  I  wonder  to  hear  it  fo  much  as  mentioned  upon 
a  Motion  for  an  Inquiry.  A  parliamentary  Inquiry 
is  no  Tridl :  It  is,  as  1  have  faid,  but  a  preparatory  Step 
towards  a  Trial.  A  Grand -Jury  never  find  a  Bill,  till 
they  make  fome  Inquiry  into  the  Fa6ts  complained  of 
in  the  Indictment  :  A  grand  Inquefl  never  make  a 
Prefentment,  till  they  have  made  fome  Inquiry  into 
the  Fa6ts  complained  of.  Was  either  of  thefe  Inquiries 
ever  called  a  Trial  ?  In  a  like  Manner,  we,  who  are 
the  grand  Inqueil  of  the  Nation,  never  impeach,  nor 
addrefs  to  have  any  Man  tried,  till  we  make  fome  In- 
quiry into  the  Crimes  he  is  accufed  of.  It  is  true,  we 
are  generally  more  favourable  to  the  Perfons  accufed 
before  us  than  other  grand  Inquefls  ufualiy  are  ;  becaufe 
upon  our  inquiry  we  give  the  Perfons  accufed  an  Op- 
portunity to  ji^ftify  themfelves ;  but  this  Favour  does 
not  furely  make  our  Liquiry  a  Trial,  no  more  than  it 
would  make  the  Inquiry  of  a  grand  Inqueft  or  Grand- 
Jury  a  Trial,  Ihould  they  indulge  the  Perfons  indi6ted 
or  accufed  vv'ith  the  fame  Favour ;  for  if  the  Perfons 
accufc'd  do  not  incline  to  juilify  themfelves  upon  the  In- 
quiry, they  may  let  it  alone,  they  need  not  fo  much  as 
appear,  and  yet  they  will  have  a  full  Opportunity  to 
judify  themfelves  upon  the  Profecution,  which  never 
begins  till  the  Inquiry  be  concluded  ;  and  if  upon  that 
Profecution  the  Perfon  accufed  Ihould  fo  juftify  himfelf 
as  to  be  acquitted,  it  is  very  certain,  he  could  never  af- 
terwards be  tried  for  the  fame  Crime  before  any  Court 
whatever  -,  fo  that  by  a  parliamentary  Inquiry  no  Man 
can  be  fubjeCted  to  be  twice  tried  for  the  fame  Crime, 

'  But  if  the  DoClrine  advanced  in  this  Debate  (hould 
be  admitted  :  Tf  it  fhould  be  admitted,  that  no  parlia- 
mentary Inquiry  could  be  fet  on  Foot,  till  after  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  Criminal  was  too  high,  or  the  Crime 
too  extraordinary,  for  any  inferior  Court  to  com£  at; 
or  till  after  it  appeared,  that  the  inferior  Court  had  ne- 
glected 
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gle£led  or  refufed  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Public:  I  fay,  Anno  jg. 
Sir,  if  this  Dodrine  fhould  be  admitted,  Men  muft  fre-C^^-  n.^1744. 
quently  be  tried  twice  for  the  fame  Crime,  or  the  moil 
heinous  Criminals  would  often  efcape  all  Puniihment  ; 
for  if  no  previous  parliamentary  Inquiry  be  admitted,  I 
know  no  Way  by  which  it  could  be  made  appear  to 
us,  that  the  Criminal  was  too  high,  or  the  Crime  too 
extraordinary,  for  any  inferior  Court  to  come  at,  unlefs 
by  a  Trial  and  Acquittal  before  feme  inferior  Court; 
nor  do  I  knov/  how  it  could  be  made  appear  to  us,  that 
an  inferior  Court  had  refufed  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Pub-- 
lic,  unlefs  fuch  Court  had  refufed  or  neglcd^ed  to  pafs 
Sentence  after  a  Verdi(5l*s  being  brought  in  againfi:  the 
Criminal  by  a  Jury.  According  to  this  Do6lrine,  there- 
fore, there  muft  be  a  Trial  before  fome  inferior  Court, 
in  order  to  intitle  us  to  fet  up  an  Inquiry;  for  as  to  a 
Neg!e(?t  or  Delay  in  beginning  to  profecute,  the 
Broachers  of  this  new  Doctrine  have  not  been  pleafed 
to  tell  us,  what  Term  or  Time  muft  elapfe,  before  we 
can  be  intitled  to  inquire  3  and  if  this  Term  fcould 
be  left  to  the  Determination  of  Minifters,  I  beliexe, 
they  would  extend  it  to  the  Life  of  the  Criminal  at 
leaft.  Now  if  there  mufi:  be  a  Trial  before  fome  in- 
ferior Court,  to  intitle  us  to  inquire,  what  v/ouid  our 
Inquiry  fignify  as  to  the  Puniihment  of  the  Criminal, 
unlefs  we  could  fubje6^  him  to  a  fecond  Trial  in  Parlia- 
ment for  the  fame  Crime  ?  So  that  if  we  admit  this 
Do6^rine,  we  muft  admit,  that  Men  muft  frequently 
be  tried  twice  for  the  fame  Crime,  or  otherwife,  that 
high  Criminals  and  extraordinary  Crimes  can  never  be 
punifhed,  the  Abfurdity  of  v/hich  is  felf-evident. 

'  Having  faid,  Sir,  that  if  a  Man  be  tried  and  ac- 
quitted upon  a  parliamentary  Profecution,  he  can  never 
afterwards  be  tried  for  the  fame  Crime  before  any 
Court  whatever,  I  muft  admit,  that  by  fuch  an  Ac- 
quittal, the  King  would  be  preclude<l  from  afterwards 
trying  fuch  a  Man  by  a  Court-Martial ;  but  I  cafinot 
admit,  that  any  parliamentary  Profecution,  and  much 
lefs  an  Inquiry  for  this  Purpofe,  would  be  a  direcSt  At- 
tack upon  any  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crovirn,  or 
that  it  virould  be  the  Caufe  of  any  Confuflon  in  our 
Armies.  In  order  to  fhew  this,  I  muft  confider  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  with  Refped  to  its  jurifdic- 
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Anno  18.       |.j^g  Power  ;  and  here  1  mud  contradi£l:  what  was  af- 

^^^^j^^jj!^^  ferted  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  He 
faid,  that  parliamentary  Profecutions  and  Inquiries  are 
brought  in  Aid  of  the  Courts  at  Law  ;  whereas,  if  w,e 
ipeak  properly,  and  fo  as  not  to  lead  People  into  any 
MiO^ake,  all /the  Law  Courts  in  the  Kingdom  are  ap- 
pointed in  Aid  of  the  Parliament's  Jurirdi6lion  ;  for  all 
Jurifdiclion  proceeds  originally  from  Parliament,  and 
all  great  Caufes,  both  civil  and  criminal,  were  original- 
ly determined  in  Parliament.  But  as  the  Exercife  of 
the  jurifdiclive  Power  v»?ould  give  the  Parliament  toa 
-ir».ach  to  do,  efpecially  fhould  it  be  extended  to  fmall 
Caufes  as  well  as  great,  therefore,  by  our  Conflitution, 
this  Power  has  been  lodged  in  the  Crown ;  but  how 
has  it  been  lodged.  Sir?  Certain  inferior  Courts 
of  Judicature  have  been  eftablifhed  by  Law  or  Cuflpm, 
the  Judges  of  thofe  Courts  are  named  by  the  King, 
and  thofc  Judges  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  known 
Laws  and  Cuitoms  of  the  Kingdom  :  The  King  can- 
not eftablifh  a  new  Court  without  an  A^l  of  Parlia- 
ment, nor  can  any  Judge  named  by  him  proceed  far- 
ther than  he  is  warranted  by  the  known  Laws  and 
Cufloms  of  the  Kingdom.  Therefore,  when  any  Cafe 
occurs,  which  is  not  provided  for  by  the  known  Laws 
and  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom,  when  a  Crime  is  com- 
mitted, or  committed  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  cannot 
be  puniflied,  or  not  adequately,  by  the  known  Laws 
and  Cuftoms  of  the  Kingdom,  Recourfe  muft  be  had 
to  the  Fountain   of  all  Jurifdidion,  the  Parliament  5 

.  and  if  it  cannot  there  be  punifhed  by  an  Impeachment, 

it  is  punifhed  by  a  Bill  of  Attainder,  or  a  Bill  of  Pains 
and  Penalties.  I  fay,  if  it  cannot  be  punifhed  by  Im- 
peachment, for  in  Profecutions  by  Impeachment,  we 
muft  proceed  according  to  the  known  Laws  and  Cuf- 
toms of  the  Kingdom,  becajjfe  the  King,  who  is  one 
of  the  Branches  of  our  Legillature,  is  not  a  Party  in 
the  Judgment  or  Determination  ;  whereas,  in  Bills  of 
Attainder,  or  Bills  of  Pains  and  Penalties,  we  are  under 
no  legal  Reftraint,  we  are  reftrained  by  nothing  but  the 
i^aws  of  God  and  Nature,  becaufe  all  the  Branches  of 
our  Legiflature  concur. 

*  Prom  hence  Gentlemen  muft  fee.  Sir,  that  no  par- 
liamentary Profecution,  much  lefs  an  Inquiry,  can  be 

an 
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an  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives  of  (he  Crown  Anno  i3. 
with  Rerpe6t  to  its  jurircii6tive  Pov/er ;  becaufe  that  Geo.  II.  1744. 
Power  confifts  only  in  appointing  the  Judges  of  thofe 
inferior  Courts  which  have  been  eftabhfhed  by  Law  or 
Guftom,  and  in  that  only.  Nay,  if  we  fhould  proceed 
by  Impeachment,  by  Bill  of  Attainder,  or  by  Bill  of 
Pains  and  Penalties,  in  a  Cafe  which  might  be  ade- 
quately punifhed  by  an  inferior  Court,  and  when  we 
had  no  Reafon  to  fufpecl^,  that  the  Criminal  would,  in 
that  inferior  Court,  meet  with  too  much  Favour,  fuch 
Proceeding  would  be  no  Incroachment  op'  n  the  Pre- 
rogatives  of  the  Crown  ;  but  I  fhaJi  readily  grant,  it 
would  be  very  imprudent;  becaufe  Recourfe  ought 
never  to  be  had  to  any  extraordinary  Method,  unlefs 
when  we  cannot  expeft  to  obtain  what  is  wanted  by 
any  ufual  or  ordinary  Method  of  Proceeding  }  which  may 
often  be  the  Cafe  even  where  the  Crime  is  not  extraor- 
dinary;  for  when  the  Criminal  is  in  high  Favour  with 
the  Crown,  we  cannot  expe6t,  that  the  Judges  appoint- 
ed by  the  Crown  will  be  impartial ;  and  particularly 
with  Regard  to  Courts-Martial,  we  may  often  have 
Caufe  to  fufpeft,  that  the  Criminal  will  meet  with  too 
much  Favour  from  his  Brother  Officers. 

*  With  Regard  therefore  to  the  Queftion,  whether 
or  nawe  ought  to  proceed  to  a  parliamentary  Profecu- 
tion,  the  only  Rule  we  have  to  obferve,  the  only  pre- 
vious Queftion  we  have  to  confider,  is,  can  public  Juf- 
tice  be  expedled  by  a  Profecution  before  the  proper  in- 
ferior Court  ?  The  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  with 
Refpedt  to  its  jurifdi<Stive  Power,  have  not  the  leaft 
Concern  either  in  the  principal  or  previous  Queftion  ; 
and  in  order  to  determine  the  previous  Queftion,  a  par- 
liamentary Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  the  Crime,  and 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Criminals,  as  well  as  the  Cir- 
cumftances  and  Complexion  of  the  inferior  Court  be- 
fore whom  they  are  to  be  tried,  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 
Suppofe  that,  during  a  long  corrupt  Adminiftration, 
both  our  Army  and  Navv  had  been  filled  with  Officers, 
preferred  only  for  their  Venality,  without  any  Regard 
to  their  Courage  or  military  Qiialifications,  could  we 
in  that  Cafe  expert  public  Juftice  from  Courts-Martial, 
againft  any  Officer  that  had  betrayed  his  Country  by 
his  Cowardice  or  Ignorance  ?    Sir,  if  ever  this  fhould 

Vol,  IL  O  happen 
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Anno  ig.      happen  to  be  our  unfortunate  Cafe,  it  would  be  ne- 
Geo.  II,  1744.    ceflary  for  the  Parliament  to  proceed  in  a  parliamentary 
~  '  Method,  even  againft  the  lower  Criminal  of  this  Kind, 

and  to  continue  this  Method  of  Proceeding,  till  they 
had  purged  both  our  Army  and  Navy  of  a)!  thofe 
Scoundrels  that  had  raifed  themfelves  by  betraying,  in- 
llead  of  ferving,  their  Country. 

'  What  we  have  been  frightened  with,  of  a  factious 
Parliament,  or  a  Parliament  at  the  Devotion  of  a  Mini- 
fter,  is  a  mere  Bugbear,  and  can  be  no  Ars^ument 
againft  our  carrying  our  Power  to  its  utmoft  Extent, 
when  it  becomes  neceflary.  The  Crown  has  a  certain 
Remedy  againft  a  factious  Parliament,  a  Diflblution  ; 
and  if  the  Majority  of  the  new  Parliament  (hould  be  of 
the  fame  Complexion  with  the  old,  it  is  not  a  factious 
but  a  national  Majority,  which  can  never  be  againft 
the  Court,  but  when  the  Court  perfifts  in  fome  Mea- 
fures  or  other  that  are  againft  the  Intereft  of  the  Na- 
tion. Then  as  to  a  Parliament  at  the  Devotion  of  a 
Minifter,  if  this  (hould  ever  happen  to  be  our  unfortu- 
nate Cafe,  and  God  knows  how  foon  it  may,  could  the 
Public  expetSl  Juftice  from  any  inferior  Court  ?  The 
very  Check,  Sir,  which  the  Hon,  Gentlemen  fey  the 
Judges  of  our  inferior  Courts  are  under,  would  be  a 
Bar  againft  it ;  for  if  any  Judge  fhould  do  Juftice  ta 
the  Public,  notwithftanding  his  having  received  con- 
trary Directions  from  the  Minifter,  he  might  expe£t  to 
be  profecuted,  and  perhaps  hanged,  by  fuch  a  Parlia- 
ment. Would  fuch  a  Parliament  fhew  Regard  to  any 
Reftraint  we  may  now  put  upon  our  Power  ?  Can  we 
limit  their  Proceedings  by  any  Precedent,  by  any  Law 
we  can  make  ?  This  therefore  is  no  Argument  for  par- 
ing down  the  Power  of  Parliament,  but  it  is  a  ftroirg 
Argument  for  paring  down  the  Power  of  the  Crown, 
fo  as  to  prevent  any  Minifter's  being  able  to  have  a 
Parliament  at  his  Devotion. 

•  '  Having  thus,  Sir,  difmifted  the  three  principal  Ob- 
je(9:ions  made  ufe  of  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
firft  againft  this  Motion,  1  fhall  next  confider  his  other 
Reafons  againft  it.  He  told  us,  that  he  fhould  always 
be  (by  of  bringing  the  Conduft  of  any  Officer  before 
this  Houfe,  becaufe  popular  Aft'cmblies  rather  try  the 
Fortune  than  the  Condu£l  of  a  Commander.     If  he 

had 
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had  faid,  that  a  Mob,  or  a  mobbifh  AfTembly,  generally  Anno  i8. 
do  fo,  I  fhould  have  joined  in  his  AfTertion  ;  but,  I  Geo.  n.  1744. 
hope,  he  will  not  fay,  that  this  Houfe  is  a  Mob,  or  a  ' 
mobbiOi  AiTembly  ;  and  if  he  {hould  privately  think  fo, 
for,  I  am  fure,  he  is  too  prudent  to  declare  it  publickly, 
yet  ftill  it  would  be  no  Argument  againft  our  inquir- 
ing  ;  becaufe,  by  our  Inquiry,  the  utmoft  an  Officer 
can  fuffer  is  a  Cenfure,  or  an  Addrefs  to  difmifs  him, 
which  his  Majefty  mav  comply  with  or  no,  as  he  thinks 
fit.  By  an  unjuft  Cenfure,  no  Man  can  iufFer  long,  nOj 
not  even  in  his  Reputation  ;  and  an  Addrefs  to  remove 
hin>,  without  any  juft  Foundation,  his  Majefty  would 
not  certainly  comply  with.  By  our  Inquiry,  therefore^ 
no  Officer  can  fuffer  unjuftly  ;  and  if  we  fhould  pro- 
ceed to  a  parliamentary  Profecution,  we  muft  have  the 
Concurrence  of  one,  or  both  the  other  Branches  of  our 
Legiflature,  before  any  Sentence  can  be  paffed  againft 
him.  In  this  Country,  as  well  as  every  other,  the 
Mob,  or  the  Body  of  the  People  without  Doors,  always 
judge  of  an  Officer's  Conduct  by  his  Succefs  5  but  this 
never  was,  nor  can  be  the  Way  of  judging  upon  any 
Profecution  or  Inquiry  in  Parliament ;  therefore,  whea 
an  Officer  has  been  unfortunate  in  any  Enterprize, 
without  having  been  guilty  of  any  Mifcondu£t,  the 
moft  lucky  Thing  that  can  befall  him,  is  a  parliamen- 
tary Inquiry  ;  becaufe  it  vindicates  his  Charad:er  from 
the  Afperfions  of  thofe  who  judge  too  raflily  of  Things  ^ 
and  for  this  Reafon,  v^hen  I  fee  the  Friends  of  any  un- 
fortunate Officer  endeavouring  to  evade  a  parliamentary 
Inquiry,  I  am  apt  to  fufpeft,  that  he  is  confcious  of 
fome  egregious  Mifcondu6):,  or  of  fortiething  worfe  than 
Mifcoridu(St.  This  Houfe  is  fo  far  from  trying  the 
Fortune,  rather  than  the  Conduct  of  a  Commander^ 
that  we  have,  before  now,  vindicated  the  Charader  of 
an  unfortunate  Commander,  after  an  Inquiry  into  his 
Condu£^ ;  and  if  we  have  never  made  an  Inquiry  inta 
the  Condu6l  of  a  rafh,  but  fuccefsful  Commander, 
there  is  a  very  good  Reafon  for  it  j  becaufe  i^  is  fo 
difficult  to  deterriiine  what  is  ralh,  efpscially  in  vi'arlikc 
Exploits,  that  Succefs  ought  always  to  be  admitted  as  a 
full  Proof  againft  the  Imputation  ;  for  in  War,  t(pc- 
cially,  nothing  is  more  true  than  what  a  celebrated  Au- 
thor merrily  fays ; 

O  a  Far  tune 
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Anno  iS.  Fortune  does  the  Stout  juvare, 

Geo,  II.  1744.  ^^^  i^f^  f}jg  Timidous  mi/carry, 

«  The  lafl  Objection  made  ufe  of  by  the  fame  Gert- 
tleman  againft  this  Motion,  confifts  in  the  Difficulty, 
he  pretend?,  we  (hall  find  to  underftand  the  Language, 
or  to  judge  of  the  Evidence  of  fuch  WitnefTes  as  may  be 
examined  before  us.  There  is,  it  feems,  fuch  a  Myf- 
tery  in  fighting  a  Ship,  or  conducting  a  Squadron,  that 
no  Landman  can  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  ir.  This,  Sir, 
is  plaufible,  but,  unluckily,  it  is  contradicted  by  Expe- 
rience. Some  of  our  befl:  and  mofl  fuccefsful  Sea  Com- 
manders were  Landmen.  The  famous  Blake ^  and  the 
more  famous  Monk^  were  never  at  Sea,  unlefs  it  was  as 
PafTengers,  till  they  went  out  Commanders  of  numerous 
Squadrons ;  and  though  this  Houfe  has  feveral  Times  in- 
quired into  the  Condu61:  of  Admirals,  as  well  as  into  ih© 
Management  of  our  Navy,  no  Gentleman  ever  found 
any  great  Difficulty  in  underftanding  and  judging  of  the 
Evidence  offered  by  Seamen  at  our  Bar. 

*  1  think,  Sir,  I  have  now  anfwered  all  the  Objections 
ftarted  by  the  firfl:  Gentleman  who  fpoke  againft  thisMo- 
tion  ;  and  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  (poke  next  againft 
it,  is  but  a  Novice  in  fupporting  miniflerial  Meafures,  or 
miniflerial  Oppofitions,  his  Invention  does  not  feem  to  be 
as  yet  grown  up  to  its  proper  Maturity  ;  for  I  do  not  re- 
member any  Thing  new  offered  by  him  againft  this 
Motion,  unlefs  it  was,  that  if  we  Ihould  now  enter  into 
the  Inquiry,  we  fhall  find  a  Scarcity  of  WitnefTes.  Thir, 
Sir,  is  a  Fa6t  which  cannot  be  determined  till  we  do  en- 
ter into  the  Inquiry,  and  if  we  fliould  then  find  it  to  be 
true,  we  may  put  off  the  Inquiry  for  a  Month  or  two, 
or  till  next  Seifion  ;  but,  I  believe,  we  fliall  find  Wit- 
nefTes enough  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  Jtidgment  of  the 
ConduCt  ot  our  Admirals  as  well  as  of  fome  of  the  Cap- 
tains. There  are  many  Officers  and  Seamen  now  at 
Home  who  were  prcfent  in  that  ACtion,  and  more  are 
daily  expeCted  in  the  Newcajile  Man  of  War.  1  hope 
no  Gentleman  experts,  that  we  (hould  examine  every' 
Officer  and  Seaman  that  was  prefent  in  that  AClion,  or 
that  we  (hould  put  off  the  Inquiry  till  they  are  all  ar* 
rived  ;  and  if  we  fhould  order  a  Profecution  againft  any 
of  the  Admirals  or  Officers  concerned,  the  Perfons  to  be 

profecuted 
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profecuted   may  petition    for  a  Delay,   upon  fhewing.     Anno  il 
<hat   fome  of  their  material  WitnefTes  are  not  arrived  ;  Geo.  ii.  -744. 
but  I  never  heard  of  a  Trial's  being  put  of}-,  upon  a  fim-  ^— v— — ^ 
pie  Suggeftion,  that  Tome  of  the  material  V/itneiles  were 
abfent. 

'  As  to  the  Rifk  we  may  run  cf  having  it  faid,  that 
we  difcountenance  the  legal  Profecution  of  Offenders  in 
the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Law,  I  am  not  in  the  leaft  afraid 
of  it  upon  this  Occafion,  becaufe  very  few  People,  I  be- 
lieve, expe6i  a  vigorous  Profecution  in  this  Affair,  if  it 
be  not    begun  in  this  Houfe.     No  fuch  Reproach  was 
€ver  thrown  out  a^ainft  the  Proceedings  of  this  Aflem- 
bJy,  except  upon  Occafion  of  the  famous  Kentijh  Peti- 
tion mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  that  Pe- 
tition, every  one  knows,  was  the  Produdion  of  a  frac- 
tion, fet  up   in  Defence  of   three  or  four  noble  Lord?, 
who  had  advifed   the  Partition  Treaty^  or   had  not,    at 
leaft,  advifed   againft   it,    when    by  their   Station   they 
xjught  to  have  done  fo.     But  if  thofe  noble  Lords  had 
not  found  a  more  firm  Support  in  the  Crown,  than  they 
could  have  found  in  their  defpicable  Fa6lion,  they  might 
probably  have  met  with  the  Punifhment  they  deferved: 
I  fay  deferved  ;  for  the  Advifcrs  of  that  Treaty  deferved 
the  fevereft  Punilhment  this  Nation  could  infli61:;  be- 
jcaufe  it  was  the  Caufe  of  the  heavy  War  we  were  then 
juft  going  to  be  involved  in  ;  and  1  wifti  it  may  not  ap- 
pear to   the  Coft  of  fome  Gentlemen,  that  the  War 
Europe  is  now  involved   in,  was  occafioned  by  another 
Partition  Treaty,  or   at  leaft    a  PrcjeSl    for   a  Partition 
Treaty,   more  pernicious,  if  polTible,    than  the  former. 

'  I  have  now  done  with  every  Thing  new  that  was 
offered  by  the  Hon,  Gentleman  who  was  the  fecond 
Speaker  againft  this  Motion  :  But  as  to  the  Gentleman 
-who  fpoke  laft  ;  he,  like  a  true  Veteran,  found  out  feveral 
new  Arguments  againft  what  is  now  proposed  ;  the  firft 
of  which  was,  that  old  threadbare-one,  the  Danger  cf 
difcovering  our  Secrets  to  the  Enemy.  Here,  indeed, 
I  muft  acknowledge  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Ingenuity  : 
He  could  not  pretend  any  Danger  of  difcovering  the  Go- 
vernment's Secrets  :  No  Minilter  could  have  any  Con- 
cern with  the  Condudt  of  our  Officers  in  this  Engage- 
ment, uniefs  we  fuppofe,  that  fome  of  our  Officers  had 
private  InOru<51:i'>;ns  from  fome  of  our  Miniiteis  to  let 
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Anno  iS.  the  Enemy  efcape.  Therefore,  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
Geo.  II.  1744-  moft  ingenioufly  found  out,  that  we  might  difcovcF 
the  Secrets  of  our  Officers  and  Seamen,  who  are  better 
at  fighting  ^  Ship  or  bquadron  than  thofe  of  any  of  our 
Neighbours.  This,  I  (hall  grant,  is  true  as  to  our  Se^^ 
men,  but  I  never  knew  they  had  any  Secrets  :  If  they 
have  any,  they  are,  I  bejieve,  hke  thofe  of  our  Jugglers  : 
When  you  have  difcovered  their  Secrets,  you  cannot 
pra6life  them :  You  thereby  learn  only,  hou^  you  are 
deceived.  The  Secrets  of  our  Seamen  are  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture. Their  Superiority  confifts  in  their  being  bold,  more 
alert,  and  more  expert  in  their  Bufmefs,  than  the  Sea- 
rnea  of  any  other  Country.  Suppofe  our  Knemiesfhould 
be  let  into  thefe  Secrets,  they  cannot  praftife  them ;  They 
will  thereby  only  learn,  how^  they  come  to  be  beat,  and 
this  u^ill  do  us  Good  inftead  of  Harm  ;  becayfe  it  will 
fnake  them  more  afraid  of  us  j  efpecially,  if  by  a  ftri6^ 
Parliamentary  Inquiry,  thofe  Officers  fliould  be  all  dif- 
miffed,  whofe  Cowardice  may  damp  the  Courage  of 
our  Sailors;  for  witho.ut  intending  to  derogate  from 
the  Character  of  any  one  Officer  in  our  Navy,  I  mufl 
obferve  that  our  Officers  are  reckoned  no  better  than 
their  Neighbours ;  and  therefore,  it  has  become  a  corri- 
mon  Obfervation,  that  a  French  Ship  was  never  loft  by 
the  Fault  of  the  OiScers,  nor  an  Englljh,  one  by  the 
Fault  of  the  Sailors. 

^  This  Argument,  therefore.  Sir,  is  of  no  Weight 
againft  the  Motion;  and  as  rp  all  the  other  Argu- 
ments the  Hon.  Gentleman's  happy  Invention  fupplied 
him  with,  I  hope,  I  have  already  fufficientiy  expofed 
their  f^allacy  ;  for  as  they  were  but  Improvements  and 
Enhirgements  upon  the  Arguments  advanced  by  th® 
Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  againft  the  Motion, 
I  could  not  avoid  taking  Notice  of  them  in  Courfe  as 
they  occurred  in  my  Anfwers  to  that  Gentleman's  Ar- 
guments. I  hope,  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  be  fu  charitable 
as  to  fuppofe,  it  is  not  mere  Curiofity  that  makes  n^C  fo 
il:ie;iuous  in  Support  of  this  Motion.  My  Duty  to  my 
Country,  my  Duty  to  ^  near  and  a  dear  Relation,  of 
wliom  I  fluall  only  Uy^  thank  God  !  he  did  his  Duty  i 
I  {av^,  r/iy  Duty  in  both  thefe  Refpec^s  forced  me  up 
to  fecund  the  Motion,  and  ihe  fame  Duty  forced  me 
up  to  anfwer  the  trivial  Objections  that  have  been  made 
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againft  it.  In  one  of  thefe  Refpeds  my  Duty  is  in  com-  Anno  ig. 
mon  with  what  ought,  I  think,  to  be  the  Duty  of  every  Geo.  ll.  '7^4. 
Member  of  this  Aflembly.  Though  few  Gentlemen  * 
have  given  their  Teftimony,  in  the  moft  open  Man- 
ner, in  Favour  of  the  Motion,  yet  I  can  perceive,  and 
I  am  glad  to  find,  it  meets  with  an  univerfal  good  Re- 
ception ;  and  I  muil  fay,  I  am  furprized  how  any  Gen- 
tleman that  has  the  leaft  Feeling  for  the  Honour  or 
Glory  of  his  Country,  can  fuppofe,  that  this  Motion,  or 
the  good  Reception  it  feems  to  meet  with,  proceeds  from 
Curiofity  only.  But  fuppofe  that  my  Duty  were  no 
Way  concerned,  I  (hall  admit,  that  I  fliould  be  ex- 
tremely curious  to  know,  how  a  Squadron  of  30  French 
.and  Spanijh  Men  of  War  came  to  efcape  from  a  Britijh 
Squadron  of  40  Men  of  War,  every  Way  fuperior  to 
them,  without  fo  much  as  having  one  Ship  either  funk, 
deftroyed,  or  taken.  Nay,  as  they  retook  one  of  their 
bhips,  together  with  a  Lieutenant  and  feveral  brave 
Britijh  Sailors  on  Board,  it  may  properly  be  faid,  that 
they  took  one  Ship  from  us,  and  carried  the  Signs  of 
Victory  triumphantly  to  Spain ;  whereas  we  had  not 
one  Prifoner,  nor  any  other  Sign  of  Vidory  to  fhew, 
but  retired  to  Port-Mahon,  and  left  them  to  purfue  their 
Voyage  to  the  Ports  of  Spain, 

«  This  leads  me.  Sir,  to  the  Amendment  infinuated 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  He  fays,  we 
ought  to  put  the  Word  Condud  infteadof  Mifcarriage; 
for,  fays  he,  there  was  no  Mifcarriage,  becciufe  we  pre- 
vented the  Enemy's  failing  to  Italy^  or  carrying  any 
Supplies  to  their  Army  in  that  Country.  He  ftiould 
have  firft  (iiewed  us,  that  they  intended  to  fail  for  the 
Coafts  o^  Italy,  or  that  they  had  on  Board  any  Supplies 
for  the  Spanijh  Army  in  that  Country.  As  to  Supplies, 
it  is  very  certain  they  had  none,  either  on  Board  or 
along  with  them,  and,  I  think,  it  is  as  certain,  that  they 
(did  not  intend  to  fail  for  the  Coafts  of  Italy.  It  would 
have  been  ridiculous  for  them  to  fail  thither,  while  we 
had  a  fuperior  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  it 
would  have  been  as  ridiculous  to  think  of  fupplying  their 
Army  by  a  Squadron,  unlefs  it  was  fuperior  to  ours. 
While  we  have  a  fuperior  Squadron  there,  they  can 
fupply  their  Army  no  Way  but  by  fmgle  Ships,  fome 
of  vvhich  may,  every  now  and  then,  efcape  our  Squa- 
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Anno  1^.  '^^^^  3"^  our  Cruizers.  They  could  therefore  intenci 
Geo.  II.  1744.  nothing  but  to  get  into  the  Ports  of  Spai?2  near  the 
Straits  Mouth,  in  order  from  thence  to  infeft  our  Trade 
and  prote6t  their  own,  and  to  prevent,  or  at  leaft  ren- 
der it  very  difficult  for  us  to  fupply  our  Squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean  either  vjixh  Stores  or  clean  Ships, 
This  they  efFeded  without  the  Lofs  of  a  fingle  Ship, 
after  having  been  a  whole  Day  engaged  with  a  Britijh 
Squadron  fuperior  to  them  in  Number  of  Ships  and 
Weight  ©f  Metal,  and  in  Number  of  Men.  Sir,  if 
this  was  not  a  Mifcarriage  on  our  Part,  nothing  but  3 
Defeat  can  be  called  a  Mifcarriage  :  Nay,  it  may  in 
feme  Meafure  be  called  a  Defeat ;  for  our  Defign  was 
defeated,  theirs  fucceeded,  and  they  carried  fome  Tro- 
phies of  Vi6):ory  along  with  them  to  Spain,  Therefore 
the  Hon.  Gentlemen  deceive  themfeives,  if  they  expecSl, 
that  we  fliould  either  withdrav/  our  Motion,  or  fubmit 
>  to  its  being  amended  ;  for  I  am,  and  I  hope  my  Hon, 
Friend  who  made  the  Motion  is  refolved  to  have  th^ 
Senfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  both.  What  other  Gentle- 
men may  do  upon  this  Occafion  I  do  not  know;  but  as 
to  the  Hon,  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  when  I  confi- 
der  the  Behaviour  of  fome  of  his  Anceflors  in  a  former 
Reign*,  I  mufl  fay,  I  am  furprized  to  hear  him  oppofe 
fuch  a  Motion,  and  therefore  I  cannot  avoid  applying  tgi 
him, 

^  Nsc  pater  MneaSy   nee  avunculus  exci tat,  He^or^ 

The  Debate  was  concluded  by  the  Right  Hon.  Hmr^ 

Pelham^  who  fpoke  again  in  Subllancc  as  follows : 

«  Sir, 

Hon.  Henry  *  Though  nothing  the  Hon.  Gentleman  h^s  faid  in 

Pelham,  Favour  of  this  Motion,  can  induce  me  in  the  leaft  to 

alter   my  Opinion  concerning  it :  Though  1  am  ftill  of 

Opinion,    that  it  is  very  improper  for  us  to  enter  into 

the  Inquiry  propofed,  yet  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  thinks 

it  a  Duty  incumbent  particularly  upon  him  to  puOi  for 

it,  and  as  the  Houfe  feems  to  be  fond  of  entering  into 

it,  I  fhall,  in  Comphifance  to  him,  and  the  Houfe,  with- 

♦  See  the  Journalr,  as  to  hij  Father  and  Uncle,  in  King   William-^ 
Time,  on  (he  Subjecl, 

draw 
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^raw  my  Oppofition  ;  therefore,  fince  a  Queftion  muft     Anno  it, 
be  put  upon  the  Motion,   and,   confequentJy,  muft  ap-  ^^o-  ^l-  1744* 

pear  in  our  printed  Votes  as  well   as  Journals,  I  hope  ^    ^     '  — ^ 

ic  win   appear  to   have   been  agreed   to   Nemine  Qon^ 
iradicente,  * 

Feb,  28.  An  ingrofTed  Bill  for  punlfliing  Mutiny  and  Mutiny  Bill  paf- 
Defertion,  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  pafled.  ^^^* 

Refolved,  That  an   humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  Refoi^^j^j^  ^^^ 
his  Majefty,  That  he   will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  Papers,  ^c.  re^ 
Directions,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  Copies  ^?"^^  ^°  ^^^  Ac- 
of  all  Letters,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  Adion  laft  ''°''  °^  '^°"^°"' 
Year,  near  Toulon^  in   the  Mediterranean^    againft  the 
combined  Fleets  of  France  and  Spam,,  written  to,  or  re- 
ceived from  Admiral  Matthews  and  Vice- Admiral  L^f- 
iock^  or  any  other  OiBcer  on  Board  the  Britijh  Fleet  m 
the  Mediterranean,,  by  either  of  his  Majefty 's  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  and  the  Commiffioners  for  executing  the 
OiEce  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great-Britain,  or  ei- 
ther of  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe  as  are  of  his 
Majefty 's  moft  Hon.  Privy- Council. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  Copies 
of  fo  much  of  the  Ships  Journals  received  by  the  Com- 
miftioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admi- 
ral of  Great- Britain,  from  any  of  the  Officers  of  his 
Majefty's  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  as  relates  to  the 
Action. 

Ordered,  That  a  Copy  of  the  Line  of  Battle  in  the 
fald  Action,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  And  Addrefles 
|o  his  Majefty  for  thefe  Purpofes  were  refolved  upon. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  printed  Books  of  the  ge- 
neral failing  and  fighting  Inftrticlions  to  his  Majefty*s 
Fleet,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 

March  I.  Ordered,  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe,  Copies  oi  ail  Ships  Journals  tranfmitted  to  the 
Commiffioners  of  the  Navy,  fo  far  as  they  any  Way  re- 
late to  the  A6lion  laft  Year  in  the  Mediterranean. 

March  6.  Lord  Vere  Beauckrck  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  purfuant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  the  fe- 
veral  Copies,  ^c.  i^c,  ordered  on  Feb.  28,  and  March  i, 
Teladve  to  the  Adlion  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  were 

ordered 
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Anno  ig.  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  thQ 
Geo.  II.  1744.  Members.  Other  Lifts  and  Papers  were  afterwards  or- 
^^-'•''V—**-^'  dered,  which  were  accordingly  prefented,  &c.  &c,  and 

WitnefTes  were  ordered  to  attend. 
Or^rtoAdmiral  March  8.  Ordered,  That  Admiral  Matthews^  a  Mem- 
Matthews,  berofthis  Houfe,  do,  upon  Tue/d ay  next,  give  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  it  is  referred 
to  inquire  into  the  Mifcarriage  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet 
laft  Year,  near  Toulon^  in  the  Mediterranean,  a  parti- 
cular Account  of  the  late  Engagement,  and  of  the  Con- 
du61:  and  Behaviour  of  the  commanding  Officers  and 
Captains  of  the  feveral  Ships  during  the  faid  Engagement, 
as  far  as  the  fame  came  under  his  Obfervation,  or  hath 
come  to  his  Knowledge  by  any  Complaint  made  there- 
upon. 

March  13.  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houle,  to  whom  it  is  referred  to  proceed  further 
in  the  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  the  Mifcarriage  of  his 
Majefty's  Fleet,  &c.  in  the  Mediterranean^  have  Power 
to  examine,  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  fuch  Perfons 
as  the  faid  Committee  (hall  think  proper  to  examine, 
upon  the  Subject  Matter  of  their  Enquiry. 
Refolutions  of  March  21.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  the  following  Refolutions,  vi%.  i.  That 
of  Supply.  45,005  /.  9  s.  10  d.  be  granted  for  Freight  of  Tranf- 
ports,  between  Jan,  i,  1743,  and  Dec.  31,  1744, 
2.  That  131345/.  7  J.  y  id.  be  granted  for  the  Ex- 
pence  of  Victuals  for  the  Land-Forces,  between  "fan.  i, 
1743,  and /><?r.  31,  1744.  3.  That  32,094/.  10^. 
Sd.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  6coo  Dutch 
Troops,  whilft  in  Great- Britain,  in  1743  and  1744* 
4.  That  10,240/.  IS.  id.  be  granted  for  defraying 
the  Charge  of  6000  Dutch  Troops,  during  the  Time  of 
their  Continuance  in  his  Majefty's  Service  in  Flanders^ 
in  1744.  5.  That  100,000/.  be  granted  to  make 
good  his  Majefty's  Engagements  with  the  King  oi  Po- 
land, as  Eleflor  of  Saxony,  purfuant  to  Treaty.  6.  That 
500,000  /.  be  granted  to  make  good  fuch  other  Trea- 
ties as  are  or  (hall  be  made  with  his  Majefty's  Allies, 
and  for  other  Services  for  the  Year  1745.  The  five  firft 
Refolutions  were,  upon  the  Queftion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  Upon  the  6th,  the 
Houfe  divided,  but  it  was  rcfolved  in  the  Affirmative  by 
247  to  109.  March 
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March  25.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee     Anno  18. 
of  Ways  and    Means,  the  following  Refolutions,  Wz.  ^^o-"- 174-'. 
i.  That  towards  raifing  the  Supply  granted   to  his  Ma-  rTT'^'''***^ 
jefty,  there  be  ifTued  and  applied  the  Sum  of  8co,ooo/.  the  Committee 
out  of  fuch  Monies  as  have  arifen,  or  fhall  or  may  arife,  of  Wajs  and 
of  the  Surplufles,  ExcefTes,  or  Overplus  Monies,  com-  ^^"^^^ 
monly  called  the  Sinking- Fund,     2.  That  the  prefent 
Duties  payable  on   the  Importation  of  Soapers  Wafte^ 
(hall   ceafe   and  determine.     Which  Refolutions  wene 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

April  I,  Mr.  i^^;z^  r^ported^from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  :  That  the 
Sum  of  21,244/.  13 J.  Z^d,  of  the  Surplus  of  the 
Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder  and  Perry,  granted  for 
the  Service  of  1743,  be  applied  towards  raifing  the  Sup- 
ply for  1745  :  Which  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

April  2.  Refolvcd,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre-  order  for  more 
fentcdto  his  Majefty,  That  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  Copies,  Papers, 
to  give  Dircdions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfcs  ^'^' 
Copies  of  fo  much  of  all  Memorials  and  Letters  tranf- 
mitted  to  either  of  his  Majefty's  Secretaries  of  State,  or 
the  CommilTioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  Kigh 
Admiral,  as  relate  to  any  Mifunderftanding  between,  or 
any  Jealoufies  or  Complaints  of  Admiral  AAatthews's 
againft  Vice- Admiral  Leftock^  or  of  Vice- Admiral  Lef' 
iock  againft  Admiral  Matthews^  with  the  refpedlive  An- 
fvvers  thereto,  from  the  Time  of  Admiral  Matthews* s 
being  appointed  to  command   in  the  Mediterranean^  to 
the  Time  of  the  Engagement  there  laft  Year,  between 
his  Majefty's  Fleet  and  the  combined  Fleets  of  France 
and  Spain. 

April  6.  Mr.  Comptroller  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
purfuant  to  their  Addrefs  refolved  upon  April  2,  the  Co- 
pies therein  requefted. 

Aprils.  Ordered,  Nomine  Contradicente^  that  Leave  gjn   f^j,   ^^^^^^ 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  explaining  and  amending  regulating    the 
an  AGt  of  Charles  IL  intituled.  An  A&.  for  eftabli{hing  ^^^y- 
Articles  iind  Orders  for  the  regulating   and  better  go- 
vernment of  his  Majefty's  Navies,  Ships  of  War,  and 
l^orces  by  Sea  ;  and  alfo  for  regulating  the  Proceedings 
upon  Courts- Martial  in  the  Sea-Service. 

Mr. 
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Anno  iS.  Mr.  Fam  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply  the 

*^'°-";^745'  following  Refolution:  That  23,961/.  2  j.  ii  d,  be 
Refolutiii7  of  g^'^^^tcd  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  two  Troops  of 
the  Commitwe  Rangers,  a  Highland  Company,  Boatmen,  ^c.  for  the 
of  Supply.  Service  of  G^^yr^/^,  from  Sept.   30,   1744,  to  Dec.  24, 

J 745  :  Which  Refolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Jpril  10.    Mr.  Cornwall^  according  to  Order,  re- 
ported from  the   Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,    to 
whom  it  was  referred  to  proceed    further  in   the  En- 
quiry into   the  Caufe  of  the    Mifcarriage  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Fleet,    in  the  Adion,   laft  Year,  near  Toulon, 
the  Refolutions  which  the  Committee  had  directed  him 
to  report  to   the  Houfe,  as  followeth: 
Rtfolutions  of        Ift.  That  his  Majefty^s  Fleet  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
the  Committee    at  the  Time  of  the  Engagement,  laflYear,  near  Tow 
r"agtne^/T'ou-^'''^»  ^^^  fuperior  in  Force  to  the  combined  Fleets  of 
Ion.  France  and  Spain. 

lid.  That  the  Mifcarriage  in  that  Aiftion  refle(Sls  on 
the  Honour  of  his  Majefty's  Arms,  and  was  highly  de^ 
trimental  to  the  Common  Caufe,  and  to  the  Interefl  of 
thefe  Kingdoms. 

nid.  That  there  is  Reafon  to  apprehend,  from  the 
Evidence  laid  before  the  Committee,  that  the  faid  Mif^ 
carriage  was  owing  to  a  Mifcondu6l  and  Mifbehaviour 
in  fomeof  the  Commanders  and  Officers  of  his  Majefty's 
^l^tt'mihQ  Mediterranean* 

Which  Refolutions  were,  upon  a  fecond  Reading, 

agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Addrefs  for  Pa-      Refolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to 

pers  relative  to  his  Majefty,  That  he  will  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to   give 

Capt.  Norris.     Dire£tions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  Copies  of 

all  Letters  and  Papers  tranfmitted  to  the  Commiflioners 

for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral,  relating 

to  the  Court- Martial  lately  held  in  the  Mediterraitean^ 

to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of  Captain  Richard  Norris,, 

and  all  Proceedings  relating  thereunto, 

Refolution  of  Jpril  ii.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 

the  Committee   Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  :  That  an 

mZ?.'  '"'^      additional  Duty  of  Two  pence  per  Ell  be  laid  upon  all 

Cambricks,  and /r^«fZ>  Lawns,  which  fhall  be  imported 

into  Great- Britain,  after  the  24th  of  June  next,  except 

fuch 
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fuch  as  (hall  be  again   exported.     Which  Refolution  -^'^"n  '^* 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  ,  ^^'    '/^"^  ' 

Refolved,  '  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  Addrefs  for 

*  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pieafed   to  Courts-Martial 

<  give  Diredions,  that  Courts-Martial  might  be  ^^^^^^^^^^f"^^^^^: 
'  in  the  moft  fpeedy   and    folemn  Manner,  to   inquire  reSved  on.   '^' 

*  into  the  Condu6l  of  Admiral  Matthews^  Vice-Admi- 

*  ral   Lejlock^  Capt.    Burrijh^    Capt.   Richard  Norris^ 

*  Capt.  IVilliams.,  Capt.  Amhrofe^  Capt.  Frcgmore^  and 
'  Capt.  Dilk^  in,  and  relating  to,  the  late  Engagement 

*  between  his  Majefty's  Fleet,  and  the  combined  Fleets 

*  of  France  and  Spain^    cff  Toulon ;  and  of  the  Lieute- 

*  nants  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  the  Dorfet/hire,  then  aboard ; 

*  and  of  all  other  Officers  who  are,  or  (hould  be,  charged 

*  with  any  Mifcondu6l  in  that  Adlion,  and  to  try 
'  them  for  the   fame  ;  and  that  his  Majefty  would   be 

*  pieafed  to  appoint  a  proper  Perfon  or  Perfons  to  colletSfc 
'  all  the  Evidence  neceflary  for  the  Trials  of  the  faid 
'  feveral  Commanders  and  Officers,  and  to  profecute 
'  them  efFe<5lually  ;  in  order  to  bring  thofe  to  condign 
'  Punifhment,  through  v.'hofe  Mifccndudl,  it  jQiould 
'  be  found,  that  fuch  Difcredit  had  been  brought  upon 

<  his  Majefly's  Arms,  the  Honour  of  the  Nation  facri- 

<  ficed,  and    fuch   an    Opportunity   loft  of   doing  the 

<  moft  important  Service  to  the  Common  Caufe.' 

Upon   the  Motion  made  in  the  Committee  for  the 
Addrefs  on  this  Occafion,  a  Debate  enfued,  and  Robert 
Vyner^  Efqj  fpoke  to  the  following  EfTe^^  : 
«  Sir, 

,*  By  the  Refolutions  the  Committee  have  agreed  tn^  Debate  on  ths 
and  the  Addrefs  now  propofed,  1  find  yo6  are  of  Opi- '5^^°'"^^''"  ^^' 

^,     ^  ,  *^*  nri  jrn  Courts-Martial 

nion,  that  you  have  not,   as  yer,  a  Proof  clear  and  full  ^^^  Matthews 
enough    for  enabling  you   to  condemn,  or  acquit  any  L-ftoci^,  &c. 
Gentleman  concerned  in  that  unfortunate  A<^ ion  near  ^'r"^^*"^  ^y"^^' 
Toulon. \  and  fince  you  have_been  pieafed  to  make  vour     -' 
R.efolutions  general,  I  think,  your  Addrefs  ought  to  bg 
the  fame  ;  confequently,  you  ought  net,   in  your  Ad- 
drefs,   to  mention  any   Man    by  Name,   but  to   deiirc 
only,  that  his   Majefty  would  appoint  a  Court- Martial 
to  inquire  into  the  Conduit  of  all  fuch  Commanders   or 
Officers    who  are,    or  fhall  be  charged  wiih  any  Mif- 
condu<^  in  that  Engagement.     In   all  Societ  es,  S^r,  a 

•  iufr 
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Anno  t8.  juft  snd  cqual  Diflribution  of  Rewards  and  Punifh- 
Geo^.  174;.  j^gf^j-g  J5  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  common  Good,  and 
for  promoting  the  public  Service;  and  as  there  is  nothing 
of  a  greater  Value  to  a  generousiVIind,  than  that  of  a  good 
Nanie^  v/e  ought  to  be  extremely  careful  not  to  do  any 
Thing  that  may  injure  a  Man's  Charader  in  the  Eyes 
of  his  Countrymen,  unlefs  we  have  almoft  a  full  Proof 
of  his  having  been  guilty  of  fome  Mifdemeanor.  Now, 
I  appeal  to  you.  Sir,  if  every  Gentleman,  whofe  Name 
is  mentioned  in  this  Addrefs,  v/ill  not  thereby  fufFer , 
in  his  Cbara6^er  ?  A  moft  powerful  Squadron  of  our 
Ships  of  War  caine  up  with,  and  engaged  a  lefs  power- 
ful Squadron  of  the  Enemy  :  Every  Man  expected,  on 
our  Side,  a  compleat  Vidlory,  which  would,  probably, 
have  been  attended  with  almoft  the  utter  Deltru6lion  of. 
our  Enemy's  Squadron,  becaufe  they  had  no  Port  near 
to  which  they  could  fafely  retire  :  Inftead  of  this,  it 
happened  to  be  a  Sort  of  drawn  Battle,  and  our  Ene- 
mies efcaped,  with  very  littie  Lofs,  to  a  diftant  Port. 
Muft  not  every  one  from  thence  conclude,  that  there 
was  Treachery,  or  fome  very  great  MifconducSt  on 
our  Side  ?  We  appoint  a  Committee  to  inquire  into 
this  Mifcondu^t,  and  after  fitting  many  Days,  and  ex- 
amining a  Cloud  of  WitnefTes,  we  conclude  with  an 
Addrefs  to  his  Majelly  to  have  fuch  or  fuch  particular 
Officers,  by  Name,  tried  by  a  Court-Martlal.  Is  not 
this  telling  the  World,  that  according  to  the  Evidence 
laid  before  us,  every  one  of  thefe  Officers  fo  named 
by  us,  was  guilty  of  MifconducSl  in  that  Engage- 
ment ? 

'  Sir,  if  we  have  Proof  for  thus  blafting  a  Man's  good 
Name,  we  ought  to  go  farther  than  that  of  addreffing  : 
We  ought  to  puniih  as  well  as  inquire  ;  for,  furely,  we 
i^re  as  little  tied  up  by  the  Forms  of  Law,  as  any  Court- 
Martial  can  be:  We  are,  I  think,  as  good  Judges  of 
what  Punifhment  ought  to  be  inflided  on  the  Guilty  5 
and,  I  am  fure,  we  have  as  much  Power  to  punifh  as 
any  Court-Martial  c?xn  pretend  to.  When  I  fay  this, 
i>ir,  1  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  we  ought  to  proceed  to 
the  puffing  of  Sentence  upon  any  of  the  Gentlemen  whofe 
Conduct*  has  been  under  our  Confideration  ;  for  the 
Evidence  ha?;  been  fo  contradictory,  that  1  do  not  think 
myfcif  vvirranvcd  to  con  icnan  any  Man  upon  fuch  Evi- 
5  dence, 
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dcnce,  efpecially  as  we  are  not  obliged  either  to  con-    Anno  i«. 
demn  or  acquit  ;  but  if  we  do  not  condemn  dire6tly,Qso-  II-  'T+S- 
we  ought  not  to  condemn  by  Innuendo,  becaufe  a  Man 
thereby  fufFers   in  his  Character,  which  ought  to   be 
dearer  to  him  than  his  Life. 

<  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  men- 
tion any  Man  by  Name  in  our  Addrefs  j  and  I  have  ano- 
ther Reafon,  which  is  equally  cogent.  As  the  Gentle- 
men are  to  undergo  a  legal  Trial  before  a  Court-Martial, 
our  naming  them  thus  particularly  in  our  Addrefs,  may 
prejudice  the  Court  againft  them  :  Nay,  I  do  not  know, 
if  any  Court- Martial  will  venture  to  acquit  a  Man  who 
has  thus,  in  fome  Meafure,  been  condemned  by  a  Houfe 
of  Commons.  If  our  Addrefs  had  been  founded  upon 
common  Fame  only,  a  Court-Martial  might  have  ac- 
quitted an  Officer,  though  particularly  named  in  fuch 
an  Addrefs,  upon  its  appearing  by  the  Trial  that  there 
was  no  Foundation  for  the  evil  Reports  which  had  been 
raifed  againft  him,  becaufe  they  might  have  fuppofed, 
that  this  Houfe  intended  to  fubjedt  him  to  a  Trial,  only 
in  order  to  vindicate  his  Character ;  but  when  they  con- 
fider,  that  our  Addrefs  was  founded  upon  a  very  narrow 
Scrutiny  into  the  whole  AfFair,  and  after  a  clofe  Exami- 
nation of  all  the  Witnefles  that  could  be  brought  upon 
either  Side  of  the  Queftlon,  they  muft  fuppofe,  that  we 
thought  we  had  a  very  flrong  Proof  againft  every  fuch 
Officer,  otherwife  we  would  not  have  proceeded  fo  far 
as  to  name  him  particularly  in  our  Addrefs,  and  thereby 
diftinguilh  him,  furely  not  much  to  his  Honour,  from 
all  the  Officers  then  on  Board  that  Squadron  ;  and  when 
the  Membes  of  a  Court-Martial  confider  this,  I  cannot 
but  think,  they  will  be  fhy  of  acquitting  abfolutely  any 
Officer  that  comes  thus  ftigmatized  by  a  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, efpecially  when  they  confider  how  much  their  ow^n 
Characters  may  fufFer  by  fuch  Acquittal  ;  for  as  the 
People  are,  and,  1  hope,  always  will  be,  apt  to  judge 
favourably  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Houfe,  and  as  the 
Court-Martial  muft  confift  of  Officers,  the  People  may 
very  probably  fuppofe,  that  they  acquitted  thetr  Bro- 
ther Officer,  though  guilty  of  Cowardice  or  Neglect  of 
Duty,  becaufe  they  did  not  know  hov/  toon  his  Cafe 
might  be  their  own. 

'    Th€% 
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l_\^_f  tor  not  naming  any  Oentleman  particularly  m  our  Ad- 
drefs  ;  however  I  fhall  not,  on  this  Account,  make 
any  Motion  for  an  Amendment,  becaufe,  as  to  all  thofe 
that  are  named  in  the  Addrefs,  except  one,  I  think,  h 
is  hardly  poffible  for  a  Court-Martial  wholly  to  acquit 
any  one  of  them*  It  is  certainly  the  Duty  of  a  Man^ 
who  is  honoured  with  the  Command  of  any  of  his  Ma- 
jeity's  Ships  of  War,  to  attack  the  Enemies  of  his  Coun- 
try if  he  can  come  up  with  them,  and  is  in  no  Danger  of 
being  overpowered:  This,  1  fay,  is  his  Duty,  and  on 
every  fuch  Occafion  it  is  his  Duty  to  attack  as  vigoroufly 
as  he  can.  It  has  manifeftly  appeared  to  thii  Houfe^ 
that  none  of  the  OfEcers  named  in  this  Addrefs,  except 
one,  did  attack  the  Enemv  ;  or  at  leaft,  if  they  did 
attack,  it  was  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  that  there  was  no 
Danger  of  their  receiving  or  doing  any  Harm  ;  and 
from  all  the  Evidence  that  has  been  laid  before  us,  no- 
thing fatisfadtory  has  appeared,  that  they  either  could 
not  attack  at  a  lefs  Diftance,  or  that  they  were  in  any 
Danger  of  being  overpowered  ;  for  as  to  the  Pretence 
of  their  keeping  out  of  Harm's  Way,  becaufe  they 
were  afraid  of  not  being  duly  feconded  by  the  other 
Ships  in  the  Divifion  they  belonged  to,  it  can  never  be 
admitted  as  an  Excufe  for  an  OfHcer's  not  doing  his 
Duty.  At  all  Times,  and  efpecially  in  an  Engagement, 
every  OfHcer  is  to  confider  only  his  own  Duty,  and  that 
he  is  to  perform,  even  though  he  fhould  perifh  in  the 
Attempt  by  the  Failure  of  thofe  who  ought  to  aflift  him. 
If  by  fuch  Failure  he  fhould  perifh  in  the  Performance 
of  his  Duty,  he  muft  truft  to  the  Jullice  of  his  Country 
for  Revenge  upon  thofe  who  were  the  Caufe  of  his 
Misfortune  ;  and  if  none  of  the  Officers  concerned,  or 
rather  that  fliould  have  been  concerned  in  that  Engage- 
ment, fliould  meet  with  condign  Punifhment  :  If  none 
of  them  fhould  be  facrificed  to  the  Manes  of  that  brave 
but  unfortunate  Gentleman  who  perifhed  in  the  Per- 
formance of  his  Duty,  by  others  negledling  to  perform 
theirs,  his  Death  will  lie  at  our  Door,  becaufe  we  have  it 
in  cur  Power  to  prevent  any  Criminal's  efcaping  con- 
dign Punifiiment,  however  powerfully  he  may  be  pro- 
leS^cd. 

*  Therefore, 
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*  Therefore,  Sir,  though  I  think  it  would,  be  better  not  Anno  ig. 
to  name  any  Gentleman  particularly  in  this  Addrefs,  Geo.  II.  174.^. 
yet  as  to  all  of  them,  except  one,  I  am  very  eafy  whe- 
ther you  name  them  or  no  ;  but  as  to  one  Gentleman 
named  in  this  Addrefs,  I  mean  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  that  Squadron,  I  was  furprised  to  hear  his 
Name  mentioned  upon  this  Occadon,  and  much  more 
to  hear  him  put  upon  the  fame  Footing  with  thofe  that 
had  been  manifeftly  guilty  of  Cowardice,  of  :of  having 
notorioufly  negleckd  their  Duty  ;' for-  in  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  Evidence,  I  do  not' remember,  that  he 
has  been  accufed  of  any  Thing  that  looked  like  his  be- 
ing guilty  of  either  of  thefe  Crimes.  On  the  contrary, 
the  chief  Thing  he  is  accufed  of,  by  thofe  whofe  Bufmefs 
it  is  to  recrimiinate,  is  his  being  too  impatient  for  the 
Combat,  and  engaging  before  one  of  the  Divifions  of 
his  Squadron  could  come  up  to  clofe  the  Line.  This, 
indeed,  he  is  accufed  of,  and  it  is  imputed  to  him  as  a 
Crime,  or  at  leaft  a  flagrant  Piece  of  Mifcondudi  but 
by  v^hom  ?  Not  by  any  of  the  Ofncers  that  have  been 
examined  as  WitnelTes  at  our  Bar  ;  but  by  the  Gentle- 
man who  commanded  that  very  Divifion,  and  who 
Hands  accufed  at  our  Bar,  of  wilfully  neglecting  or  mif- 
taking  Orders,  which  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Divifion's 
not  coming  up  to  clofe  the  Line,  before  it  became  ne- 
ceiTary  to  attack  the  Enemy. 

'  Sir,  if  this  Charge  againft  the  chief  Commander  had 
been  fupported  by  the  Opinion  of  any  other  Commander 
or  Officer  in  the  Squadron,  or  if  a  very  fuiEcient,  and 
a  very  natural  Anfwer  had  not  been  made  to  it,  we 
might  have  had  feme  Reafon  for  putting  bis  Name  in  the 
Black  Lift  inferted  in  this  Addrefs ;  but  it  ftands  unfu^ 
ported  by  the  Opinion  of  any  other  Officer  in  the  Squa- 
dron, and  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  made  an  Anfwer  to 
it  that  ftands  in  Need  of  no  Evidence  for  its  Support, 
becaufe  it  is  fupported  by  the  Nature  of  Things.  The 
Enemy  were  fenfible  that  their  combined  Squadrons 
were  inferior  to  cur  formidable  Squadron  then  in  the A^edi- 
terranean ;  but  theyknew  that  manyof  ouiShips  were  foul, 
whereas  theirs  were  all  clean  from  the  Dock.  Their  In- 
tention, therefore,  when  they  failed  from  Toulon^  was. 
not  certainly  to  engage  our  Squadron  upon  equal  Terms; 
i>o^':  was  ■  it  their  Bufmefs  to  ^(^  io  \  becaufe  their  Bufi- 
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Anno  iS.  nefs  certainly  was  to  fail  away,  without  engaging,  if 
Cecr.n.  J745.  poffible,  to  Cadiz,  In  order  to  draw  our  Squadron  in 
Purfuit  of  them  out  of  the  Mediterranean,  that  thereby 
the  Spaniards  might  have  an  Opportunity  to  fend  more 
Forces  and  Supplies  from  Barcelona  to  Italy.  In  Exe- 
cution of  this  Plan,  as  foon  as  they  got  out  to  Sea, 
they  formed  themfelves  in  a  Line,  and  in  that  Line 
they  made  all  the  Sail  they  could  from  us,  well  know- 
ing, that  our  Squadron  could  not  come  up  with  them 
in  a  regular  formed  Line  of  Battle,  becaufe  of  the  Foul- 
nefs  of  feme  of  our  Ships;  and,  confequently,  that  they 
fhould  either  make  their  Efcape  untouched  to  Cadiz,  or 
oblige  our  Admiral  to  attack  them  at  a  Difadvantage, 
that  is  to  fay,  before  he  had  formed  his  Squadron  in  a 
regular  Line  of  Battle  for  that  Purpofe. 

'  From  the  Nature  of  Things,  therefore,  Sir,  it  is 
apparent,  that  our  Admiral  Was  reduced  to  the  hard 
Dilemma,  of  either  allowing  the  Enemy  to  efcape  un- 
touched, or  of  attacking  them  before  he  couTd  get 
all  his  Ships  formed  in  a  regular  Line  :  In  this  Di- 
lemma he  certainly  chofe  the  braveft  Part,  and,  in  my 
Opinion,  the  Part  that  was  moft  for  the  Intereft  of  his 
Country,  as  well  as  the  Common  Caufe.  As  foon  as 
he  difcovered  plainly  their  Defign,  he  refolved  to  at- 
tack them  at  a  Difadvantage,  rather  than  not  attack 
them  at  all  ;  and  this  is  what  the  Vice- Admiral  calls 
Jlaflmefs,  or  Impatience.  Surely,  of  all  Men  he  is 
the  iaft  that  ought  to  find  Fault  with  the  Admiral's- 
Condu6l  ;  becaufe  he  was  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  Di- 
lemma v/hich  the  Admiral  was  reduced  to  ;  for,  not- 
vvithlhnding  the  Foulnefs  of  our  Ships,  fome  of  the 
Enemy's  Ships  were,  it  feems,  fo  bad  Sailors,  that  our 
Admiral  might  have  come  up  in  Line  of  Battlewith  their 
Squadron,  if  our  Vice- Admiral  had,  the  Evening  be- 
fore, given  Obedience  to  the  Signal  for  clofingthe  Line, 
before  he  gave  Obedience  to  the  Signal  for  bringing  to, 
which  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Divifion's  being  at  fuch  a 
Diftance  from  the  Center  the  next  Morning  ;  and 
which,  if  it  was  a  Miftake,  feems  to  me  to  have  bieen  a 
very  grofs  one,  becaufe,  I  think,  common  Senfe  fhould 
h3ve  directed  him  to  clofe  the  Line  before  he  brought  to, 
SiUfi  that  this  was  the  Admiral's  Tv^eaning  by  his  not 

hawling 
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bawling  ia  the   Signal  for  the  Line  before  it  began  to    Anno  iS. 
grow  dark.  ^  p'^"-  ^^-  ^74-- 

'  Next  Morning,  Sir,  when  the  Admiral  (iiw  his 
Vice-Admiral,  with  the  rear  Divifion,  at  fuch  a  Di- 
fi:ancc  from  him,  and  before  he  had  plainly  difcovered 
the  Enemy's  Defign,  he  refolved  to  lie  by  till  the  latter 
fhould  come  to  clofe  the  Line  ;  but  when  he  faw  the 
Enemy  making  all  the  Sail  they  could  from  him,  he 
perceived  the  Dilemma  he  was  reduced  to,  and  he  re- 
folved to  purfue  without  his  rear  Divilion,  rather  than 
allow  the  Enemy  to  efcape,  hoping  that  if  he  could  re- 
tard the  Enemy  by  engaging  them,  his  Rear-Admirai 
might  get  up  Time  to  his  Al5i{i;ance.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, Rafhnefs  or  Impatience,  but  Neceility  that  pre- 
vented his  not  lying  by  to  wait  for  his  rear  Divifion  ; 
and  upon  his  coming  up  with  the  Enemy,  the  Confu- 
fion  the  Spanifi  Ships  were  in,  and  the  great  Diflance 
moft  of  them  were  at  from  the  French^  gave  him  aa 
Opportunity  of  cutting  them  ofF,  which  he  thought  he 
could  not  let  flip.  This  made  him  bear  down  upon  the 
Spaniftj  Admiral,  and  if  he  bad  been  as  well  fupported 
by  all  the  Ships  in  his  own.  Divifion,  as  he  was  by  the 
Marlborough^  he  would,  probably,  have  compleated 
his  Defign,  before  it  had  been  in  the  Power  of  the 
French  to  tack  and  come  to  the  Relief  of  their  Friends 
the  Spaiiiards :  Nay,  if  all  the  Ships  of  the  Van  and 
Center  Divlfions  of  our  Squadron  had  aftvrd  with  that 
Spirit  and  Refolution  which  Britijh  Men  of  War  were 
formerly  wont  to  do,  I  doubt  much  if  the  French  would 
have  attempted  to  relieve  their  Friends  the  Spaniards:  I 
believe,  they  would  have  left  them  to  our  Mercy,  and 
would  have  made  the  beft  Ufe  they  could  of  the  Clean- 
nefs  of  their  Ships,  in  order  to  fave  themfelves. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  our  Admiral  has  given,  1  think,  a  full 
and  a  moft  fufHcient  Anfwer  to  the  only  Charge  of  any 
Importance  that  has  been  brought  againft  him  ;  and 
therefore,  I  am  furprized  at  its  being  propofed  to  men- 
tion him  in  this  Addrefs.  To  rank  him  in  the  fameClafs 
with  thofe  who  have  undoubtedly  been  guilty  of,  at  leaft, 
a  Negled  of  Duty,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  a  confounding 
of  public  Juftice,  and  punifhing  one  for  good  Behaviour, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  you  are  recommending  others  to 
be  tried  and  punilhed  for  bad. 
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Anno  i8.  '  I  (liaii  grant,  Sir,  that  your  thus  confounding  th^ 

Geo.  II,  i74q.    Jnnocent  with  the  Guilty,  will  obviate  ouq  ObjecStiort 
^""■■'^v'*"-^  I  have  made  to  your  mentioning  any  Gentleman  parti- 
cularly by  Name:   Your  Addrefs,  1  &all  admit,  can  no 
Way  influence  a  Court- Martial,  when  they  f^e  Officers 
that   have   behaved    well,    thereby   put  upon  the  fame 
Footing  with  thole  that  hiave  behaved  ill ;  and  if  I  were 
a  Friend  to    the    Guihy,  and    refolved,   if  pofTible,  to 
fcreen  them  from  the  Puniihment  they  deferved,  1  (hould 
certainly  take  this  Method  :   If  I  found   I   could   not 
prevent  their  Names   being    particularly  mentioned   in 
the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe,  1  fhould  take  Care  to  have 
them   joined    with  fomei  that   evidently  appeared  to  be 
innocent;   but  as  1  am  not  for  fcreening  the  Guilty, 
fo  1  am  againfl  pUnifliing  the;  Innocent ;  and  as  I    look 
lipon  it  as  a    Sort  of  Punifliment,-  for    any  Man    to 
jiave  his  Name  mentioned  in  this  Addrefs,  therefore,  if 
you  mention  any,  lam  for  mentioning  none  but  fuch 
as  h^ve   appeared,  upon  the  Evidence   at  our   Bar,  to' 
have  been  guilty  of  fome  Sort  of  MifcOnda6l   in  that 
Engagement ;  confequently  I  muft  be  for  }  our  leaving 
the  Name  of  the  chief  Commander  out  of  the  Addrefs 
now  propdfed  ;  and  as  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  any  Gen- 
tleman here  is  more  fwayed  by  his  perfonal  Regard  foe 
one  Man,  or  his   perfonal  Pique  to  another,  than  he 
is  by   his  Concern  for  public  Juftice,  1  hope,  in  this 
Opinion  of  mine,  to  have  the  Concurrence  of  a  great 
Majority  of  this  Allembly*' 

Henry  Fox^  Efq;  then  got  up,  and  fpoke  in  Subflancc 
as  follows  •- 
'  Sir, 

Hen.  Fox,  Ef*^;  *  As  1  cadrtot  be  fuppofed  to  have  a  more  than  ordi- 
nnry  Regard  for,  and  much  leis  a  perfonal  Pique  to  any 
one  of  the  Commanders  or  Officers  propofed  to  be 
named  in  thi^  Addrefs :  As  I  can  have  upon  this  Occa- 
iloa  no  Concern  for  any  Thing  but  the  public  Juftice 
of  this  Nation,  I  hope,  I  may  fpeak  my  Mind  freely, 
without  Sufpicion  of  any  By- View,  or  of  any  private 
Motive,  either  in  Favour  or  in  Prejudice  of  aay  of 
the  C^'entlcmen  whole  Conduct  has  been  fo  long  under 

'  our  Kxamination;  and    were  I  more  liable  to  Sufpicion 

ilian,  I  think,  I  am,  I  ihould  fpeak  my.  Mind  freely, 

becaufe^ 
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fcccaufe,  I  think,  that  both  the  Honour  iincl  the  Interefl:       Anno  iS?. 
•of  my  Country  are  deeply  concerned  in    the  Queiftion  ^^^-^^^  i74»'' 
now  before  us. 

'  If  we  confider,  Sir,  the  Reafon  we  had  for  enter- 
ing into  this  Inquiry,  and  the  End  u^e  propofed  to  our- 
selves in  examining  fo  many  V/ltnefTes,  we  cannot,  I 
think,  avoid  mentioning,  in  this  Addrefs,  the  Names 
;Of  fome  of  the  Gentlemen  concerned  in  the  late  En- 
gagement off  Toulon,  We  may  all  remember  the  Ex- 
.peclations  of  the  People  lafl  Seffion,  when  they  heard 
ihat  the  combined  Squadrons  of  Frana  and  Spain  had 
been  fo  bold  as  to  put  to  Sea,  and  that  there  had  been  a 
Fight  between  them  and  ,our  Squadron  in  the  Meditcr- 
rafiean :  We  muft  remember  the  Surprize  and  Difap- 
pointment  that  appeared  in  every  Man's  Countenance, 
when  heheardthat  this.Fight  had  ended  in  a  drawn  Battle, 
and  that  all  the  Enemy's  Ships  but  one  had  got  fafe  into 
the  Ports  of  Spain,  with  one  of  our  Lieutenants,  and 
above  twenty  of  our  Men  Prifoners  on  Board,  as  a 
Mark  of  Triumph.  Our  Government  became  at  fir(t 
the  Obje6l  of  the  People's  Sufpicion  :  They  fuppofed 
that  our  Mlnifters  had  not  had  proper  Intelligence,  or 
had  neglected  to  provide  o^ur  Admiral  in  the  Mediter- 
■rcnean  \v\ih  fufficient  Stores,  or  a  fufficient  Number  of 
Line  of  Battle  Ships  ;  but  when  they  heard  that  our 
Squadron  was  every  Way  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Enemy, 
.every  Officer  concerned  in  the  Engagement  began  to 
be  fuCpetled  of  Cowardice  or  Mifconduci:,  till  at  laf}^ 
by  Letters  from  Abroad,  and  Rumours  induflrioudy 
fprcad  here  at  Home,  the  ^efentmenr,  as  well  as  the 
Sufpiciori  of  the  People,  came  to  be  chidiy  direded 
againft  one  Admiral,  w^ho,  unfortunately  for  himfelf  as 
well  as  his  Country,  was  not,  or  could  not  get  up  7'ime 
enough  to  enter  into  the  Engagement.  However,  as 
Sufpicion  is  no  Proof,  the  Airair  rem.alned  undecided 
when  this  Seflion  began,  and  our  Minifters,  as  well  as 
every  QiScer  concerned  in  the  Engagement,  remained 
liable  to  the  Su'picions  of  the  People,  and  the  Mifrepre- 
fentatlons  of  their  Enemies. 

'  As  we  in  this  Houfe  are  the  great  Inquilltors  of  the 

'Nation,  this,  Sir,  was   the  Realon,  and   it  was  a  fujH- 

cient  Reafon  for  our  inquiring  into  the  Affair;   and  the 

K-^^d  we  propofed  to  ourfelves  by  fuch  Inquiry  was,  to 
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Anr^Q  \^.       vindicate  the  Inhocent,  as  well  as  to  dete6l  and  punifh 
Crio,  II.  1745.    the   Guilty,     Is    it   poffible,  Sir,  to  anfwer   this  End, 
without  mentioning  fome  Perfons  by  Name  in  our  Ad- 
drefs?     We  have,   indeed,   removed  all  Manner  of  Suf- 
picion  from  our  Government  or  Minifters,  by  the  Re- 
foiutjons  we   have   already    come  to,  but  we  have  left 
every  Officer  in  that  Squadron  as  liable  to  Sufpicion  as 
c^ei  ;  and  if  we  iliould  make  our  Addrefs  general,  with- 
out meniioning  any  Perfon  by  Name,  they  muft  all  re- 
main fo.     If  this  fhould  be  the  Iffue,  I    murt  fay,    we 
have  given  ourfelves   a  great  Deal  of  Trouble  to   very 
little  Purpofe  ;  for  an  Hour  or  two's  Examination  might 
h-ive    furniOied  us   with   a  fufHcient  Foundation  for  aM 
the  Refoiutions  we  have   yet  come  to  :    A  Witnefs  or 
two,  to  have  given  us  an  Account  of  the  Number  and 
Condition   of   our  Ships  and   of  the  Enemy's,  would 
have  been  fufEcient  for  this   Purpofe,  and  after  coming 
to  the  Refoiutions  now   agreed  to,  we  might,  without 
any  further  Examination,  have  refolved  upon  fuch  a  ge- 
neral Addrefs  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  propofes.    But  by 
our  Inquiry,  and  by  the  great  Pains  we  have  taken,  we 
intended,    and,    I  hope,  we  flill  intend,  to  vindicate 
thofe,  againft  whofe  Conduct  in  that  Engagement   no 
Obje6tion  can  be  found,    and  to  point  out  the  particu- 
lar Perfons,  whofe  Condu<3:   is   at  leaft  liable  to  Sufpi- 
cion.    If  the  Evidence  had  been  clear  and  confident,  I 
believe,  we  fhould  -have  proceeded  to  Sentence  againit 
fome  of  the  Guilty  ;  but  as  it  has  appeared  to  be  con- 
\  fuftd,  obfcure,  and  contradictory,  we  find,   we  cannot 
proceed  fo  far  ;  but  mufi:  leave  it  to  a  Court- Martial,  to 
try  thofe   againft  whofe  Conduct  any  Objedions  have 
been  made,  becaufe  they  may  fift  the  WitnefTes  more 
clofeiy  than  We  can,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  Cha- 
ra6ier  of  every  Witnefs,    may  more  certainly  judge  of 
the  Credit  that  is  to  be  given  to  his  Evidence.      By  this 
Method    we  fhall    vindicate    the   Characters  of   thofe, 
againit  whofe  Condud  no  ObjeClion  has  been  made,  and 
we  fhall    leave  it  to  a  Court-Martial   to  vindicate  or 
cond-emn  thofe,  whofe  Conduct  has  been  objedf  ed  to. 

*■  This,  Sir,  is  anfwering  the  End  of  our  tedious  In- 
quiry, as  far  as  we  can,  and  without  this  we  Ihall  an- 
fwer no  End  at  all.  By  this  Method  we  cannot  piejii- 
«lice  a  Couft'Martial  againft  any  Man  :  We  only  inform 

th^ip^, 
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them,  that  againfi:  the  Conduct  of  fuch  particular  Per-  Anno  ?g. 
fons  as  are  mentioned  in  our  Addrefs,  we  have  heard  Geo.  il.  1745. 
Objections  made,  which  Objedlions  they  are  to  inquire 
into,  and  to  acquit  or  condemn,  according  as  they  hnd 
thofe  Objedtions  fupported  or  anf'A'ered.  We  do  not 
dire£t  them  to  condemn,  no  more  than  we  do  to  ac- 
quit, nor  can  the  Members  of  a  Court-Martial,  from, 
any  Expreffion  in  this  Addrefs,  fuppofe  that  we  do;  and 
therefore  they  will  be  at  full  Liberty  to  acquit  or  con- 
demn, as  they  fliall  fee  Caufe  from  the  Evidence  upon 
the  TriaL  Our  mentioning  any  Gentleman's  Naoie  in 
our  Addrefs,  can,  therefore,  be  of  no  Prejudice  to  him, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  muft  be  of  great  Service,  becaufe 
it  will  furnifh  him  with  2n  Opportunity  to  vindicate 
his  ConduCi:,  in  the  fulleft  and  m-oft  authentic  Man- 
ner, againfl:  thofe  Objections  that  have  been  mi;de  to  it,. 
For  this  Reafon,  I  am  furprized  to  hear  it  propofed  by 
any  Gentleman,  who  feems  to  be  a  Friend  to  the  chief 
Commander  of  that  Squadron,  that  his  Name  fiiould 
be  left  out  of  cur  Addrefs ;  for,  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be 
faid,  that  no  Objection  has  been  made  to  his  Condudr. 
It  is  well  known,  that  many  Objections  have  been  made 
to  his  Conduct,  both  within  Doors  and  Vv^ithout ;  and 
though  I  do  not  queftion  his  being  able  to  anfwer  every 
one  of  them  to  the  Satisfaction  of  a  Court-Martial,  }et, 
I  hope,  I  fhall  be  excufed,  when  I  repeat  them  upon 
this  Occafion,  becaufe  I  think  it  neceffary  for  jultir")  iqg 
the  Vote  I  am  to  give  upon  this  Queftion. 

'  In  doing  this,  Sir,  1  fliall,  for  Method's  Sake,  ob- 
ferve  the  Order  of  Time  as  near  as  I  can  ;  and  ac- 
cording t©  this  Method,  I  muft  begin  with  his  Behavi- 
our towards  his  Vice-Admiral,  who  was  the  Officer  next 
under  him  in  Command.  What  private  Piques  or  Con- 
tefts  there  might  have  been  between  them  before  that 
Time,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  take  it  as  a  general  Rule, 
that  when  two  Officers  happen  to  be  joined  together  in 
one  Command,  they  are  to  lay  afide  all  old  Grudges, 
all  former  Animofities,  to  treat  one  another  with  the 
RefpeCt  due  to  the  Commiilion  they  refpeCtiveiy  bear 
from  his  Majefty,  and  to  unite  heartily  and  cordially 
together  in  their  Endeavours  to  ferve  their  Country. 
Notvi^ithftanding  this,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Admiral  was 
fo  far  from  treating  the  Vice-Admiral  with  the  Refpcct 
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Anno  ig.  due  to  his  Character,  that  he  did  not  treat  him  with 
^^°- j[^'_'745'_  common  Decency  :  He  never  confulted  with  him,  nor 
afked  his  Advice  in  any  Thing,  and  even  took  fome  Op- 
portunities to  treat  him  in  a  pubhc  Manner  with  fome 
Hon  of  Contempt.  1  (hall  not  defcend  fo  low  as  to  re- 
peat the  Particulars  ;  but  1  muft  obferve,  that  it  had 
a  very  bad  Effe6l  upon  the  Service,  as  I  (hall  after- 
wards make  appeaj^,  becaufe  it  gave  the  Vice- Admiral 
Ground  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  had  a 
Spleen  againft  him,  and  watched  for  an  Opportunity  to 
ruin  him,  which  of  Courfe  made  him  fo  exa6t  in  obeying 
Oiders,  and  obferving  all  the  Pun6lilio's  of  Difcipline, 
that  he  durft  not  venture  to  depart  from  them,  even 
when  by  a  Departure  he  might  have  done  efFe(5i;ual  Ser- 
vice to  his  Country. 

*  The  next  Objedlion  I  fliall  take  Notice  of,  is,  that 
from  the  Time  the  Admiral  took  upon  him  the  Comr 
mand  of  that  Squadron,  he  never  fo  much  as  once  or- 
dered it  to  be  drawn  up  in  Line  of  Battle,  though  he 
-was  fenfible,  that  feveral,  perhaps  moft,  of  the  Ships, 
were  commanded  by  Officers  who  had  never  feen  an 
Engagement  at  Sea  betv/een  two  numerous  Squadrons; 
and  who  confequently  could  not  be  fuppofed,  without 
fome  Pra^ice,  to  be  very  expert  at  dravi^mg  up,  failing, 
or  tacking  in  a  Line.  This  too  was  a  great  Difadvan- 
tage  to  the  public  Service,  and  was  perhaps  the  Caufe 
of  the  Miibehaviour  of  fome  of  our  Captains  in  the  En- 
gagement, and  particularly  of  the  Admiral's  being  fa 
faintly  alTifted  by  mofl  of  the  Captains  in  his  own  Diyi- 
fion  ;  for  though  he  v/as  not  joined,  during  the  Engager 
ment,  by  the  rear  Divifion  of  his  Squadron,  yet,  by 
all  the  Accounts  I  have  been  able  to  colled,  if  every 
Captain  in  his  own  Divifion  had  behaved  with  the  fame 
Refolution  the  brave  Captain  Cornwall  did,  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  few,  if  any,  of  the  Spanijh  Squadron  could 
have  efcaped  beingtaken  or  deflroyed ;  becaufeour Admiral 
had  fourfl-OutShips  a-flern  of  his  Second,  the  Marlborough^ 
2ind  the  Spanijh  Admiral  had  but  fivea-ftern  of  hisSecond : 
Surely,  the  four  Brliijh  Ships  might  have  kept  the  five 
Spanijh  Ships  in  Play  till  fome  of  the  headmoft  Ships  of 
our  rear  Divifion  could  have  come  up  to  their  Affift- 
jince;  and  if  the  iVbr/^tf/zf,  our  Admiral's  Second  a- heac^5^ 
after  beating  the  Con/iant^  the  Spanijh  AdmiraPs  Secon^ 

a-head^ 
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a-head,  out  of  the  Line  :  I  fay,  if  tlie  "Norfolk  had  upon  Anno  i?. 
this  come  up  A\^tSCiy  to  the  Affiilance  of  the  Marlbo-  ^'^o.  ll.  174.5^ 
rough  and  his  own  Admiral,  it  is,  1  think,  hardly  pof- 
fible  to  fuppofe,  that  either  the  Spanifo  Admiral,  or 
any  of  his  Ships  a-ftern,  could  have  efcaped  being  taken 
or  deftroyed,  before  the  French  Admiral  tacked  to  his 
Relief,  and  at  the  fame  Time  we  could,  and  certainly 
would  have  made  fure  of  the  tv/o  Ships  next  to  him 
a- head,  meaning  the  Ccnjiant  and  the  Poder,  the  for- 
mer of  which  was  difabled  and  beat  out  of  the  Line, 
and  the  latter  we  adually  deftroyed. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  if  all  the  Captains  of  our  Admiral's  Di- 
vifion  had  behaved  with  that  Spirit  and  Refolution  they 
ought  to  have  done,  of  the  twelve  Spanifo  Men  of  War 
we  fhould  have  taken  or  deftroyed  nine-,  and  in  this 
Cafe,  if  the  other  three  v/ith  the  whole  French  Squadron 
had  efcaped  with  as  little  Damage  as  they  did,  it  might 
have  been  of  great  Advantage  to  the  Common  Caufe, 
and  to  this  Nation  in  particular  ;  becaufe  if  the  Spanifo 
Squadron  had  been  almofi:  entirely  cut  ofi^,  and  the 
French  had  efcaped  without  any,  or  but  very  little  Hurt, 
it  would  have  raifed  fuch  a  Jealoufy  in  the  Court  of 
Spain^  as  might  in  all  Likelihood  have  produced  an  open 
Breach  with  that  of  France^  and  the  certain  Confequence 
of  this  would  have  been  a  Peace  between  Spain  and  us, 
almcfl:  upon  any  Terms  we  could  reafonably  prefcribe  ; 
which  would  have  been  the  more  eafily  accompliftied, 
becaufe  if  Spain  had  joined  with  us  in  an  Alliance  for  pro- 
curing the  Queen  of  Hungary  an  Equivalent  from 
France,  we  might  have  got  from  her  a  good  Settlement 
for  the  Infant  Don  Philip  in  Italy,  From  all  which  I 
^luft  conclude,  that  the  Difappointment  v/e  met  with  in 
that  Engagement,  was  not  altogether  owhng  to  the  Vice- 
Admiral's  not  coming  up  in  Time  to  the  Battle,  but  in 
fome  Part  to  the  Mifbehaviour  of  moftof  the  Captains  in 
the  Admiral's  Divifion,  which  I  have  the  Charity  to 
believe,  v/as  more  ov/ing  to  their  Ignorance  than  Cow- 
ardice ;  and  this  the  Admiral  might  have  prevented, 
had  he  before  given  Directions  to  have  the  Squadron 
frequently  drav/n  up  in  a  Line  of  Battle,  and  the  Cap- 
tains inftru61ed  in  every  Point  of  what  might  happen  to 
te  theif  D'Jty  in  the  Time  of  an  Engagement. 

^  The 
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AnnoiS.  «  The  third  Objection  to  the  Ad  mi  ral's  Condu^l:,  is, 

Geo.  II.  174.^.  Sir,  his  extreme  Hurry  and  Impatience,  which,  if  true, 
I  fhall  readily  admit,  entirely  owing  to  his  natu- 
ral Courage  and  ardent  Defire  to  ferve  his  Country. 
Thefe  Qualities,  Sir,  are  both  in  themfelves  highly  com- 
mendable ;  but  a  Commander  in  Chief  ought  to  mo- 
derate them  To  as  not  to  be  led  by  them  into  any  rafti 
A6tion,  or  any  Hurry  of  Mind;  for  when  a  Man  is 
hurried  in  his  Mind,  he  can  never  coolly  confider  the 
various  Incidents  that  may  occur  in  a  Day  of  A6lion. 
To  this  Hurry  and  Impatience  of  our  Admiral's,  his  Ad- 
verfaries  have  afcribed  feveral  unlucky  Effe<Sl:s :  Firfl-, 
they  fay,  it  brought  the  Squadron  into  imminent  Dan- 
ger of  running  foul  of  one  another,  as  they  were  fleering 
out  of  Hieres  Bay  :  Next,  it  made  the  Admiral  fail 
away  in  the  Morning  of  the  Day  of  Rattle,  without 
waiting  for  the  Rear-Admiral's  getting  up  to  clofe  the 
Line:  Thirdly,  it  made  him  give  the  Signal  to  en- 
gage too  early.  Fourthly,  it  made  him  attack  the  S-pa- 
nijh  Admiral,  in  their  rear  Divifion,  whereas  he  fhould 
have  failed  up  and  attacked  the  French  Admiral  in  the 
Center,  by  which  he  expofed  his  Van  to  both  the  Cen- 
ter and  Van  of  the  Enemy,  and  left  no  Room  in  the 
Line  for  his  own  rear  Divifion ;  fo  that  had  it  got  up 
in  Time,  it  could  have  been  of  very  little  Service  to 
him:  And,  fifthly,  it  made  him  negled  giving  timely 
Orders  to  his  Firefhip  to  prime,  which  was  the  chief 
Caufc  of  her  blowing  up  too  foon  ;  and  likewife  it  made 
bim  negle6l  ordering  her  the  proper  Affiftance,  io  that 
if  fhe  had  not  blown  up,  Ihe  would  probably  have  been 
taken  or  funk,  before  fhe  could  have  reached  the 
Enemy. 

*  The  fourth  Obje(5lion,  Sir,  relates  to  the  Admiral's 
Conduct  towards  the  End  of  the  Engagement,  when  the 
whole  French  Squadron,  both  Center  and  Van,  was 
bearing  down  upon  our  Van,  which  was  thereby  in  the 
wtmoft  Danger  of  being  deftroyed  ;  and  yet  our  Admi- 
ral made  no  Difpofition  for  protecting  our  Van,  or  for 
-attacking  the  French^  but  hauled  down  the  Signal  to 
engage,  and  retired  with  fjch  Precipitation,  that  he 
left  the  Poder^  a  Spanijh  Man  of  War  we  had  taken  in 
the  Engagement,  to  be  retaken  by  the  French^  with  a 
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Lieutenant  and  23  of  our  Men  on  Board,  who  were  ac-     Anno  i?. 
cordingly  carried  Prifoners  to  Spain.  Geo.  ll.  174- 

'  And  the  fifth,  and,  I  think,  the  heavieft  Charge 
againft  our  Admirars  Condu6^,  is,  his  calling  back  the 
Vice-Admiral,  on  the  13th  in  the  Morning,  when  he 
v;as  again  in  Sight  of  tne  combined  Squadrons,  and 
gaining  fo  faff  upon  them,  that  they  muft  either  have 
come  to  a  fecond  Engagement,  or  left  all  their  difabled 
Ships,  and  among  the  reft  the  Spanijh  Admiral,  a  Pney 
to  our  Squadron.  This,  if  not  duly  accounted  for^ 
was  certainly  an  egregious  Piece  of  Milcondu6l ;  becaufe, 
if  we  could  have  forced  the  French  to  a  fecond  Engage- 
ment, we  fliould  then  have  been  more  fuperior  in 
Force  to  them  than  we  were  in  the  hrft  Day's  Eng:ige- 
ment ;  and  if  we  had  forced  them  to  leave  all  the  Spa- 
rAJh  difabled  Ships  a  Prey  to  us,  we  (hould  then  have 
had  fome  Sort  of  Triumph  to  boaff  of,  and  might  have 
produced  the  good  Eftedts  I  have  already  mentioned,  by 
caufmg  a  Breach  between  the  Courts  of  France  and 
Spain.  This  ConducSl  in  the  Admiral  he  is  the  more 
necefTarily  bound  to  clear  up,  becaufe  it  has  been  fug- 
gefted,  by  his  Enemies  I  fuppofe,'  that  it  proceeded 
from  Spleen  againft  the  Vice- Admiral,  which  made  him 
refolve  to  prevent  his  gaining  any  Honour,  or  doing  any 
Service  to  his  Country. 

'  Gentlemen  mufb  thus  fee.  Sir,  that  there  is  not 
one  only,  but  feveral  very  material  Objeftions  againft 
the  Admiral's  Condu6l,  as  well  as  againft  the  Vice-Ad- 
mirars.  I  do  not  doubt  of  his  being  able  to  clear  him- 
felf  to  a  Court-Martial :  I  hope,  the  Vice- Admiral  will 
be  able  to  clear  himfelf  as  well  as  he  ;  and  1  wifh  that 
every  one  of  cur  Officers  may  be  able  to  clear  them- 
felves  ;  for  though  I  am  as  beartilv  forry  for  the  Dif- 
appointment  we  met  with  in  that  Engagement,  as  -any 
Man  in  the  Kingdom,  I  fhouldbe  glad  to  be  convinced, 
that  it  was  owing  merely  to  the  Fate  of  War,  and  not 
to  the  Mifcondu£l  of  any  of  our  Officers  or  Comman- 
ders. But  as  to  what  1  have  as  yet  heard,  either  with- 
out Doors  or  within,  I  think,  the  Condudi  of  our  Ad- 
miral, as  well  as  Vice- Admiral,  ftill  remains  liable  to  Suf- 
picion,  and  therefore  I  am  for  giving  them  both  a  new 
Opportunity  for  juftifying  their  Condu6t;  for  as  to  what 
has  been  (aid  in  Juftification  of  the  Admiral's  failing  up 
2  *  ^M 
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Anno  18.  and  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  the  irregular  and  precir 
^co.  II.  1745.^  pitate  Manner  he  feems  to  have  done,  the  Fa £1  upon 
'  which  that  Juftification  wholly  depends,  has  not  been 
made  To  clear  to  us  as  I  could  v^^ifh  :  I  mean,  the  Necef- 
fity  he  was  under  of  attacking  in  that  Manner,  or  not 
at  all ;  becaufe  the  combined  Squadrons  could  fail  much 
fafter  than  his  Squadron,  and  would  have  failed  away 
from  hinij,  if  he  had  not  failed  up  and  attacked  in  the 
Manner  he  did.  That  the  combined  Squadrons  either 
would,  or  could  have  failed  away  from  him,  is  a  Fa6t 
that  has  been  contradicted  as  well  as  affirmed  ;  and  for 
this,  as  well  as  fome  other  Reafons,  feems  ftill  to  be 
dubious  ;  for  firft,  as  to  their  Will,  there  feems  to  me 
to  be  fome  Reafon  to  think,  they  came  out  with  a  De- 
fign  to  attack  our  Squadron,  and  that  they  would  have 
attacked  it,  if  they  could  have  got  the  Advantage  of 
having  the  Weather- Gage  of  us.  When  they  firft 
failed  out  of  Port,  and  had  theWindWefterly,  our  Squa- 
dron being  then  to  the  Eaftward  of  them,  they  immedi- 
ately formed  into  a  Line,  and  flood  towards  our  Squa- 
dron, till  the  Wefterly  Wind  died  away,  and  an  Eafterly 
Wind  began  to  prevail ;  and  even  when  we  got  the 
Wind  of  them,  they  were  fo  far  from  failing  av^ay  be- 
fore the  Wind  from  us,  that  they  flood  to  the  South- 
ward,  which  feemed  to  be,  either  with  a  Defign  to  wait 
for  a  Change  of  the  Wind,  or  to  endeavour  by  tacking  to 
get  between  us  and  the  Wind. 

'Therefore,  Sir,  from  the  Courfe  the  combined  Squa- 
drons fteered,  both  when  they  came  out  of  Port,  and  after:-* 
wards,  they  feemed  more  intent  upon  engaging  us  with 
Advantage,  than  upon  getting  away  from  us  3  and  this 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  feveral  other  Circumftances. 
They  neither  did,  nor  could  imagine,  that  our  Squa- 
dron confifted  of  fo  many  Ships  of  the  Line,  becaufe  two 
from  £ngland  joinsd  it  but  the  Day  before  the  Engage- 
anent.  In  the  next  Place,  they  knew  their  Ships  were 
-much  better  manned  than  ours,  fo  much  better,  I  be- 
lieve, that  though  we  had  a  greater  Number  of  Line  of 
Battleships,  they  had  a  much  greater  Number  of  Men, 
from  whence  they  concluded,  that  if  they  could  get  the 
Wind  of  us,  they  would  be  able  to  get  the  better  of 
>BS  by  boarding  at  all  Adventures :  And,  laftly,  they 
liad  along  with  them  no  lefs  than  four  Firelhips,  which 
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ihey   certainly   would  have  made  great    VCe  of,  and,     ^""o  '^• 
probably,   with   great  Succefs,  if  they  could   have   en-  ^^°- ^^- i74S'^ 
gaged  us  with  the  Wind  in  their  Favour,     I  am,  there- 
fore,   far  from  thinking  it  clear,  that  they  intended   to 
avoid  an  Engagement,  and  efcape  from  us  if  poilible  s 
and  if  this  did  not  plainly  appear  to  be  their  Defign,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  juftify  the  Admiral  for  not  lying  by, 
or   fhortening  Sail   till  his   rear  Divifion    could  get  up 
to  clofe  the  Line,  but  ftill  more  difHcult  to  juftify  his 
attacking  the  Spaniards ,  for  the  Opportunity  he  thought 
he  had  of  cutting  them  off  from  the  Fre7ich^  cannot,  in 
rny  Way   of  thinking,  jufiify   his  laying  hold  of  that 
Opportunity,  when  he  thereby  expofed  his  own  Van  to 
the  fame  Fate  from  the  French  \  and,  indeed,  I  thinks 
V/e  have  great  Reafon   to  thank  Providence,  that   the 
French  did  not  lay  hold  of  the  Opportunity  our  Admirai 
furnifhed  them  with,  for  attacking,   and,  by  their  Su- 
periority, deftroying  the  van  Divifion  of  our  Squadron. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  their  being  able,  or  having  it  in 
their  Power  to  fail  av;ay  frorri  us  when  they  pleafed,  be- 
caufe  of  their  being  able  to  fail  in  a  Line  of  Battle  much 
fafter  than   our  Squadron  could  ;  we  have  no  Proof  of 
this  Fa<51:,  I  think,  but  from  Conjedure,  and  my  Con- 
jecture is  ftronger  againft    it  than   for  it.     It  is    true, 
their  Ships  were  all  clean  Ships,  whereas  many  of  ours 
were  foul ;  but  there  is  a  vaft  Difference  in  failing  be- 
tween one  Ship  and  another,   fo  much,  that  one  Ship, 
though  as    foul  as  a   Ship  can  be  fuppofed  to  be,  will 
fail  fafter  than  another  Ship  that  is  perfectly  clean  ;  and, 
confequently,  there  might  be,  nay,  there  v/as,  proba- 
bly, in  the  combined  Squadrons,  efpecially  among  the 
Spaniards-,  feme  Ships  that  failed  worfe  than  the  fouleft  or 
worfifailingShip  in  our  Squadron.  Now,  as  the  beft  failing 
Ship  in  a  Squadron,  v/hen  it  fails  in  Line  of  Battle,  muft 
wait  for  the  worft,  therefore  one  flow  failingShip  in  aSqua- 
dron  muft  retard  the  whole  Squadron ;  and  this  might,very 
probably,  be  the  Caufe  of  its  being  impofiible  for  the  com- 
bined Squadrons  to  get  away  from  us  without  deferting 
fome  of  their   worft  failing   Ships,  and  leaving  them  a 
Prey  to   the  Enemy.     If  it  had  been  otherwife,  how 
fhall  we  account  for  our  getting  up  with  them  upon  the 
Eleventh  oi  February  ?■  They  were  then  fairly  out  at 
Sea,  and  had  as  fair  a  Wind  as  could  blow  for  carrying 
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AnnojSj       them  away  to  5p<^/« ;  if  what  is  fuggefled  be  true,  that 
Geo.  II.  1745.   they  failed  three  Feet  to  our  one,  might  they  net  upon 
that  Day  have  failed  away  from  us^  if  they  had  inclined 
to  do  fo  I   There  is  therefore  not  only  a  probable  Con- 
jecture, but  a   certain  Demonftration,  either,  that   it 
was  not   in    their  Will,  or   not  in  their  Power  to  fail 
away  from   us  ;  and   confequently,  what  our  Admiral 
took  for  a  Defign  to  fail   away  from  us,  feems  to  have 
been  only  a  Defign  to  have  got  the  Weather-Gage  of  us, 
hy  fleering  Southward,  and  then   tacking  to  get  behind 
uur  Squadron.     If  this  was   their  Defign,  though  I  am 
no  Sailor,  I  can  fee,  that  our  Admiral's  Bufinefs  was  to 
keep  to  the  Southward  as  faft  as  the  Enemy,  but  not  to 
have  bore  down  upon  them  till    his  rear  Divifion  had 
c'lofed  the  Line  ;  or  if  he  had  found  it  necefiary  to  begin 
the   Attack   fooner,    in    order    to  put  a  Stop   to  their 
failing,  he  fhould   have  ordered  the  headmoft  Ships  of 
his  Van  to  bear  down  and  attack  the  headmoft  Ships  of 
the  Enemy's  Van,   which  would  have  given  his  Rear- 
A^dmiralTime  to  clofe  the  Line  before  the  Engagement 
could  become  general ;  for  as  he  had  the  Weather- Gage 
of  the  Enemy,  he  had  the  Advantage  of  being  able   to 
begin  the  Attack  when  he  pleafed,  or  to  delay  it  as  long 
as  he  pleafed,  bccaufe  he  could  bear  down  upon  them, 
but  they  could  not  eafily  bear  up  to  him. 

'  Notwithftanding  what  I  have  faid.  Sir,  I  am  far 
from  taking  upon  me  to  judge  of  our  AdmiraPs  Con- 
duxSt.  I  believe,  no  one  doubts  of  his  Courage,  or  of 
his  behaving  like  a  brave  and  refolute  C.iptain  ;  but 
there  is  a  wide  Difference  between  fighting  a  Ship  and 
condudliDg  a  Squadron.  The  Qj^ieftion  is  not  about 
fighting  his  Ship  ;  for  that  was  the  Captain's  Bufmefs 
who  commanded  under  him :  The  Quellion  is.  Whe- 
ther he  behaved  like  a  wife  and  experienced  Commander 
of  a  numerous  Squadron?  and  in  this,  I  mufi:  confefs,  1 
have  ftill  fonie  Doubts,  My  Doubts  may  poffibly  be 
owing  to  my  Ignorance  in  naval  Affairs ;  but  as  I  know 
that  there  are  many  in  this  Nation  who  have  the  fame 
Doubts  with  me,  1  am,  for  the  Sake  of  his  own  Cha- 
ladler,  for  recommending  him  to  be  tried  by  thofe  who 
are  the  moft  competent  Judges  of  fuch  Affairs,  and  to 
their  Judgment  I  fhall  be  ready  to  fubmit. 

«  Sir, 
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'  Sir,  if  we  were  to  recommend  none  to  be  tried  by  Anno  iS. 
a  Court-Martial,  but  fuch  as  have  not  given  fo  much  Geo,  ll.  i745» 
as  a  plaufible  Anfw^er  to  the  Obje£lions  that  have  been 
made  to  their  Condu6l,  we  could  recommend  none, 
no,  not  fo  much  as  a  fubaltern  Officer  of  that  Squa- 
dron :  I  am  fure,  we  could  recommend  none  of  the  Ad- 
mirals ;  for  as  to  the  Rear- Admiral,  there  has  not  been 
fo  much  as  one  Objection  made  to  his  Condu6l;  and  as 
to  the  Vice- Admiral,  there  has  really  been  but  one  Ob- 
jection made  to  his  Conducl^'during  the  whole  Time  of 
his  being  laft  in  t\\Q  A'ledlterranean^  which  he  has  not, 
in  my  Opinion,  fully  anfvvered.  When  I  fay  this,  I 
believe,  every  Gentleman  fuppofes  I  mj^an,  his  obeying 
the  Admiral's  Night-Signal  on  the  loth,  for  bringing  to, 
before  he  had  fully  complied  with  his  Day-Signal  for 
drawing  into  a  Line ;  and  to  determine,  whether  his 
Anfwer  to  this  Objedlion  be  fufficient  or  not,  requires, 
I  think,  more  Knowledge  in  the  AfFairs  of  our  Navy 
than  I  or  moft  that  hear  me  can  pretend  to. 

'  However,  Sir,  that  you  may  have  the  Anfwer  as 
well  as  the  Obje<5lion  at  the  fame  Time  before  you,  I 
Ihall  repeat  what  the  Vice- Admiral  fays  upon  this 
Head.  He  fays,  that  as  it  was  then  dark,  he  could  not 
fee  whether  the  Admiral  had  the  Signal  for  the  Line  out 
or  no  3  and  as  the  Admiral  had  appointed  no  Night- 
Signal  for  the  Line,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  give 
immediate  Obedience  to  the  lafl:  and  the  only  Signal  he 
could  have  any  Knowledge  of,  efpecially  as  he  was  to 
the  Windward,  and  confcquently  v/as  by  the  Signal  to 
be  the  firft  to  bring  to.  If  the  Admiral  had  deflgned 
that  he  fhould  clofe  the  Line  before  he  brought  to,  in 
Purfuance  of  the  laft  Signal,  the  Vice- Admiral  fays,  he 
expelled,  that  the  Admiral  would  liave  fent  him  a  Boat 
with  particular  Inftru(ftions  for  that  Purpofe,  efpecially 
as  he  had  appointed  no  Night-Signal  for  the  Line,  and 
knew  that  he,  the  Vice-Admlral,  h^^d  not  near  clofed 
the  Line  when  it  began  to  grow  dark. 

'  Now,  Sir,  whether  the  Vice- Admiral  was  in  the 
wrong,  to  expc6l  any  fach  particuhr  Inflruflions,  or 
the  Admiral  in  not  fending  them,  is  what  I  fhall  net 
take  upon  me  to  determine;  but  I  muft  obferve,  that 
according  to  exact  Difcipline,  the  Vice- Admiral  was 
certainly  obliged  to  obey  the  lad;  Signal  ;  and  if  common 
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Anno  il  Senfe  dire£led  otherwife,  he  was  prevented  from  make- 
if,-^"lL -li^"^"^,'  ing  ufe  of  bis  common  Senfe  by  the  harfh  Treatment  he 
had  previoufly  met  with,  and  the  Jealoufy  he  had  there- 
from conceived,  that  his  Admiral  had  a  Pique  againft 
him,  and  would  ruin  him,  if  he  fhould  find  him  guilty 
t)f  theleaft  Difobedience  to  Orders  or  Neglect  of  Duty* 
If  there  had  been  fuch  a  Harmony  between  the  Admiral 
and  him  as  ought  to  fubfifi  between  two  Commanders, 
joined  together  in  the  fame  Command  for  the  Service  of  ' 
their  Country,  the  Vice-Admiral  with  his  Divifion 
would  probably  have  ventured  to  continue  failing  up  to 
clofe  the  Line,  notwithftanding  the  Night-Signal  for 
bringing;  to*  and  notwithftandins;  his  beino;  to  the 
Windward,  and  confequehtly  by  that  Signal  directed  to 
be  the  firft  to  bring  to.  In  this  Refpedi  therefore  we 
may  fee,  as  1  have  before  obferved,  that  the  bad  Treat- 
ment the  Vice-Admiral  had  all  along  met  with  from  his 
Admiral,  v/aa  of  great  Prejudice  to  the  public  Service^ 
and  I  (hall  immediately  (hew,  that  it  was  probably  of 
equal  Prejudice  to  the  public  Service  in  another  Re- 
fpea. 

I  have  no  Occafton,  1  think,  Sir,  to  take  Notice  of 
the  Objection  made  to  the  Vice-Admiral's  Conduct  with 
Regard  to  his  not  endeavouring  all  he  could  to  clofe  the 
Line  on  the  Day  of  Battle  in  the  Morning  ;  becaufe  it 
has  been  fully  proved,  that  as  foon  as  he  could  fee  in 
the  Morning,  he  put  his  Divifion  under  Sail  for  that 
Purpofe,  even  before  the  Admiral  had  made  the  Signal 
for  the  Fleet  to  make  Sail;  and  it  has  been  likewife 
fully  proved,  that  he  made  all  the  Sail  he  could,  having 
"every  Sail  fet  that  could  drav/,  when  the  Admiral  s 
Lieutenant  came  on  Bgard,  with  Orders  for  him  to 
make  more  Sail.  This  Objection  therefore  the  Vice- 
Admiral  has  fully  anfwered  ;  and  the  only  other  Ob- 
jection I  can  remember,  he  has  likewife,  in  my  Opi^ 
nion,  fully  anfwered.  The  Objedlion  is  this,  that  be 
did  not  detach  fome  of  the  bed  failing  Ships  of  his  Diyi-' 
lion  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Admiral,  when  he  faw,. 
that  fome  of  the  Ships  of  the  Center  Divifion  did  not  do 
their  Duty  ;  and  that  the  Admiral  with  his  Second 
a-flern,  the  Alarlborough^  were  thereby  in  Danger  of 
being  overpov/ered.  His  Anfwer  to  this  is,  that  confi- 
derin^   how  Matters  ftogd   between  the  Admiral  and 
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him,  he  could  not  venture  to  break  the  Line,  or  alter  Adjjo  ig, 
the  Difpofition  which  the  Admiral  had  appointed,  with-  ^^Q-^-|74?* 
out  exprefs  Orders  from  him,  efpecially  as  the  Admiral 
had  refufed  to  communicate  any  of  his  Defigns  to  him, 
or  to  give  him  any  particular  Inftru6lions  relating  to 
his  Condu6t,  in  Cafe  of  an  Engagement ;  though  he 
had  waited  upon  him  for  that  Purpofeas  foon  as  they  had 
Sight  of  the  Enemy.  This  is  certainly  a  fufficient  An- 
fwer,  and  another  Proof  how  much  the  public  Service 
fufFered  by  the  Admiral's  haughty  Behaviour  towards  the 
Gentleman  who  was  next  to  him  in  Command.  But 
befides  this,  the  Vice- Admiral  has  anfwered,  that  he  had 
Reafon  to  think  the  Rear- Admiral,  with  his  whole  Di^ 
vifion,  in  much  greater  Danger  than  the  Admiral,  and 
they  certainly  would  have  been  fo,  if  ths  French  had 
made  the  proper  Ufe  of  the  Opportunity  which  the  Ad- 
miral had  thrown  in  their  Way,  for  cutting  off  the 
whole  van  Divifion  of  our  Squadron  ;  fo  that  he  ex- 
pedted  Orders  every  Moment,  to  detach  the  beft  failing 
Ships  of  his  Divifion  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Rear- Ad- 
miral ;  and  if  fome  of  the  Captains  of  the  Admiral's 
Divifion  did  not  do  their  Duty,  it  was  not  in  his  Power 
to  corredl  their  NeglecSi:,  nor  was  it  his  Bufinefs  with- 
out Orders  to  fupply  their  Defeat ;  it  was  in  the  Admi- 
ral's Power,  and  it  was  his  Bufinefs  to  have  fent  his 
Lieutenants  on  Board,  to  take  upon  them  the  Command 
of  the  Ships,  and  to  confine  the  refpedive  Captains  that 
appeared  to  be 'deficient  in  their  Duty. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  if  we  were  to  infert  in  our  Addrefs  the 
Name  of  no  Commander  or  Officer,  but  fuch  as  had 
not  made  fo  much  as  a  plaufible  Anfwer  to  theObje6^ions 
made  to  their  Condud  j  we  have  lefs  Reafon  to  infert  the 
Name  of  the  Vice- Admiral  than  that  of  the  Admiral ; 
and,  really,  when  I  confider  the  ObjecSliofts  made  to 
the  Vice- Admiral's  Condu£l:,  as  every  one  of  them  feems 
to  me  to  proceed  from  an  over-fcrupulous  Regard  to  the 
Rules  of  naval  military  Difcipline,  I  muft  think,  thac 
the  Admiral  took  rather  too  much  upon  him,  when  he 
fufpended  him,  and  fent  him  home  in  fo  ignominious 
a  Manner.  It  was  making  him  the  Scape-Goat  of  the 
whole  Squadron,  when,  in  my  Opinion,  there  were  fe- 
veral  others  much  more  to  blame  than  he.  As  the  Ad- 
miral could  not  well  fuppofe,  that  the  combined  Squa- 
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Pnno  i8.  drons  would  foon  again  put  to  Sea,  or  that  eitFier  ths 
Geo.  ?i.  J  745.  French  or  Spaniards  would  be  in  any  Hafte  to  give  him 
^  '  an  Opportunity  to  engage  them  a  fecond  Time,  the 
Continuance  of  the  Vice- Admiral  in  Command,  could 
be  of  no  Prejudice  to  him  cr  the  public  Service,  there- 
fore i  cannot  but  think,  that  it  would  have  been  a  little 
more  confiftent  with  Modefty  in  the  Admiral,  to  have 
fent  Home  a  full  and  fair  Reprefentation  of  the  whole 
Affair,  to  have  given  the  Vice-Admiral  an  Opportu- 
nity of  fending  Home  at  the  fame  Time  a  Juf^ification 
of  his  Condu<9t,  and  then  to  have  waited  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's Directions  as  to  his  future  Behiiviour  towards  his 
Vice-Admiral;  and  this  Conduct  he  was  the  more 
obliged  to  obferve,  beeaufe  it  was  known  through  the 
whole  Fleet,  that  from  the  Time  of  his  firft  taking  the 
Command  upon  him,  he  had  fhewn  a  Sort  of  Grudge 
againft  the  Vice- Admiral. 

*  I  fliall  be  far  from  faying,  Sir,  that  the  Sufpending 
of  the  Vice-Admiral,  and  the  Acquitting  of  all  the 
Captains  that  feemed  to  have  been  deficient  in  their 
Duty,  proceeded  chiefly  from  this  Grudge  which  the 
Admiral  had  againft  him ;  but  when  we  confider,  that 
jt  deprived  him  of  his  Share  of  all  future  Prizes,  as  well 
as  of  his  Chara^fer^^  many  will  be  apt  to  fay,  that  the 
Admiral  would  not  have  been  fo  precipitate  in  his  Sen^ 
tence  againft  the  Commander,  if  he  bad  not  had  an 
old  Grudge  againft  the  Man.  This,  I  fay,  may,  per- 
haps, be  fuggefted  by  many  5  for  furely  no  one  will  fupr 
pofe,  that  the  Admiral  had  any  avaritious  View  in 
what  he  did,  or  that  he  was  the  more  quick  in  fent€n^ 
cing  the  Vice-Admiral,  that  he  himfelf  might  have  a 
greater  Share  of  the  Prizes,  which  fhould  happen  to  be 
taken  after  the  Vice-AdmiraPs  Sufpennon.  Much  lefs, 
I  hope,  will  any  one  fay,  that  the  Admiral  was  confci- 
C»us  of  his  own  MifconduCl,  and  that  he  fufpended  the 
Vice-Admiral,  on  Purpofe,  that  he  might  thereby  load 
him  with  the  Blame  of  letting  the  combined  Squadrons 
efcape  with  fo  little  Lofs  out  of  his  Hands,  after  having 
got  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  entirely  deftroying  them. 

'  But,  Sir,  though  I  do  not  fuppofe,  that  any  one  will 
fuggeft  this  as  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  Sufpenfion  ;  yet,  1 
think,  it  ought  to  be  a  Reafon  for  the  Admiral's  defir- 
ing  to  have  his  Condui^^  as  well  as  his  Vice- Admiral's, 
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inquired  into    by    a    Court-Martial,    becaufe    it   will     Anno  ig. 
not    only    remove    this   Sufpicion,    but    it    will    give    ^^°- ^^'  *  4' 
him  a  frefh  Opportunity  for  (hewing,  that  his  Con-   ^— — v--«^ 
du£t  was  altogether  blamelefs;   and  the  more  blamelefs 
his  Condu6t  appears  to  be,  the  more  blameable   will 
that  of  his  Vice- Admiral  appear  to  be,  confequently  the 
more  juftified  will  he  be  in  fufpending  him,   and  fend- 
ing him  Home  in  fuch  an  ignominious  Adanner.     For 
this  Reafon,  as  well  as  many  others,  I  wonder  to  hear 
it  propofed  by  any  Gentleman  who  pretends  to  be  a 
Friend  to  the  Admiral,  that  his  Name  fhould  be  left  out 
of  our  Addrefs.     If  we  fhould  do  fo,  I  am  perfuaded, 
he  would  petition  his  Majefty  to  have  his  Conduct  exa- 
mined into  by  a  Court-Martial,  in  order  to  free  him- 
felf  from  the  Sufpicion  he  mufl  remain  loaded  with  by 
the  general    Refolutions  we  have   already   agreed   to, 
more   efpecially  as  we  have  pafTed  no  Vote  in  his  Fla- 
vour, nor  come  to  any  Refolution  for  juftifying  his 
Conduft.     We  fhall   therefore  do  him  a  Kindnefs  by 
recommending  him  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial; 
and  for  this  Reafon,  I  hope,  your  Addrefs  will  be  al- ' 
lowed  to  ftand  as  it  is.' 

Hereupon  Robert  Vyner^  Efq ;  got  up  again,  and  de- 
livered himfelf  as  follows : 
<  Sir, 

*  I  do  not  ftand  up  to  anfwer  what  has  been  faid  by  R  bert  Vvrer, 
the  Hon.  Gentleman,  either  againft  the  Admiral,  or  ^  '^i 
in  Favour  of  the  Vice-Admiral :  That  I  fhall  leave  to 
fome  other  Gentleman  who  has  not  yet  fpoke  upon  the 
Subje<5l.  I  ftand  up  only  to  explain  myfelf,  and  to  in- 
form that  Gentleman,  as  well  as  the  Houfe,  that  what 
1  took  the  Liberty  to  propofe,  vvith  Regard  to  our  leav- 
ing the  Admiral's  Name  out  of  our  Addrefs,  I  did  not 
propofe  as  a  Friend  to  the  Admiral,  or  as  an  Enemy 
to  the  Vice-Admiral.  I  am  no  Enemy  to  either,  and 
I  am  equally  a  Friend  to  both  j  buc  I  am  more  a 
Friend  to  public  Juftice  than  to  either,  and  therefore  I 
am  againft  our  doing  an  A61:  of  Injuftice  to  one,  put  of 
Friendfhip  to  the  other,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  will  be  th^ 
Cafe,  if  we  mention  the  Admiral's  Name  in  this  Addrefs. 

'^  Sir,  the  Admiral  may  petition  the  King  for  a  Trial 

ifheplcafesj  but,  whatever  Sufpicion  he  may  labour 
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Anno  i8.  under,  I  cannot  be  for  finding  a  Bill  of  Indldment 
Geo.  II.  1745.  againft  him,  unlefs  I  thought  I  had  at  leaft  fome 
Ground  for  fupporing  him  guilty,  which,  I  think,  I 
have  not.  I  {hall  not  enter  into  the  Intricacies  of  the 
Afgument  ;  but  I  may  make  this  Obfervation,  if  I  am 
rightly  informed,  from  a  very  high  Authority,  that  of 
the  two  Commanders  one  did  fight,  the  other  did  not ; 
and  if  the  Admiral  engaged  where  the  Vice-Admiral 
fhould  have  been,  it  was  becaufe  the  Vice-Admiral  was 
not^at  Hand  to  take  his  Place  in  the  Engagement. 

'  I  have  faid  a  Bill  of  Indictment,  Sir ;  becaufe  I 
look  upon  this  Addrefs  as  the  Billa  Vera  of  a  Grand 
Jury,  the  Court-Martial  being  in  this  Cafe  the  Petty 
Jury  by  which  the  Criminal  is  to  be  tried  ;  and  our 
Addrefs  muft  certainly  have  a  greater  Influence  upon 
the  Court-Martial,  than  the  Billa  Vera  or  Verdict  of 
any  Grand  Jury  can  have  upon  the  Petty  Jury,  not 
only  becaufe  of  the  Dignity  and  Authority  of  this  Af- 
fembly,  but  becaufe  the  Perfon  accufed  had  before  us 
an  Opportunity  to  bring  WitnelTes  for  proving  his  In- 
nocence, whereas  a  Grand  Jury  never  examine  any 
WitnelTes  but  thofe  brought  in  Support  of  the  Indi6l:- 
ni-ent. 

*-  The  Hon.  Gentleman  may,  if  he  pleafes.  Sir,  call 
our  addrelling  to  have  the  Admiral  tried  as  well  as  the 
reft,  an  Ail  of  Friendfhip  j  but  I  can  never  look  upon 
it  as  an  A(?i:  of  Friendfliip,  to  find  a  Bill  of  Indictment 
againft  a  Man,  and  thereby  expofe  him  to  the  Danger 
o(  a  Trial  for  his  Life  :  I  fay,  Sir,  a  Trial  for  his 
Life,  becaufe  a  Court-Martial  may  order  the  Criminal 
to  be  fhor,  if  they  find  him  guilty,  and  are  of  Opinion 
that  his  Crime  defervcs  Death  by  the  Martial  Law  :  So 
far  from  thinking  it  an  Ad  of  Friendfhip,  I  muft  think, 
that  it  is  an  A6i  of  Injuftice,  to  find  a  Bill  of  lndi61- 
ment  againft  any  Man,  unlefs  the  Bill  be  fupported  by 
fuch  a  Proof  as  furnifheth  good  Reafon  not  on'y  to 
fufpcot,  but  to  believe  him  guilty  of  the  Ctime  laid  to 
l)is  Charge.  This,  in  my  Opinion,  is  the  Cafe  with 
Regard  to  every  other  Gentleman  whofe  Name  is  men- 
tioned in  this  Addrefs,  otherwifj  I  (liould  not  agree  to 
it;  but  it  is  not  the  Cafe  with  Regard  to  the  Admiral, 
7'he  others  did  not  fight:  It  is  confefTed  they  did  not; 
and  in  my  Opinion  they  have  given  no  plaufible-  Re^a- 
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^on  why  they  did  not.  The  Admiral  did  fight, 
bravely  too;  but  it  is  faid,  he  fought  in  the  wron 
Place.  Sir,  if  this  were  true,  it  is  an  Error  in  Judg- 
ment only,  v/hich  may  be  a  Reafon  for  his  Majefty's 
never  employing  him  hereafter ;  but  it  is  no  Crime  for 
which  he  can  be  tried  or  punilhed  by  a  Court-A/lartiaL 
'  Therefore,  we  neither  can,  nor  ought  to  defire  hin;i 
to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  on  this  Account  ;  and 
if  we  do  infert  his  Name  in  this  Addrefs,  I  il:iall 
think,  perhaps  the  World  will  think,  it  is  done  only  to 
keep  the  others  in  Countenance/ 

Norreys  Bertie^  Efq ;  fpoke  next,  to  the  following 
Effea: 
'  Sir, 

^  As  I  difFent  from  many  Hon.  Gentlemen  of  this  Ko  r^v  Bert! 
Committee,  in  thinking  our  agreeing  to  this  Queftion,  Eiqi 
can  by  no  Means  be  thought  a  Condemnation  of  Mr. 
Matthews ;  a  Gentleman  whofe  Name  ought  to  he 
mentioned  with  RefpecSl:,  for  his  Bravery  in  making  the 
Attack  ;  fo  I  do  affure  them,  that  if  I  were  convinced, 
it  would  have  that  Appearance,  no  Member  of  this 
Committee  can  be  more  averfe  to  it,  than  I  fhould 
be  :  But  as  this  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct:  of  our  naval 
Officers,  employed  on  board  his  Majefty's  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean^  in  the  late  Aftion  off  Toulon^  is  made, 
in  order  to  give  fome  Satisfadion  to  a  difappointed  Na- 
tion ;  and,  as  it  appears  from  the  Evidence  we  have 
had  before  us,  that  the  Admiral  {lands  accufed  of  at 
leaft  as  much  Mifconduft,  both  before  and  after  the 
A6i:ion,  as  the  Vice-Admiral;  I  think,  it  will  be  an 
Injuftice  to  the  latter,  not  to  infert  the  other's  Name  in 
the  Lift,  as  well  asliis;  becaufe  it  will  make  many 
without  Doors,  who  have  not  an  Opportunity  of  exa- 
mining into  our  Proceedings,  imnr.ediately  conclude, 
that  this  Houfe  deems  Mr.  Lejiock  culpable,  and  has 
honourably  acquitted  Mr.  Matthews.  It  may  be  faid, 
we  fhall  not  aggravate  the  Mifcondu6l  the  Vice- Ad- 
miral is  accufed  of,  by  not  inferting  the  Admiral's 
Name  in  the  Lift;  I  think  otherwiie  ,  but  if  it  v/ere 
fo,  why  fhould  we,  when  both  feem  equally  guilty  of 
Mifcondud,  ftiew  a  Partiality  to  Mr.  Matthews  I'  who 
during  this  whole  Inquiry  has  had  a  great  Advantage 
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Anno  18.      bver  Mr.  Lejloth^  by  being  a  Member  of  this  Houfe ; 

L-^^-'^^  when  all  we  can  be  prefumed  to  intend,  by  inferting 

^     '  ~     his  Name  in  the  Lift  with  the  others,   is,  that  upon 

Inquiry,  we  have  found  both  of  them   guilty  of  Mif- 

condufi,  but  do  not  pretend  to  determine  the  Degrees 

of  their   Guilt,   leaving  them  to  the  Judgment  of  a 

Court- Martial,  by  which,  I  believe,  every  Member  of 

this  Committee,  as  well  as  myfelf,  will  be  glad  to  hear, 

they  are  honourably  acquitted  ;  and  then  it  will  be 

^ime  enough  to  think  of  rewarding.' 

Fh'iltp  GibhoTiy  Efq ;  fpoke  in  Subftance  thus : 
*  Sir, 
Philip  Gibco !,       '  There  is  a  Diftin<5lion  which  is  very  neceflary  to 
Efq,-  be  made  in  this  Debate,  and  which,   neverthelefs,  has 

not  as  yet  been  made,  or  taken  proper  Notice  of,  by 
any  Gentleman  who  has  hitherto  given  us  his  Senti- 
ments upon  this  Occafion.  The  Diftindlion  I  mean, 
is  that  which  ought  always,  and  particularly  upon  this 
Occafion,  to  be  made  between  a  Negleft  or  Breach  of 
Duty,  and  an  Error  or  Miftake  of  Judgment.  For  a 
Negleil  or  Breach  of  Duty,  an  Officer  is  to  be  tried 
and  punifhed  by  a  Court-Martial,  which  Punifhment 
may  reach  even  to  Death  itfelf;  for  an  Error  or  Mif- 
take of  Judgment,  he  can  be  tried  only  by  his  Majefty, 
or  fuch  as  he  (liall  appoint,  and  the  higheft  Puniftiment 
he  can  be  fubjecSled  to,  is  that  of  not  being  employed 
any  more  in  his  Majefty's  Service.  In  the  Land  Ser- 
vice, fuch  Errors  or  Miftakes  are  ufually  referred  to  a 
Board  of  General  Officers  ;  and  in  the  Sea  Service, 
they  may,  if  his  Majefty  thinks  fit,  be  inquired  into  by 
a  proper  Number  of  Admirals  or  old  Commanders,  or 
by  the  lyords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  whofe 
proper  Province  it  is  to  inquire,  and  to  determine,  with 
his  Majefty's  Approbation,  in  all  fuch  Cafes. 

*  This  Diflindtion  being  edabliihed.  Sir,  let  us  ap- 
ply it  to  the  Cafe  now  before  us.  What  are  we  to  ad- 
drefs  for?  Confider  the  Words  of  the  Motion.  We 
are  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  Directions,  that  Courts- Martial  may  be 
held,  to  inquire  into  the  Condu6l  of  fuch  Officers,  as 
are  or  fhall  be  charj^ed  vi^ith  any  Mifcondudt  in,  and 
relating  to  the  late  Engagement  ofF  Toulon,  and  to  try 
,      ■      -  them 
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them  for  the  fame.  Mifconducl,  Sir,  is  a  general  Word 
that  comprehends  Errors  or  Miuakes  of  Judgmeiit,  as 
well  as  Neglects  or  Breaches  of  Duty;  but,  fursly,  we 
muft  mean  that  Sort  of  Mifcondu6t  which  alone  can 
properly  be  inquired  into  or  tried  by  a  Court-Martiai ; 
that  is  to  fay,  we  muft  mean  that  Sort  of  Mifcondudt 
only  which  proceeded  from  a  NeglecSl:  or  a  Breach  of 
Duty.  You  cannot  mean  that  Sort  of  Mifcondudt 
which  proceeded  from  an  Error  or  Miftake  oi'  Judg- 
ment, which  never  was,  nor  can  properly  be  inquired 
into  or  tried  by  a  Court-Mai  tial.  Surely,  you  would 
not  defire,  that  a  iVfan  fhould  be  tried  or  punifli- 
ed  as  a  Criminal,  becaufe  he  was  not  quite  To 
wife  as  he  (hould  be.  This  may  be  a  Reafon,  as  d 
a  good  Reafon  for  his  Majeily's  not  employing 
him  any  more  in  the  fame  Station ;  but  it  can 
never  be  a  Reafon  for  trying  and  piinirriing  him  as  a 
Criminal.  Therefore,  v/hen  Gentlemen  calk  of  the 
Mifconduft  of  the  two  Admirals,  they  (hould  take 
Care  to  diftinguifh  properly  ;  for  both  may  have  been 
guilty  of  Mifcondudi;,  and  yet  one  may  for  his  Mifcon- 
du£l  be  tried  by  a  Court- Martial,  and  the  other  can- 
not;  or  both  may  have  been  guilty  of  Mifconduct, 
and  yet  neither  can  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  ;  or 
laftly,  both  may  have  been  guilty  cf  Mu'condudi,  and 
both  fubjed  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  for  that 
Mifcondu(51:.  In  the  firli  of  thefe  three  Cafes,  we 
ought  to  mention  the  Name  but  of  one  of  the  Admi- 
rals in  our  Addre's ;  in  the  fecond  we  ought  not  to  iiir 
fert  the  Name  of  either  ;  and  in  the  third  we  ou2,hc 
to  infert  the  Names  of  both. 

'  Having  thus.  Sir,  ftated  the  Cafe  nov/  before  us  as 
diftindly  as  it  ought  to  be  ftated,  and,  I  am  fure,  as 
fairly  as  it  can  be  fiated,  1  fhall  next  proceed  to  exa- 
mine the  Objections  made  to  the  Conduct  of  both  our 
Admirals,  in  order  to  fee  whether  the  Mi.fcondu6t  tliey 
are  refpeclively  accufed  of,  be  of  that  Sort  which  may 
be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  or  of  that  Sort  which  can 
properly  come  only  under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  and  confequently  in  order  to  fee  whe- 
ther the  Names  of  both,  or  the  Name  of  neither,  or  if 
but  one,  which  of  their  two  Names  ought  to  be  infert- 
ed  in  our  Addrefs.  In  this  Inqairy  1  ihali  becin  with 
the  Admiral  s  and  the  firff  Objection  made  to  his  Con- 
0^4  duC'c, 
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Anno  18.  du£t,  I  think,  is,  that  he  never  confulted  with,  or 
Geo.  II.  1745.^  ^^^^  ^^^  Advice  of  his  Vice- Admiral,  upon  any  Emer- 
gency. Sir,  was  the  Admiral  bound  by  his  Inftruc- 
tions  to  afk  or  follow  the  Advice  of  a  Council  of  War? 
If  he  was  not,  v/hich,  I  believe,  was  the  Cafe,  this 
was  not  a  Mifcondu^  of  any  Kind  :  On  the  contrary^ 
when  the  Services  are  fuch  as  require  the  utmoft  Se- 
crecy, it  is  right  in  a  chief  Commander  to  depend  upon 
his  own  Judgment,  rather  than  expofe  his  Schemes  to 
the  Danger  of  being  divulged,  by  communicating  them 
to  his  inferior  Officers  in  a  Council  of  War.  But  it 
is  farther  urged,  that  he  did  not  treat  his  Vice-Admi- 
ral  with  that  Decency  as  was  due  to  his  Charader. 
As  this  Treatment  was  attended  with  no  Duel  or 
Challenge  on  either  Side,  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can 
come  before  a  Court- Martial ;  for  in  the  Land  Service 
fuch  Complaints  are  ufualiy  determined  by  a  Board  of 
General  Oflicers,  and  confequently  are  in  the  Sea  Ser- 
vice to  be  determined  and  redrelTed  by  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  ;  fo  that  this  can  of  itfelf  be  no  Reafon  for 
our  inferting  the  Admiral's  Name  in  our  Addrefs. 

'  The  next  Piece  of  Mifcondu6l,  our  Admifal  is 
charged  with,  Sir,  is  his  Negle6t  of  his  InfbrucStions 
and  the  ufual  military  Difcipline,  in  never  having  or- 
dered his  Squadron  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  Line  of  Battle, 
till  the  Enemy  appeared  in  View,  notwithftanding  his 
being  fenfible,  that  he  had  feveral  Captains  under  him, 
■who  had  never  feen  a  numerous  Squadron  drawn  up  in 
Line  of  Battle,  and  confequently  could  not  be  well  ac- 
quainted either  with  failing  in  Line  of  Battle,  or  with 
the  Manner  how  to  take  up  their  Place  in  the  Line, 
when  they  came  to  draw  up  againft  an  Enemy.  Sir, 
the  Admiral  has  made  a  Variety  of  Anfwers  to  this 
Obje6lion,  every  one  of  which  is,  in  my  Opinion,  fuf- 
ficient  for  his  Excufe,  In  the  firft  Place,  he  denies 
his  being  fenfible  of  his  having  any  fuch  Captains  in  his 
Squadron;  and  how  could  he,  confidering  the  great 
Expence  we  have  been  at  for  fo  many  Years  paft,  in 
fending  out  numerous  Squadrons,  which  feemed  to  have 
nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  inftrudt  tlie  Officers  in  the  fe- 
veral Parts  of  their  Duty?  Even  that  very  Squadron, 
or  the  greateft  Part  of  it,  had  been  three  Years  in  the 
'Mcdttcryanean,  under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Had- 

doc'k^ 
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dock,  and  one  Year  and  a  half  abfolutely,  or  In  EfFe<El,  Anno  j'^. 
under  the  Command  of  Admiral  Lejhck,  before  Admi-Geo.  il.  1745. 
ral  ^^///;^w;i  took  the  Command  upon  himj  during 
all  which  Time  the  Admirals  had  little  elfe  to  do  but 
to  inftrucl  the  Officers  under  their  Comn^and,  and  for 
that  Purpofe  to  make  the  Squadron  often  form  the  Line 
of  Battle,  in  all  the  feveral  Ways  in  which  it  can  be 
formed,  or  in  which  Ships  can  fail  in  Line  of  Battle. 
Therefore  Admiral  Mattheivs  could  not  fuppofe  that 
any  of  the  Captains  were  ignorant  of  their  Bulinefs,  and 
if  any  of  them  were,  it  was  not  his  Faulr,  hut  the 
Fault  of  thofe  who  commanded  the  Squadron  before  he 
took  the  Command  upon  him ;  becaufe  from  that 
Time  till  he  had  an  Account  of  the  Enemy's  failing 
out  of  Port,  he  had  no  Opportunity  to  make  his  Fleet 
draw  into  a  Line  of  Battle;  for  though  he  arrived  in 
the  Mediterranean^  and  in  Name  took  the  Command 
upon  him  the  Summer  preceding,  yet  in  Eftect  he  did 
not  take  the  Command  upon  him,  till  the  latter  End 
o^  December^  being  moft  of  the  Time  a-fhore  in  Exe- 
cution of  what  was  intruded  to  him,  as  his  Majefiy's 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  feveral  Courts  of  Italy,  and  did 
not  repair  to  his  Duty  on  board,  till  he  found  it  was 
neceflary  for  him  to  do  {o,  upon  Information,  that  the 
combined  Squadrons  were  preparing,  and  almuil  ready 
to  put  to  Sea ;  after  which  he  was  obliged  to  keep  the 
main  Body  of  the  Fleet  in  its  Station,  and  in  a  conti- 
nual Readinefs  to  unmoor,  in  order  to  attack  the  Ene- 
my upon  their  firft  Appearance  out  of  Port ;  confe- 
quently  he  could  not  put  to  Sea  to  exercife  the  Squa- 
dron, lefi  the  Enemy  fhould  in  the  mean  Time  make 
their  Efcape,  which  by  his  Inftrudtions  he  was  obliged 
by  all  Means  to  prevent.  From  all  which  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  this  Charge  can  be  no  Foundation  for  our 
addrefimg  his  Majefty  to  have  Admiral  Matthews  tried 
by  a  Court-Martial. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  Rerpe6l  to  the  third  Charge  againft 
him,  which  is  the  Hurry  and  Impatience  he  was  in  to 
come  up  with  and  attack  the  Enemy :  Sir,  I  cannot 
think  it  an  incommendable  Quality  in  a  Man  to  be 
impatient  and  in  a  Hurry  to  attack  and  deitroy  the 
Enemies  of  his  Country,  provided  his  Impatience  and 
Hurry  does  not  lead  him  into  any  unnecelfary  Danger, 
^  or 
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vArtnd.  1^.  ^^  *<5  corrrmit  a  rafh  Adion.  But  this  Hurry  and  Im- 
deft.  II.  J745.  patience  our  Admiral  was  in,  is  faid  to  have  produced 
ieveral  bad  Effects;  as  firft,  it  is  afligned  as  the  Caufe 
dS  the  Danger  our  Ships  were  in,  of  running  foul  of 
one  another,  as  they  turned  out  of  Uteres  Bay  :  This 
is  faid  by  one  Side,  but  by  the  other  the  Caufe  of 
this  Danger  is  afcribed  entirely  to  the  little  Wind  and 
great  Swell  our  Squadron  met  with  in  the  Mouth  of 
that  Bay,  which  could  neither  be  forefeen,  nor  pro- 
vided againft,  by  the  Admiral ;  and  when  an  Enemy 
is  in  View,  and  probably  defigning  to  efeape,  Ihall  an 
Admiral  wait  for  a  fmooth  Sea  and  a  fair  Wind,  if  it 
be  poffible  for  him  to  get  at  the  Enemy  with  the  Wind 
and  Sea  he  then  happens  to  meet  with  ?  Therefore, 
fuppofing  the  Ships  to  have  been  in  fome  Danger, 
which  has  not  been  proved  to  have  been  very  great, 
the  Admiral,  I  think,  is  rather  to  be  applauded  for  the 
ardent  Defire  he  fhewed  to  ferve  his  Country,  at  the 
Peril  of  his  own  Life,  than  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Mar- 
tial  for  any  criminal  Mifcondui^  upon  this  Account ; 
for  fuppofe  it  had  been  proved,  that  the  Admiral  by  a 
little  Patience  might  have  avoided  this  Danger,  with- 
out giving  the  Enemy  Time  to  efeape,  it  could  only 
be  called  an  Error  or  Miftakc  of  Judgment,  for  which 
he  can  neither  be  tried  nor  punillied  by  a  Court-Mar- 
tial. 

'  Another  bad  EfFetiJ,  Sir,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  pro- 
duced by  the  Admiral's  Impatience  to  engage,  was  his 
not  waiting  for  the  Vice- Admiral's  failing  up  to  clofe 
the  Line.  Now  the  Queftion,  whether  this  was  a 
good  or  a  bad  EffeS:^  depends  entirely  upon  the  De- 
iigns  of  the  Enemy.  Whether  they  failed  out  of  Port 
with  a  Defign  to  come  to  a  fair  Engagement,  fignifies 
nothing:  They  might  have  failed  out  with  fuch  a  De- 
fign,  and  might  have  altered  it  when  they  obferved  the 
Strength  of  our  Squadron.  The  Queftion  is,  whether 
they  had  fuch  a  Defign  on  the  nth  of  February,  when 
our  Squadron  was,  as  I  may  fay,  in  Chace  of  them  ? 
And,  I  think,  it  is  plain,  they  had  then  no  Defign  to 
c<.)me  to  a  fair  fet  Engagement  with  us,  otherwife  they 
would  have  lain  by  in  Line  of  Battle,  inftead  of  mak- 
ing all  the  Sail  they  could  to  the  Southward  ;  and  that 
they  made  all  the  Sail   they  coyjd   to  the  Southward  is 

evident 
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evident  from  the  Vice- Admiral's  own  Plans ;  for  ac-     Anno  tt. 
cording  to  them,  the  whole  combined  Squadron  was  in  *^^°*  "•  '74$- 
perfect  Order,  and  the  Line  clofed  in  every  Part,  at  ^""""^"""^"^ 
half  an   Hour  paft  Ten  6'Clock,  when  our  Admiral 
made  the  Signal  to  engage ;  whereas  at  half  an  Hour 
paft  One,  the  whole  French  Squadron,  with  the  three 
headmoft  Ships  of  the  Spanip,  had  got  a  great  Way 
a-head,  and  had  left  fuch  an  Opening  between  them 
and  the  Spanijh  Admiral  with  his  two  next  Ships  a-head, 
and  all  his  (lernmofi:  Ships,   as  gave  our  Admiral  a  fair 
Opportunity  of  cutting  the  latter  off,  before  the  former 
could  tack  to  their  Alliftance  j  and  this  he  would  pro- 
bably have  executed,  if  all  the  Ships  even  of  his  Divi- 
fion  had  done  their  Duly. 

'  From  this  Confuiion  which  the  combined  Squa- 
dron fell  into,  after  our  Admiral  made  the  Signal  to 
engage,  it  appears,  that  all  the  French  Ships  and  three 
of  the  Spanijh  made  fo  much  Sail,  that  the  Spanijh  Ad- 
miral and  the  other  Spanijh  Ships  could  not  keep  Pace 
with  them  ;  and  this,  I  fay.  Sir,  is  a  Proof,  that  the 
combined  Squadron  ma'de  all  the  Sail  they  could  to  the 
Southward,  and  indeed  more  than  fome  of  them  ought 
to  have  done,  becaufe  they  thereby  left^their  worft  fail- 
ing Ships  fo  far  behind,  as  to  caufe  an  Interruption  or 
Opening  in  their  Line  of  Battle;  therefore,  I  think,  it 
is  plain,  that  the  combined  Squadron  had,  at  that  Time, 
one  of  thefe  three  Defigns :  Either  to  efcape  without 
coming  to  an  Engagement ;  or  to  get  the  Weather- 
Gage  of  us ;  or  to  draw  our  Squadron  fo  far  away  to 
the  Southward,  as  to  give  the  Embarkation  of  Troops 
at  Toulon  an  Opportunity  to  fail  to  Italy ;  the  Execu- 
tion of  every  one  of  which  Defigns  our  Admiral  was  ia 
Duty  bound  to  prevent :  But  he  could  have  prevented 
neither  of  the  three,  had  he  lain  by  for  the  Vice-Ad- 
miral, as  he  intended,  between  Seven  and  Eight 
o'clock  in  the  Morning ;  and  his  fudden  Alteration  of 
that  Intention,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  proceeded  from 
his  obferving,  that  the  Enemy  began  to  crowd  Sail,  in. 
order  to  execute  one  of  thefe  three  Defigns:  So  that  his 
not  lying  by  to  wait  for  the  Vice- Admiral  was  an  Ef- 
i^di  of  Neceflity,  and  not  of  an  exceffive  Impatience 
to  engage  ;  but  whether  it  was  the  Effe61:  of  one  or  the 
pther,  is  not  a  Queftion  proper  for  the  Cognizance  of  a 

Court- 
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Anno  ig.    Court-Martial;  becaufe  it  is  a  Queftion  that  relates  to 
Geo.  II.  1745.  Pfudence  or  Judgment  only,  and  not  any  Negle£l  or 
Breach  of  Duty. 

*  The  third  bad  EfFe(51:,  Sir,  imputed  to  the  Admiral's 
Impatience  to  engage,  is  his  giving  the  Signal  to  engage 
too  early.  Whether  this  was  a  bad  LffcS:  or  no,  1 
cannot  take  upon  me  abfolutely  to  determine;  for  when 
an  Admiral  is  refolved  to  engage,  1  cannot  comprehend 
what  Harm  it  can  do,  fuppofe  he  fhould  give  that  Sig- 
nal as  foon  as  he  comes  in  Sight  of  the  Enemy.  If  it 
made  the  French,  with  three  of  the  Spanijh  Ships, 
croud  Sail  and  run  away  from  the  Reft  of  the  com- 
bined Squadron,  it  produced,  in  my  Opinion,  a  very 
good  Effedt,  and  fuch  a  one  as  would  probably  have 
been  attended  with  the  Deftru6lion  of  the  Spanijh  Ad- 
miral, the  tv/o  Ships  next  to  him  a-head,  and  all  his 
Hernmoft  Ships,  if  all  the  Captains  in  our  Admiral's  Di- 
vifion  had  done  their  Duty,  or  if  our  Rear-AdmiraJ 
had  detached  his  beft  failing  Ships  to  fupply  the  Defe^i 
of  thofe  that  did  not.  But  whether  it  was  right  or 
wrong  in  our  Admiral  to  give  the  Signal  to  engage  fo 
early,  it  feems  to  me  to  have  been  entirely  owing  to 
the  Vice-Admirars  being  fo  far  behind  ;  becaufe  it  is 
to  be  fuppofed,  our  Admiral  gave  that  Signal  fo 
early,  in  order  to  prevail  with  our  Vice-Admiral  to 
make  all  pofTible  Hafte  to  clofe  the  Line  ;  and  as  there 
is  no  Rule,  Order,  or  Inftru<5lion  in  our  Navy,  for  di- 
recting at  what  Time  an  Admiral  is  to  give  the  Signal 
to  engage  ;  as  this  is  left  entirely  to  the  Admiral's  own 
Judgment  and  Difcretion,  it  is  a  iMatter  that  is  to  be 
decided  onjy  by  his  Majefty  or  his  Board  of  Admiralty  ; 
becaufe,  let  the  Signal  be  given  too  early,  or  let  it  be 
given  too  lare,  it  can  be  nothing  elfe  but  an  Error  or 
Miftake  of  Judgment,  and  not  being  in  itfelf  any 
Way  criminal,  cannot  therefore  come  under  the  Cog- 
nizance of  a  Court  Martial. 

'  The  fourth  bad  EfFe6f,  Sir,  which  is  faid  to  have 
flowed  from  our  Admiral's  Impatience  to  engage  the 
Enemy,  is  his  attacking  the  Spanijh  Admiral  in  the 
rear  Divifion  of  the  combined  Squadron,  inftead  of 
failing  up  and  attacking  the  French  Admiral  in  the 
Center,  which,  according  to  his  own  Difpofition, 
fhould  have  been  his  Poft   in  the  Engagement.    This 

ia 
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is  faid  to  be  a  Piece  of  very  great  MifconduiSl,  becaufe  Anno  i?. 
he  thereby  expofed  his  Van  to  be  attacked  and  over-  ^^o.  ii.  174J. 
powered  by  the  van  and  center  Divifions  of  the  com- 
bined Squadron  ;  but  Vi^hen  we  confider  all  Circumftan- 
ces,  it  will,  I  believe,  appear  to  be  the  molt  prudent 
Courfe  our  Admiral  could  take.  I  have  already  lliewed, 
that  from  the  Time  our  Admiral  fent  to  his  Vice- Ad- 
miral to  make  more  Sail,  or  at  leaft  from  the  Time 
our  Admiral  made  the  Signal  to  engage,  it  appeared 
evidently,  that  the  Enemy  defigned  either  to  efcape 
without  engaging  ;  or  to  gain  the  Wind  of  us,  fo  as 
to  engage  with  a  great  Advantage,  confidering  their 
Numbers  of  Men,  and  the  Number  of  their  Fire- 
fhips  ;  or  to  draw  our  Squadron  too  far  away  to  the 
Southward.  If  our  Admiral  had  lain  by  to  wait  for  his 
Vice- Admiral's  clofing  the  Line,  he  faw,  that  the  Ene- 
my muft  have  had  it  in  their  Power  to  have  executed 
any  one  of  thefe  three  Deiigns  they  thought  moft  pro- 
per ;  and  he  judged,  1  think,  rightly  and  wlfeh/y  I 
am  fure,  bravely,  that  it  was  better  to  engage  them 
without  the  Afliftance  of  his  rear  Divifion,  than  to 
leave  it  in  their  Power  to  execute  any  one  of  thefe 
three  Deiigns.  In  this  Situation,  he  faw  that  he  muff: 
either  expofe  his  Van  to  be  attacked  by  the  Van  and 
Center  of  the  Enemy's  Squadron,  or  his  Center  to  be 
attacked  by  the  Center  and  Rear  of  the  Enemy's 
Squadron  ;  for  if  he  bad  failed  up  to  attack  the  French 
Admiral  in  the  Center  of  the  combined  Squadron,  he 
muft  have  pafTed  by  the  Rear,  and  would  thereby  have 
expofed  his  own  Center  both  to  the  Center  and  Rear  of 
the  Enemy;  and  if  he  engaged  the  Enemy's  rear  Di- 
vifion, which  was  the  firft  he  could  come  up  with,  he 
thereby  expofed  his  Van  to  bath  the  Center  and  Van  of 
the  Enemy.  Now,  Sir,  of  thefe  two  Dangers,  the 
Situation  of  the  two  Squadrons  at  that  Time  muft  con- 
vince us,  that  the  laft  was  by  far  the  leaft.  We  had 
the  Wind  of  the  Enemy,  that  is  to  fay,  we  were  to 
the  Eaftward  of  them,  and  both  Squadrons  were  di- 
recting their  Courfe,  in  Line  of  Battle,  to  the  South- 
ward: They  could  not  therefore  bear  diredly  down  upon 
us,  whereas  we  had  it  in  our  Power  to  ftand  aloof,  or 
bear  dire6lly  down  upon  them  as  we  pleafed,  andconfe- 
quently  to  begin  the  Engagement  v.'hen  and  where  we 
pleafed:  When  our  Admiral  engaged  xbe  5'/>tf ;?//>??  Admiral, 

the 
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Anno  ig.  the  Van  of  the  combined  Squadron  was  at  leaft  as  far -a-; 
^^^•^'^745'^  head  as  the  Van  of  our  Squadron,  and  confequently 
neither  their  Van  nor  Center  could  attack  our  Van, 
without  attacking,  and  palling  by  our  Van  within  Gun- 
jQiot  s  for  their  headmoft  Ships  muft,  after  attacking, 
have  returned  Northward,  in  order  to  attack  the 
fternmoft  fliips  of  our  Van,  which  was  both  dangerous 
and  tedious;  whereas,  if  our  Admiral  had  failed  up 
to  attack  the  Enemy's  center  Divifion,  their  rear  Di- 
vifion  would  then  have  been  all  a-ftern  of  our  center 
Divifion,  and  confequently  might  have  edged  down,  as 
they  call  it,  upon  our  Cent'=?r,  which  would  neither 
have  been  dangerous  nor  tedious  in  the  Execution. 
Therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  it  was  lefs  dangerous  to. 
expofe  our  Van  to  be  attacked  by  the  Van  and  Center 
of  the  Enemy,  than  to  expofe  our  Center  to  be  attack- 
ed by  the  Enemy's  center  and  rear  Divilions  ;  becaufe,. 
in  the  former  Cafe,  our  rear  Divifion  might  have  come 
up,  but  in  the  latter  it  could  not  come  up.  Time 
enough,  to  our  Relief  ;  and  confequently  our  Admiral's 
attacking  the  rear  inftead  of  the  center  Divifion  of 
the  Enemy,  was  an  Effe6l  of  the  utmoft  Prudence  and 
Forefight,  inftead  of  being  the  EfFe£t  of  too  great  Im- 
patience to  engage  the  Enemy. 

'  'But  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  it  would  have  been  more  pru- 
dent in  our  Admiral  to  fafFer  the  Enemy  to  execute  any 
Defign  they  had  formed,  rather  than  rifk  engaging 
them  before  his  Vice- Admiral  had  joined  him  ;  or  fup- 
pofe it  would  have  been  more  prudent  in  him  to  have 
failed  up  and  engaged  th&  Enemy's  center,  rather  than 
their  rear  Divifion,  can  his  engaging  as  he  did  be  cal- 
led any  Thing  more  than  an  Error  or  JVIiftake  of  Judg- 
ment ?  It  cannot,  therefore,  come  properly  before  a 
Couft-Martial,  and  confequently,  can  be  no  Foundation 
for  our  inferting  his  Name  in  our  Addrefs.  You  may 
impute  his  engaging  in  the  Manner  he  did  to  Hurry, 
impatience,  or  what  you  will  ;  i  am  fure,  you  can- 
not impute  it  to  Cowardice,  Treachery,  or  any  Thin^ 
that  was  criminal  ;  and  let  it  be  called  prudent  or  im- 
prudent, I  mufl:  with  that  his  Vice-Admiral,  and  all  the 
Captains  of  that  Squadron,  had  been  puilied  on  by  the 
fame  Hurry  or  Impatience.  If  they  had,  I  believe,  we 
fiipuld  not  have  been  troubled  with  any  Inquiry  into 
3  their 
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their  Cdnda6l :   The  Nation  would,  probably,  have     Anno  \t. 

the  Pleafure  of  one  Thankfgiving  Day,  which  would  Geo.  IL  174.?. 

have  been  the  firft  during  this  War,    the'  it  is  now  of 

near  fix  Years  Continuance  ;  and  we  ftiould  have  had 

the  Pleafure  of  defiring  our  Speaker  to  return  Thanks 

to  our  Admiral,  for  having  put  an  End  to   the  naval 

Power  of  our  Enemy's. 

'  I  now  come.  Sir,  to  the  fifth  and  laft  bad  EfFecSl 
faid  to  have  been  produced  by  our  Admiral's  Hurry  and 
Impatience,  which  is,  his  not  giving  the  Fircfhip 
timely  Notice  to  prime,  nor  fending  her  proper  Af- 
fiftance,  when  (he  was  ordered  againft  the  Enemy. 
To  this  the  Admiral  has  anfwered,  and  proved,  that 
the  Moment  he  was  forced  away,  by  the  Marlborough^^ 
getting  between  him  and  the  Enemy,  he  made  the 
Signal  for  the  Captain  of  the  Firefhip  to  prime,  which 
he  mifapprehended  or  ncgledled  ;  and  that  fooh  after, 
pofitive  Orders  were  fent  him  by  an  Officer  to  prime, 
and  make  ready  with  all  Expedition  for  going  down 
upon  the  5/>tf»(/^  Admiral,  which  was  near  two  Hour* 
before  his  going  upon  that  Service ;  ccnfequsntly  he 
had  fufficient  Notice,  and  might  have  primed  and  pre- 
pared (every  Thing,  without  the  leaft  Hurry  or  Con- 
fufion.  Then  as  to  the  Affiftance,  the  Admiral  ba$ 
proved,  that  he  himfelf  went  down  with  the  Firelhip, 
and  was  within  Piftol-fhot  of  her  when  ihe  blew  up ; 
fo  that  if  there  was  any  Negled  in  this  Refpe^t,  it  was 
owing  to  the  Ships  of  his  own  Divifion  a-ftern,  and  t& 
the  Vice-Admiral,  who  allowed  the  four  fternmo^: 
Ships  of  the  Enemy  to  pafs  by  them  unmokfted,  angl 
by  thefe  four  Ships  the  Fireftiip  would  have  been  in  gr^at 
Danger  of  being  funk,  if  (he  had  not  been  blown  up 
before  fhe  could  have  reached  the  Bpanijh  Admiral. 

*  I  hope  I  have  now  fhewn,  that  the  Admiral's  Hur- 
ry or  Impatience,  as  it  is  called,  can,  upon  no  Ac- 
count, furnifti  us  with  a  fufficient  Reafon  for  inferting 
his  Name  in  this  Addrefs  ;  and  therefore  I  (hall  pro- 
ceed to  confider  the  fourth  Obje6lion  to  his  Condu^, 
which  is  that  of  his  hauling  down  the  Signal  to  engage, 
and  retiring  with  fuch  Precipitation  as  to  leave  tb eP^^^r, 
fl  Spanijh  Ship,  to  be  retaken  by  the  French^  with  one 
of  our  Lieutenants  and  23  of  our  Ivien  on  board, 
who  were  of  courfe  carried  in  Triumph  to  Spain,  Sir, 

when 
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Anno  18.  when  I  confider  who  they  are  that  make  this  Obje<f}Iori, 
Geo.  II,  i74y^  I  cannot  help  being  amazed  at  their  Affiirance.  They 
are  the  very  Men  whofe  Treachery  or  Cowartlice  had 
brouoht  our  Squadron. into  this  Diftrefs  and  Confufion. 
After  our  Admiral,  with  the  few  fighting  Ships  in  his 
Squadron,  had  been  left  engaged  with  an  Enemy,  ever^y 
Way  fuperior  to  them,  for  near  five  Hours  (for  fo  long 
had  the  Engagement  lafied  before  the  French  tacked  and 
bore  down  to  the  Pvelief  of  the  Spaniards)  can  we 
wonder  at  the  Admiral's  refolving  to  prevent,  if  poffi- 
ble,  the  few  brave  Men  in  his  Squadron  from  being 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  freih  Engagement,  with  a  Force 
Vfc?hich  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  cope  with  ?  Can 
we  think,  that  the  Admiral  could,  in  a  frefh  Engage- 
ment, and  in  the  Dark,  expe^l:  any  Affiftance  from 
thofe,  who,  in  broad  Day-Light,  had  for  five  Hours 
iooked  tamely  on,  and  feen  him  engaged  with  a  fupe- 
rior Force  ?  Can  we  impute  as  a  Crime  to  the  Admiral, 
that  Diflrefs  which  he  was  brought  into  by  the  Crimes 
of  thofe,  who,  to  juftify  themfelves,  are  now  be- 
come his  Aocufers  ?  1  hope,  this  Houfe  will  never  be 
capable  of  fo  much  Injuftice  ',  and,  therefore,  I  hope 
this  Objc£lion  will  have  no  Weight  in  the  prefent  De- 
bate. 

'  The  fifth  and  the  lafi:  Charge  againft  our  Admiral  is, 
his  having  called  the  Vice-Aidmiral,  with  his  Divifion, 
ofF  Chace,  in  the  Morning  of  the  2d  Day  after  the 
Engagement,  when  they  were  in  Sight  of  the  Enemy, 
and  gaining  upon  them  every  Moment,  If  this  Fa6t 
had  been  fully  proved,  which  it  has  not,  the  Admiral 
has  three  Excufes  for  his  Condu6t,  each  of  which  is 
by  itfelf  fufficient  for  convincing  us,  that  his  Conduct: 
was  not  criminal  ;  and  whether  it  was  prudent  or  not, 
"is  aQueftion  that  cannot  come  properly  before  a  Court- 
Martial.  The  firft  of  thefe  two  Excufes  is  founded 
upon  the  Behaviour  of  the  Vice- Admiral  and  fome  of 
the  Captains  during  the  Engagement,  which  was  fuch 
that  the  Admiral  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  come  to  a 
fecond  Engagement,  when  he  found  he  could  fo  very 
iittle  depend  upon  the  Courage  or  Fidelity  of  fome  of 
his  inferior  Officers.  For  the  Honour  of  his  Country, 
and  to  fecure  to  himfelf  all  poflible  Appearances  of  a 
Vidorv,  he  purfued  the  Enemy  fo  far  as  to  put  it  out 
•     '  of 
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©f  their  Power  to  return  to  the  Coaft  of  France  ;    but      Anno  iS. 
after  the  Experience  he  had  but  two  Days  before  had  of  ^^'-  ^^-  '74'- 
the  Tamenefs  and  Irrefolution  of  many  of  his  inferior  ^"'"•^r"^^ 
OfHcers,  he  thought  it  more  prudent  to  retire  with  the 
Advantage  he  had  gained,   than  to  rifk  having  his  own 
Ship,    and  all  the  fighting  Ships   in  his  Squadron,    de- 
sftroyed,  by  entering  into  a  new  Engagement,   which 
would  have  been  the  certain  Confequence,  had  the  reft 
of  his  Squadron  behaved  in  the  fecond  Engagement  as 
tamely  as  they  had  behaved  in  the  firft. 

*  The  fecond  Excufe,  Sir,  is  founded  upon  the  Intel- 
ligence he  had,  that  a  freOi  Squadron  had  adhjally  fail- 
ed from  Breft^  and  had  probably  by  that  Time  entered 
the  Straits.  I'his  made  him  cautious  of  approaching 
too  near  to  the  Coaft  of  Spain ^  left  he  fhould  there  find 
the  combined  Squadron  reinforced  by  the  frefh  Squadron 
from  Breji^  which  would  have  made  it  much  Wronger 
than  it  was  at  firft,  and  by  much  too  ftrong  for  him  to 
encounter,  efpecially  confidering  how  much  fome  of 
his  Ships  had  fufFered  in  the  late  Engagement.  And  the 
third  Excufe  is  the  pofitive  In(^ru<Slion  he  had,  to  pre- 
vent, by  all  Means,  the  French  from  fending  any  great 
Reinforcement  of  Troops  to  Italy.  This  was  by  his 
Inflruftions  to  be  his  chief  Care,  and  therefore  he  was 
to  regard  it  more  than  even  the  utter  Deflrudlion  of  the 
combined  Squadron,  He  therefore  thought  it  im- 
prudent to  purfue  that  Squadron  too  far  towards  the 
Coafts  of  Spain^  left  the  French  Embarkation  at  Tew 
hn  fhould  take  the  Opportunity  and  fail  away  to  Italy^ 
before  he  could  get  back  to  his  Station  in  Hieres  Bay  ; 
and  he  had  the  more  Reafon  to  be  afraid  of  this,  be- 
caufe  four  Spanijh  Men  of  War  had  been  left  at  Touion^ 
where  mofl  of  the  Tranfports  were  already  prepared, 
and  the  Troops  all  ready  to  embark. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Excufes  which  have  been  urged 
in  Behalf  of  this  Part  of  our  Admiral's  Condud:  : 
Whether  they  are  fufficient  for  vindicating  his  Pru- 
dence I  {hall  not  determine  j  but,  I  am  fure,  they  are 
fufficient  for  vindicating  his  Intention.  Nothing  that 
looks  like  Treachery,  nothing  that  looks  like  Cowar- 
dice, nothing  that  looks  like  a  Breach  or  Negle6t  of 
his  Inflrudtions,  appears  in  this,  no  more  than  in  any 
other  Part  of  hi&  CondwrtSt.     How  then  can  you  ad- 
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Anno  18.  ^refs  for  his  being  tried  by  a  Court-Martial  ?  No  Man, 
iI!l-x*JZ15  Sir,  was  ever  brought  before  a  Court-Martial,  unlefs 
he  was  accufed  or  furpe6ted  of  fomething  that  was 
criminal.  Imprudence  may  be  a  Reafon  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  examining  into  a  Commander's  Conduct,  or  for 
his  giving  Orders  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  exa- 
mine into  an  Admiral's  Condu(9: ;  in  order  to  fee  how 
far  it  may  be  fit  to  truft  him  in  the  fame  Station  for  the 
future  ;  but  it  can  never  be  a  Reafon  for  our  addreffing 
to  have  an  Admiral  tried  by  a  Court-Martial ;  and  there- 
fore, I  hope,  Gentlemen  will  excufe  me  when  I  fay, 
that  however  much  fome  may  be  impofed  on,  I  muft 
be  of  Opinion,  that  with  others  the  chief  Intention  is 
to  fcreen  the  guilty  from  Punifhment  as  well  as  the  pub- 
lic Refentment,  by  inferting  the  Name  of  him  who 
appears  to  be  innocent,  in  the  fame  Addrefs  with  thofe 
whofe  Conduct  there  is  great  Reafon  to  condemft. 

'  After  having  faid  this,  Sir,  I  think  myfelf  obliged 
to  examine  into  the  Excufes  that  have  been  made  for 
our  Vice- Admiral's  Condudl  ;  and  here  there  is  fome- 
thing appears  at  firft  View  very  different  from  what  is 
objected  againft  the  Admiral's  Condudl.  If  the  Ad- 
miral was  impatient,  and  in  too  great  a  Hurry  to  en- 
gage the  Enemy,  the  Vice-Admiral  feems  to  have  been 
as  backward  as  the  other  was  forward  ;  fo  backward, 
that  he  never  engaged  at  all.  As  both  the  other  Divi- 
iions  were  engaged,  and  engaged  for  near  five  Hours,  his 
not  coming  up  to  take  a  Share  of  the  Engagement  was 
certainly  in  the  highell:  Degree  criminal,  if  he  cannot 
make  it  evidently  appear,  that  he  did  all  that  was  pof- 
Tible  for  him  to  do,  and  that  he  had  done  nothing  which 
made  it  impollible  for  him  to  get  up  Time  enough  to 
take  fome  Share  in  the  Engagement ;  therefore  we  muft 
examine  his  Conduct  from  the  Time  of  the  Fleet's  fail- 
ing out  of  i//^r^x  Bay  ;  and  the  firfl  ObjecSlion  made  to 
it  is,  his  bringing  to,  the  Evening  preceding  the  En- 
gagement, before  he  had  clofed  the  Line  according  to 
the  Signal  then  abroad.  Here  the  two  Admirals  differ 
in  a  Point  of  Difcipline,  which  I  (hall  flate  as  diftinft- 
ly  as  I  can.  From  three  o'Ciock  in  the  Afternoon  of 
that  Day,  the  Admiral  had  the  Signal  out  for  the  Fleet 
to  draw  into  a  Line  of  Battle,  one  Ship  a-breafl  of 
another,  whi«h  Signal  continued  out  when  it  began  to 
..      ,  --  grow 
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grow  dark  :  Half  an  Hour  after  it  was  dark,  the  Ad-  Anr.o  iS, 
miral  made  the  Night  Signal  to  bring  to,  at  v/hich  Time  ^^''-  ^^'^7^5: 
the  Vice- Admiral,  with  his  Divifion,  was  in  a  Line 
a-breaft  with  the  Admiral's  Divifion,  but  a  great  Way 
feparated  from  it.  The  Queftion  then  is,  whether  the 
Vice- Admiral  fhould  immediatel}'  have  brought  to,  in 
Purfuance  of  this  laft  Signal,  or  whether  he  fhould 
not  have  firft  clofed  the  Line,  in  Purfuance  of  the 
Signal  for  the  Line  of  Bittle,  which  he  had  feen  out  as 
long  as  he  couid  fee,  and  which  he  had  no  Reafon  to 
fuppofe  taken  in.  The  Admiral  fays,  he  ought  to  have 
clofed  the  Line,  before  bringing  to,  becaufe,  while  tha 
Line  of  Battle  Signal  is  out,  ail  other  Signals  are  to  be 
conilrued  as  co-operating  wi'^h  that  Signal,  and  there- 
fore he  was  to  bring  to,  according  to  the  laft  Signal  ; 
but  he  was  to  bring  to  in  the  Line,  according  to  the 
Line  of  Battle  Signal,  and  that  he  could  not  do  till  he 
had  clofed  the  Line.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Vice- 
Admiral  fays,  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  immediate 
Obedience  to  the  Night  Signal  for  bringing  to,  becaufe 
by  that  Signal  the  Line  of  Battle  a-breaft  Signal  was 
deftroyed,  the  one  being  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with 
the  other,  and  of  two  inconfiftent  Signals  the  laft 
ought  certainly  to  be  obeyed  ;  therefore  when  he  heard 
the  Night  Signal  for  bringing  to,  as  he  could  not  fee 
whether  the  Line  of  Battle  Signal  was  out  or  no,  he 
was  to  fuppofe  it  taken  down,  becaufe  it  was  inconfift- 
ent with  the  laft  Signal. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  Point  in  Difpute,  and  upon  this 
Point  the  Vindication  or  Condemnation  of  the  Vice- 
Admiral's  Conduct  chiefly  depends  ;  for  as  he  brought 
to  before  clofing  the  Line  that  Evening,  according  as 
he  fays  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  do,  it  threw  him 
at  fuch  a  Diftance  from  the  center  Divifion  next 
Morning,  that  he  was  not  able  to  clofe  the  Lire  till  the 
Engagement  was  quite  over.  I  cannot  pretend  to  be  a 
Judge  of  Difcipline,  but  I  may  pretend  to  know  fome- 
thing  of  common  Senfe,  and  from  that  I  can  find  no 
Inconfiftency  between  the  Signal  for  bringing  to  and  the 
Signal  for  the  Line.  Suppofe  it  to  be  Day-Light,  and 
the  Admiral  to  make  the  Day  Signal  for  bringing  to, 
pending  the  Line  of  Battle  Signal  :  When  the  Line 
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Anno  iS.  IS  perfe£tly  formed,  no  Doubt  every  Ship  as  well  at 
Geo.  II.  1745.  every  Divifion  of  the  Squadron,  is  in  this  Cafe  to  give 
immediate  Obedience  to  the  Signal  for  bringing  to-; 
but  when  the  Line  is  not  perfedly  formed,  and  the 
Signal  is  made  for  bringing  to,  pending  the  Line  of 
Battle  Signal,  common  Senfe  would  direct  me  to  fup- 
pofe  the  Meaning  of  this  to  be,  that  thofe  Ships  that 
are  in  the  Line  fhould  give  immediate  Obedience  to  the 
Signal  for  bringing  to,  but  that  thofe  Ships  that  had 
not  got  into  the  Line,  or  had  not  clofed  it,  fhould 
come  into  or  clofe  the  Line  before  giving  Obedience  to 
the  Signal  for  bringing  to  ;  and  if  common  Senfe  di- 
Te&.s  this  when  an  Enemy  is  not  in  View,  furely  it  muft 
dire6l  this  when  an  Enemy  is  not  only  in  View,  but  al- 
moft  within  Gun-Shot  of  you.  Now,  if  this  would  be 
the  Cafe  in  Day- Light,  and  when  both  Signals  may 
be  plainly  perceived,  1  think  the  Vice- Admiral  was 
to  fuppofe,  when  he  heard  the  Night  Signal  for  bring- 
ing to,  that  the  Signal  for  the  Line  was  fti!l  out : 
This,  I  fay,  he  was  to  fuppofe,  becaufe  he  had  not 
feen  it  taken  in,  and  becaufe  they  were  fo  near  the 
Enemy,  that  an  Engagement  might  probably  begin  next 
Morning  as  foon  as  it  was  Day- Light :  If  this  thefi 
was  what  he  ought  to  have  fuppofed,  furely  he  ought 
to  have  clofed  with  the  Center  before  bringing  to  ; 
and  confequently,  according  to  common  Senfe,  what- 
^cver  it  may  be  according  to  Difcipline,  he  was  guilty 
of  a  Breach,  or  at  leaft  a  Miftake  of  his  Duty. 

*  What  this  Houfe  may  think,  or  what  a  Court-Mar- 
tial may  think  of  this  Breach  or  Miftake  of  Duty,  I 
do  not  know;  but  I  know.  Sir,  what  the  World  will 
think  of  it.  The  World  knows  what  Terms  he  and 
the  Admiral  were  upon  :  It  is  publickly  known,  that 
they  were  far  from  being  Friends  :  From  thence  it 
will  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Vice-Admiral  was  refol- 
ved,  as  far  as  was  confiftent  with  his  own  Safety,  to 
prevent  the  Admiral's  engaging  the  combined  Squadron, 
or  to  force  him  to  engage  without  the  Afliftance  of  his 
Divifion.  In  the  firft  Cafe,  he  knew,  it  would  ex- 
pofe  the  Admiral  to  the  Refentment  and  Contempt  of 
his  Country,  and  perhaps  fo  be  broke  with  Infamy, 
for  having  let  the  combiiied  Squadron  efcapej  and  in  the 
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•  Other  tafe,  he  thought,  the  Admiral,  by  engaging  Anno  18. 
with  a  fuperior  Force,  might  probably  be  cut  ofF.  ^^°' ^^•»745. 
Therefore,  whatever  the  Vice- Admiral  may  fay  about 
his  bringing  to  the  Evening  before  the  Engagement, 
at  fuch  a  Diftance  from  the  center  Divifion  of  the 
Squadron,  and  confequently  not  properly  in  the  Line, 
the  World  will  fuppofe,  that  it  was  a  wilful  Miftake, 
made  on  Purpofe  to  prevent  his  having  any  Share  in  the 
Engagement  that  was  probably  next  Day  to  enfue. 
This,  I  fay,  the  World  will  fuppofe,  and  if  it  was 
wilful,  the  Vice- Admiral  was  certainly  criminal  to  the 
higheft  Degree  ;  therefore  this  is  a  Cafe  that  comes 
properly  before  a  Court-Martial  ;  and  indeed,  it  is  a 
Cafe  that  cannot  well  be  underftood  or  determined  by 
any  but  thofe  who  are  perfedtly  acquainted  with  the 
Difcipline  and  Practice  of  our  Navy. 

'  But  this  is  not  the  only  Miftake  or  Breach  of  Duty* 
the  Vice- Admiral   is  charged    with:   He   is  like  wife 
charged.  Sir,  with  not  making  all  the  Hafte  he  might 
have  made  next  Morning,  to  get  up  and  clofe  the  Line 
with  the  Admiral.     Upon  this  Head,   indeed,   we  have 
had  a  Variety  of  Evidence,   and  feme   Part  of  it  in 
exprefs  Contradiction  to  the  other.  Some  have  affirmed, 
that  he  might  have  made  more  Sail,  others  have  denied 
it.     Some  have  made  Objections  to  his  Steerage,  and 
alledged,  that  had  he  ftcered  more  to  Leeward,  he  might 
have  got  up  Time  enough  to  engage  fome  of  the  Ene- 
my's Ships ;  whilft  others  have  juftified   his  Steerage, 
and  infifted  upon  its  being  right.   In  this  ContradicSlion 
of  Evidence,  it  is  impoffible.    Sir,  for  us  to  determine, 
becaufe  we  neither  know  the  CharaCler  of  the  WitnefTes, 
nor  do  we   underftand  failing,    but   a   Court-Martial 
eafily  may  ;  and  it  is  a  Point  that  can  come  properly 
under  the  Cognizance  of  a  Court-Martial  only  5    for 
upon   this  Point   depends   the  Queftion,    whether  the 
Vice- Admiral  was  criminal  or  no.     If  he  made  all  the 
Hafte  he  poffibly  could  to  clofe  the  Line,   he  cannot  in 
this  Rcfped:  be  faid  to  be  criminal  :   It  be  did  not,    it 
was   a  Breach  of  Orders,    becaufe    the  Signal   for  the 
Line  was  out  all  the  Time,    confequently  his  Conduct 
was  criminal,  and  deferves,  in  my  Opinion,  as  high  a 
Punifhmcnt  as  a  Court-Martial  can  infliCt. 

R  3  •  *A 
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Anno  18.  *A  third  Obje£lion  to  the  Vice-Admirars  Condu6l  is, 

frco.  II.  174'.  his  not  repeating  the  Signal  to  engage  5  in  Excufe  for 
which  he  fays,  that  it  is  not  required  by  the  fighting 
Inltru6tions,  nor  was  pra6fifed  in  the  two  general 
Battles  he  had  been  in,  particularly  that  of  Malaga 
in  the  Year  1704,  where  he  was  Liutenant  to  the 
Admiral  of  the  White,  who  did  not  repeat  the  Signal 
to  engage,  nor  was  it  repeated  by  any  other  Admiral 
in  that  Fleet.  To  this  it  is  replied,  that  of  late  Years 
it  has  been  thought  necefTary  for  the  inferior  Admirals 
to  repeat  the  Signal  to  engage,  which  was  the  Reafon 
for  its  being  repeated  by  the  Rear- Admiral  j  and  its 
not  being  repeated  by  the  Vice-Admiral,  was  probably 
what  prevented  the  headmoft  Ships  of  his  Divifion 
from  failing  up  and  attacking  the  flernmofl  Ships  of  the 
Enemy^s  rear  Divifion,  which  they  might  have  done, 
had  they  not  waited  for  their  Admiral's  repeating  the 
Signal  to  engage.  Now,  Sir,  to  determine  whether 
this  of  repeating  the  Signal  to  engage,  was  a  criminal 
Negle6l  in  the  Vice-Admiral  or  no,  requires  more 
Knowledge  in  the  Pra6lice  of  our  Navy  than  I  am 
Ma{l:er  of ;  but  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  repeating  of 
this  Signal  by  the  Vice-Admiral  could  have  done  any 
Harm,  and  though  it  is  not  exprefsly  injoined  by  the 
fighting  Inftru(3:ions,  yet  if  he  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
think,  that  any  of  his  Captains  might  expedl:  it,  he 
ought  to  have  repeated  it,  left  by  his  not  doing  fo  he 
fbould  prevent  their  engaging  when  it  was  in  their 
Power  to  attack  and  deilroy  the  Enemy.  This  is  there- 
fore a  Queftion  very  proper  for  a  Court-Martial  to  in- 
quire into;  and  whatever  Way  they  may  determine  it, 
J  amafraid,  the  World  will  be  ill-natured  enough  to  fay, 
that  all  the  Ufe  the  Vice-Admiral  made  of  his  great 
Knowledge  in  the  Difciphne  of  the  Navy,  was  to  ob- 
ferve  every  Pundilio  of  it,  that  ferved  to  prevent  his 
alTifting  his  Admiral  in  attacking  and  deftroying  the 
Enemies  of  his  Country. 

'  The  fourth  Objediion  to  the  Vice-Admiral's  Con- 
du£l,  is  his  not  detaching  fome  of  the  beft  failing 
Ships  of  his  Divifion  to  the  AffiOance  of  the  Vice- 
Admiral  and  the  Marlborough^  when  he  faw  that  the 
Ships  a.ftern  of  them  did  not  do  their  Duty.  His  Ex- 
vufe  for  this  is,   that  he  could  not  alter  the  Difpofition 
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which  the  Admiral  had  appointed  ;  and  that  if  thofe  ^^jj^^  jg 
Ships  did  not  do  their  Duty,  the  Admiral  had  an  imme-  Geo.  il.  1745. 
diate  Remedy  in  his  Power,  becaufe  he  might  have  fent 
his  Lieutenants  to  command  them,  isir,  if  I  am  not 
miftaken,  it  is  a  Rule  in  the  Navy,  that  any  Ship  may 
leave  her  Station  in  an  Engagement,  and  go  to  the 
Afliftance  of  the  Admiral,  when  he  feems  to  be  in 
Diftrefs,  if  thofe  Ships  next  to  him  cannot  or  do  not 
give  him  the  neceflary  Afliftance.  And  as  many  unfore- 
feen  Accidents  may,  and  generally  do  happen  in  an 
Engagement,  common  Reafon  tells  us,  that  every  in- 
ferior Commander  may  alter  the  Difpofition  of  thai 
Part  of  an  Army  or  Squadron  under  his  Command, 
when  abfolute  Neceffity  requires  it :  Nay,  the  Vice- 
Admiral  himfelf  has  told  us,  that  he  did  alter  the  Dif- 
pofition of  his  Divifion,  by  ordering  three  of  his 
Ships  a-head  to  fail  a-ftern.  as  foon  as  he  obferved,  that 
the  Spanijh  Admiral  had  fix  Ships  a-ftern,  whereas  he 
had  by  his  Admiral's  Order  of  Battle  but  four  Ships  a- 
ftern  of  him  ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  ever 
ordered  thefe  three  Ships  to  come  again  a-head  of  him, 
even  when  he  faw  his  Admiral  engaged  with  the  Spa- 
nijh Admiral,  after  which,  he  could  not  but  fee,  that 
he  had  then  no  Occafion  for  having  fo  many  Ships  a- 
ftern.  Surely,  his  Reafon  for  this  could  not  be,  becaufe 
when  they  were  a-ftern,  they  were  more  out  of  the 
Way  of  the  Enemy  than  they  would  have  been,  had 
they  been  ordered  to  return  again  to  their  Station  a- 
head. 

'  I  muft  therefore  think.  Sir,  that  the  Anfwer  which 
the  Vice-Admiral  has  made  to  this  Charge  is  far  from 
being  fatisfailory,  confequently  I  mufl:  be  of  Opinion, 
that  it  was  his  Duty  to  have  fent  fome  of  his  beft  failing 
Ships  to  the  Afliftance  of  his  Admiral,  when  he  fav/ 
him  in  a  Manner  deferted  by  all  his  Ships  of  his  Divi- 
fion a-ftern,  except  the  Marlborough  ;  for  from  the  long 
Continuance  of  their  ill  Behaviour,  he  could  not  but 
fuppofe,  either  that  the  Admiral  did  not  fee  how  they 
behaved,  or  that  fome  infurmountable  Obftrudtion 
prevented  the  ufing  the  proper  Remedy.  If  then  it  was 
his  Duty  to  have  fent  fome  of  the  Ships  of  his  Divifion 
to  the  Afliftance  of  his  Admiral,  it  v/as  in  him  a  Neg- 
Je6l  of  Duty  not  to  do  it,  and  for  every  Thing  that 
'    R  4  looks 
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Anno  iS.      looks  like  a  Neglect  of  Duty,   an  Officer  ought  to  be 
Geo.  II.  174c.  tried  by  a  Court-Martial. 

'  I  hope,  I  have  now  fhewn,  Sir,  that  every  Charge 
brought  againft  the  Vice-Admiral's  Conduit,  appears 
to  be  either  a  Breach  or  Negle£l  of  Duty,  and  that  he 
has  not  made  a  fufficient  Anfwer  to  any  one  of  them  ; 
confequently  for  every  one  of  them  he  ought  to  be 
tried  by  a  Court-Martial.  Flis  Name  therefore  vjq  not 
only  may,  but  ought  to  infert  in  this  Addrefs.  On  the 
other  Hand,  I  have  Ihewn,  I  hope^,  to  your  Satisfac- 
tion, that  no  one  Charge  has  been  brought  againft  the 
Admiral's  Conduct:,  but  vi^hat  he  has  fufficiently  anfwer- 
ed,  an<i  that  if  his  Anfwers  to  fome  of  them  were  not 
fufficient,  they  are  fuch  as  appear  to  be  Errors  or  Mif- 
takes  of  Judgment  only,  for  which  he  cannot  properly 
be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial.  His  Nanse  therefore  we 
cannot,  with  any  Sort  of  Propriety,  infert  in  our  Ad- 
drefs ;  for  if  we  do  it,  it  will  fhew,  that  after  fo  much 
Time  fpent,  and  fo  much  Pains  taken,  we  cannot  pro- 
perly diftinguifti  between  what  is  criminal  and  what  is 
imprudent. 

*  Whether  the  Miftakes  or  Negle6ls  of  the  Vice-Ad- 
ipiral  were  wilful  or  not,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but  they  are  fo  fufpicious,  and  have  been  of 
fuch  infinite  Prejudice  to  the  common  Caufe,  as  well 
as  to  this  Nation  in  particular,  that  I  was  furprized  to 
hear  any  Infmuations  thrown  out  againft  the  Admiral 
for  fufpending  him.  I  am  furprized  he  did  not  fufpend 
him  much  fooner  ?  If  he  had  fufpended  him  the  Morn- 
ing of  the  Engagement,  when  he  firft  obferved  him 
a,t  fuch  a  Diftance  from  the  reft  of  the  Squadron,  it 
might,  perhaps,  have  been  happy  for  this  Kingdom, 
and  particularly  for  the  Hon.  Gentleman  now  in  our 
Chair,  whofe  Lofs  is  great  indeed,  but  it  is  attended 
with  this  Comfort,  that  he  hears  it  bemoaned  by  the 
whole  Nation,  almoft  as  much  as  it  can  be  by  himfelf. 
But,  Sir,  the  Admiral  was  willing  to  give  his  Vice- 
Admiral  an  Opportunity  to  atone  for  the  Miftake  he 
had  committed  the  Night  before,  and  even  after  he  had 
made  bad  worfe,  fo  cautious  was  the  Admiral  of  do- 
ing any  Thing  that  might  feem  rafh  or  {^vere,  that  he 
delayed  fufpending  him,  till  he  fhould  fee  whether  he 
could  make  any  tolerable  Excufe  for  his  Conduit.  The 
I  Excufes 
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Excufes  he  made  we  have  all  feen,  and,  I  believe,  mofi:     Anno  ig. 
that  have  feen  them  are  of  Opinion,  that  they  are  far  ^^Q-  ii-  i74?« 
from  being   fatisfadory.    Then,  indeed,  the  Admiral  ^    ■-><     —^ 
proceeded  to  make  ufe  of  the  Power  he  had,  by  fuf- 
pending  him,  and  fending  him  home ;  which  he  was 
in  fome  Meafure  neceflarily  obliged  to  do,  not  only  for 
preferving  his  Authority  in  the  Fleet,  but  to  prevent 
the  bad  Confequences  of  coming  to  a  new  Engagement 
with  fuch  a  Vice- Admiral  next  under  him  in  Com- 
mand ;  for  he  could  not  be  fecure  againft  being  obliged 
to  come  very  foon  to  a  new  Engagement  with  the  Ene- 
my.    He  had  Reafon  to  expe£l  every  Moment  the  Ar- 
rival of  a  new  French  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  ; 
and  if  that  Squadron  had  arrived,  the  Enemy  would 
certainly  have  put  to  Sea  again,  and  might  have  put  to 
Sea  with  a  greater  Force  than  they  had  in  the  former 
Engagement. 

'  In  this  Refped  therefore.  Sir,  the  Admiral's  Condu£^ 
is  not  at  all  to  be  blamed ;  at  leaft,  I  am  fure,  he  did 
nothing  in  this,  that  can  fubjedl  him  to  be  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial.  He  may  defire,  he  may  petition,  if 
he  will,  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial :  We  arc  not 
to  anfwer  for  what  he  does ;  but  we  muft  anfwer  for 
what  we  do  ourfelves,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  da 
nothing  without  a  fufficient  Caufe.  If  he  petitions  for 
being  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  it  can  throw  no  Sufpi- 
cion  upon  his  Condu6l :  On  the  contrary,  it  will,  with 
the  Public,  be  a  Proof  ot  his  Innocence  j  but  if  we 
addrefs  for  having  him  tried  by  a  Court-Martial,  it  will 
bring  his  Conduit  under  Sufpicion  i  becaufe  the  World 
will  from  thence  conclude,  that  we  thought  him  guilty 
of  fomething  that  feemed  to  be  criminal ;  for  no  Man 
that  knows  any  Thing  of  a  Trial  by  a  Court-Martial 
will  fuppofe,  that  we  fubje£^ed  him  to  fuch  a  Trial, 
for  no  ether  Reafon,  but  becaufe  we  thought  he  had 
been  a  little  imprudent  in  fome  Parts  of  his  Conduct. 
Therefore,  Sir,  in  Juftice  to  him,  and  in  Duty  to 
ourfelves,  we  ought  to  leave  his  Name  out  of  the  Ad- 
drefs now  propofed.' 

Sir  William   Tcnge  then  got  up,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

«Sir, 
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AcnoiS.  <  Sir, 

.£).  11.  174',        <  Whether  I  may  be  accufed  of  intending  to  fcreen, 

^^'^""^IT"^'''^  t^^6  Guilty,  by  putting  the  Innocent  upon  the  fame 

Lngc,  |,~^Qjjj^g    ^,jj.j^    them,    I   do    not    know,    nor    do    T 

care;  for  I  fhali  always  fpeak  my  Sentiments  freely 
In  this  Houfe,  without  Regard  to  any  falfe  Conftruc- 
tion  that  may  be  put  by  others  upon  what  I  fay.  I 
cannot,  however,  help  expreffing  a  little  Surprize  at 
its  being  fuppofed  or  infinuated,  that  there  Ihould  be 
any  fcreening  Work  intended  in  what  we  are  now 
about.  Are  we  by  this  Addrefs,  Sir,  to  declare  any 
one  guilty  or  innocent  ?  Does  any  Gentleman  fuppofe, 
that  by  this  Addrefs  we  are  to  direct;  the  Court- Martial, 
who  they  fhall  find  guilty,  or  who  they  (hall  declare  to 
be  innocent  ?  No,  Sir :  We  mention,  indeed,  thofe 
Gentlemen  whofe  Conduct  has  appeared  to  us  to  be 
.moft  fufpicious ;  but  we  do  not  therefore  condemn 
them,  nor  do  we  direct  the  Court-Martial  to  condemn 
them.  And  as  we  do  not  condemn  thofe  we  exprefsly 
mention,  fo  neither  do  we  acquit  thofe  we  do  not 
mention,  nor  do  we  give  any  Ground  to  fuppofe,  that 
all  the  reft  of  the  Officers  in  that  Squadron  were  entire- 
ly innocent :  On  the  contrary,  we  exprefsly  defire,  that 
a  Court-Martial  may  be  appointed  to  imjuire  into  the 
Condu6l  of  all  other  Officers,  who  are,  or  fliall  be, 
charged  with  any  Mifcondu£i:  in  the  late  Engagement  oiF 
Toulon, 

'  By  this  Addrefs  therefore.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed, 
that  any  one  intends  either  to  fcreen  the  Guilty,  or  to 
punilh  the  Innocent;  and  though  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing the  Admiral  guilty  of  any  Thing  that  was  highly 
^  criminal,  yet  if  we  mention  any  Gentleman's  Name 
at  all  in  our  Addrefs,  we  ought,  I  think,  to  mention 
his  Name  among  the  reft,  becaufe  he  ftands  charged 
with  Mifcondu£l  as  much  as  any  other  Officer  in  that 
Squadron.  His  Mifcondu6l  may  be  of  a  Nature  very 
different  from  that  which  others  are  charged  with,  or 
he  may  be  more  able  to  j'jftify  his  Condudl ;  but  nei- 
ther of  thefe  we  have  upon  this  Occafion  any  Thing  to 
do  with.  The  Court-Martial  is  to  judge  of  both,  and 
there  is  nothing  more  certain,  or  better  known,  than 
th^t  Officers  are  often  tried  by  Courts-Martial,  though 
they  are  not  fo  much  as  fufpected  of  any  Thing   that 

can 


[       25'       ]         _ 

can  properly  be  called  criminal.  Criminal,  Sir,  Is  an  Anno  i5f. 
ugly  Word  :  No  Man  can  properly  be  faid  to  be  fo,  Geo.ii.  174:;. 
unlefs  he  had  a  malicious  and  wicked  Intention  in  what  ^—  '  "'v'-  '  -^ 
he  is  accufed  or  fufpected  of.  Many  Officers  have  been 
tried  and  condemned  and  punifhed  too  by  Courts-Mar- 
tial, who  were  never  furpe6led  of  having  had  a  malicious 
or  wicked  Intention  in  what  they  did,  or  negleded  to 
do;  for  military  Difcipline  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  is, 
and  muft  be  To  fevere,  that  Men  are  often  tried  and 
punifhed  for  what  can  be  called  nothing  but  mere  Neg- 
h€t :  Nay,  Men  are  often  tried  and  punifhed  for  what 
can  be  called  nothing  but  mere  Ignorance  ;  becaufe  no 
Man  fiiould  undertake  a  Truft  or  Command  which  he 
does  not  know  how  to  execute.  In  the  Navy  in  par- 
ticular, there  is  an  eftabliihed  Cuftom,  that  if  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ship  be  loft  in  a  Storm,  or  deftroyed  by  an  un- 
forefeen  Accident,  or  taken  by  an  Enemy,  the  Cap- 
tain muft  undergo  a  Trial  by  a  Court-Martial,  though 
he  is  neither  charged  with,  nor  fo  much  as  fuf[3e(5led  of 
any  Neglect  or  Mifcondu^l.  This,  I  fay,  is  an  efta- 
bliftied  Cuftom  in  the  Navy,  and  I  am  fure,  there  is  as 
much  Reafon  for  making  it  an  eftabliflied  Cuftom,  that 
when  any  of  his  Majefty's  Squadrons  meets  with  and  en- 
gages an  inferior  Squadron  of  the  Enemy,  and  lets  them 
efcape  with  very  little  Damage  ;  I  fay,  there  is  as  much 
Reafon  for  making  it  a  Cuftom,  that  the  Commander 
of  that  Squadron  fhould  undergo  a  Trial  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  as  for  making  it  a  Cuftom,  that  the  Commander 
of  a  Ship  fhould  undergo  a  Trial  when  he  lofes  his  Ship, 
let  her  have  been  loft  by  never  fo  extraordinary  an  Ac- 
cident. In  both  Cafes,  the  Prefuraption  is  againft  the 
Commander,  and  in  both  he  ought  to  be  made  to  clear 
himfelf  by  a  regular  Trial  before  the  proper  Court, 
which  is  a  Court-Martial. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,  from  the  general  Reafon  of  the 
Thing,  and  from  the  Cuftom  of  the  Navy  in  a  parallel 
Cafe,  the  Admiral  ought  to  be  fubjeded  to  a  Trial  by 
a  Court-Martial ;  and  if  he  ought  to  be  fubjecSted  to 
fuch  a  Trial,  furely,  we  can  do  him  no  Injuftice  by 
addrefling  to  have  him  tried.  But  in  thisCale,  I  really 
think,  there  is  fomething  more  than  the  general  Reafon 
of  the  Thing.  I  hope,  he  will  be  able  to  clear  him- 
felf of  every  Sufpkion,  when  he  comes  upon  his  Trial, 

before 
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^  Anno  3g.      before  thofe  who  are  the  proper^  and  the  only  tompetent 
sl!^J»^'^v'  Judges  of  his  Behaviour;  but  I    mult  confefsj  I  have 
itill  feme  Sufpicions  of  feveral  Parts  of  his  Conduct.     I 
fhall  not  take  up  your  Time,  Sir,  with  explaining   all 
my  Sufpicions  ;  but  I  muft  fay,  that  I  (hould  wifh  vi'ith 
all  my  Heart,  to  hear  more  fubftantial  Reafons  given, 
than  any  hitherto  offered,  why  he  fuffered  the  Enemy 
to  efcape  without  forcing  them  to  a  new  Engagement, 
or  to  defert  their  difabled  Ships.     If  he  had  taken   as 
much  Care  the  Night  after  the  Erigagement,  as  he  did 
the  Night  before,  to  prevent  the  Enemy's  efcaping,  I 
believe,  he  would   have  found  all  their   difabled   Ships 
deferred,  or  deflroyed  by  themfelves,  in  the  Morning  ; 
for  that  they  had  no  Inclination  to  come  to  a  fecond 
Engagement,  feems  to  me  probable,  by  their  deferring 
the  Poder^  the  next  Day    after  the  Engagement,  as 
foon  as  they  found  our  Squadron  approaching  them. 
During  the  Night,  the  Admiral  had  Time  to  fend  for 
the  Captains  who  had  not  behaved  as  they  ought  in  the 
Engagement,  and  to  fufpend  fuch  of  them  as  could  fur- 
niih  him  with  no  Hopes  of  their  behaving  better  in  a 
Vitw  Engagement:  Even  his   Vice- Admiral  he  might 
that  Night  have  fufpended,  with  more  Reafon,  I  think,, 
than  he  did  afterwards ;  and  all  thefe  fufpended  Officers 
he  might  have  fent  to  Fort-Mahon^  on  board  the  Ox- 
ford^ which  he  fent  thither  next  Day  as  Convoy  to  the 
Marlborough.     He  would  then  have  had  a  Squadron 
commanded  entirely  by  Officers  of  his  own  chufmg, 
and  fuperior  to  the  Enemy  ;  To  that  the  ill  Behaviour 
of  his  Vice- Admiral,  and  fome  of  the  Captains,  can  be 
no  fufficient  Excufe  for  his  not  endeavouring,  the  Night 
after  the  Battle,  to  prevent  its  being  poffible  for  the 
Enemy  to  efcape  from  him,  and  to  carry  moft  of  their 
difabled  Ships  along  with  them. 

'  But  inftead  of  this.  Sir,  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  he  had  any  Inclination,  or  took  any  Meafures, ' 
cither  the  firft  or  fecond  Night  after  the  Battle,  to  force 
the  Enemy  to  come  to  a  fecond  Engagement,  or  to  de- 
fert their  difabled  Ships.  On  the  contrary,  he  made 
no  Attempt  the  firft  Night  to  follow  the  Enemy,  or  to 
fend  out  any  Cruizers  to  know  what  they  were  about, 
or  what  Way  they  were  bending  their  Courfe  ;  fo  that 
his  getting  Sight  of  tbem  next  Day,  feems  to  havfi 
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been  more  a  Chance  than  Defign  ;  and  though  he  pur-  Anno  i?. 
fued  them  all  that  Day,  yet  at  fix  o'Clock  at  Night  he  ^•^°-  "•  »74?- 
brought  to,  at  t  great  Diftance  from  the  Enemy,  noc- 
withftanding  the  Encouragement  he  had  to  purfue,  by 
their  having  left  the  Poder  to  be  deftroyed  by  him,  as 
fhe  accordingly  was  that  Evening.  By  thus  bx^inging 
to,  whilft  the  Enemy  v^as  under  Sail,  and  remaining 
fo  till  after  two  in  the  Morning,  notwithilandlng  its 
being  a  calm  night  and  clear  Moonfhine,  he  again  loft 
Sight  of  them  ;  but  luckily  recovered  Jt  agair.  next 
Morning  at  Day-Break,  and  might  have  come  up  with 
them  early  that  Day,  if  he  had  not  ordered  his  Vice- 
Admiral  at  nine  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  to  give  over 
Chace. 

*  It  is  true,  Sir,  we  have  had  upon  this  Head,  as  upon 
moft  others,  a  Contrariety  of  Evidence,  which  has 
prevented  our  coming  to  any  abfolute  Determination  5 
but  no  Gentleman  will,  I  believe,  fay,  that  it  was  not 
the  Admiral's  Duty  to  deilroy  the  combined  Squadron, 
and  for  that  Purpofe  to  force  them  to  a  fecond  Engage- 
ment, if  it  was  poffible.  Whether  it  was  poffible  cr 
not,  is  the  Queftion  to  be  determined  by  a  Court-Mar- 
tial, who  may  know  the  Chara61:er  of  the  Witne/Tes, 
and  underftand  their  Teftimony  better  than  we  can.  if 
it  was  poffible,  it  was  a  Breach  of  Duty  in  the  Admi- 
ral not  to  attempt  it ;  and  confequently  is  fuch  a  Piece 
of  Mifcondu6t  as  comes  properly  under  the  Cognizance 
of  a  Court-Martial. 

*  I  know,  Sir,  an  Attempt  has  been  made,  to  turn 
this  Breach  of  Duty  into  an  Error  or  Miftake  of  Tudg- 
ment,  upon  thefe  two  Accounts  :  ¥M,  becau^  the 
Admiral  had  Advices,  that  a  frefh  Squadron  was  failed 
from  Breji^  which  might  by  that  Time  have  been  ar- 
rived in  the  Mediterranean,  and  that  therefore,  if  be 
bad  purfued  too  far,  he  had  Reafon  to  apprehend  being 
caught  in  a  Snare,  by  the  Enemy *s  two  Squadrons 
joining  together,  and  forming  a  Squadron  which  he 
was  no  Ways  able  to  encounter :  And,  fecondly,  be- 
caufe  his  chief  Inftrudion  was,  to  prevent  any  Em- 
barkation of  Troops  from  France  to  Italy -^  there- 
fore, he  could  not  purfue  the  combined  Squadron 
farther,  left  that  Embarkation  (hould  take  an  Oppor* 
tunity  to   fail  to   Italy^   before   he  could    return    ta 

hif 


[  254  ] 
AnnoiS.  his  Station.  But,  Sir,  if  it  were  to  be  laid  down  as  a 
®eo.  II.  1745.  Maxim,  that  no  Man  is  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Martial 
for  an  Error  or  Miftake  of  Judgment,  and  if  at  the 
fame  Time  fuch  Pretences  as  thefe  were  to  be  admitted, 
for  making  a  Negle6l  or  Breach  of  Duty  pafs  for  an 
Error  or  Miftake  of  Judgment,  I  believe,  we  (hould 
have  very  few  Officers  ever  tried  by  a  Court- Martial. 
Therefore,  1  think,  when  there  is  the  leaft  Appearance 
of  any  NeglecSl  or  Breach  of  Duty,  the  beft,  and,  I 
am  fure,  the  moft  ufual  Way  is,  to  have  it  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial,  who  are  the  beft  Judges  what  is  to  be 
called  a  Neglect  or  Breach  of  Duty,  and  what  an  Er- 
ror or  Miftake  of  Judgment.  Such  a  Pretence  as  ei- 
ther of  thefe  now  made  ufe  of  in  Excufe  for  the  Admi- 
ral, is  a  bort  of  Demurrer  to  the  Accufation  ;  and  fure- 
ly  the  Court  where  the  Accufation  ought  to  be  tried, 
is  the  proper  Court  for  determining  whether  or  no  the 
Demurrer  ought  to  be  admitted. 

'I  therefore  think.  Sir,  I  have  no  Occafion  to  exa- 
mine the  Strength  or  the  Weaknefs  of  either  of  the  Ex- 
€ufes  that  have  been  made,  for  the  Admiral's  calling 
back  his  Vice- Admiral  from  the  Purfuit  of  the  Enemy, 
upon  the  fecond  Day  after  the  Battle;  becaufe,  let 
them  be  as  valid  as  his  Friends  can  wifti,  they  no  Way 
prevent  its  being  proper  for  us  to  addrefs  for  his  Con- 
dufl's  being  inquired  into  by  a  Court-Martial,  where 
alone  this  Validity  can  properly  be  determined.  How- 
ever, I  cannot  help  observing,  that  the  Advices,  upqn 
which  both  thefe  Excufes  are  founded,  appeared  very 
foon  after  to  be  groundlef^;  for  the  French  were  fo  far 
from  being  ready  to  embark  any  Troops  at  Toulon,  that 
they  never  fo  much  as  attempted  it,  though  our  Fleet 
was  obliged  to  bear  away  to  Port-Mahon  to  refit,  in- 
ilead  of  returning  to  its  Station  in  Hieres  Bay  ;  and  as 
to  the  Breji  Squadron,  it  never  once  attempted  to  en- 
ter the  Mediterranean  ;  therefore,  if  it  fhould  appear 
to  the  Court-Martial,  that  our  Vice-Admiral  was 
gaining  every  Moment  upon  the  combined  Squadron, 
after  he  got  Sight  of  them  at  Break  of  Day,  upon  the 
fecond  Day  aker  the  Engagement,  and  if  it  fhould  ap- 
pear that  it  was  probable  he  would  have  come  up  with 
them  in  a  very  few  Hours,  unlefs  they  had  fled  away, 
and  left  all  their  crippled  Ships  behind  them  :  If  this, 
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I  fay,  (hould  be  fully  proved   to  the  Court-Martlal,  I      Anno  iS. 
am  afraid,  they  will  fcarcely  admit  thefe  to  be  good    Geo.  II.  174*^^ 
Excufes  for  the  Admiral's  calling  his  Vice- Admiral  oft 
the  Chace  fo  early  that  Morning. 

'  But  fuppofe  thefe  Excufes  were  admitted,  Sir,  as 
good  Excufes  for  this  Part  of  the  Admiral's  Conduct, 
what  Excufe  has  been  made,  or  can  be  made,  for  his 
taking  no  Care  to  keep  near  the  Enemy,  either  the  firft 
or  fecond  Night  after  the  Battle,  or  to  fend  out  any 
Cruizers  to  obferve  their  Motions  ?  If  it  was  his  Duty 
to  bring  the  combined  Squadron  to  a  fecond  Engage- 
ment, this  certainly  was  likewife  his  Duty ;  and  it  can- 
not be  faid,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  this  being  his  Duty, 
or  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  perform  it ;  for  he  had 
moft  carefully  and  exactly  performed  this  very  Piece  of 
Duty  the  Night  before  the  Engagement ;  and  by  his 
cxait  Performance  of  this  Piece  of  Duty,  he  brought 
on  the  Engagement  that  next  Dav  enfued  :  Nay,  if  the 
Vice-Admiral  had  not  committed  that  unlucky  Mif- 
take,  which  we  have  heard  fo  much  of  in  this  Debate, 
he  would  have  had  it  in  his  Power  to  have  forced  the 
Enemy  to  a  regular  and  general  Engagement,  which 
would  probably  have  ended  in  their  utter  Deftruction. 
But  this  neceflary  Piece  of  Duty  he  entirely  neglected 
both  the  firft  and  fecond  Night  after  the  Battle :  Nay, 
the  fecond  Night  he  took  the  moft  efFe£tuaI  Method  he 
could  think  of,  for  putting  it  out  of  his  Power  to  fee 
the  Enemy  any  more,  by  bringing  to  fo  early  in  the 
Evening,  and  at  fo  great  a  Diltance  from  the  Enemy. 
•This,  Sir,  was  fomething  more  than  Negle6i: ;  for  this 
I  have  heard  no  Excufe  fo  much  as  attempted,  except 
that  of  his  being  diffident  of  fome  of  the  Officers  under 
his  Command,  which  I  have  already  fhewn  to  be  no 
-Excufe  at  all,  becaufe  of  the  Power  and  the  Opportu- 
nity he  had  to  fufpend  them :  And  for  this,  if  we  had 
no  other  Reafon,  we  ought  to  recommend  him  to  a. 
Court  Martial. 

'  In  (hort,  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  make  all  proper  AIIow^ 
ances  for  human  Weaknefs  :  I  am  ready  to  judge  cha- 
ritably of  every  Man  ;  and  therefore,  I  do  not  believe, 
that  either  the  Admiral  or  Vice- Admiral  committed 
any  wilful  Miftake.  But  both  fell  into  Miftakes  ;  and 
there  is  as  much  Reafon  for  calling  the  Miftakes  which 
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Anno  it.  the  Vice-Admirai  fell  Into,  Miftakes  of  Judgment,  as 
Geo.  n.  1745,  there  is  for  giving  that  Appellation  to  the  Miftakes 
which  the  Admiral  fell  into.  Therefore,  if  wea6l  inni- 
partially,  we  muft  recommend  neither,  or  both,  to 
have  their  Conduct  inquired  into  by  a  Court-Marcial  ; 
and  confequently,  I  ftiall  be  for  inferting  both  their 
Names  in  this  Addrefs,  unlefs  you  agree  to  have  them 
both  left  out.* 

Thomas  CareWy  Efq;  delivered  himfelf  to  the  following 
purport : 


Thomas  Carew,      '  Since  we  ari  to  addrefs  for  Trials  by  a  Court- Mar- 
^^^i  tial,  and  fince  this  is  all  we  feem    inclined   to  do  at 

prefent,  I  can  fee  no  good  Reafon  why  we  (hould 
not  recommend  the  Admiral  as  well  as  the  Vice- Ad- 
miral to  that  Favour ;  for  I  muft  confefs,  that  the  Con- 
dud:  of  both  ftill  feems  to  me  to  be  a  little  fufpicious  : 
I  fhall  not  affert,  but  1  very  much  fufpe£i:,  that  both 
of  them  facrificed,  in  fome  Refpefi:,  the  Honour  and 
Intereft  of  their  Country  to  their  Refentment  againft 
each  other ;  and  as  the  mutual  Animofity  they  bore  to 
each  other  was  well  known  to  our  Minifters,  as  well 
as  many  others,  before  the  Admiral  was  fent  to  com- 
mand our  Squadron  in  the  Miditerraneariy  every  judi- 
cious Man  apprehended  vi'hat  has  fmce  happened,  when 
he  heard  that  thofe  two  Admirals  were  joined  in  the 
iame  Command.  It  was  then  faid,  that  either  the  one 
ought  not  to  have  been  fent  out,  or  the  other  ought  to 
have  been  called  home  ;  becaufe  it  was  publickly  known, 
that  they  bore  no  good  Will  to  one  another.  I  fhall 
grant,  Sir,  that  in  fuch  Cafes  all  perfonal  Animofities 
ought  to  be  fufpended,  and  that  Men  who  are  employ- 
ed together  in  the  Service  of  their  Country,  ought  to 
join  heartily  and  fmcerely  in  every  Thing  that  may 
tend  to  their  mutual  Succefs,  whatever  private  Piques 
they  may  have  againft  one  another;  but  we  are  all 
fenfible  of  the  Prevalence  of  private  Paffions,  and  how 
apt  they  are  to  get  the  better  of  our  publick  AfTeiSlions, 
therefore  every  wife  Man  will  avoid,  if  poffible,  raifmg 
fuch  a  Contention  either  in  bis  own  Breaft,  or  in  that 
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of  any    other    Man,    efpecially   in   a   Cafe  where  his      Annoig, 
Country  may  fufFcr  by  the  Iliue  of  the  Combat.  ^=°-  ^^-  ^7+5. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  1  hope,  we  (hall  proceed  a  little 
farther  than  the  Addrefs  now  propofed  :  I  hope,  that, 
as  foon  as  this  Addrefs  is  agreed  to,  fo.me  Gentleman  > 
will  rife  up,  and  move  for  an  humble  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefly,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  inform 
the  Houfe,  who  it  was  that  advifed  him  to  join  thcfe 
two  Gentlemen  m  the  Command  of  our  Squadron  in 
the  Mediierrantan,  Without  any  Dero;2;ation  to  the 
Capacity  of  the  Admiral,  I  may  fay,  that  his  Majefty 
had  feveral  other  Admirals  equally  capable  of  command- 
ing that  Squadron  ;  and  without  deogating  in  the  leaft 
from  the  Chara6cer  of  the  Vice- Admiral,  I  may  fay, 
that  his  Majefty  had  feveral  other  Vice- Admirals  equally 
fit  to  be  employed  as  Vice- Admiral  of  that  Squadron; 
therefore,  our  Minifters  ihould  have  advifed  his  Ma- 
jefty to  give  the  Command  to  fuch  Admirals  as  had  al- 
ways lived  in  Friendii:iip  together,  and  ccnfequently 
fuch  as  might  put  a  Confidence  in  one  another's  Con- 
du6t  and  Advice  :  At  leaft  they  fhould  have  advifed 
him  not  to  join  in  fuch  an  important  Command,  two 
Gentlemen,  who  were  known  to  be  in  no  Degree  of 
Friendftiip  ;  and  this  they  fhould  have  been  the  more 
careful  ot  doing,  becaufe  their  Country  has  often  fuf- 
fered  by  the  Jealoufies  and  Animofities  of  its  chief 
Commanders. 

'  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  queftion  the  Condu^l:  or  Cou- 
rage of  either  of  thefe  Gentlemen :  I  am  perfuaded, 
they  would  both  have  done  Honour  to  their  Country, 
had  they  been  employed  in  fcparate  Commands ;  but. 
Sir,  confidering  human  Weaknefs,  it  was  not  to  be, 
fuppofedj  that  they  would  act  cordially  together,  and 
therefore  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  toem.ploy  them 
in  the  fame  Command,  were,  in  my  Opinion,  the 
original  Authors  of  the  Difappointment  we  have  met 
with.  Who  thefe  Authors  were,  is  what  we  ought  to. 
inquire  into ;  and  this  Inquiry  is,  I  think,  more  ne-; 
ceifary,  and  more  becoming  the  Dignity  of  this  Houfe, 
than  the  Inquiry  we  have  been  fo  long  employed  about, 
and  are  now  like  to  make  fo  little  of.  When  I  fay  this,  i 
hope,  it  will  not  be  fuppofed,  that  I  think  the  Inquiry  we 
have  made  either  unneceflary,  or  unbecoming  our  Dig- 
'  ,   Vol.  II.  S  nity. 
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Anno  iS.  nity.  It  IS  often  neceffary  to  inquire  into  the  Condu£l 
Geo.  II.  1745.  of  the  Actors,  in  order  to  come  at  the  Advifers;  and 
by  an  Inquiry  into  the  Management  of  thofe  who  con- 
dudled  an  unfuccefsful  Enterprize,  we  may  find  out, 
that  the  Misfortune  proceeded  from  the  Weaknefs,  per- 
haps the  Wickednefs,  of  thofe  who  were  the  Advifers. 
A  previous  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of  the  A(Sors  is 
therefore  often  necefTary ;  but  furely  we  ought  not  to 
flop  there,  when  we  difcover  that  the  ill  Succefs  of  the 
AB.OTS  proceeded  from  fome  Fault  in  thofe  who  were 
the  Advifers.  We  may  fometimes  find  it  necefTary  to 
inquire  into  the  Condu61:,  and  punifh  the  Crimes  of 
thofe  who  are  the  Underlings  in  Power,  efpecially  when 
we  find,  that  a  Stop  has  been,  or  may  probably  be  put 
to  the  common  Channels  of  national  Juflice  ;  but  this^ 
i-;  not  fo  properly  the  Game  at  which  we  are  to  ffy : 
Our  chief  Bufinefs  in  this  Houfe  is  to  keep  a  watchful 
Eye  over  thofe  who,  under  our  Sovereign,  are  the  firfl 
Springs  of  our  Government,  and  to  make  an  Inquiry 
into  their  Condudt,  as  often  as  we  find  the  leafl  Reafon 
to  fufpec^,  that  they  have  been  prompted  by  fome  pri- 
vate View,  to  do  or  advife  any  Thing  that  was  incon- 
fiflent  v/ith,  or  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  pub- 
lic Welfare;  This,  I  fay,  is  our  chief  Bufinefs  :  Thi» 
is  our  Duty  ;  and  this  Duty  we  are  the  more  obliged  to 
perform,  when  it  appears,  that  our  Country  has  fufFer- 
ed,  or  is  like  to  fuffer  feverely  by  the  Mifcondudt  or 
the  bad  Advice  given  by  our  Miniliers. 

*  Who  they  were,  Sir,  that  advifcd  his  Majefly  as  ta 
the  Appointment  of  the  Admirals  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean Squadron,  1  do  not  know  ;  but,  I  think,  it  was 
the  proper  Province  of  the  Admiralty  Board,  or  at 
IfeafI:  of  the  Firfl  Lord  Commiflioner  of  that  Board ; 
and  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  he  advifed  his  Majefly  to 
appoint  an  Admiral  and  a  Vice- Admiral  for  that  Squa- 
dron, who,  he  knew,  were  not  upon  good  Terms  to- 
gether, or  even  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  he  neglected 
to  inform  his  Majcfty  of  the  Animofity  that  fubfifled 
between  them,  and  of  the  bad  Confequences  that  might 
from  thence  enfue,  I  may  fay,  that  in  the  former  Cafe 
it  was  a  Breach,  and  in  the  latter  a  NegleiSI:of  his  Du- 
ty, for  which  be  deferves  at  leafl  the  Cenfure  of  this 
Houfe.  But  if  it  (hoiild  appear,  that  he  faithfully  per- 
formed 
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formed  his  D^ty,  and   that   his  Majefly  was  prevailed      An^io    i?. 
on,  by  the  Advice  of  fome   other  IVlinifler,  either  to  f  ^'^'  ^'*  ^'^^  ' 
fend  out  the  Admiral,  or  not   to  call  horns  the  Vice-   '    ""^'^  " 
Admiral,  that   orher   Minifter,   be    who   he   will,   de- 
ferve?  fomething  more  than  Cenfuie  ;  becaufe,  it  is  im- 
poflible  to  fuppofc,  that  in  giving  fuch  Advice,   he  had 
a  due  Regard  to  the  Service  of  his  Country  :  He  mud 
have  had  a  greater  Regard  to  fome  By-end  of  his  own, 
which  this  Houfe  will,  1  hope,  be  able  to  difcover,  and 
when  that  is  difcovered,   we  may  then  determine  what 
Puniftiment  ought  to  be  inflicted  ;  for  the  Crime  may 
be  aggravated  to  a  very  high  Degree   by  the  Motive 
that  induced  its  being  committed. 

'  This,  Sir,  1  thought  proper  to  mention,  becaufe,  I 
hope,  it  will  put  an  Knd  to  the  prefent  Debate.  The 
trying  of  one  or  of  both  Admirals  by  a  Court-Martial  is 
a  Matter  of  very  great  Indifference  to  me,  and  ought, 
.1  think,  to  be  fo  to  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe. 
They  have  been  both  accufed  of  Mifconduct :  If  both 
be  g'jilty,  they  ought  both  to  be  tried  and  punifhed  j 
and  if  either  be  innocent,  it  will  be  an  Advantage  to 
his  Character  to  have  a  fair  Trial  before  thofe  who  are 
the  moft  competent  Judges  of  his  Conduct.  I  there- 
fore hope.  Gentlemen  will  give  over  contending  about 
who  (hall,  or  fhall  not  be  recommended  to  be  tried^ 
that  the  Queftion  may  be  put  upon  the  Addrefs  as  it 
now  (lands,  and  that  we  may  come  as  foon  as  poffible 
to  the  Queftion  I  have  mentioned.  Whether  it  may  ba 
a  Queftion  proper  to  be  confidered  of  in  this  Com- 
mittee, I  ftiall  not  determine  ;  but,  I  am  fure,  it  is  a 
Queftion  that  deferves  our  Confideration ;  and  if  it  be 
thought  improper  for  us  in  this  Committee,  I  hope, 
fome  Gentleman  more  able  than  I  am  to  enforce  it, 
will  rife  up  and  move  for  fuch  an  Inquiry,  as  foon  as 
our  Refolutions  in  this  Committee  are  reported,  an^ 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.' 

Henry  Peiham,  Efq;  next  fpoke,  as  follows : 
*  Sir, 
.     «  I  (hall  join  in  Opinion  v/ith  the  Hon.  Gentleman  Kenry  Pelham, 
who  fpoke  laft,  that  it  is  of  very  little  Importance  ^-"^ ' 
whether  we  addrefs   for  having  one  or  both  Admirals 
tried  by  a  Court-Martial ;  for  fuppofmg  we  addreiTed 
S  2  -         ~  for 
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Anno  18.      <^or  neither,  his  Majefty  would  certainly  order  both  to 
Geo.  II.  1745.  be  tried,  if  he  thought  their  Conduct  any  Way  fufpi- 
cious.     Therefore,  if  we  had   concluded   this  Inquiry 
without  coming  to  any  Refolution,  I  do  not  think  the 
Public  could  thereby   have  been  any  VVay  a  SufFerer  ; 
but  as  we  have  fpent  To  much  Time  in  an  Inquiry, 
which  from  the  Beginning  I  forefaw  and  foretold  would 
be  fruitlefs  *,  it  feems  neceilary  to  do  fomething,  and 
for  this  Reafon  I  did  not  oppofe  the  Refolutions  you 
have  already  agreed  to,  nor  (liall  I  oppofe  the  Addrefs 
now  moved  for.     This,  however,  I  muft  fay,  that  if 
we  addrefs  for  having  one  Admiral  tried  by  a  Court- 
Martial,  we   ought   in   Juftice   to   addrefs   for  having 
both  tried  ;  becaufe  there  are  as  ilrong  Objedlions  made 
to  the  Conduit  of  the  one  as  the  other.     The  Admiral 
did  fight,  it  is  true,  and  the  Vice-Admirai  did  not ;  but, 
I  think,  it  is  far  from  being  clear,  whether  the  Jatter's 
not  fighting  was  owing  to  an  Error  in  his  own,  or  in 
his  Admiral's  Condud;  and  it  is  plain,  that  the  Vice- 
Admiral  would  have  fought  upon  the  fecond  Day  after 
the  Battle,  and  would  have  brought  the  Enemy  to  a 
fecond  En2;agement,  or  would  have  the  Victory  ob- 
tained in  the  firft  much  more  compleat,  by  obliging 
them  to  defert  all  their  crippled  Ships,  if  he  had  not 
been  prevented  by  the  Admiral's  exprefs  and  repeated 
Orders  for  giving  over  Chace.     For   this  Reafon,.  Sir, 
I  muft  likewife  join  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  in  Opinion,  that  if  we  recommend  one,  wc 
ought  to  recommend  both  to  be  tried  by  a  Court-Mar- 
tial ;  but  I  cannot  join   with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in 
thinking,  that  this  Addrefs  ought  to  be  followed   by 
another,  to  defire,  that  his  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  inform  us,  who  it  was  that  advifed  him  to  fend 
out  the  Admiral,  or  not  to  call  the  Vice- Admiral  home. 
'  Upon    the  leaft    Reflection,    Sir,  I   believe,  every 
Gentleman  muft  be  convinced,  that   fuch   a  Motion 
would   be  very  improper  in   this  Committee;  becaufe 
we  have  hitherto  inquired  into  nothing  but  the  Condud: 
and  Behaviour  of  the  Commanders  and  Officers  of  our 
Squadron    in    the   Mediterranean -.i  confequently,   from 
any  Thing  we  have  yet  heard  or  inquired  into,  there 
can  be  no  Foundation  for  fuch  an  extraordinary  Motion 
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in  this  Committee  ;  and  therefore  I  (hould  not  give  you  Anno  i?. 
the  Trouble  at  prefent  of  hearing  my  Objeclions  againft  ^^°'  ^^'  '745- 
it,  if  it  were  not,  that  the  bare  Mention  of  fuch  a  Mo- 
tion may  have  a  bad  EfFe6l  upon  the  Minds  of  fome 
Gentleman,  which,  as  one  of  his  Majefty's  Servants, 
I  thinjc  myklf  obliged  to  endeavour  to  prevent.  For 
this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  hope,  you  will  give  m,e  Leave  to 
offer  my  Reafons  why  no  Aich  Motion  ought  to  be 
made,  much  lefs  agreed  to,  either  upon  the  Report,  or 
upon  any  other  Occafion. 

'  In  the  firft  PJacCj  Sir,  it  would  be  a  mod  enormous 
Incroachment  upon  one  of  the  chief  and  mod  necefTary 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crov/n,  which  is  the  Power  his 
Majerty  has  to  appoint  fuch  Officers  as  he  thinks  fit,  to 
command  his  Armaments  both  by  Sea  and  Land.  Should 
this  Houfe  once  begin  to  find  Fault  with  any  fuch  Ap- 
pointment, or  to  cenfure  thofe  that  advifed  it,  the  next 
Step  would  in  courfe  be,  our  taking  upon  us  to  recom- 
mend, or,  more  properly,  to  prefcribe,  what  General 
the  King  fhould  appoint  to  command  his  Armies,  and 
what  Admiral  he  fhould  appoint  to  command  his  Squa- 
drons, the  dangerous  Confequence  9f  which  muft  be 
manifeft ;  for  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  a  popular  General  or  Ad- 
miral might  get  himfelf  placed  at  the  Head  of  our  Ar- 
my or  Navy,  whether  the  King  v-^ould  or  no  ;  and 
what  Ufe  fuch  a  General  or  Admiral  might  make  of 
our  Army  or  Navy,  is  certainly  to  be  apprehended, 
though  it  cannot  be  certainly  foretold. 

'  We  (hould,  therefore.  Sir,  be  extremely  cautious  of 
making  a  Precedent  for  this  Houfe  to  incroach  upon 
that  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  by  which  the  King  is 
enabled  to  appoint  what  Generals  or  Admirals  he  thinks 
moft  proper  for  the  Command  of  his  Armies  or  Squa- 
drons; for  a  Precedent  being  once  made,  efpecially  a 
bad  one,  it  is  eafy  to  improve  it.  The  Confequence 
of  the  Precedent  nov;  mentioned,  might  very  probably 
be,  our  taking  upon  us  to  recommend  what  Generals 
or  Admirals  the  King  fhould  employ,  and  to  recom- 
mend them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  that  the  King  muft 
either  appoint  the  General  and  Admiral  fo  recommend- 
ed, or  expe6l  no  Money,  either  to  raife  an  Army  or  to 
fit  out  a  Squadron  ;  and  the  natural  Confequence  of  this 
would  be,  that  inftead  of  a  legal  Goverflmeiit,  and  a 
S  3  rightful 
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Anno  i8.       rightful  King,  the  Nation  v/ould  foon  again  be  faddled, 
?'^!lil«2:'^i'  ^s  it  was  once  already,  wilh   a   milita:y  Government 
and  a  tyrannical  Pr')te6lor. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  Addr^fs  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
has  been  pleafed  to  recommend,  would  be  rwmethif\g 
more  than  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown  :  In  my  Opinion,  it  would  be  a  perfonal 
Affront  to  our  prefent  Sovereign.  As  to  the  inferior 
Oiiicers  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  the  King  may,  withoiit 
any  Afnont,  be  fuppofed  to  follow  the  Advice  of  fome 
of  his  Minifters,  with  refpedl  to  their  Preferment  ;be- 
caufe  he  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  perfonally  acquainte<i 
w?ith  many  of  them,  or  to  know  the  Qualifications  or 
Merit  of  the  refpeciive  Candidates;  but  as  to  the  chief 
Commanders  both  of  our  Army  and  Navy,  the  King 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  know  them  perfectly;  and  there- 
fore it  would  be  an  Affront  to  our  Sovereign  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  with  Refped:  to  the  Appointment  of  apy 
Generals  or  Admirals,  he  blindly  followed  the  Advice 
of  any  Minifter ;  yet  this  is  what  we  muft  fuppafe,  be- 
fore we  can  agree  to  fuch  an  Addrefsas  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  been  pleafed  to  mention  ;  for,  furely,  ng 
Man  would  propofe  to  addrefs  the  King,  to  know  by 
whofe  Advice  any  Thing  had  been  done,  if  he  ruppoft(^ 
it  to  have  been  done  by  him  without  the  Advice  or  Re- 
commendation of  any  Minifter  or  Counfellor  v/hatever. 
Suppofe  then  fuch  Addrefs  agreed  to  and  preferred  to 
his  Majefty,  what  other  Anfwer  could  we  expect,  than 
that  his  Majefly  had,  without  any  Advice,  appointed 
the  Admiral  and  Vice-Admiral  of  this  Squadron,  be- 
caufe  he  knew  both  the  Gentlemen,  and  from  his  own 
Knowledge  was  convinced,  that  both  of  them  were 
properly  qualified  for  the  Commands  he  had  refpe(5i:ively 
intrufted  them  with  ?  This,  I  fay,  is  the  only  Anfwer 
we  could  expect  ;  and  upon  this  Anfwer  Cduld  v/e  pro-* 
ceed  to  cenfure  or  paniOi  any  one  of  our  Minifters  ? 

*  I  muft  therefore  conclude,  Sir,  that  fuch  an  Addrefs 
w'ould  not  only  be  of  dangerous  Confcquence,  but  of 
no  Signification  with  refpe^t  to  the  End  proposed  ;  con- 
kquentl.y,  no  fuch  Addrefs  ought  to  be  agreed  to,  even 
though  we  had  a  folid  Foundation  for  finding  Fault  with 
the  Choice  his  Majelly  made  of  an  Admiral  and  Vice- 
Admiral  to  command   his  Squadron  in   the  Medit^r^ 
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ranean.  But,  Sir,  fo  far  as  I  have  yet  heard,  we  have  Anno  rS. 
not  the  leaft  Reafon  to  find  Fault  with  this  Choice  :  It  Geo.  ii.  1745. 
has  been  of  all  Sides  granted,  that  both  the  Gentlemen 
were  properly  qualified  :  The  only  Reafon  affigned,  is 
a  fuppofed  previous  Animofity  or  Grudge  between  thefe 
two  Gentlemen.  But  have  we  heard  any  Proof  of  this 
in  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  Evidence  ?  I  (hall  grant, 
that  the  Admiral,  from  the  Time  of  his  firft  Arrival  in 
the  Mediterranean^  did  not  treat  his  Vice- Admiral  in 
fo  friendly  a  Manner  as  might  have  been  expeded  ;  but 
it  has  been  proved,  that,  during  the  whole  Time  of 
their  Continuance  together,  the  Vice- Admiral  behaved 
with  the  utmoft  Decency  and  Refpedt  towards  the  Ad- 
miral. Therefore,  if  there  was  any  old  Grudge,  it 
feems  to  have  been  of  one  Side  only  ;  or,  that  other- 
wife,  the  Vice- Admiral  was  willing  to  have  facrificed 
it  to  the  Service  of  his  Country. 

*  But,  Sir,  we  have  had  no  Proof  that  there  was  any 
old  Grudge  of  either  Side ;  and  fuppofe  we  had,  it 
could  be  no  Reafon  for  our  inquiring  into  the  Condudt 
of  our  Minifters,  with  refpeft  to  the  Choice  his  Ma- 
jefty  made  of  thefe  two  Gentlemen  to  command  his 
Squadron,  unlefs  it  had  been  proved,  that,  previous  to 
that  Choice,  our  Minifters  were  informed  of  the  bad 
Terms  on  which  thefe  two  Gentlemen  flood  with  one 
another.  Have  we  had  the  leaft  Proof,  have  we  heard 
the  kaft  Infmuation,  that  our  Minifters  had  any  fuch 
previous  Information  ?  It  has,  indeed,  been  faid,  that 
it  was  publickly  known,  that  the  Admiral  and  Vice- 
Admiral  were  upon  no  good  Terms ;  but  if  this  were 
granted,  it  is  no  Proof  of  its  having  been  known  to  our 
Minifters;  for  a  Faft  may  be  publickly  known  among 
the  inferior  Sort  of  People,  and  yet  may  never  come  to 
the  Knowledge  of  thefe  who  are  in  the  high  Stations  of 
Life.  This,  therefore,  can  be  no  good  Foundation 
for  our  inquiring  into  the  Condu6l  of  our  Minifters, 
nor  can  we  from  thence  fuppofe,  that  any  of  them 
have  been  guilty  either  of  aNegletfl  or  a  Breach  of  Du- 
ty ;  and  there  is  nothing  we  fhould  more  carefully 
avoid  than  that  of  fetting  up  Inquiries  when  no  Crime 
has  been  committed,  or  v^hen  there  is  not  at  leaft  a 
Probability  of  our  being  able  to  make  a  full  and  ample 
Difcovery  ;  for  when  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  is  fet  oh 
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Anno  n.  "Foot,  the  People  without  Doors  fuppofe,  that  feme 
Geo.  II.  1745.  heinous  Crime  has  been  committed,  and  expedl  to  fee 
the  Criminals  GondJgnly  punifhed.  This  they  expert 
ffom  all  Parliamentary  Enquiries:-  This  they  have 
Reafon  to  expe6t ;  and  when  they  find  themfelves  dif- 
appointed,  they  are  apt  to  draw  Conclufions  no  Way 
favourable  to  the  Charader  of  this.AlTembly. 

'  For  the  Sake,  therefore,  of  prefervihg  our  Dignity, 
and  our  Authority  among  the  People  without  Doors, 
we  ihould   take  Care   not  to  raife  the  Expectations  of 
tlie   People,  by   fetting  on  Foot  a   Parliamentary   In- 
quiry, unlcfs  v/e  have  good  Reafon  to  believe,  that  we 
ihall  be  able   to   detect  the  public  Criminals,  and  to 
rbring  them  to  condign  Punifhment  j  and  the  Inquiry 
we  are  now  about  to  conclude,  ought  to  be  a  Warning 
to  us,  not  to  intermeddle  in  an  A^'air  we  cannot  com- 
prehend, or  in  any  one  that,  from  the  Nature  of  Things, 
appears  to  be;  beyond  our  Reach  ;  for  no  Gentleman,  I 
believe,  fuppofes,  that  the  Refolutions  we  have  come 
itOj  or  the  Addrefs  now  propofed,  can  give  Satisfaction 
to  the  People  v/ithout  Doors,  and  yet  every  one  of  us 
■  within   Doors  muft  fee,  that  it  is  impoilible   for  us, 
with   any   Juftice,  to  proceed    farther   than   we   have 
done   in   this  Affair.     The  i£vent  would   be   the  fame, 
Ihould  we  order  another  Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  of 
our  Minifters,  in  relation  to  the  appointing  of  thofe 
two  Gentlemen  to  command  his  Majefty*s  Squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean  j  for  fuppofing  it  fully  proved,  that 
ourMinifters  had  a   previous  Information  of  the  Ani- 
mofity,  Grudgey  or  Pique,  fubfifling  between  them,  I 
do  not  fee  how  we  could  proceed  even  to  cenfure  any 
.^of  our  Minifters,  (hould  his  Majefty  give  us  fuch  an 
« Anfwer  as  I  have  mentioned,  and  fhewri  to  be  the  only 
"^  Anfwer  we  can  expert. 

*  An  Inquiry  into  the  Condu6t  of  Minifters,  efpecially 
when  any  Misfortune  or  Difappointment  has  happened 
to  the  Nation,  is,  I  know.  Sir,  a  favourable  Topick 
both  within  Doors  and  without.  We  are  at  ail  Times 
but  too  apt  to  give  Ear  to  any  Propofition  of  this  Kind  ; 
but  the  Reafons  I  have  given,  will,  I  hope,  put  a  Stop 
to  any  Motion,  either  now  or  hereafter,  for  fuch  an 
Inquiry  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to 
jBiention  y  and  if  any  fuch  Motion  (hould  be  made,  I 
hope  fuch  additional  Reafons  will  then   pe   o.ffered,  as 
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may  prevent  its  meeting  with  any  favourable  Reception     Anno  it. 
from  this  AfTembly.*  Ceo.  11.1744. 

Alderman  Heatbcoie    anTw^ered   Mr.  Pelha  77;,   irhe 
following  Manner  : 
'Sir, 

^  With  regard  to  the  Queftion  now  properly  before  us,  Alderman 
I  fhall  content  myTelf  with  giving  my  Opinion  in  the  Heathcoie. 
moft  common  Way,  by  a  fmgle  Monofy liable  ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  Queftion  which  my  Hon,  Friend  has 
flarted  upon  this  Occafion,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  has,  I  think,  made  it  necelFary  for  me  to. 
give  my  Opinion  in  a  more  extenfive  and  explicit  Man- 
ner. When  I  fay  this,  every  Gentleman  will  fiippofe, 
I  mean  the  Queftion  for  addrefiing  his  Majefty  to  know 
who  it  was  that  advifed  him  to  employ  two  Gentlemen, 
as  Admiral  and  Vice-Admiral  of  h\s  Mediterranean 
Squadron,  who  had  fuch  an  Antipathy  to  one  another, 
that  no  cordial  Union,  even  for  the  public  Service, 
could  well  be  expecicd  between  them.  This,  I  fay, 
•Sir,  w'e  have  a  Right  to  know  :  This  we  ought  to  in- 
fift  on  ;  becaufe  I  am  convinced,  it  was  the  Caufe  of 
the  whole  Mifcondu^i:  both  in  the  Engagement  off  Tou- 
lon^ and  in  what  happened  after  that  Engagement. 
But  fuppofe  no  Misfortune  had  happened  in  Confequence 
of  that  Choice  of  Admirals,  will  any  one  fay  it  was  a 
good  Choice  ?  Could  any  Thing  but  Neceffity  excufe 
fuch  a  Choice  ?  And  can  it  be  faid,  that  his  Majefty 
was  under  any  NeceHity,  when  he  had  fo  many  Ad- 
mirals and  Vice- Admirals  equally  fit  for  the  Command  ? 
Sir,  it  was  a  moft  unneceilary,  and  a  moft  imprudent 
Choice  ;  and  one  of  the  chief  Excellencies  of  our 
Conftitution  is,  that  if  our  Sovereign  does  any  Thing 
amifs,  the  Blame  muft  lie  at  the  Door  of  fome  of  his 
Minifters  or  under  Agents,  who  may  be  called  to  Ac- 
count, and  punilhed  for  it  by  an  Inquiry  or  Profecution 
in  Parliament. 

'  No  Gentleman  v;ho  underftands,  and  properly  con- 
fiders  the  Nature  of  our  happy  Conftitution,  can  pre- 
tend to  fay,  that  hisMiijefty  can  do  anyThiAg,  or  iflue 
any  Orders,  Inftru^tions  or  Commifllon,  without  the 
Concurrence  of  fome  of  his  Minifters.  If  he  fhould, 
thofe  that  obeyed  fuch  Orders  or  Inftrudtions,  of  ac- 
cepted 
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Anno.  18.  ccpt«d  of  fuch  Commiffion,  would  be  anfwerable  to, 
Geo.  IL  1745.  and  might  be  punifhed  by  Parliament  for  what  they 
did.  In  the  prefent  Cafe,  fuppofe  his  Majefty  fhall  re- 
turn fuch  an  Anfwer  to  our  Addrefs,  as  the  Hon  Gen- 
tleman has  faid  to  be  the  only  Anfwer  we  can  expe6l  : 
Suppofe  his  Majefty  in  his  Anfwer  fhouid  fay,  that  he 
had  made  this  Choice  of  an  Admiral  and  Vice- Admiral 
without  the  Advice  of  any  Minifter  ;  could  this  put 
a  Stop  to  our  Inquiry  ?  No,  Sir,  we  know,  that  both 
the  Admiral's  and  the  Vice-Admiral's  Commiffion,  as 
well  as  Inftru(3:ions,  muft  be  made  out  at  the  Admi- 
ralty Board  5  and  if  Commiffions  be  granted  to  impro- 
per Perfons,  the  Commiffioners  of  that  Board  are  an- 
fwerabie  to  this  Houfe,  and  muft  bear  the  Blame,  un- 
lefs  they  can  fix  it  upon  the  Back  of  fome  other  Mini- 
fter or  Minifters.  If  they  did  fo,  it  might  plead  an 
Alleviation  of  their  Puniihment,  but  not  an  abfolute 
Indemnity  5  becaufe  no  Minifter,  nor  all  the  reft  of 
the  Minifters  together,  could  have  compelled  them  to 
.make  our  Commiffions  to  improper  Perfons.  Such  an 
Anfwer  therefore  from  his  Majefty  could  not  put  a  Stop 
to  our  Inquiry.  On  the  contrary,  it  might,  and  in- 
deed ought  to  irritate  our  Proceedings  againft  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  who  by  fuch  an  Anfwer 
would  become  the  proper  and  the  only  Obje6ts  of  our 
Refentment.  But  I  have  Reafon  to  think,  that  no 
Minifter  could  have  Influence  enough  upon  his  Majefty, 
to  prevail  with  him  to  return  fuch  an  Anfwer ;  becaufe, 
I  am  perfuaded,  that  his  Majefty  never  refolves  upon 
any  Thing  of  fuch  Importance,  without  firft  confulting 
with  his  Minifters  ;  and  I  am  very  fure,  that  no  Mi- 
Biifter  ever  did,  nor  ever  can  prevail  upon  him  to  difteov- 
ble,  much  lefs  to  make  fuch  an  Anfwer  as  is  not  ftriiStly 
true. 

*We  may  therefore  expert  from  hisMajeftya  trueln-^ 
formation  ;  and  it  is  far  from  being  an  Affront  to  fup- 
pofe, that  he  appoints  even  a  chief  Commander  by  the 
Advice  of  his  Council,  or  by  the  Advice  of  his  Admi- 
ralty Board.  His  Majefty  may  be  perfonally  acquainted 
with  all  his  fuperior  Officers  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  but 
he  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted  with  all  thofe 
Circumftances  of  their  Life  and  Converfation,  which 
are  ncceftary  for  forming  a  right  Judgment.  For  Ex- 
ample, 
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ample,  may  we  not  fuppofe,  that  his  Majefty  knew  Anno  iS. 
nothing  of  the  Antipathy  that  fubfifted  between  the  ^'^''•^^•JJ4^ 
two  Gentlemen  he  had  made  Choice  of  for  command- 
ing his  Mediterranean  Squadron  ?  Is  not  fuch  a  Suppofi- 
tion  highly  probable  ?  Would  it  not  then  have  been 
riiht  in  his  Majefty  to  have  taken  the  Advice  of  his 
Miniflers,  before  he  proceeded  to  fuch  a  Choice  ?  And 
can  it  be  looked  on  as  an  Affront  to  our  Sovereign,  to 
fuppofe  that  he  did  what  was  right  ?  But  fuppofe  he  had 
proceeded  to  this  Choice,  without  any  Advice,  ami 
without  knowing  any  Thing  of  this  Circurnftance  re- 
lating to  the  two  Gentlemen  he  had  honoured  with  iiis 
Choice,  it  was  the  Duty  of  the  Admiralty  Board  to 
inform  him,  and  it  was  their  Bufmefs  to  know  the  Fa(3:. 

*  If  they  failed  in  their  Duty,or  were  ignorant  of  what 
it  was  their  Bufmefs  to  know,  they  deferved  to  be  cen- 
fured  ;  and  it  is  our  Duty  to  take  Care,  they  may- 
meet  with  what  they  deferve,  that  it  may  be  a  Warn- 
ing to  others,  to  be  more  diligent  in  performing  their 
Puty,  as  well  as  in  qualifying  tbemfelves  properly  for 
the  Performance  of  their  Duty. 

'When  we  come  to  inquire  into  this  Affair,  the  Com- 
mifiioners  of  the  Admiralty  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to 
fhew,  that  they  informed  his  Majefly  of  this  Circum- 
fiance  relating  to  the  two  Gentlemen  he  had  made 
Choice  of,  and  that  they  properly  reprefcnted  the  dan- 
gerous Confequences  of  employing  them  in  the  fame 
Command,  but  that  it  was  carried  againft  their  Advice 
by  the  Weight  of  fome  other  Ad^ifers,  whom  they 
may  be  able  to  point  to  us,  if  it  could  be  fuppofed  that 
his  IVIajefly  fhould  refufe  to  name  them.  This  I  fliall 
grant.  Sir,  would  in  a  great  Meafure  excufe  the  Com- 
miflioners  of  the  Admiralty,  but  it  would  very  much 
aggravate  the  Guilt  of  thofe  who,  nocwithflanding 
fuch  Information,  had  advifed  his  Majefty  to  make  fuch 
a  Choice.  By  an  Inquiry  therefore  into  this  Affair,  we 
can  hardly  mifsof  laying  the  Blame  at  the  right  Door: 
It  mufl  lie  at  the  Doer  of  the  Commiilioners  of 
our  Admiralty,  unlefs  they  can  remove  :t  to  the  Door 
of  fome  other  Advifers ;  and  cor.fioeri  »g  the  fatal  Con- 
fequence  that  has  enfued  from  tliis  irj.prudf  iit  Choice, 
we  are  in  Duty  to  our  Country  oblit,eu  to  fiac^  put  and 
punifb  the  Advifers. 

*  I  am 
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Anno  1?.  '  I  am  not  at  all  furprized,  Sir,  to  hear  the  Prerogatives 
Geo.  II.  1745.  of  the  Crown  trumpt  up  as  a  Bar  to  any  Inquiry  ;  for 
they  have  always  been  fet  up  by  Minifters  againft  every 
Inquiry  or  Profccution  that  was  ever  prop  fed  in  Parlia- 
ment 5  but  this  can  never  be  of  any  Weight  with  thofe 
who  can  properly  diftinguiih  between  the  Prerogatives 
of  the  Crown  and  the  Privileges  of  Parliament.  The 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  Sir,  were  all  eftabliilied  by 
our  Conftitution  for  the  public  Good  ;  and  when  they 
are  properly  made  ufe  of,  the  Parliament  hath  ncithing  to 
do  with' them  ;  but  when  they  are  made  a  wicked  or  an 
imprudent  Ufe  of,  the  Parliament  hath  then. a  Right  to 
interpofe,  and  to  puniih  thofe.  who  advifed  the  King  to 
make  fuch  an  Ufe  of  the  Prerogative.  Thus  the  King 
has  by  his  Prerogative  the  ible  Power  of  appointing  ail 
Commanders  both  by  Sea  and  Land,  and  while  proper 
Perfons  are  employed,  the  Parliament  has  no  Right  to 
intermeddle  ;  iDut  u'hen  improper  Perfons  are  appointed, 
and  the  Public  has  fufFcred,  or  is  like  to  fuffer,  the 
Parliament  has  a  Right  to  interpofe,  and  not  only  to 
remove  the  vvorthlefs  Perfons  fo  appointed,  but  to  pu- 
niih  thofe  who  advifed' the  appointing  of  fuch.  But, 
fays  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  if  we  once  begin  to  inquire 
into,  and  puniih  thofe  who  advifed  the  appointing  of 
any  General  or  Admiral,  we  fhall  of  Courfe  foon  be- 
gin to  aflu  me  to  ourfelves  the  Power  of  appointing  Ge- 
nerals and  Admirals.  I  wifii  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
v/ould  reconfider  this  Argument  :  If  he  does,  he  v/ill 
find  it  to  be,  in  fhort,  thus :  If  we  do  what  we  have 
a  Right  to  do,  we  (liall  of  Courfe  foon  begin  to  do 
what  we  have  no  Right  to  do.  This  may  be  Logick 
among  Minifters  of  State  ;  but,  I  am  fure,  it  would 
not  be  allowed  to  pafs  for  fuch  among  the  under  Gra- 
duates of  any  of  our  Univerfities.  By  this  Method  of 
arguing,  Sir,  we  fliould  put  an  End  to  one  of  the  chief 
Ufes  of  Parliaments,  which  is,  to  take  Care  that  none 
of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  which  were  all  de- 
iigned  for  the  Safety  of  the  People,  fhall  ever  be  turn- 
ed towards  their  De(tru6tion  ;  but  hov^^ever  much  this 
Method  of  arguing  may  prevail  among  Minifters  of 
State,  I  hope,  it  v/ill  never  be  admitted  by  this  Afiem- 
hly.  Here,  1  hope,  the  antient  IVlaxim  of  our  Confti- 
tuuon  will  always  pjevail,   That   the  King  has  many 
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Prerogatives  to  do  Good,  but  not  (o  much  as  one  to  do     Anno  i?. 

Evil.  Geo.  II.  i74^v 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Foundation,  or  the 
Reafons  we  may  have  for  prefenting  fuch  an  Addrefs  as 
my  Hon.  Friend  was  pleafed  to  mention  :  I  (hall  grant, 
we  have  no  dire6t  Proof,  that  there  was  any  Animofity 
or  Antipathy  fubfifting  between  the  two  Gentlemen, 
when  his  Majefty  made  Choice  of  them  to  command 
his  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  -,    but  the  FatSl  was 
at  that  Time  notorioufly  known,    and  publickJy  talked 
ofj    and  if  we  fhould  enter  into  an  Enquiry,    we  may 
very  probably  find  not  only  a  Proof  of  the  Fad:,  but  that 
it  was  known  to  almoft  all  our  Miniflers.     This  bf  its 
having  been  publickly  talked  of  is  a  fufficient  Founda- 
tion  for  an   Enquiry  ;  and  what  was   then   talked  of, 
feems  to  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Behaviour  of  the 
two  Gentlemen  towards  one  another,  as  foon  ^   they 
met,  and  during  the  whole  Time  of  their  Continuance 
together,   in   the  Mediterranean.     The  Vice-Adm.iral, 
by  what  appears,  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  moil 
artful,   becaufe  in  all  Points  of  Ceremony  he  behaved 
with  an  outward  Shew  of  Rerpe£t ;    but  this  Sort  of 
Behaviour  often  ferves  as  a  Cloak  for  a  Heart  full  of 
Malice  and  Revenge  ;   and  if  it  fhould  appear,   that  he 
ought  to  have  clofed  the  Line  before  bringing  to,  the 
Night  before  the  Engagement,  or  that  he  could  have 
come  next  Day  Time  enough  to  have  had  a  Share  in 
the  Engagement,    I  fnall  fuppofe,    that   he  fecreily  re- 
folved   to   endeavour,  as  much   as   he  could   with  any 
Safety  to  himfelf,    to  make  the  Admiral  lofe  either  his 
Chara6ler  or  his  Life.     On  the  other  Hand,  if  it  fhould 
appear  that  our  Squadron  might  have  come  up  with  the 
Enemy,    the  fecond  Day  after  the  Engagement,  I  fhall 
be   very  apt  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Admiral  called  the 
Vice- Admiral  off  the  Chace,    to  prevent  his  gaining 
the  Honour  of   forcing  the  Enemy  to  a  new  Engage- 
ment, or  obliging  them  to  defert  their  crippled  Ships. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Knowledge  our  Miniftets 
might  have  of  the  Terms  on  which  thefe  two  Gentle^ 
men  flood  with  refpeft  to  one  another,  I  {hall  admit, 
that  we  have  no  diretSt  Proof  of  their  Knowledge  ;  but 
as  the  Fadl  was  notorioufly  known,  and  publickly 
talked  of  at  the  Time,  we  have  a  ftrong  Prefumption- 

that 
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Anflo  18.  that  they  were  not  ignorant  of  it ;  zni  a  ftrong  Pre- 
Geo.  II.  1745.  fumption  of  Guilt  has  always  been  held  to  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  Foundation  for  an  Inquiry.  But  with  refpedt  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  oi  the  Admiralty,  we  have 
fbmething  more  :  As  I  have  laid  before,  it  v/as  their 
Bufmefs  to  know  this  Fadt :  The  Duty  of  their  Office 
requires,  that  they  (hould  inform  themfelves  very  itii- 
nutely,  of  every  Thing  that  relates  to  the  Character  or 
Circumffances  of  any  Officer  they  are  to  recommend 
to  a  high  Command  in  the  Navy.  With  regard  to 
them,  therefore,  we  have  not  only  a  Foundation  for  an 
Inquiry,  but  already  alm.oft  a  full  Proof,  that  they  have 
either  failed  in  their  Duty,  or  have  been  ignorant  of 
what  it  was  their  Bufinefs  to  know.  Confequently,  in 
this  Enquiry  we  have  no  Rcafon  to  apprehend  our  not 
being  able  to  anfwer  the  juft  Expectations  of  the  People 
without  Doors  ;  becaufe  the  Blame  muft  fall  upon  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  if  they  cannot  remove  it 
from  themfelves,  by  charging  it  on  fome  of  our  other 
Minifters. 

'  But  the  Truth,  I  believe,  is,  Sir,  and  will  perhaps 
appear  to  be,  that,  as  we  have  at  prefent  two  Sets  of 
■Minifters,  very  diflin6l  from  one  another,  and  often 
contending  which  fhall  appear  to  have  the  greateft  In- 
fluence in  the  Cabinet,  the  Admiral  was  recommended 
by  one  Set  j  and  the  other  Set,  in  order  to  preferve 
their  Credit  with  their  Party,  infifted  upon  their  Friend 
the  Vice- Admiral's  being  continued  in  Command,  tho* 
they  could  not  but  fee,  if  they  ever  fee  any  Thing,  that 
the  public  Service  might  fiiffer  by  fuch  an  ill-judged  and 
unnatural  Conjunction.  If  this  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
Gafe,  the  By-end  of  thofe  who  advifed  the  Continu- 
ance of  the  Vice-Admiral  in  that  Command  will  be 
manifeft.  Without  any  further  Proof  we  muft  con- 
clude, that  they  facrificed  the  public  Service  to  the  Pre- 
lervation  of  their  Credit  with  their  Party,  and  that  for 
this  Purpofe  they  went  out  of  their  proper  Province, 
which  is  an  Aggravation  of  their  Crime  ;  for  it  is  the 
proper  Province  of  the  Admiralty  Board  to  advife  his 
Majefty,  with  regard  to  the  placing,  difplacing,  or  fta- 
tioning  all  the  Admirals  and  Officers  of  the  Navy.  If 
any  bad  Choice  be  madcj  they  are  anfwerable  for  it  ; 
and  if  if  fitould  appear,  that  they  advifed  againft  the 
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Choice  that  was  made,  and  duly  reprefented  the  dan-    Anno  ig. 
gerous  Confequences  of  making  fuch  a  Choice,   it  will  Gea,  ii.  n^<;. 
be  a  farther  Addition  to  the  Guilt  of  thofe,  who  for 
their  own  By-ends  advifed  it. 

*  From  hence.  Sir,  we  muft  fee  the  Neceflity  of  our 
making  fuch  ariEnquiry  as  my  Hon.  Friend*has mention- 
ed, if  we  are  refolved  to  perform  the  Duty  wc  owe 
both  to  our  King  and  Country  ;  and  that  Inquiry  muft 
be  begun  by  a  Motion  for  fuch  an  Addrefs  as  he  has 
propofed.  Whether  it  be  proper  in  this  Committee  to 
rcfolve  upon  the  making  of  fuch  a  Motion,  is  another 
Queftion  i  but  it  is  a  Queftion  that,  in  my  Opinion, 
can  admit  of  no  Difpute.  What  was  this  Committee 
appointed  for  ?  Look  on  the  Order  for  this  Purpofe  : 
Is  it  not  in  thefe  Words,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, to  inquire  into  the  Caufe  of  the  Mifcarriage  of 
hisMajefty's  Fleet  in  the  Adion,  laft  Year,  near  Tou- 
lon, in  the  Mediterranean,  againft  the  combined  Fleets 
of  France  and  Spain  *  ?  If  any  one  thinks  I  have 
not  repeated  the  Words  faithfully,  Ifhall  defire  the  Or- 
der to  be  read  at  your  Table. — As  thefe  are  admitted  to 
be  the  Words  of  the  Order,  is  it  not  plain,  that  if  we 
think,  the  Caufe  of  this  Mifcarriage  was  ultimately 
owing  to  his  Majefty's  making  Choice  of  two  Admirals 
for  the  Command  of  that  Squadron,  who  had  a  Con- 
tempt and  an  Averfion  for  one  another  :  I  fay,  if  this 
be  our  Opinion,  is  it  not  plain,  that  in  this  Committee 
we  have  not  only  a  Power,  but  we  ought  to  refolve, 
that  this  Choice  was  the  ultimate  Caufe  of  the  Mifcar- 
riage ?  And  confequently  we  have  a  Power,  and  ought 
to  direcSt  our  Chairmen  to  move  the  Houfe  for  fuch  an 
Addrefs  as  my  Hon.  Friend  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe. 

*I  therefore  hope,  Sir,  that  nothing  that  has  been  faid 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  will  prejudice 
any  Member  of  this  Houfe  againft  fuch  a  Motion,  or 
make  any  one  think,  that  it  is  improper  for  this  Com- 
mittee to  direct;  our  Chairmen  to  make  fuch  a  Motion. 
1  think,  indeed,  we  fhould  firft  refolve,  that  his  Ma* 
jefty's  making  Choice  of  two  fuch  A.dmirals  was  the 
ultimate  Caufe,  or  one  of  the  chief  Caufes,  of  the 
Mifcarriage  of  his  Fleet  in  that  A6i.on.  To  fuch  a 
Refolution  I  fhall  moft  heartily  give  my  AiTent,   be* 

*  See  Page  173. 

I  caufe 
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.  •  caufel  amfully  convinced,  that  if'  there  had  been  any 
'^5»  Sort  of  Harmony  between  our  Adiin  ral  and  Vice- Ad- 
miral, we  ihould  that  Day  have  obtain' d  a  moft  com- 
pleat  Vidiory  :  Nay,  lam  peifuadcd,  we  fliouM  have 
almoft  totally  deftro3'cd  both  the  French  and  Spanijh 
Squadrons ;  for  as  the  Wind  then  flood,  they  had  no^ 
Port  of  Safety  to  retreat  to,  within  lefs  than  two  Days 
Sail.  Our  coming  to  fuch  a  Refolution  can  be  no  Ex- 
cufe  for  either  of  the  Admirals,  if  it  fhould  appear, 
that  either  of  them  was  guilty  of  any  Breach  or  Neg- 
lect of  Duty ;  becaufe  whatever  Terms  they  ftood  on, 
with  refpe6l  to  one  another,  they  (hould  have  joined 
cordially  and  fmcerely  together  in  fighting  and  deilroy- 
ing  the  Enemies  of  their  Country  :  If  they  had  done 
fo,  it  might  have  been  a  Cover  for  thofe  who  had  ad- 
vifed  employing  them  in  the  fame  Command,  but  it 
could  never  have  juftified  the  Choice ;  and  now  that 
Choice  has  produced  fuch  fatal  Effects,  we  are  bound 
to  inquire  into  the  Advifers  \  I  hope,  we  (hall  be  able 
to  bring  them  to  condign  Punifliment,  whatever  Me- 
thods they  may  take  to  flielter  themfelves  behind  the 
Throne/  ». 


Speech  of  Mr. 
Fonnereaa   on 
th;    Church- 
war.iers  Bil'. 


A  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put, 
that  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
Choice  of  Churchw^ardens  and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  5 
and  to  amend  fome  Defeats  in  an  A61  pafied  in  43 
Eliz,  intituled,  An  ASt  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  it 
was  refolved  in  the  Affirmative,  by  a  Majority  of  26 

to  16. ^Ordered,    That   Mr.   Fonnereau^    Mr.  Tho, 

Gore,  and  Mr.  Sydenham^  do  prepare  and   bring  in  the 
faid  Bill. 

April  17,  Mr.  Former eau  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ac- 
cording to  Order,  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  Choice  of 
Churchwardens,  ^c,  ^c.  Vv/hich  was  read  the  firft 
Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time.  That 
Gentleman  made  the  following  Speech  at  the  Deliveiy 
of  the  faid  Bill. 
«  Sir, 

'I  have  for  fome  Time  had  Thoughts  of  moving  you 
for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  which,  in  my  Apprehen- 
lion,  would  elicdually  put  a  Stop  to  many  enormous 
and  clandeftine  Pra£lices,    that  affe6l  the  Properties  of 

a  con- 
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?»  confiderable  Part  of  this  Nation.  Pra£^ices,  not  Only    An^.mS. 
detrimental  to  the  Properties  of  majiy,    but  doubly  in-  Geo.  ik  174^, 
jurious  by  the  Manner  in  which  they  are  exercifed. 

'  1  have  deferred  making  the  Motion  until  this  TimCj 
as  I  am  not  defirous  to  have  fuch  a  Bill  pafs  this  SeC- 
fion  ;  but  only  to  have  it  brought  in,  and  committed, 
in  order  to  have  the  Blanks  filled  up,  and  to  move  you 
afterv^ards  for  its  being  printed  ;  that  Gentlemen  may 
have  Time  to  confider  it  at  their  Leifure  in  the  Coun- 
try, and  that^  if  they  approve  it,  it  may  be  moved 
for  early  the  next  Seffion. 

'  It  is  the  univerfai  Complaint,  that  v/e  are  burdened 
with  Taxes  ;  but  of  none  is  the  Burden  fo  heavy,  as 
of  thofe  which  are  raifed  under  the  Pretence  of  their 
being  for  the  Church  and  the  Poor.  Thefe  Taxes  might 
be  moderate  enough,  were  they  raifed  only  for  the 
Purpofes  pretended  ;  but  they  are  often  raifed  to  fup- 
port  a  Set  of  low  Oppreflbrs,  and  to  maintain  a  Num- 
ber of  People  in  Idlenefs  and  Debauchery. 

'  Who  fo  deftitute  of  Humanity  as  not  to  be  willing 
to  contribute  to  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  the  Impotent 
and  Indigent  !  But  fhall  we  be  taxed  at  the  arbitrary 
Will  of  paltry  Parifh- Officers,  the  Tools  of  Juftices  ? 
Juftices,  who  are  in  many  Places  the  loweft  and  meanefl 
of  Mankind  ;  who,  without  the  leaft  Share  of  Ho- 
nefty  or  Property,  difhoneftly^  tho'  legally,  difpofe  of 
the  Properties  of  others.  But  this  Houfe  has  lately 
Ihewn  its  Diflike  to  fuch  Sort  of  Creatures,  for  Coun- 
ties  at  large,  and  has  made  it  an  elTential  Point,  that 
Juftices  fhall  prove  themfelvcs  pofTell'ed  at  leaft  of  a  po^ 
cuniary  Qjialification. 

'  But  ftiall  Eftates  in  large  Parifbes,  or  becaufe  it  is 
apprehended  they  lie  within  the  Jurifdiftion  of  Corpo- 
rations, be  loaded  with  a  Tax  of  ten  Shillings  in  the 
Pound,  when  two  will  prove  more  than  fufHcient  ? 
Muft  the  Induftrious  be  always  at  Work  for  the  Idle  f 
As  the  Law  now  ftands,  it  is  in  the  Power  of  two  Juf- 
tices, and  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  little  or  no 
Property^  to  load  the  Properties  of  Landlords  and  the 
more  confiderable  Occupiers,  their  Tenants,  with  a 
heavy  Tax,  to  which  they  pay  little  or  nothing  them* 
felves. 

'  Itisfomethingftrange,  tbeLawbas  fo  long  remain^* 
cd  unaltered  in  relation  to  one  Point,   I  mgan^  that  of 

Vol.  XL  T  leaving 
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Amo  iS.       leaving  to  tvvb  Juftlces  the  Power  of  appointing  Over'- 

r.so.  lL'!74r.    fecrs  ;    that  is,    of  chufing   Stewards    for   other  Mens 

v.,  M— ^-.,„^  Eilates.     Nothing  can  account  for  it  to  me,   but  that, 

in  many  Places,  Jufiices  will  yield  to  Reafon ;  they  will 

fuffer  the  largeft  Contributors  to  chufe  for  themfelves, 

the  Perfons  they  think  the  mod  proper  to  be  intruded 

with  their  Money.  The fe  Juilices  accept  fuch  Perfons, 

and  make  the  Choice  of  the  largeft  Contributors   their 

own.      Here  indeed  the  Evil  is  not  felt, 

'  But,  Sir,  in  Corporations  particularly,  I  mufi:  fay  if'y? 
obftinate  and  feU-fu^iCier^t  Juftices,  or  Juftices  who 
iliean  to  make  Advantage  of  the  Power  which  the  Law 
vefts  in  them,  will  not  yield  to  Reafon.  They  will 
appoint  whom  they  pleafe,  how  difagreeable  foever  to" 
thofe  on  whom  the  Money  is  ro  be  raifed,  to  fupporfc 
their  own  Purpofes  and  the  Cheats  of  their  Officers. 

'  No  Man  ihould  be  a  Judge  in  his  own  Cafe  :  But  in 
Corporations,  the  Appointment  of  Officers,  the  Rates, 
the  Accounts,  the  Appeals,  nay,  the  Appeals  from 
their  own  A^ts,  are  abfolutely  in  their  own  Hands  and 
before  themfelves.  And  who  fees  not  the  Abfurdity  of" 
this  ? 

'  Why  fhall  two  Juftices  chufe  Stewards  to  fwallow 
<?ther  Mens  Properties  ?  Can  it  be  fuppofcd,  that  Juf- 
tices of  the  Peace  will  chufe  with  more  Care  and  Pru- 
dence, than  Perfons  on  whom  the  Tax  will  be  levied, 
and  whofe  Intereft  it  is  to  chufe  the propereil  Perfons  to 
keep  the  Tax  low  ? 

'  Two  Juftices  not  only  chufe  and  appoint  Overfeers 
for  one  P^rifti,  but  for  feveral ;  and  may  not  Juftices, 
for  Want  of  duly  knowing  the  Circumftances  of  Pa- 
rifhes,  for  the  Sake  of  Power,  from  Partiality,  Op- 
jpreffion.  Malice,  or  fome  private  End,  appoint  impro- 
per and  difhoneft  Officers  ?  The  Laws  relating  to  the 
Choice  of  Par ifh- Officers,  are,  of  all  Laws,  ths  moft: 
abfurd  and  inconfiftent.  The  People  who  have  a  Right 
to  chufe  Members  of  Parliament,  have  not  a  Right  to 
chufe  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  ;  but  the  meaneft  People, 
who  have  no  Right  to  chufe  Members  of  Parliament, 
chufe  Churchwardens;  and  they  by  43  Eliz.  are 
Overfeers  in  Courfe, 

*As  to  Overfeers,  it  is  right  they  fhould  be  immediately 
under  the  Diredlion  of  Juftices,  who  are  the  propereft 
Perfons  to  Hand  between  them  and  the  Foot,  whom  the 

Juftice? 
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Juftices  ought  to  prote(5l  and   fectire  :   But  furely  the     Anno  ^%. 
Parifhioners,    the   principal  Contributors,    are  the  pro- ^^°- ^^-  '745' 
pereft  Judges  v/hoare  the  fiueil:  to  be  intruded  with  their 
Money,   and  to  be  under  the  Biredion  of  the  Juflices. 

*  Let  an  honeft  and  impartial  Method  be  eitabiifhed, 
that  will  fecure  the  Poor,  the  People,  and  their  Pro- 
perty ;  and  let  impartial  Juflices,  Men  of  Property, 
where  they  are  neutral,  decide^  where  Right  concern- 
ing Property  is  in  queftion. 

*  The  Poors-Tax  being  high  does  not  fo  much  depend 
en  the  Number  of  Poor  as  on  the  Management  of 
Parifh-Officers,  and  on  their  Management  depends  the 
increafing  or  lefftning  the  Number  of  the  Poor  5'  and 
the  employing  them  or  letting  them  remain  in  Idlenefs. 
pverfeers  appointed  by  Juflices  to  ferve  private  Ends, 
muft  be  gratified  at  f.mebcdy's  Expence  ;  they  will 
make  a  Profit  cf  rheir  OiBce,  and  their  Worfliips, 
who  put  them  in,  mufi:  indulge  them  :  Not  at  their 
own  Cofl,  but  at  the  Coft  of  thofe,  whofe  Purfes 
they  make  free  with.  Their  keeping  a  great  Number 
of  Poor  in  Idlenefs,  at  the  Expence  of  the  large  Oc- 
cupiers, is  not  the  greateft  Evil.  The  exorbitant  Rates 
and  Accounts  of  Overfeers,  allowed  and  palled  by  the 
Juftices  who  appointed  them,  fall  heavieft  on  thofe  who 
are  chiefiy  burdened  with  moft  other  Taxes.  Now,  if 
io  much  depends  on  the  Honefty  and  good  Conduct  of 
Pa riih- Officers,  hov/  neceflary  is  it  to  fecure  the  Choice 
of  proper  ones  ? 

*  The  Tax  is  not  raifed  by  Way  of  Head-Money,  it 
is  rather  Land-Money.  It  is  not  on  the  Number  of 
Men  that  the  Money  is  raifed,  but  on  the  Value  of  the 
Tenement  wrhich  each  Man  occupies.  If  one  A-lan 
occupies  as  much  as  50  Men,  he  pays  as  much  as 
50  Men.  As  the  Money  is  raifed  on  the  Majority  in 
Value,  the  Majority  in  Value  fhould  have  the  Choice 
of  their  own  Stewards.  .;  , 

'The  Bill  I  propofeto/brihgin,  to  remedy  the  Grie-^ 
yances  which  we  at  prefent  labour  under,  is  formed  021. 
the  Plan  of  the  A6t  relating  to  Bankrupts,  cf  the  5th 
of  his  prefent  Majefty  :  A  Law  that  was  found  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  to  guard  againft  Frauds  and  Lnpofitions, 
to  prevent  Numbers  from  overpowering  Reafon  and.. 
Value,  and  to  prevent  two  Men  from  difpofing  of  the 
Properties  of  many,   by  appointing  Stewards  for  Eflates 
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at  thtir  Will  and  Pleafure  :  A  Law  which  has  fully 
anTwered  what  was  expected  from  it,  and  has  had  the 
moft  falutary  Effects. 

'  The  Defigu  is,  to  take  from  two  petty  Tyrants  of 
Juftices,  and  three  or  four  Parifh-OfHcers,  the  Power 
of  diredling,  av/ing,  and  influencing  a  Number  of  the 
meaner  Occupiers  to  come  and  fupport  them  in  their 
unequal  Rates  and  unjuft  Accounts. 

'  This  Method  noWay  afFcds  Elections  for  Members 
to  ferve  in  Parhamen-t  ;  for  tho'  all  will  not  have  equal 
Votes  for  Parifli-Oilicers,  yet  all  who  are  rated  to  pay, 
will  have  Votes  for  Members  of  Parliament,  as  befote. 
The  Power  and  Liberties  of  the  People  are  in  Reality 
by  this  Method  enlarged,  by  the  giving  them  a  Liberty, 
which  they  have  not  at  prefent  j  that  of  voting  for 
Overfeers  in  Proportion  to  what  they  pay  :  A  Rule  that 
iriull  infallibly  tend  to  the  Good  of  the  Whole,  and 
iccure  the  Properties  of  all. 

*  It  is  to  reform  Abufes,  to  prove  a  Check  on  the 
Conduct  of  Pariih-Officers.  In  fhort,  it  is  to  turn  the 
Interefl  of  every  Parifii  into  its  natural  Channels. 

••  I  therefore  move  you,  Sir,  That  Leave  be  given  to 
bring  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  Choice  of  Churchwardt  ns 
and  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  ;  and  to  amend  fome  De- 
fedls  in  an  A6l  pafTed  in  the  4.id  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
Qj-iecn  Elizabeth^  intituled.  An  A^  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor/ 

Mr.(?^i7r^^Gr^72Z,'///^prerented  to  the  Houfe,  pur/uant 
to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majelty,  Copies  of  all  Letters 
and  Papers  tranfmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
relating  to  the  Court- Martial  held  in  the  Mediterra^ 
man,  to  inquire  into  the  Condudi  of  Capt.  Richard 
Narris^  which  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  for 
the  Perufal  of  the  Members. 

Jprii  i().  Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majeily^s  An- 
swer to  the  Addrefs  of  the  floufe,  relating  to  the  Mif- 
carriage  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet  in  the  MediUrraneariy 
which  was  as  follows: 

*'  Gentlemen, 

*'  I  will  give  proper  Orders  for  the  fpeedy  and  efiec^ 
*'  tual  holding  of  Courts-Martial,  according  to  your 
^'  Defire.  I  am  fenfible  how  much  depends  upon 
"  prefcrving  an  exad:  Difcipline  in  the  Fleet,  and  of 

"  the 
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*«  the  Neceliity  there  is  in  bringing  to  Juftice  fach  as  have      Anno  ig. 
"  failed  in  their  Duty  on  this  important  Occafion.'*        ^^°'  ^i-  >74i"» 

^pril  19^  Mr.  George  GrenDtlle  prefented  to  the  ^*  '-v--'— ^ 
Houfe,  according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  explaining  and 
amendi-ng  an  A(^  of  13  C^r.  II.  intituled,  An  A6t  for 
theeftabli(hing  Articlesand  Orders  for  the  regulating  and 
better  Government  of  his  Maj\-fty's  Navies,  Ships  of 
War,  ^c.  &c.  v/hich  was  read  the  firft  Time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Jpril  20.  The  Bill  to  regulate  the  Choice  of  Church- 
wardens, ^c.  kfc.  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  Bill  for  regulating  and  better  governing  the  Na- 
vy, ^&c,  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  committed. 

Jprii  23.  The  faid  Bill  (with  A.mendments,  made 
by  the  Committee  thereon,  and  ieveral  Amendments 
made  by  the  Houfe)  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed.  On 
the  24th  it  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  feveral  Claufes 
beir^g  added,  by  way  of  Rider,  and  feveral  Amend- 
n^ents  being  made  thereto,  it  was  refolved  that  the  BM  Navy  Bi}ipail«4, 
.do  pafs- 

^ril  25.  The  Bill  to  regulate  the  Choice  of 
Churchwardens,  iffc.  ^c.  (with  Amendments  made  by 
the  Comm.ittee  on  the  faid  Bill}  was  ^ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Jpril  20'    Refolved,   That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Rgfolution, -eia= 
Court-Martial,    afiembled   on  board  his  Majefty's  Ship  t  ve  .0  Noms's 
7orhay^  begun   the  28th  of  y^^zz^ry,    1744,    and  end- ^"^''''^-^^*^* 
ing   the   5th    of  February  following,  purfuant   to  aa 
Order  from  -the  Commillions  for  executing  the  Office 
of  Lard  High  Admiral  of  Great-Britain^  bearing  Date 
the   2§th  ot  November^  -J  744?    to  Vice- Admiral  i^^w^ 
leyy   for  enquiring  into  the  Conduct  and  Behaviour  of 
Capt.  Richard  Norris^   in  the  Engagement  between  the 
Englijh  Fleet,    under  the  Command. of  Admiral  Mat- 
theivs^  and   the   united  Fleets  of  France  and  Spain^  irj 
ihQ  Mediterranean^   on   XMq   iith  of  February ^   1743^ 
were -partial,  arbi^trarya  .and  illegal. 

The  Motion  for  this  Refolution  was  rnade  in  tJbe  Debate  thereoa. 
Committee  by  Felters  Cornwall^  Efq;  who  introduced 
it  nearly  in  the  following  Manner: 
'  Sir, 
*  I  cannot  but  obferve.  Sir,  that  you  youifelf,  an;^  Vdters  Cora.. 
T  3  many^*^^'^'^* 
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Anno  £?.  many  Gentlemen  near  me,  feem  in  a  Manner  to  caU 
Geo;  II.  1745.  jyie  yp^  2Lhcr  what  happened  the  latter  End  of  the  k-ft 
Week  on  this  Occafion,  when  I  offered  you  a  Queftion 
which  1  had  framed  in  the  beft  Manner  I  was  able,  from 
the  Depofitions  and  Minutes  fent  us  out  of  the  Medif 
ierranean^  of  Captain  Norris's  Trial,  which  the  Com- 
niittee  thea  read,  and  of  which  |;he  Houfe  hasappoint- 
ed   this  Day.  to  confider. 

^  And,  indeed,  I  iliould  otherwife  have  thought  it  my 
Duty  to  fay  iomething,  at  prefent,  (his  Majefty  being 
in  Ha:0:e  to  prorogue  us,  and  to  vifit  bis  GerfnanDomi^ 
nions)^  that  T  might  take  a  proper  Leave  of  this  Inqui- 
ry, of  which  I  happened  to  be  one  of  the  firft  Parents ; 
and  tho*  I  well  remember.^  that  on  the  original  Motion 
for  the  Houfe'to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the 
Fight  off"  Toulon^  &c.  fome  Gentlemen  debated  point- 
blank  againft  it  :  others  were  for  a  previous  Queftion; 
and  others  dtriircd  me  to  withdraw  k',  yet  it  worked  its 
own  Way  through  the  Houfe,  after  the  Manner  that 
Fame  is  defcribed  to  do ;  'Motion  made  it  flourifh,  and 
th-e  fartlier  it  went,  the  ftronger  it  grew  ;  for  it  might 
otherwife  have  failed,  from  the  Inability  of  your  Chair- 
man. 

'  '  And  it  being  now,  Sir,  grown  too  big  to  be 
maintained  ofhervt'ife  than  by  the  Roval  Handp  I  hope, 
his  Majcfly  will  take  it  under  hi"s  own  Care,  and  will 
by  this  Means  obtain  the  Popularity  of  reftoring  to  us 
that  Courage  and  Difcipline,  which  have  in  all  Ages, 
but  the  prefent,  made  che  Fleets  of  this  ifland  the  Ter- 
ror of  its  Enemies.  What  muft  foon  be  the  Fate  of 
this  Nation,  v/hen  military  Merit  is  no  longer  the  Way 
to  military  Preferment  ?  Pray,  Sir,  is  not  this  verified 
in  the  Cafe  before  us,  where,  after  the  pufillanimous 
B'ehaviour  of  many  of  our  Commanders  in  that  moll: 
critical  Conjunclure,  a  Court-Martial,  fitting  on  the 
Mock-7>ial  (for  To  I  muH:  call  it)  of  one  of  the 
greateft  Cowards  that  this,  or  any  other  Country  ever 
produced,  combines,  and  confpires  with  the  Criminal 
to  let  him  ilip  thro'  their  Fingers  ;  and  for  no  other 
Reafons  than  this,  that  truly,  they  hear  his  Father  is 
at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty  ? 

'  The  Admiral  who  lately  commanded  there,  and  is 
now  your    Member,    abufes    the    Lieutenants    of  the 
BJex  for  complaining  of  the  Cowardice  of  their  Cap- 
tain 
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tain  In  the  A^jon,   andadvifes  Norns  to, quit ;  he  does    Anno  iS. 

So^    and  enters  himfclf  a  Volunrier :    Then  he  dehres  ^'^^- ^^- ^74' 

Nir.  Rowley  to  hold  a  Court- N4artial  upon  him,  that  he  ^— -v-*^ 

may  clear   himfelf  of  the  Afperfions    that    have   been 

caft  upon  him.     Mr.  i^^w/c-j  fends   home  his  Letter  to 

the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and    doubts  his    Power 

of  trying  one  who  had  given  up  his  Command  ;    they 

order  him  to  be  tried  ;    upon  which  a  Court-Martial 

is  held,  to  which  Mr. Ncr?-is  is  invited,  rather  than  fum- 

rnoned,  and  defired  to  accufe  thcfe  who  have  afperfed 

■him  :  He  appears  there  no  more  like  aPrifoner  than  any 

Member  of  the  Court-Martial,  walks  in  and  out  with 

his  Sword  on,   is  under  no  Arreft,  the  Lieutenants  of 

his   Ship     allowed  only  to  fend  in    Depofitions,    and 

not   admitted    to   appear  at  the   Trial,   which    lafted 

eight  Days  ;    and  the  common  Sailors  kept  drunk,  and 

fuborned  to  fwear  falfly  in  Favour  of  Norris  ;  when  the 

Lieutenants  of  the  y^Q.ox  Marlborough  came  on  board  the 

Ship  where  the  Court-Martial  is  held,    and  defired  by 

Letter  to  be  admitted  to  be  examined,  the  Court  is 

unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  they  (hould  not  be  heard, 

becaufe  theyfeemed  to  have  prejudged  the  Cafe  ;   nor  are 

the  three  Lieutenants  of  the  EJfex  allowed  to  make  good 

their  Charge. 

'I  flioald  obferve  too,  that  Q2i^t.Norrls  does  not  only 
-govern  the  Court  as  he  pleafes,  and  afK  more  than  three 
Fourths  of  the  Quefi ions,  but  brow-beats  every  body 
jhe  diflikes,  and  afks  the  fame  Queilions  of  Recrimina- 
tion over  ten  thoufand  Times,  "y/z.  Was  not  my  Ship  as 
iiear  the  Enemy  as  the  Dcrfstjioire^  and  others  that  ne- 
ver fought  at  all  ?  ^c.  ^c.  Nor  fliould  I  forget  the  great 
sCompIaifance  of  the  fuppofed  Profecutor  on  the  Part  of 
the  Crown,  which,  I  am  told,  was  the  Admiral's  Se- 
cretary, who  always  addreffes  him.felf  to  Capt.  Norrls^ 
to  knov/  what  he  would  be  pleafed  to  have  done,  and 
takes  Care  in  his  Style,  throughout  the  Whole,  to  fay, 
^'  Captain  Norris  and  the  Court  proceeded,  or  did  fo 
'«  and   10:' 

'  And  now.  Sir,  by  Way  of  Farce,  after  this  Tra- 
gi-comedy,  cur  pious  Court- Martial  refumes  the  for- 
mer Doubt,  which  had  been  long  before  fent  home  and 
over-ruled  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  they  all 
fign  an  Opinion,  that  they  cannot  try  (even  after  they 
have  tried  him)  Capt,  Norris,    he  having  no  Pay  from, 
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Anno  iS.  Or  Cammand  under  the  Government :  But  nptwiih- 
Ceo.  II.  174.^.  ftandina:  all  I  have  faid,  I  hope  there  may  be  Gentlemei^ 
W-r?/*~-^  in  the  Houfe  whomay  have  Letters  from  the  Alediterra" 
nean^  that  u^ill  fet  many  of  the  Members  of  this  Court- 
Martlai  m  a  better  Light ;  and  it  has  been  whifp.ered 
Vv^ithout  poors,  that  the  Admiral,  and  three  or  four  of 
the  Court,  differed  with  the  Majority;  and  altho*  I  believe 
it  is  a  Maxim  in  Law,  that  there  can  be  no  Government 
againft  a  Record,  yet^  I  hope,  that  if  any  Gentleman 
can  produce  fuch  a  Letter,  the  Committee  will  give 
bim  Leave  to  read  it  as  a  Part  of  his  Speech,  that  it 
may  avail  fomewhat  towards  the  taking  ofF  fome  of 
the  Odium  from  thofe,  who  thereby  endeavour  to  ex- 
culpate thennfelves  from  the  Parliamentary  Cenfure, 
which  my  general  Queftion  carries  along  with  it. 

^  My  Queflion,  however,  Sir,  is  atprefent  warrant- 
ed by  the  Evidence  on  your  Table,  and  will,  Lani 
fure,  be  fupported  by  much  abler  Arguments  than  any 
I  have  troubled  you  with  ;  fo  that!  proceed  to  move 
you,    That  the  Proceedings^  &c.  &c.' 

Ti3e  Motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  yohn  Hynde  Cotton^ 
who  fpoke  in  Subflance  as  follows :  ' 

«  Sir, 
Rjrjohn  Hynde      '  As  1  had  heard  a  great  many  repeated  Accounts  of 
^otioii*  ^jjg  infamous  Behaviour  of  this  unfortunate  Genflemani 

in  the  Engagement  off  Toulon^  \  was  for  many  Monthsl 
amazed,  that  I  never  heard  9f  his  having  been  tried  by 
a  Court-Martial ;  and,  at  laft,  when  I  heard  he  had  been 
tried,  and,  as  it  was  firft  reported,  acquitted,  I  begari 
to  doubt  the  Veracity  of  the  Accounts  I  had  before 
heard  ;  but  now,  after  having  feen  the  Proceedings  of 
that  Court- Martial,  I  am  more  amazed  than  ever:  I 
am  aftonifhed,  that  Men  who  call  themfelves  Gentle-* 
men,  fhouid,  for  the  Sake  of  gaining  the  Favour  or 
Countenance  of  any  great  Man,  falfify  their  Oaths, 
and  join  in  an  Attempt  to  fcreen  fuch  cowardly  Beha- 
viour from  that  Punifhment  which  is  ufually  and  juftly 
inflided  upon  it  by  our  military  Law.  It  is  a  moft  ter- 
^'jble  Difappointment  and  Difcouragement  to  our  brave 
Seamen,  to  find  themfelves  under  the  Command  of  a 
cowardly  Captain  ;  but  what  Indignation  mufl  they  not 
l)e  filled  with,  what  Defpair  muft  they  not  be  diovt  to*, 

when 
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when  they  fee  that  Captain  protefted  by  their  Admiral,  Anno  i?. 
and  fcreened  by  the  mock  Solemnity  of  a  Court- Mar-  ^'^o- 1^-  »74C' 
tial  r  If  an  immediate  Stop  be  not  put  to  fuch  PracStices, 
we  can  no  longer  expedi  either  Glory  or  Safety  from  our 
Navy  :  No  brave  Man  v/ill  ever  enter  into  the  Service, 
becaufe  he  muft  exped  the  Fate  of  Capt.  Cormuall :  He 
muft  expe6l  to  be  facrificed  by  the  Cowardice  of  his 
Companions.  In  this  Affair  therefore,  I  hope,  all 
Party  Divifions,  all  Minifterial  Evafions,  will  be  en- 
tirely laid  afide.  Our  Lives,  our  Liberties,  and  our 
Properties,  as  well  as  the  Honour  and  Glory  of  our 
Country,  are  at  Stake  ;  and  the  Interpolltion  of  this 
Houfe  is  the  more  neceffary,  becaufe,  during  the  long 
Traft  of  Peace  we  have  lately  had,  feveral  youn^i;  Lords, 
or  Sons  of  great  Families,  have  taken  it  into  their  Head 
to  become  Seamen,  and  rnay  expe£l  the  fame  Partiality 
from  a  Court-Martial,  which  they  fee  this  young 
Captain  has  met  with. 

'  This  Houfe  has,  Sir,  for  many  Years  been  fo  much 
under  the  Guidance  of  Minifters,  that  we  may  in  fome 
Meafure  be  faid  to  have  loft,  by  Difufe,  feveral  of  tho^e 
Powers  which  we  are  inverted  with  by  our  Conftitution. 
Thank  God  !  fince  this  Parliament  began,  we  feem  to 
be  got  a  little  out  of  our  Leading-firings  ;  and  there^ 
•fore,  I  hope,  we  fhall  begin- to  interrupt  that  Prefcrip- 
tion  which  might  othervv^ife,  perhaps,  in  a  fhort  Time, 
be'pleaded  againft  us.  Upon  this  Cccafion  I  muft  re- 
mind Gentlemen,  that  we  have,  among  others,  a 
Power  to  infpedl  the  Proceedings  of  ail  Courts  of  Juf- 
tice,  as  is  evident  from  our  grand  Committees  eftabliihed 
at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seilion,  one  of  which,  in 
liarticular,  is  for  our  Courts  of  Juftice  ;  for  tho'  this 
Committee  has  for  many  Years  never  once  fate  to  do  any 
Bufinefs,  yet  the  annual  Eftablifliment  of  fuch  a  Com- 
mittee is  a  Proof,  that  we  have  a  Right,  and  that  we 
ought  to  infpe<St  the  Proceedings  of  all  Courts  of  Juftice; 
and  the  Proceedings  of  this  Court-Martial  is  a  Proof  of 
its  being  now  become  necefl^iry  for  us  to  exert  that  Right, 
more  punctually  than  we  have  done  for  many  Years  paft. 

'  Sir,  I  belive,  there  was  never  in  this  World  a  Court 
of  Juftice  that  proceeded  in  fuch  an  unjuft  and  partial 
Manner.  From  the  very  Day  of  the  Engagement, 
there  feems  to  have  been  a  Combination  among  the 
Ofticeis  of  ihat  Squadron,   from    the  higheft  to  the 

lowsft. 


AnnoiS.  loweft,  to  fcreen  one  another,  or  at  leafi:  all  but  tlie 
,©eo.  II.  1745.  Vice-Admiral,  from  the  Rerentmen.t  of  their  Country, 
for  their  Cowardice  and  Negle6l  of  Duty.  If  we  con- 
fider  how  little  moil  of  our  Ships  fufFered,  it  is  frorn 
thence  evident,  without  any  Proof,  that  they  did  not 
a;ttack  the  Enemy  with  tliat  Vigour  and  Bravery,  witlji 
which,  as  EngUjhmen^  they  ought  to  have  done.  From 
this  Charge,  indeed,  I  muft  exempt  the  Admiral  and 
his  Second,  the  unfortunate  Captain  of  the  Marlbo- 
rough ;  and  I  am  forry,  I  cannot  exempt  the  Admiral 
from  the  other  Charge,  of  endeavouing  to  fcreen  fome 
of  the  Captains  under  his  Command,  particularly  the 
.Captain  of  the  Ejfex^  whofe  Condu6l  is  now  under  our 
Confideration.  Confidering  the  Station  of  that  Ship  in 
the  Line,  and  the  little  Damage  fhe  fufFered,  it  was 
evident,  without  any  Proof,  that  the  Captain  had  avoi- 
ded coming  to  a  clofe  Engagement  with  anyone  of  the 
Enemy.  This  was  confirmed  by  the  general  Voice  of 
almoft  all  the  Ships  in  the  Squadron  ;  2nd  yet  the  Ad- 
miral never  thought  of  dx^ing  Juftice  to  his  Country,  by 
bringing  this  Captain  to  a  Trial.  At  laft  a  direct  Charge 
was  laid  againft  him  by  his  fecond  Lieutenant  ;  but  this 
too  was  overlooked  by  the  Admiral,  tho'  it  had,  it  feem.s, 
fuch  an  Effe£t  upon  the  Captain  as  to  make  him  refign 
tiie  Command  of  his  Ship  ;  and  this,  it  feems,  was 
thought  a  fufficient  Atonement  for  betraying  his  Coun- 
try by  his  Cowardice  in  the  Time  of  Adion  ;  for  no 
Thoughts  were  ever  afterv^^ards  had  of  brino;ino[  him  to 
a  Trial,  till  the  Captain  was  advifed  by  his  Friends, 
and  encouraged,  I  fuppofe,  by  the  Prote6lion  he  met 
with,  to  apply,  in  the  September  following,  for  a 
Trial,  in  order  to  remove  that  Infamy  which. Malice 
and  Falfnood,   as  he  faid,    had  thrown  upon  him. 

'  Th'-  next  fucceeding  Admiral  being  unwilling,  I  fup- 
pofe, Sir,  to  incur  any  private  Odium  by  condemning 
him,  or  the  public  Odium  by  acquitting  him,  made  a 
Doubt  whether  he  could  order  him  to  be  tried,  as  h6 
bad  then  no  Command  in  the  Squadron,  without  an 
Order  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  which  he  at  laft 
received  on  the  5tn  of  January  laft,  direcSting  him  to 
aficmble  a  Court-Martial,  to  inquire  into  that  Cap- 
tain's Condu6t  in  the  Engagement  which  had  happened 
near  a  Twelvemonth  before)  and  in  Furfuance  of  this 
Order  a  Court-Martial  v/as  ailembkd  for  this  Furpofe 

oa 
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on  the  28th  of  the  fame  Month.  Thus  you  fee,  Sir, 
that  the  Captain  obtained,  upon  the  firft  Application, 
a  Favour,  which  neither  the  Complaints  of  our  brave 
Seamen,  nor  the  Service  of  our  Country  could  obtain 
in  many  Months,  nor  could  ever,  I  believe,  have  ob- 
tained, if  the  Captain  had  not  been  encouraged  to  apply 
for  it.  From  a  Gourt-Martial  fo  obtained,  the  Oilicer 
who  had  been  fo  bold  as  to  make  himfelf  the  Accafer, 
could  not,  indeed,  expe6l  much  Juftice,  and  their  very 
firft  Step  convinced  him,  and  every  one  elfe,  that  they 
were  aflem.bled,  not  to  try,  but  to  acquit  the  Captain, 
if  poflible;  for  whatever  may  be  the  Practice  in  our 
Common-Law  Courts,  it  was  right  in  Lieutenant 
yekyll  to  refufe  being  examined  as  a  Witnefs,  after 
having  made  himfelf  the  Accufer,  by  his  Letter  to  the 
Admiral,  complaining  of  his  Capt.iin's  cowardly  Be- 
haviour. He  V7as  certainly,  in  common  Reafon,  to 
fupport  his  Accufation  by  the  Teftimony  of  other  Wit- 
nefTes,  and  not  by  his  own  Teftimony  on  Oath  or 
otherwife  :  By  his  Letter  to  the  Admiral  he  had  made 
himfelf  a  Party,  confequently  it  was  a  proper  Point  of 
Honour  in  him  to  refufe  being  examined  upon  Oath; 
for  which  Reafon  the  Court  Ibould  have  admitted  him 
as  the  Accufer,  and  fnould  have  furnished  him  with 
the  proper  Powers  to  bring  ail  fuch  WitnefTes  to  be 
examined,  as  he  thought  neceflary  for  fupporting  his 
Accufation.  But  inftead  of  this,  they  refufed  to  admit 
any  one  as  the  Accufer  or  Profecutor,  but  the  Perfon 
appointed  by  themfelves,  or  at  leaft  by  the  Admiral; 
and  the  Confequence  of  this  was,  that  no  one  Wit- 
nefs was  fummoned  or  examined,  except  fuch  as  volun- 
tarily offered  themfelves,  or  fuch  as  were  fummoned  by 
the  Captain.  Nay,  the  Court  exprefsly  refufed  to  al- 
low the  Gentlemen,  who  had  given  Evidence  againft 
the  Captain,  to  fummon  any  WitneiTes  for  fupporting 
their  Evidence ;  and  what  was  flill  worfe,  they  refufed 
to  examine  the  Officers  of  the  Alarlhorough^  for  no 
other  Reafon  but  becaufe,  in  their  Letter  deilring  to  be 
examined,  they  fhewed,  that  their  Depofitions  would 
not  be  in  Favour  of  the  Captain  of  the  EJfex^  which 
the  Court  were  pleafed  to  call  prejudging  the  Cafe, 

'  From  fuch  a  partial  Manner  of  Proceeding,  Sir,  the 
Gentlemen,  who  had  given  Evidence  againft  their  Cap- 
tain, could  not  but  expedt  to  hear  him  acquitted,   and 

themfelves 
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themfelves  brought  under  the  Scandal  of  havilng  glvetx 
in  a  falfe  and  malicious  Accufation  ;  for  1  am  not  at  all 
•furprized,  that  a  Captain  of  a  Man  of  War,  and  the 
Son  of  a  rich  Admiral,  fhould  find  fome  Perfons  on 
board  his  Ship,  to  contradict  the  Evidence  given  againifc 
him,  efpeciaily  as>the  latter  were  not  impowercd  or  al- 
lowed by  the  Court,  to  compel  any  one  to  be  examin- 
ed in  Supp«5rt  of  the  Evidence  they  had  given  ;  bu| 
luckily  for  the  Accufers,  the  Fa6t  was  fo  generally 
known  in  the  'Fleet,  that  even  this  Court- Martial,  par- 
tial as  they  had  fhewn  themfelves,  would  not  rifk  their 
own  Characters  fo  far  as  to  acquit  him,  therefore  they 
contrived  how  to  avoid  giving  any  Sentence,  either  of 
Condemnation  or  Acquittal,  and  for 'this  End  pretend- 
ed, ihat  as  the  Captain  was  nqt  then  in  his  Majefty's 
Service  or  Pay,  ihey  bad  no  Right,  nor  ought  to  deter- 
mine a  Matter,  which  they  had  been  exprefsly  ordered 
hy  the  Board  of  Admiralty  to  inquire  into. 

'  Sir,  this  is,  in  my  Opinion,  not  only  a  moft  illegal 
Deteririination,  but  it  is  introducing  a  Precedent  that 
may  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  pub- 
lic Service  both  by  Sea  and  Land  j  for  if  it  fhould 
once  be  admitted,  that  a  Man's  being  out  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  -Pay  and  Service  fliould  exempt  him  from  the 
Jurifdididn  of  a  Court-Martial,  for  any  Crime  he  had 
committed  whilft  he  was  in  the  Service,  it^would  be  in 
the  Power  of  every  Criminal,  either  in  the  Sea  or  Land 
Service,  to  evade  being  tried  or  punifhed,  if  be  could 
but  obtain  a  Discharge  f^-om  his  commandijig  lOfncers 
or  prevail  with  him  to  accept -his  Refignat.ion.  Nay^ 
if  this  were  admitted,  neither  our  Board  of  Admiralty, 
nor  even  his  Majefly  himfei-f,  by  his  Sovereign  Autho- 
rity, could  order  fuch  a  Criminal  to  be  tiied  by  a 
Court- Martial,  or  take  any  other  Method  to  punifli 
him  for  the  Crime  he  had  committed,  unlefs  it  was 
fuch  a  one  as  fell  under  the  Cognizance  of  the  Com- 
mon Law,  which  in  particular  can  take  no  Notice  of 
Cowardice,  nor  infli(5r  any  Punilhment  upon  the  Cow- 
ard, however  much  his  Country  may  have  fuffered  by 
Kis  Mifbchaviour.  Thus  the  greateft  Coward  might, 
hy  the  Favour  of  his  commanding  Officer,  efcape  all 
^'uniOiment ;  and  of  what  dangerous  Confequence  this 
might  be  to  the  public  Service,  I  fliall  leave  for  Gen- 
-ilefiien  to  con  fid  ex. 

'  For 
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'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  no  Partiality  or  Injufllce     Anno  ig. 
had  appeared  in  any  other  Part  of  the  Proceedings  of  ^^°'  *'•  ^f4^' 
this  Court-Martial,  we  ought  to  cenfure  them,  in  order 
to  prevent  this  Opinion  of  theirs  from  ever  taking  Place, 
cr  being  made  Ufe  of  as  a  Precedent  upon  any  future 
Occafion  ;  efpeclally  on  fuch  an  Occafion  as  this,  where 
there  is  great  Reafon  to  fufpedl,  that  the  Refignationf 
was  defigned  on  Purpofe  to  prevent  the  Criminal's  be- 
ing tried  and  punifhed  by  a  Court-Martial.     I  fay,  the 
Criminal,  Sir,    for,  in  my  Opinion,  it  appears,  even 
from  what  is  i'aid  by  his 'own  WitnelTes,  that  he  never 
bore  down  upon  the  Enemy,  or  engaged  any  one  of 
their  Ships  within  what  is  called  Point-Blank  Shot,  and 
confequently  could  not  be  in  a  Line  either  with  th? 
Admiral  or  his  Second  the  Marlborough,  v.'ho  appear 
both  to  have  been  within  Point-Blank  Shot,  from  the 
Damage  they  received,  as  well  as  from  the  Damage 
they  did  the  Enemy.     One  of  his  Witne/Ies  indeed, 
meaning  Gray,  fays,  that  when  the  EJfex  fijfl  began 
to  engage,  fhe  was  within  Point-Blank  Shot  of  the 
Enemy,  but  the  Court  took  Care  not  to  make  him  ex- 
plain himfelf;   and   when  he  was  afterwards  a&ed,  if 
the  Ejpx  was  to  Windward  or  Leeward  of  the  Marl-, 
borough,    he  anfwered.    To   Windward,    to   be   fare, 
"which  could  not  be,  if  fhe  had  been  within  \vhat  ought 
to  be  called  Point-Blank  Shot  of  the  Enemy  ;  and  all 
his  WitnefTes  agree,  that  v/hen  the  Marlborough's  Mafls 
went  by  the  Board,  his  Ship,  the  Ejfex,  was  not  only 
to  Windward,  but  doing  nothing,  io  that  fhe  had  no= 
tiling  to  prevent  her  going  down  to  the  AiTiltance  of 
the  Marlborough,  but  the  Pretence  of  not  breaking  the 
Line,  without  an  exprefs   Order  from  the  Admiral  i 
which  to  me  feems  to  be  nothing  but  a  mere  Pretence, 
becau(e  in  the  Time  of  A(ftion  it  is  impoffible  for  ar^ 
Admiral  to  attend  to  every  Accident  that  may  happen  ; 
and  therefore,  a  Ship  that  has  nothing  to  do,  may  cer- 
tainly leave  her  Station  in  the  Line,  in  order  10  ailift 
any  Ship  {lie  fees  in  Diflrefs ;  for  I  muft  obferve,  that; 
the  chief  Triumph  we  obtained,  v/hich  was  the  taking, 
and  afterwards  deftroying  the  Spanijh  Ship  called   the 
Poder  :  1  fay,  this  chief  Triumph  was  occafioned   by 
one  of  our  Ships  leaving  not  only  her  Station  in  the 
Line,  but  the  Divifion  fhe  belonged  to.     When  I  fay 
this,  ever^r  Gentleman  mufl  fuppafe  I  mean  th^Bermc^'^ 
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.  Annoig'.       one  of  our  Rear-Admirars  Divifion,  the   Captain  of 
^e^.H.  174^    which  bravely  \c[t,   without  any  Order?,  not  only  his 
'  '  Station,  but  his  Divifion,  in  order  to  attack  the  Poder^ 

becaufe  he  faw,  that  our  Ships  a-breaft  of  her  fired  at 
fuch  a  Diilance  as  not  to  be  able  to  do  her  much  Da- 
mage.   . 

'  In  fliort.  Sir,  from  all  the  Circurnftances  of  this 
Day's  Engagement,  and  even  from  the  Evidence 
brought  by  the  Captain,  whofe  Behaviour  is  now  under, 
cur  Confideration,  it  is  manifeft,  that  he  was  too  much 
under  the  influence  of  that  Spirit  which  prevailed  over 
molt  of  the  Captains  in  the  Admiral's  Divifion,  I  mean 
that  of  keeping  as  much  out  of  Harm's  Way  as  pofTi- 
ble  ;  and  if  vi^e  give  Credit  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
appeared  voluntarily  againft  him,,  we  mull  believe  him 
to  be  fuch  an  arrant  Poltroon,  tliat  his  efcaping  un- 
^unifhed  will  be  a  lading  Scandal  to  this  Nation.  I 
ihall  grant,  that  their  Evidence  has  been  exprefsly  con- 
trad  i(5ed,  in  feveral  material  Circumftances,  by  the 
Vv^itnefTes  he  brought  to  fwear  in  his  Favour;  but 
when  v/e  confider  all  Circumftances,  it  is  no  difficult 
Matter  to  determine  v*'hich  Side  deferves  the  moft  Cre- 
dit. When  we  confider  the  high  Station  which  this. 
Captain's  Father  has  been  defervedly  raifed  to  in  our 
Navy,  and  tlie  great  Influence  he  muft,  confequently, 
have  upon  all  our  naval  Preferments,  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  Man,  much  leis  a  Number  of  Men,  could, 
out  of  Refentment,  ccnfpire  to  bring  a  falfe  Accufa- 
tion  againft:  him,  becaufe  they  could  not  but  forefee, 
that  to  purfue  their  Refentment  .in .  fuch  a  Manner, 
would  make  it  rebound  with  infinitely  greater  Force 
againft  themfelves:  By  fuch  a  Method  of  Proceeding, 
they  could  expecl;  nothing  but  Ruin  upon  his  being  ac-" 
quitted  :  Had  they  fuccecded  in  obtaining  a  Sentence 
againd  hiiii'^  they  could  expe6l  no  Reward.  On  the 
other  Hand,  when  we  coniidef  the  Captain's  Circum- 
{lances,  the  Protedion  he  apparently  met  with  from 
the  Admiral,  the  long  Time  he  had  to  pradlife  upon 
ihc  Men  that  hi^id  been  under  his  Command,  and  the 
Rewards  that  might  be  expe6ted  by  thofe  that  cfFered 
or  engaged  to  fwear  in  his  Favour,  we  cannot  wonder, 
that,  in  this  degenerate  Age,  he  found  fome  Men  on 
board  his  Ship,  ready  to  contradidt,  upon  Oath,  any 
Fa6l  that  had  been  fwom  agr.inft  him,  or  any  Thing 
2,  that' 
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that  ha^  beeii  ohje(!led  to  his  ConduCt,     And  when  we     Anno  t?. 
coiifider,  that  there  was,   in  Reahty,  no  Profecutor  al-  Geo.il.  J74V. 
lowed  to  appear  againft  him,  nor  any  one  to  crofs-exa- 
iriine  his  Witneffes,  we  may  wonder,   that  the  Proof 
of  his  Innocence  was  not  more  full,  more  dillindl,  and 
more  confiftent,  than  it  appears  to  be. 

'  Thefe  Things  being  confidered,  it  is  eafy,  I  fay.  Sir, 
to  determine  which  Side  of  the  Evidence  deferves  the 
jnoft  Credit;  but  as  we  are  not  nov/  to  declare,  that 
the  Captain  was  either  innocent  or  guilty  of  what  was 
laid  to  his  Charge,  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
Credibility  of  the  Evidenceof  either  Side  of  the  Quef- 
tion.  All  we  have  at  prefent  to  do,  is  to  confider  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial  that  inquired  into  his 
Condu6l ;  and  thefe  Proceedings  are  fo  extraordinary, 
that  I  fhall  not  fcruple  in  the  leaft  giving  them  all  the 
bad  Names  my  Hon.  Friend  has  been  pleafed  to  men- 
tion. Upon  the  very  Face  of  them  they  appear  to  be 
fuch  as  no  Man,  I  believe,  either  within  Doors  or 
without,  will  pretend  to  jiiftify  ;  and,  I  hope,  the  No- 
tice that  has  been  taken  of  them  in  this  Houfe,  will 
make  all  future  Court-Martials  refolve  to  proceed  v/ith 
more  Candour  towards  the  Accufer,  with  more  Seve- 
rity towards  the  Perfbn  accufed.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  former  Pradice,  I  hope  all  future  Court- 
Martials  will  make  it  a  Rule,  to  allow  any  Perfon  to 
fet  himfelf  up  as  the  Accufer  or  Profecutor,  or  at  leaii 
as  a  joint  Profecutor  with  the  Crown;  and  fo  far  from 
refufmg,  upon  frivolous  Pretences,  any  WitnefTes  that 
(hall  offer  to  appear,  I  hope  they  will  make  it  a  Rule, 
to  furnilh  both  Prifoner  and  Profecutor  with  the  necefiary 
Powers  for  compelling  all  Perfons  to  appear,  who,  they 
think,  can  give  any  Account  of  the  Fa6is  in  QueftiGn. 

'  It  is,  I  know.  Sir,  the  Pradiice  at  Common  Law^ 
to  make  the  Profecutor  or  Accufer  appear  a^a  Witnef?, 
and  give  his  Evidence  upon  Oath  againft  ths  Prifoner, 
but  it  is  the  Neceility  of  a  Thing  alone  that  can  excufe 
the  PracStice;  for  though  the  Law  fuppofes,  that  the 
Profecutor  is  only  an  Evidence  for  the  King,  and  no 
otherwife  concerned  in  the  Trial,  he  is  in  Reality  a 
Party,  and  may  fuffer  by  the  Event,  if  the  Court  fbould 
think  the  Profecution  malicious ;  therefore,  even  at 
Common  Law,  he  fhould  never  be  compelled,  or,  in- 
deed, admitted  to  appear  2^  a  Witnffsj  when  it  is  not 

abfolutelv 
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Anno  18.  abfolutely'  nect ilk ry  i  and  as  Courts-Martiaf  are  nm 
Geo.  ]i  •  j^45-  bound  to  follow  any  of  the  Pr^6i:ices  of  our  Common- 
Law  Courts  farther  than  they  think  them  reafonabie,  I 
muft  look  upon  it  as  a  Piece  of  very  great  Injuftice  in 
this  Court- Martial,  to  infift  upon  the  Accufer  or  Pro- 
fecutor's  being  fworn,  cr  otherwife  to  exclude  him 
from  being  prefent  in  the  Court,  in  order  to  fupport  his' 
Accufatioii ;  for  in  this  they  followed  the  Practice  nei- 
ther of  Law  nor  of  Reafon :  If  they  had  followed  the 
Practice  of  Law,  they  might  have  compelled  him  to  be 
fworn  ;  if  that  of  Reafon,  they  muft  have  admitted  him' 
to  be  prefent  in  Court,  to  fupport  his  Accufation  by 
fuch  Q^iefiions  or  crofs  Queflions,  as  he  thought  ne- 
cefTary  for  makins:  the  WitnefTes'tell  all  the  Truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  Truth, 

'  This  was  therefore  a  manifefl  Piece  of  Lnjuftke  with 
refped  to  the  Profecutor,  and  of  Partiality  with  refped^ 
to  the  Prifoner,  or   who  ought  at  leaft  to  have  been  a 
Prifoner ;   for  during  the  whole  Trial,  he  feems  to  have 
been  treated  rather  as  a,  Member  of  the  Court,  than  as 
a  Prifoner  at  their  Bar.     But  what,  I  think,  was  much 
^more  illegal,  and,  indeed,  a  {hocking  Piece  of  Injuf- 
tice,  was  their  refufmg  to  admit  the  other  Accufers  of 
this  Captain  to  go  into  the  Proof  of  their  own  Depofi- 
tions,  or  to  bring  any   WjtnefTes  for  confirming  the 
Evidence  they  had  given,  or  falfifying  that  which  had 
been  given  in  favour  of  the  Captain.     Surely,  if  the 
Profecutor,  fet  up  by  the  Court,  had  not  been  a  (ham 
iProfecutor,  he  would  have  infifted  upon  it  as  his  Right, 
to  bring   Vvhat  Witnefibs  he  pleafed   to  be  examined^ 
and  would  have  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  thofe  Gen- 
>:lemen,  if  they  could  have  informed  him  of  any  other 
Witnefles,  that  were  material  to  be   examined  ;  for 
•where  there    is  a  Contradr6fion  of  Evidence,  it  is  the 
Bufiiiefs  of  the  Profecutor  to  fupport  his  Evidence,  and 
it  is  the  Duty  of  the  Court  to  examine  every  Man, 
wliofe  Evidence  can  any  Way  contribute  towards  a 
Difcovery  of  the  Truth.     In  this  therefore  the  Court 
adied  illegally,  as  well  as  partially  and  unjullly  ;  and  as 
fuch  Proceedings  in  Courts- Martial  may  be  of  the  moft 
dangerous  Confequence  to  tlie  public  Service,  I  think 
it  abfolutely  necefihry  for  us  to  endeavour,  by  a  public 
Cenfure,  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future :  For  which 
Reafon,    1  fhall   ccnc'ude  with  ffconding  my  Hon« 
IVieiid's  Motion.*  Henry 


Htfiry   Pelham,   Elqj    next  fpoke.    In  Subflance   as     Ann©    i8, 
Allows  :  ^''''  ^^-  ^'^j- 

«  I  do  not  fland  up  to  vindicate  the  Captain  whofe  Henry  Pelhamj 
Condudl  is'  now  under  our  Confideratibn,  nor  do  t  E%3 
Hand  up  to  juftify  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court-  Martial, 
which  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Afperfions  that 
had  been  thrown  on  his  Character,  in  regard  to  his 
Condti6l  and  Behaviour  in  the  late  Engagement  off 
Toulon^  though  both  have  been,  I  think,  in  fome  Mea- 
fure  mifunderftood,  and  confequently  mifreprefented, 
by  the  Hon.  Gentleiilen  who  made  and  ieconded  thq 
Motion  now  before  us.  The  cHiefEnd  of  my  ftanding 
Up,  is  to  jurtify  his  Majefty's  Condu6i  in  this  Afi-'air, 
and  to  prevent  what,  in  rrty  Opinion,  will  be  fuch  an 
Incroachment  upon  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  as 
may  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  pub- 
lic Service.  Tiiis  I  take  to  be  my  Duty  as  one  of  his 
Majefty's  Servants.  This  I  take  to  be  my  Duty  as  a 
Member  of  this  Houfe ;  and  therefore,  I  hope,  you 
will  excufe  the  Trouble  1  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give 
jou  upon  this  Occafion. 

'  1  believe,  Sir,  it  v/ill  not  be  denied,  that  Hi3  Majefty 
has  by  his  Prerogative  the  fole  Power  over  both  our 
Fleets  and  Armies,  and  confequently  his  Majefty,  or 
ilich  as  he  fhall  appoint,  muft  be  the  fole  Judge  of  the 
Conduct  of  every  Officer.  When  any  OfHcer,  either 
bf  the  Navy  or  Army,  is  acciifed  of  Mifconduit,  or 
even  fiifpeiSed  of  any  Mifcoridu^l,  the  Method  hithertci 
has  been,  for  his  Majefty  to  appioint  a  Court-Martial, 
kt  any  Time  he  thinks  fit,  to  inquire  into  fuch  Officer's 
Condu6t  upon  fiich  a  particular  Occafion,  and  wheri 
they  have  made  a  fiill  Inquiry,  they  either  pafs  fuch  a 
Sentence  as  they  think  juft,  or  the)^  report  the  whole 
Matter  to  his  Majefty,  dnd  leave  to  hirh  the.  Determi- 
nation of  what  Punifhment,  he  may  think,  the  Officer 
^eferves.  Even  when  the  Court;Martial  pafTes  Sen- 
tence, that  Sentence  muft  be  confirmed  by  his  Majef- 
ty before  it  can  be  put  in  Execution,  and  he  may  alter 
It,  or  fufpend  the  Execution,  if  he  pleafes,  or  he. may 
order  a  new  Trial,  if  he  fees  any  juft  Caufe.  This, 
Sir,  has  been  hitherto  the  Practice :  By  this  Practice  all 
the  Officers  of  our  Army  and  Navy  have  been  kept  un- 
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Anno.  i8,  der  a  due  Obedience  to  the  Crown  ;  and  as  our  Courts- 
Ceo.  II.  1745.  Martial  are  anfwerable  to  none  but  their  Sovereign  for 
their  Proceedings,  they  have  generally  fulfilled  the 
Truft  repofed  in  them  with  Fidelity  to  the  Crown,  and' 
a  ftridi:  Regard  to  the  public  Service,  being  fenfible, 
that  if  they  (liould  condemn  an  innocent  Man,  the 
Crown  would  prevent  the  Execution  ;  that  if  they 
fhould  acquit  a  guilty  Perfon,  they  could  not  thereby 
free  him  from  Funifhrrtent ;  and  that  in  both  Cafes 
they  would  expofe  themfelves  to  the  Refentment  of 
their  Sovereign. 

'  What  ER'tSt  this  Pra£lice  has  had,  with  regard  to 
the  public  Service,  we  very  v^^ell  know,  and  muft  re- 
|oice  in,  becaufe  it  has  generally  made  us  victorious 
over  our  Enemies  abroad,  and  has    fecirrred  the   public 
Tranquillity  at  home,  by  which  the  Nation   has  been 
raifed  to  that  high  Degree  of  Riches,  Power,  and  in- 
Suence  it  is  now  airived  at  ;  but  if  this  Houfe  Ihouid 
begin  to  interfere  with  the  Crown,  in  the  Exercife  of 
any  Power  over  our  Fleets  and  Armies:  If  we  fhould 
begin  to  inquire  into  the  Condu6i:  of  Officers,  and  to 
eenfure  the  Proceedings  of  Courts-Martial,    no   one 
3cnov/s  what  Effeds  it  might  produce.     One,  1  thinks 
is  certain,  that  it  would  transfer  the  Dependence,  and 
confequently  the  Obedience  of  the  Officers,  both  of 
our  Fleets  and  Armies,  from  the  Crown  to  this  AiTem- 
bly  ;  for  {hould  we  once  begin  to  inquire  and  cenfurc, 
we    would  very  foon  begin  to   punifh ;  and  fhould   we 
once    aliume    a   Power     to    punifh,     we    would    very 
ibon    after    alTume  a   Power    to  reward.      Thus    the 
Power  of  rewarding  and  punifliing  wou^ld  foon  come  to 
be  lodged  wholly  in  this  Aflembly  :  By  this  the  Eyes  of 
every  Officer,  both   in  our  Fleets  and  Armies,  would 
be  fixed  here  alone,  and  then  we  might,  whenever  we 
pleafed,  afTume  the  fole  Power  to  command,  as  well 
as  the  fole  Power  to  reward  and  puniih;   wliich  would 
entirely  alrer  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution  in  EfteCt, 
and  very  probably  fuon  after  in  Form  as  well  as  EfFe^S^r 
for  a  Houfe  of  Commons  that  had  ufurped  the  Power 
over  our  Fleets  and  Armies,  would   fn  all  Probability 
follow  the  Example  of  their  PredecefTors  in   1640,  and 
uboHlh  both  the  other  Branches  of  our  Legislature.   Wc 
ilaould  then  again  have  a  Government  eftabliihed  under 
thQ  Core mon wealth  of  i£»^/««^,  which  I  believe  wp»dtl 

be 
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te  ho  longer-lived  than  that  which  was  eftablifhed  at 
that  extraordinary  Conjundiure  I  have  mentioned. 

*  Notwithftanding  thefe  fatal  Confequences,  which,  I 
think,  we  have  great  Reafcn  to  apprehend,  yet,  Sir, 
if  the  Adminiftration  of  public  Juflice  could  be  better 
iecured,  or  more  firrhly  eftablifhed,  by  the  Frequency 
of  our  Inquiries  or  Cenfures,  I  (liould  not  be  fo  much 
againft  them  ',  but  Experience  may  teach  us,  that  nu- 
merous A  fTembJies  are  not  the  moft  proper  for  a  due 
Adminiilration  of  Juftice.  Party  and  Fadlion  too  oftea 
prevail  over  Jufiiee  in  fuch  AfTemblies  y  and  their  Sen- 
tence is  generally  either  too  mild  or  too  Severe.  If  it 
can  be  fuppofed,  that  in  his  Majefty's  Courts  of  Juftice 
a  guilty  Officer  may  be  fcreened,  by  having  a  near 
Relation  who  has  great  Weight  in  his  Majefty's  Coun- 
tils,  1  am  fare,  it  may  with  more  Reafon  be  fuppofed, 
that  in  any  Sort  of  Profecucion  here,  a  guilty  Officer 
may  be  fcreened,  by  having  a  near  Relation  who  has 
great  Weight  in  this  Aflembly.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir, 
if  it  be  now  become  more  ufual  than  it  was  in  former 
Times,  for  Gentlemen  of  great  Families  to  betake 
themfelves  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  we  {hould  be  more 
Cautious  than  formerly  of  interfering  with  the  Crown 
in  the  Adminiftration  of  Juftice,  or  any  Thing  elfe  re- 
lating to  the  Government  of  our  Army  or  Navy;  for 
if  upon  an  Inquiry  into  an  Officer's  Condudl,  it  fliculd 
be  voted  by  this  Houfe,  that  he  had  ptindually  per- 
formed his  Duty,  I  believe  no  Court-Martial  would 
afterwards  venture  to  condemn  him  ;  and  therefore, 
thofe  Officers  who  had  great  Friends  or  Relations^ 
might  negle6l  their  Duty,  in  Hopes  of  being  fcreened 
by  a  Vote  of  this  AfTembly,  upon  the  IfTue  of  an  In- 
quiry fet  on  Foot  by  their  Friends  for  that  Very  Pur- 
pofe.  On  the  other  hand,  it  might  often  happen^ 
that  a  brave  and  diligent,  but  unfortunate  Officer, 
might  be  prcfecuted  and  condemned  by  a  Parliamentary 
Inquiry,  for  no  other  Reafon  but  becaufe  he  happened 
to  be  of  a  Party  or  Fa6tion  different  from  that  which 
had  the  prevailing  Influence  in  this  AiTembly. 

*  In  my  Opinion,  therefore,  Sir,  nothing  can  contri- 
bute more  to  the  deftroying  of  all  Sort  of  military  Dif- 
cipline  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  than  a  too  frequent  Ufe 
-•f Parliamentary  Inquiries  into  the  Ccndu;^  cf  Officers  5 
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Anno  i8.      and  a  frei^iient  or  unnecefTary  Inquiry  into  the  Fro- 
G«o.  It  1745.    ceedings    of  Courts-Martial    will   certainly   have    the 
fame  EfFed  ;  for  if  their  Proceedings  are  to  be  exa- 
mined into  upon  every  trivial  Occafion  by  this  Afiem- 
bly,  no  Court- Mai  tial  will  ever  pafs  any  Sentence,  at 
leaft,  they  will  take  Care  never  to  condemn  an  Officer 
tvhofe  Friends  are  known  to  have  great  Influence  in 
this  Houfe ;   for  upon  every  fuch  Occafion  they  would 
be  under  the  Dread  of  having  their  Proceedings  inquired 
into  and  cenfured  ;  and  what  might  be  theConfequence 
of  a  Parliamentary  Cenfure,  neither  they  nor  any  one 
elfe  could  pretend  to  foretel,  efpecially,  if  in  Purfuance 
of  their  Sentence  an  Officer  fhould  be  fhot  for  Cowar- 
dice or  Defertion,  and  that  Sentence  fhould  afterwards 
be  voted  partial,  arbitrary,. and  illegal,  by  the  Intereft 
of  his  Friends  and  Relations   in  this  AfTembly.     We 
could  not,  it  is  true,  with  ail  our  Power,  recall  the 
dead  Man  to  Life;  but  we  might,  and  probably  would, 
for  that  very  Reafon,  fall  upon  fome  Method  to  puni(h 
thofe  whofe  Sentence  had  been  the  Caufe  of  his  Death. 
*  This,  Sir, would  necefTarily  beget  a  Difpute  between 
us  and  our  Sovereign ;  for  the  King  would,  and  indeed 
ought  to  think  himfelf  obliged   in  Honour  to  prote6t 
thofe  who  had  a<Sled  by  his  Commiffion  and  with  his 
Approbation,   and   the  Confequence  of  this   Difpute, 
whichever  Side  fhould  prevail,  would  be  fatal  to  our 
Conflitution.     As  this  Houfe  has  the  fole  Power  of 
granting  Money,  without  which  no  Fleet  or  Army 
could  be  fupported  by  any  legal  Means,  the  King  could 
not  prevail  in  fuch  a  Difpute,  unlefs  both  Fleet  and 
Army  fhould  agree  to  enable  him  to  lay   Parliaments 
afide,  and  ef^ablifh  an  arbitrary  Government ;  and  if 
this  Houfe  fhould   prevail,  it  would,  as  I   have  faid, 
transfer  the  Dependence  of  our  Fleets  and  Armies  from 
the  Crown  to  this  AfTembly,  the  Confequence  of  which 
1  have  already  explained  ;  and  this  Confequence  we 
bave  the  more  Reafon  to  apprehend,  becaufe  it  has  once 
already  put  an  End  to  our  Conflitution.     By  extraor- 
dinary, and  I  may  almofl  fay,  a  miraculous  Interven- 
tion of  Providence,  our  Conflitution  was  at  that  time 
ref1:ored  without  any  Blood-fhed ;  but  if  we  fhould 
tread  again  the  fame  Path  to  Deflru6lion,  I  am  fure, 
VfQ  fhould  not  dcferve,  and  I  doubt  much  if  we  fhouM 

meet 
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«neet  Vv'ith  any  Intervention  of  Providence  in  our  Fa-     Anno  i?. 
vour.     Therefore,  we  fhould  be  extremely  cautious  of  Geo.  11.  1745.. 
making  the  leaft  Incroachment  upon  that  Part  of  our  ^         .       J 
Conftitution,  which  has  placed  in  the  Crown  the  fole 
Pov/er  over  our  Fleets  and  Armies. 

'  When  I  fay  this,  Sir,  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  thought^ 
that  I  am  arguing  agiinft  our  ever  making  an  Inquiry 
into  the  Condu(9:  of  any  OiHcer,  or  into  the  Proceed- 
ings of  any  Court- Martial.  My  Meaning  is  only  to 
fliew,  that  no  fuch  Inquiry  ought  ever  to  be  fet  on 
Foot,  except  upon  fome  very  extraordinary  and  im- 
portant Occafion.  When  a  great  Officer,  fuch  as  a 
General  or  an  Admiral,  who  happens  to  be  a  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  defires,  that  his  Conduct  may  be  in- 
quired into,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  Character  from 
the  falfe  and  malicious  Afperfions  that  have  been  thrown 
upon  it,  we  may  comply  with  hisRequeft^  or  when 
there  appears  to  be  a  Failure  or  a  Want  of  Juftice  on 
the  Part  of  the  Crovv^n,  we  may  inquire  into  the  Con- 
duct of  any  Officer,  or  into  the  Proceedings  of  any 
Court  Martial  3  but  in  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  nei- 
ther of  thefe  can  be  pretended.  The  Officer,  whofe 
Condu6t  this  Motion  relates  to,  is  neither  a  Member 
of  this  Houfe,  nor  is  he  in  fuch  an  high  Station  as  to 
deferve  the  Attention  of  this  AfTembly ;  and  as  to  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial  appointed  to  inquire 
into  his  Condu(9:,  fuppofe  they  deferve  all  the  hard 
l^ames  that  are  to  be  given  them  by  this  Motion,  yet 
we  cannot  fay  there  is  as  yet  any  Failure  of  Juftice  on 
the  Part  of  the  Crown.  If  the  Proceedings  of  that 
Court-Martial  were  partial,  arbitrary,  and  illegal,  we 
ought  to  give  the  Crov/n  Time  to  inquire  into  them,  \ 

and  to  get  them  redified,  before  we  think  of  taking  ^ 

the  Cognizance  of  them  to  ourfelves.  Can  it  be  faid, 
that  the  Crown  has  as  yet  had  a  fufficient  Time  for 
this  Purpofe,  when  we  confider  that  the  Court-Martial 
^id  not  end  till  the  5th  of  February  laft,  and  that  it 
was  held  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  that  we  cannot  fuppofe, 
the  Crown  had  any  Account  of  its  Proceedings  before 
the  End  of  laft  Month?   This  Motion  therefore,  \  \ 

think,  we  cannot  at  this  Time,  nor  indeed  in  this  Sef- 
fion,  comply  with:  When  the  Crown  has  negleded 
j^  make  ufe  of  its  Prerogative ;  and  the  Public  is  like  to 

"'  '■  U  3  iUffer  :^; 


Aftno  it.  fufFer  by  that  Negledt ;  or  when  the  Crown  has  made  n 
'*"'  ^^"  '745-  wrong  Ufe  of  its  Prerogative  ;  the  Parhament  has  then^ 
'  I  ihall  grant,  a  Right  to  interpofe  :  Nay,  I  think,  it 
is  our  Duty  to  inierpofe  j  but  till  then,  we  ought  ne- 
ver to  alTume  to  ourfelves  the  Cognifance  of  any  Cafe, 
which  by  our  Conditution  belongs  properly  and  /blely 
to  the  Crown ;  and,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  will 
fay,  that  the  Crown  has  not  by  its  Prerogative  as  much 
^  Right  to  judge  of  and  re6lify  the  Proceedings  of  a 
Court-Martial,  as  it  has  to  appoint  a  Court-Martial, 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  however  partial,  however  ar- 
Litrary  and  illegal  the  Proceedings  of  tbi§  Court-Mar- 
tial may  have  been,  I  hope,  Gentlernen  will  fufpen^ 
their  Refentmept  till  next  SelHon,  when  an  Inquiry 
into  them  may  be  fet  on  Foot  without  doing  any  great 
Violence  to  our  Conftitution,  in  Cafe  the  Crowii 
{hould  not  before  that  Time  have  made  a  proper  Ufe 
pf  its  Prerogative,  by  giving  due  Satisfadion  to  the. 
public  Juftice  pf  the  Nation.  But  now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  Proceedings  themfelves,  though  I  did  not 
rife  up  with  any  Defign  to  vindicate  them,  yet 'I  would, 
not  have  Gentlemen  run  away  with  an  Opinion,  that 
they  are  altogether  inejfcufable;  and  in  order  to  fhew 
triat  they  are  not,  |  mufl:  beg  Leave  to  examine  the 
material  Ohje^iions  that  have  been  made  agaipft  them, 
which,  I  think,  may  be  reduced  to  four :  The  Courtis 
not  confining  the  Captain,  and  bringing  him  before 
them  as  a  Prifoner  :  Their  not  admitting  Lieutenan^ 
ye^yll  as  his  Accufer  or  P^^ofecutor,  unlefs  he  would 
fubmit  to  be  examined  upon  Oath  :  Their  not  admit- 
ting the  Lieutenants  of  the  Marlborough  to  be  exami- 
iied,  or  allowing  thofe  vvho  had  fwornagainll  the  Cap- 
tain to  bring  other  WitnefTes  for  fupporting  the  Evi- 
<3ence  they  had  given  ;  and  their  not  pafTmg  any  Sen- 
tence either  of  Condemnation  or  Acquittal. 

'  Thefe,  I  think.  Sir,  are  all  the  material  Obje£lions 
that  have  been  made  againft  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Court-Martial ;  and  as  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  I  think,  it 
may  be  very  eafily  juftified,  if  we  conuder  how  this 
Court-Martial  came  to  be  appointed,  and  the  ufual 
Cuiiom  in  fuch  Cafes.  When  an  Officer  has  been 
apparently  guilty  of  any  Mifbehavio\ir,  it  has  always 
been  the  Cuflom,  for  the  chief  Commander  to  order 
him  into  Arrcfl:,    or    perhaps   lay  him  in  Irons,    ir^ 

which 
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which  Condition  he  remains  till  he  Is  tried  by  a  Court-     Anno  j?. 
Martial ;  and  in  every  fuch  Cafe,  he  is  brought  before  ^  ^°'  ^^-  '745 
the  Court-Martial    as   a   Prifoner,  and  continued  as  ^ — — v— — ^ 
Aich  during  the  whole  Time  of  his  Trial  ;  but  even  in 
this  Cafe  he  is  allov^ed   to  bring  what  Witnefles  he 
pleafes  for  his  Vindication,  and  to  obje6l  to,  and  crofs 
examine  the  Witnefies  that  are  brought  againft  him. 
This,  Sir,  is  the  Method  of  Proceeding  in  all  Cafes 
where  the  Officer  to  be  tried  has  been  manifeftly  guilty 
of  fome  Mifbehaviour,  and  when  the  I'rial  is  brought 
on  without  any  Thing  of  his  own  feeking;  but  Officers 
^re  often  brought  to  a  Trial  upon  their  own  Applica- 
tion ;  for  when  an  Officer  finds,  that  his  Condudt  upon 
any  Occafion  has  been  mifreprefented,  or  fufpe6i:s,  that 
by  his  unfortunately  failing  in  any  Enterprize  his  Con^ 
duS:  may  be  caufelefsly  blamed,  he  applies  for  a  Trial 
before  a  Court- Martial,  in  order  to  vindicate  his  Cha- 
ra6ler,    and    his  Requeft  is  never  refufed.      In  thefe 
Cafes,  the  Officer  is  never  confined,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary,   is,    during   the   whole   Trial,  treated    by   the 
Court- Martial  with  that   Refpe£i:  that  is  due  to  his 
Character ;  and  even  when  upon  the  Trial  he  is  found 
guilty  of  fome  Mifbehaviour,  he  remains  at  Liberty, 
unlefs  Confinement  or  a  corporal  Punifhment  be  a  Part 
of  his  Sentence. 

'Now,  Sir,  let  us  confider,  that  the  Court- Martial, 
whofe  Proceedings  are  now  under  our  Confideration, 
v»'as  a  Court-Martial  of  the  latter  Sort.  It  was  ap- 
pointed by  an  exprefs  Order  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  that  Order  was  iiTued  upon  the  Appli- 
cation, and  at  the  earneft  Requeft  of  the  Officer  who 
was  to'be  tried.  This  Court- Martial,  therefore,  could 
neither  confine  him,  nor  be  any  Way  wanting  in  that 
Refpe6l  which  was  due  to  his  Station,  without  tranf- 
greffing  thofe  Rules,  which  have  been  eftablifhed  by  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  Cuftom  in  the  Navy  i  and,  con- 
fequently,  upon  this  Head,  no  juft  Objection  can  be 
made  to  any  Part  of  their  Proceedings.  Then  as  tQ 
thefecond  Objediionj  whatever  Incongruity  there  may 
be,  according  to  the  Reafon  of  Things,  in  examining 
an  Accufer  upon  Oath,  or  in  not  admitting  any  one  as 
z  Profecutor  upon  the  Trial,  except  the  Perfon  em- 
ployed by  the  Crown  for  that  Purpofe,  it  is  a  Cuftom 
that  ha§  prevailed  for  Time  immemorial  in  criminal 
'■      '     y  4  Trialfij 
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^Arpp  iS.  Trials,  both  at  Common  Law  and  before  Coarts-* 
^"^  ^^  U^u'  Martial ;  and  cannot,  therefore,  in  my  Opinion,  be 
altered  by  any  Court  whatever,  without  the  Authority 
<DfanA(^  of  Parliament.  If  this  Court- Martial,  therefore, 
refufed  to  admit  th^  Lieuten^int  who  had  accufed  his  Cap- 
tain as  the  Frofecutor,  they  did  no  more  than  what  they 
were  authorized  to  do  by  Cuftpm  :  Nay, if  they  had  done 
ptherwife,  their  Proceedings  would,  in  this  RefpeiSl:,  have 
been  illegal ;  and  if  they  (lid  not  compel  him  to  appear 
as  a  Witnefs,  and  give  bis  Evidence  ppon  Qatb,  whichj 
they  thought,  it  fecms,  they  could  not  do,  it  was  but 
an  Error  in  Point  of  Law,  and  cannot  deferye  any  of 
the  hard  Narries  contained  in  this  Motion  ;  for  had 
they  thought  otherwife,  they  might  have  concluded, 
in  my  Opinion,  vyith  great  Reafon,  that  among  fucb 
a  Number  of  Qllicers  and  private  Men  as  muft  always 
be  on  board  a  large  Man  of  War,  there  could  not  be 
a  Scarcity  of  VVitnefles  for  fetting'  the  Captain's  Beha- 
viour in  i[s  true  Light;  and  that,  therefore,  they  had 
po  Oecafion  to  force  any  particular  A4an  to  appear  as 
a  Witnefs  upon  the  Trial. 

^  T^ius,  Sir,  againft  this  Objedion  likswife,  the  Pro- 
oeedings  of  thi?  Coiirt-Martiaj  mufl  ftand  juftified  ; 
_and  with  refpe<5l  to  the  third  Qbjeilion,  I  mutt  think; 
that  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Marlborough.,  by  their 
jLettef  to  Acjmiral  Rowley^  did  fhew  themlelves  a  little 
too  much  prejudiced  againft  ^he  Captain  of  the  EJfex.y 
to  be  adriiitted  as  unexceptionable  Witneffes;  for  in 
that  very  Letter  they  prefume  to  pafs  Sentence  againft 
the  Captain  of  the  Ejjex,  by  faying,  that  the  juft  and 
honourable  Defigns  of  his  Lieutenants  were  in  Danger 
of  being  ba:gled  ;  and  they  further  declare,  that  they 
thought  themfplves  the  greateO:  Sufferers,  by  his  not 
doing  his  Duty  j  confequently  the  Court  could  not  but 
fuppofe,  that  they  would  be  partial  in  their  Evidence; 
and  therefore  Lmuft  think  it  would  have  been  a  little 
partial  in  the  Court  to  have  admitted  thern  as  Witnef- 
ies.  Tben  asto  the  Demand  rqade  by  the  Lieutenants 
of  the  BJJi^^-)  i^  there  were  any  other  WitnefTes  that 
were  ready  tot'  cofifirm  what  they  ba^  fworn,  they 
Ihould  have  given  in  a  Lift  of  them  to  tlie  Profecuto^ 
for  the  Crown,  who  was  the  only  proper  Perfon  they 
i;ould  apply  to  for  that  Purpofe  ;  therefore,  their  Ap-^ 
bhc^tion  ^co  the  Admiral  was  contrary  to  Forrp,  au4 

I    .  ••-    '■  .  -  .     ,.:     '   ''■  '     "fiy 
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lor    that  Reaibn,    I  fuppofe,    the   Court   thought    it     Anno  it» 
ought  to  be  rejected,  becaufe  they  were  neither  Profe-  Geo.  ii.  1745, 
cutors,   nor  could  be  admitted  as  fuch,    which  would 
have  been  the  Cafe,  if  they  had  been  allowed  to  bring 
whatever  Witneffes  they  pleafed  to  be  examined  upon 
the  Trial. 

'In  both  thefe  Refufals,  Sir,  the  Court  had,  therefore, 
fome  Reafpn  for  what  they  did  5  and  if  that  Reafon  be 
not  thought  fu|ficient,  it  may  be  an  Argument  for  faying 
.they  had  bad  Heads,  but  it  can  be  no  Argument  for  fay- 
ing they  had  bad  Hearts,  and  much  lefs  for  our  declaring, 
that  they  acled  partialy,  arbitrarily,  and  illegally.  And 
now.  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  laft  ObjetSiion  made  to  the 
Proceedings  of  this  Court-Martial,  v^hich  is  that  of 
their  refolving  not  to  come  to  any  Refolution  upon  the 
Subjedi:- Matter  of  their  Inquiry,  but  to  fend  home  theif 
whole  Proceedings  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  this, 
I  am  fure,  can  neither  be  called  partial,  arbitrary,  nor 
illegal ;  for  furely,  no  Man  can  be  faid  to  acl  partially, 
arbitrarily,  or  illegally,  when  he  does  not  aci:  at  all. 
Nay,  it  canr^ot  be  fo  much  as  (aid,  that  in  this  the  Mem- 
])ers  of  the  Court-Martial  were  any  Way  deficient  in 
their  Duty  ;  becaufe  there  is  nothing  more  cuftomary 
than  for  Courts-Martial  not  to  pafs  any  Sentence,  but 
^o  refer  the  Whole  of  their  Proceedings  to  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  efpecially  in  Matters  which  they  find  very 
difficult  to  determine,  or  when  they  think  they  have 
r^ot  fufiicient  Fo\^'er  to  determine,  which  laft  feems  to 
have  been  the  Cafe  with  this  Court-Martial  ;  for  the 
Order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  directs  the  Ad- 
miral to  afFemble  a  Court-Martial  to  inquire  into  the 
Captain's  Condudl  and  Behaviour  in  the  Engagement 
off  Toulon,  but  goes  no  farther  :  It  neither  directs  the 
Court-Martial  nor  the  Admiral  to  pafs  Sentence,  and 
much  \q(s  to  punifh  the  Captain,  in  Cafe  of  his  being 
found  guilty  of  apy  Mifbehaviour  ;  and  therefore,  even 
fuppofing  the  Captain  to  have  been  ftill  in  the  Service 
and  Pay  of  the  Government,  the  Court-Martial  had 
fome  Reafon  to  doubt  of  their  Power  to  pafs  Sentence, 
fither  againft  him  or  in  in  his  Favour. 

'  Thefe,   Sir,  are  fome  of  the  Reafons  that  may  he 

fuggefted  in  Anfwer  to  what  has  been  objecled   againd 

the  Proceedings  of  this  Court-Martial  :   Whether  thefe 

J^yafons  mav  be  thought  fiifficient  for  juftifying  every 

'     '  '        '  Part 
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jf.onai«?i  l^art  of  their  Proceedings,  is  what  I  do  not  know  ;  hut^ 
©eo.  H- m^'^  I  hope,  they  will  be  thought  fuificient  for  fhewing, 
^"^"^  that  we  ought  not  to  be  rafh  or  precipitate  in  palling 
that  fevere  Cenfure  upon  them,  which  is  propofed  by 
this  iVIotion.  If  it  fhould  become  proper  and  necefTar/ 
for  us  to  exaii?ine  the  Proceedings  of  this  Court- Martial, 
I  think,  we  ought  to  take  a  little  iiiore  Time  to  inquire 
into  the  Affair,  and  we  ought  to  give  the  Members  of 
|:hatCourt-Martiai  an  Opportunity  to  be  heard,  before 
we  pafs  a  Cenfure  which  muft  fo  nearly  affed  their 
Characters.  But  I  have  already  ihewn,  that  as  yet  it 
is  neither  proper  nor  necefTary  for  us  to  enter  into  any 
inquiry  relating  to  this  Affair,  becaufe  the  Crown  can- 
not as  yet  be  faid  either  not  to  have  made  the  proper 
or  to  have  made  a  wrong  Ufe  of  that  Prerogative^ 
\vhich  gives  it  the  fole  Power  of  re£l:ifyingthe  Proceed- 
ings of  Courts-Martial.  Therefore,  fuppoilng  I  were 
fully  convinced,  that  the  Proceeding  of  this  Court- 
Martial  deferved  the  Cepfure  now  propofed,  I  fhoulcl 
be  for  poftponing  it  till  next  Seffion  5  for  I  ihali  always 
be  againfl:  our  interfering  with  any  of  the  Prerogative^ 
pf  the  Crown,  till  it  becomes  manifeflly  neceffary  for 
us  to  do  fo.' 

Major  Selvuyn  anfwered  in  Words  to  the  following 

Effba:  '  '  '     ■ 

'  Sir, 
Major  SeKyyn.  *  Tho'  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fet  out  vyith  declaring^ 
that  the  chief  Defign  of  his  riling  up,  was  not  to  vin- 
dicate the  Proceedings  of  the  Court-Martial  nov^  un- 
der our  Confideration,  yet  he  has  been  at -great  Pains 
to  do  fo,  and  has  indeed  faid  as  much  as  I  caPj  I  believe, 
be  fuggefted  by  any  human  Invention  ;  therefore  I  muf| 
begin  with  fhewing,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  that  none  of 
his  laboured  Arguments  are  fufEcient  for  juftifying  thofe 
Proceedings;  for  if  the  Proceedings  of  that  Court- 
Martial  do  not  deferve  the  Cenfure  now  propofed,  v/e 
cannot  agree  to  it;  and  if  for  that  reafon  we  cannot 
agree  to  it,  V7e  can  have  no  Occafion  for  inquiring  whe- 
tiier  or  no  our  agreeing  to  it  would  be  an  IncroacH- 
nient  upon  any  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 

'As  the  Hon. Gentleman  was  pleafed,  Sir,  to  ftate  the 
Objedions  to  the  Proceedings  of  thisCcurt-Maitial  un- 
der 
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der  four  different  Heads,  and  to  make  a  difl:In(S  An-  Anno  if. 
fwer  to  each,  I  fhall  in  my  Reply  follow  the  fame  Me-  Geo.  il  174/. 
thod.  And  with  regard  to  the  firft  Objedion,  which 
was  that  of  the  Court-Martial's  not  confining  the 
Gentleman  they  were  to  try,  but  treating  him  rather 
as  a  Member  of  the  Court,  than  as  a  Prifoner  at  the 
Bar,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  inform  usj 
that  when  a  Court-Martial  is  appointed  upon  the  Appli- 
cation of  the  Officer  who  is  to  be  tried,  he  is  never  con- 
fined, not  even  when  Sentence  paiTes  againft  him,  un- 
lefs  Confinement  or  a  corporal  Punifliment  be  a  Part 
of  the  Sentence.  If  this  be  the  Praciice,  Sir,  in 
Courts-Martial  at  Sea,  I  think  it  is  a  very  flrange  one^ 
and  exprefly  contrary  to  the  ufual  Courfe  of  Trials  at 
Common  Law.  If  I  fhould  kill  a  Man  in  my  own  De- 
fence, and  fhould  defireto  be  tried  for  it,  inordertojuflify 
myfelf  to  the  Wofld,  I  muft  appear  in  Court  as  a 
JPrifoner  at  the  Bar  ;  and  with  great  Reafon,  becaufe, 
till  the  Trial  is  over,  it  cannot  appear  what  Punifhment 
I  may  deferve  ',  and  if  I  ihould  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Trial  find  myfelf  in  Danger  of  a  corporal  Punifhment,  I 
might  take  an  Opportunity  to  make  my  Kfcape.-  But 
fuppofe  the  Cufi:om  of  Courts-Martial  to  be  as  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  reprefented,  there  is  a  very  great  Dif- 
ference between  not  confining  the  Perfon  to  be  tried, 
and  treating  him  as  a  Member  of  the  Court,  nay,  in- 
deed, as  their  Mafter  aad  Director,  which  was  the  Cafe 
with  this  Court-Martial.  At  the  very  firft  Opening, 
Captain  Norris  appears  to  have  been  in  the  Court,  as 
if  he  had  been  one  of  the  Members,  and  the  poor 
Lieutenant,  who  had  the  Aflurance  to  accufe  him,  is 
called  in,  to  do  what  ?  To  anfwer  to  fuch  Queftions  as 
fhould  be  afked  by  Capt.  Norris  and  the  Court.  Upon 
the  Lieutenant's  refufing  to  anfwer,  he  and  the  Com- 
pany are  ordered  to  withdraw,  but  the  Captain  re- 
mains in  Court  ftill,  as  if  he  had  been  one  of  the  Mem- 
bers, or  rather  as  if  he  had  been  their  Mafter  and  Di- 
fecSlor  ;  for  they  then  a(k  him,  whether  he  would  have 
the  Court  proceed  farther  in  the  Enquiry  into  his  Con- 
duct and  Behaviour  ;  and  upon  his  defiring  it,  they  re- 
folve  to  proceed.  I  ihould  be  glad  to  know,  what  this 
humble  Court-Martial  would  have  done,  if  the  Cap- 
tain had  dircdled  them  not  to  proceed.     Would  they 
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Anno.  rS.  in  this  have  followed  hl3  Directions  ?  Iftbey  had,  I 
Gem  II.  1745.  ^"1  (^ret  they  would  have  deferved  Punifhmentas  well 
as  Cenfure ;  and  yet  it  feen^s  probable  to  nae,  that  if 
he  had  defired  it,  they  would  have  put  an  Knd  to  their 
Enquiry  j  for  they  followed  his  Directions  in  another 
Point,  which  I  (hall  prefently  fhew  to  have  been  fully 
as  unreafonable  :  I  mean  that  of  turning  the  Lieute- 
nai!t  who  had  accufed  him  entirely  out  of  Court. 

'  Sir,  this  Method  of  Proceeding,  this  Refpe£l:  that 
was  fhev/n  to  the  Captain,  was  not  only  illegal  and  un- 
^Mccedented,  but  was  certainly  attended  with  a  very 
brtu  Confequence  ,  for  when  People  faw  what  RefpeiSt 
vv^as  ihtvvn  by  the  Court  to  the  Perfon  under  Trial, 
it  terrified  every  one  from  appearing,  or  offering  to  be 
=rjaa?ined  as  a  Witiiefs  againd:  him  ;  and  accordingly 
we  find,  that  no  one  was  examined  againfl  him,  or 
,;.iiiy  one  but  fuch  as  he  fummoned,  except  thofe  who 
h3.d  fv^orn  and  figned  their  I^epofitioris  before  the  Open- 
i;ig  of  the  Court  ;  that  is  to  fay,  before  th-ey  knew 
wli-it  RtTpedi  v/as  to  b,e  (hewn  to  the  Perfon  againft 
whom  tlicy  were  to  give  their  Evidence  ;  for  had  they 
known  it,  1  queflion  much  if  fo  many  of  them  would 
have  appeared  \olantarily  againft  him  ;  and  we  find, 
that  v/hen  ihey  came  to  be  examined  before  the  Court, 
and  faw  with  what  RefpeCt  the  Captain  was  treated, 
they  added  very  little  or  ^nothing  to  what  they  had  be- 
fore fv/orn ;  which  they  might  perhaps  have  done,  hacjl 
they  feen  the  Captain  treated  by  the  Court  as  Perfons 
under  Trial  ufually  arc. 

*  The  next  Obje£lion .which  the  H09. Gentleman  en- 
deavoured to  anfwer,  was  the  Coi^tt's  refufmg  to  admit 
Ivieutenant  Jekyil  as  the  Captain's  Accufer^  or  to  ad- 
mit him  to  be  prefent  in  Court,  unlefs  he  would  exhibit 
his  Charge  upon  Oath.  In  Excufe  fof  this  arbitrary  Pro- 
ceeding, the  Hon.  Gentleman  told  us,  that  the  Crown 
always  appoints  a  Profecutor,  an^  no  othe^  Perfon  can 
be  admitted  by  the  Court  as  a  Profecutor  or  Accufer. 
1  ihall  grant,  Sir,  that  all  criminal  Prcfecutions  arp 
carried  on  in  the  Name  of  the  King,  and  by  fome  Perfoi,i 
appointed  as  Profecutor  for  the  Crown  5  but  in  every 
Cvife  where  a  priv^jte  iVlan  has  any  particular  Concern, 
he  is  admitted  to  be  prefent  in  Court,  and  to  a6l  as  an 
Allifian:  to  the  Profecutor  for  the  Crown.    In  this  Cafe 
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Lieutenanty^i/V/had  fuch  a  particular  Concern,  that  he  Anno  r8. 
was  in  Come  Meafure  to  be  tried  as  well  as  the  Captain.  Geo.  ll.  174 <. 
lie  had,  by  his  Letter  to  Admiral  Alatiheivs^  openly 
and  dire£lly  accufed  rhe  Captain  of  a  cowardly  il».-ha» 
viour  in  the  Engagement  cfF  Toulon  ;  therefore,  by  this 
Court-Martial,  the  Captain  was  to  be  tried  for  Cowar- 
dice, the  Lieutenant  for  Calumny,  The  Acquittal  of 
the  former  would  have  been  of  Courfea  C')ndemnation 
of  the  latter  ;  therefore  it  was  equally  ridiculous  to  put 
the  Lieutenant  to  his  Oath,  as  it  would  have  been  to 
have  put  the  Captain  upon  fwearing,  that  he  was  not 
guilty  of  any  cowardly  Behaviour  3  and  it  was  a  mo(t 
partial  and  arbitrary  Proceeding,  to  turn  the  former  out 
of  Court,  whilft  the  other  was  allowed  to  be  prefent, 
and  to  afk  every  Witnefs  whatever  Q^ieftions  or  Crcifb- 
Queftions  he  pleafed.  But  this  was  not  the  only  arbi- 
trary Proceeding  with  regard  to  the  poor  Lieutenant  : 
As  he  had  fuch  a  Concern  in  the  Event  of  the  Trial, 
he  had  a  Right  to  except,  upon  good  Caufe  fiiewn, 
againft  any  of  the  Members  of  the  Court ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  partial,  arbitrary,  and  illegal,  to  refolve 
that  he  had  no  Right  to  except,  without  fo  much  as 
hearing  his  Reafons.  His  Exceptions  were  for  the 
King  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  therefore,  if  the  Court 
would  not  hear  them  offered  in  his  Name,  they  fhould 
have  ordered  them  to  be  offered  in  the  Name  of  the 
Profecutor  for  the  Crown  ;  becaufe  it  was  the  King*s 
Jntereft  not  to  have  an  Officer  tried  by  exceptionable 
Judges ;  and  perhaps  thofe  very  two,  againft  whom  the 
Lieutenant  intended  to  except,  were  the  two  chief  Au- 
thors of  all  the  unjufl  and  irregular  Proceedings  of  this 
Court-Martial. 

'  The  third  Objed^ion,  as  flated  by  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, was  that  of  the  Court's  refufing  to  examiiie  the 
Lieutenants  of  the  Marlborough,  or  to  admit  thofe 
"who  had  fworn  againft  Captain  Norris^  to  fupporr,  bjr 
other  WitnefTes,  the  Evidence  they  had  given  ;  and  as 
to  the  firft  Part  of  this  Objection,  he  has  anfwered  by- 
declaring  himfelf  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  the 
Court-Martial,  becaufe  thofe  Lieutenants,  by  their 
Letter  to  the  Admiral,  had  Cievv^n,  that  their  Evi- 
dence would  not  be  favourabJe  for  the  Captain  under 
Trial,    This,  I  am  perfuaded,   was  a  Reaf^n  of  great 
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Anno  iS.  Weight  vvith  that  Court-A/Iartlal,  becaufe  they  refoivedl 
it  would  feem,  not  to  examine  any  V/itnefs  againft  the. 
Captain,  if  they  could,  upon  any  Pretence,  avoid  it ; 
but  can  this  be  thought  a  good  Reafon  with  ariyijnpar-' 
tial  Judge.?  Thefe  Lieutenants  certainly  expected  to 
be  fummoned,  as  they  were  in  the  Engagement  fo  near 
xhQ  Ejpx^  and  had  fo  much  Reafon  to  obferve  how  that 
Ship  was  employed  during  the  Engagement;  and  if  the 
Profecutor  for  the  Crown  bad  done  his  Duty  j  if  be 
bad  not  been  a  iliam  Profecutor  fet  up  oh  Puipofe  to 
fmother  the  Evidence  againft  the  Perfon  under  Trial  ; 
he  would  certainly  have  fummoned  thofe  Lietitenants^ 
the  Expe6tation  of  which  made  them  delay  fo  long  to 
otler  tbemfelves  to  the  Court.  Wben  the^  did  offer 
themfelves,  they  exprelled,  it  v^  true,  fome  Refentment 
againft  the  Behaviour  of  the  Captain  tinder  Trial  ;  but 
they  exprefled  no  Refentment  on  any  private  Account : 
Their  Refentment  proceeded  entirely  from  their  Re- 
gard for  the  public  Service  ;  and  this,  furely,  is  not 
a  Refentment  that  can  any  Way  invalidate  a  Man's 
Teftimony,  much  lefs  can  it  be  thought  fuch  an  Ob- 
jection as  ought  to  prevent  his  being  examined. 

'  As  to  the  other  Part  of  this  Objedlion,  the  Hon, 
Gentleman  has  anfwered,  that  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Profecutor  for  the  Crown  to  bring  WitnefTes  to  be  ex- 
amined, and  his  Bufinefs  alone,  fo  much  that  the  Court 
could  not  admit  or  allow .  any  other  Perfon  to  bring 
WitaeiTes  to  be  examined  ;  and  that,  therefore,  if  the 
Witnefles,  who  fwore  againil  the  Perfon  under  Trials 
thought  it  necelfary  to  bring  other  WitnefTes  for  fup- 
porting  the  Evidence  they  had  giveri,  they  ought  to 
have  given  a  Lift  of  them  to  the  Profecutor  for  the 
Crovi^n,  and  applied  to  him  for  getting  them  examined. 
How  apt  are  Gentlemen^  Sir,  to  overlook  what  they 
are  not  willing  to  fee  .''  Upon  the  very  Face  of  their 
Letter  it  appears  evident,  in  my  Opinion,  that  the  Pro- 
fecutor for  the  Crown  had  been  applied  to  :  Their 
Words  arr,  "  We  have  not  the  fame  Advantages  which 
"■^  Capt.  A"(?;77'/s  WitneiTes  have,  his  Accufers  not  be- 
*'  ing  permitted  to  fummons  fuch  other  WitnefTes  as 
*^  would  prove  theTfuth  of  our  Depofitioiis"  Could 
they  fay  ihis;,  if  no  Application  had  been  made  for 
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fummoning  other  WitnelTes  ?  If  then  the  Profecutor  Anno  iS. 
/or  the  Crown  was  the  proper  Perfon  to  apply  to  for  Geo.  ii.  ly^v 
this  Purpofe,  he  certainly  was  applied  to  ;  and  upon 
his  Refufal  thefe  Gentlemen  found  it  neceirnrv  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Court  itfelf,  where  they  met  with  as  unjuft 
and  as  arbitrary  a  Refufal,  But  fuppofe  they  were  irre- 
gular in  their  Application,  was  that  a  Reafon  for  the 
Court  to  refufe  any  Lights,  whatever  Way  offered, 
into  an  Affair  where  there  appeared  fucH  a  Contrariety 
of  Evidence?  When  they  vi'ere  told,  as  they  were  by 
this  Letter,  that  no  one  was  permitted  to  fummons 
WitnelTes  on  the  Part  of  thofe  who  accufed  the  Cap- 
tain, could  they,  without  being  guilty  of  the  mofl 
glaring  Partiality,  avoid  taking  Notice  of  fuch  an  ar- 
bitrary Step  in  the  Profecutor,  or  fuch  other  OiEcer  as 
they  had  appointed  to  deliver  out  fuch  Summons  as 
Should  be  required  by  any  Perfon  concerned  in  the 
Trial  ?  This  alone,  Sir,  ought  to  have  given  the  Court 
a  Sufpicion,  that  the  Profecutor  was  conniving  with  the 
Perfon  under  Trial,  in  order  to  let  him  efcape,  by  ftifling 
the  Evidence  againft  him  ;  and  when  a  Court  has  any 
Ground  for  fuch  a  Sufpicion,  can  any  Thing  prevent 
their  inquiring  ftrictly  into  it,  and  providing  a  Remedy  f- 
I  fay,  can  any  Thing  prevent  this,  but  their  being  them- 
felves  Parties  in  the  Connivance  ?  Surely,  it  will  not 
be  faid,  that  the  Court  had  it  not  in  their  Power  to  pro- 
vide a  Remedy  ?  They  mfght,  and  upon  fuch  a  Com- 
plaint they  ought  to  have  appointed  another  Pro- 
fecutor for  the  Crown  ;  butinftead  of  this,  contrary  t© 
theTruH:  repofed  in  them,  they  join  with  the  Profe- 
cutor in  ftifling  the  Evidence  for  the  King. 

'  I  come  now,  Sir,  to  the  Anfwer  that  has  been  made 
to  the  fourth  Objection  ;  and  here  I  fhall  join  with  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  in  faying,  that  the  Court's  declining 
to  pafs  any  Sentence  was  neither  arbitrary  nor  illegal  ;• 
bat  notwithftanding  all  the  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
fay  upon  this  Head,  I  muft  think,  it  v;as  partial,  and, 
what  is  ftill  worfe,  I  think  it  was  a  Breach  of  their 
Duty  to  their  Sovereign.  It  is  very  plain  from  the  Rea- 
fon they  give  for  not  paffing  Sentence,  that  they  thought 
the  Captain  in  fome  Meafurc  guilty  ;  for  if  they  thought 
him  entirely  innocent,  furely,  his  not  being  in  his  Ma~ 
j'^ftv's  Service  or  Pay  was  no  Reafoa  for  their  not  ac- 
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Anno  iS^  Quitting  hirri.  If  then  they  thought  him  guilty,  k 
G€o.ji.j7^45,  ^2s  partial  in  them  not  to  pafs  Sentence  againft  him. 
This  muft  be  allowed,  unlefs  we  agree,  as  they  pretend^ 
that,  as  he  was  no:  in  his  Majefty's  Service  or  Pay; 
they  neither  ought  nor  had  a  Right  to  detet-mine  the 
Matter  before  them.  But  this  is  fo  abfurd,  that  I  be- 
lieve no  Gentleman  will  attempt  to  fupport  the  Opinion. 
Even  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  hasfaid  fo  much  in  Ex- 
cufe  fur  their  Proceeding,  did  not  attempt  to  excufe 
their  not  palling  Sentence,  upon  this  Principle.  The 
Excufe  he  made  was  founded  upon  the  flippofed  Diffi- 
culty of  the  Cafe,  and  upon  thfeir  fiippofed  Want  of 
Power  to  determine  s  both  which  I  ihall  beg  Leave  td 
examine. 

'  As  to  the  Difficulty  of  the  Cafe,  Sir,  there  was  no 
Difficulty, in  this  Cafe,  but  what  will  generally  happen 
in  every  Trial,  efpecially  where  the  Gentleman  to  be 
tried  appears  to  be  a  Favourite  with  thofe  who  are  to 
be  his  Judges.  The  Contrariety  of  Evidence  was  the 
only  Difficulty  ;  and  in  every  fuch  Cafe^  the  Mem- 
-bers  of  the  Court-Martial^  who  fee  and  hear  the  Wit- 
iieffes  examined,  muft  be  better  able  to  jiidge,  than  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty;  who  fee  only  the  Minutes 
taken  at  the  Trial  ;  becaiife  the  Credibility  of  what  a 
Witncfs  faysj  muft  always  depend  very  niuch  upon  his 
Countenance,  and  the  Manner  in  which  he  delivers  his 
Difcourfe.  Befides  thisj  the  Members  of  the  Court- 
Martial  muft  always  be  better  acquainted  with  the  per- 
fonal  Chara£lers  of  the  feveral  Witnefles,  and  confe- 
quently,  when  Witnefles  contradi6l  one  another,  they 
muft  be  better  able  to  judge  which  of  them  deferv^ 
Credit,  than  the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, or  the  King  and  his  Council  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  1  think,  that  in  every  Cafe 
where  a  Contrariety  of  Evidence  is  the  only  Difficulty, 
the  Court- Martial  is  obliged,  in  Duty  to  their  Sove- 
reign, to  pafs  Sentence,  or  at  Jeaft  to  make  a  fpecia! 
Report  of  the  Fa^6ts,  with  their  Opinion  as  to  the 
Credibility  of  each  :  This,  1  think,  they  are  obliged 
to  do  ;  becaufe  every  fuch  Aff*air  ought  to  be  determined 
fome  Way  or  other,  and  cannot  be  determined  any 
where  elle.  Confequently,  as  a  Contrariety  of  Evi- 
-deace  was,   in   this   Cafe,  the  only   Difficulty,  this 
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Court- Martial  was  guilty  of  a  Breach  of  Duty  to  their    Anno  is. 
ISovereign,    in  refuiing  ro  pafs  Sentence,    or  to  make  a  ^^^■'  ^I;»74i>, 
fpecial  K-eport  of   the  Facts,    as  they  appeared  to  them 
upon  the  Trial. 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  Court-Martia]"s  fuppofed 
Want  of  Power  :  I  believe,  it  waa never  yet  heard,  that 
a  Court-Martial  was  appointed  to  inquire  only  :  All 
Courts-Martial  are  appointed  to  try,  and  to  pais  H^ch  a 
Sentence,  as  they  think  jaft  3  and  every  Admiral  cf 
Commander  in  Chief  is,  by  his  Commiirion  and  Iiit 
ffru6iions,  empowered  to  appoint  Courts-.Martial  for 
trying  any  one  under  his  Command.  Admiral  Rowley 
iiad  the  fame  Power  in  this  Refpedl:,  that  all  other  Ad- 
mirals have;  and  by  the  Power  he  had,  this  Court- 
Martial  was  appointed.  Upon  this  Occahon,  it  is  trucg 
be  had  a  particular  Order  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty;  but  that  Order  was  only  to  remove  a  Doubt  he 
had,  whether  he  could,  by  his  general  Power,  appoint 
a  Court- Martial  to  try  a  Man  who  had  then  no  Com- 
rnand,  fcV  what  he  had  been  guilty  of  when  he  had  a 
Command  ;  and  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  very 
rightly  ordered,  that  he  fhould.  But  it  is  a  Miftake  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  Court-Martial  was  appointed  by  Vir- 
tue of  this  Order,  for  it  was  appointed  by  Vir- 
tue of  his  general  Power,  and  was  no  Way  limited 
by  this  particular  Order  ;  therefore  this  Court-Martial 
had  the  fame  Power  that  othej:  Courts- Martial  have, 
and  might,  and  ought  to  have  pafled  fuch  a  Sentence 
as  they  thought  juft.  ,       ,  . 

'  Sir,  if  this  Court-Martial  hacf  condemned  the  Cap- 
tain  to  be  (hot,  they  could  not  have  been  blamed  for 
exceeding  their  Power,  nor  would  it  have  been  withoiit 
Precedent.  We  have  upon  our  Records  a  famous  In- 
stance of  this  Nature  in  Queen  Amieh  War.  In  the 
Mtry  Beginning  of  that  War,  one  of  our  Admirals, 
being  fent  to  the  Weft -Indies  with  a  fmall  Squadron.,  rne$ 
with  and  attacked  a  French  Squadron  in  his  PafTa^e,  buE, 
was  cowardly,  or  maiicioufly  deferted,  or  riot  pro^; 
perly  aflifted  by  fome  of  his  Captains,  which,  asnow^ 
gave  the  Enemy's  Squadron  an  Opportunity  to  efcape.; 
What  was  the  Confequence  \  The  Admiral,  as  foon 
as  he  arrived  at  "Jamaica^  appointed  a  Court-Martialf 
by  which  two  of  the  Captains  were  condemned  to  bs 
fBot,  and  fent  home  in  irons  for  th-',t  Furpafe  ;    but  an 
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Order  for  their  Execution  met  the  Ship  at  P'/j'wcai^, 
with  Diredlions  not  to  allow  them  to  fet  Foot  on  Shores 
and  accordingly  they  were  both  fhot  on  board  the  Ship 
in  which  they  were  brought  home.  This  Example 
of  ftridt  and  fpeedy  Juftice  was  certainly  of  great  Ser- 
vice in  the  future  Courfe  of  theWar,  and  was,  perhaps, 
one  of  the  Caufes  of  our  glorious  Succefs  y  for  from 
hence  every  Officer  in  the  Land,,  as  well  as  Sea  Ser- 
vice, was  convinced,  that  no  Excufe  would  ever  be 
admitted  for  Cowardice,  nor  any  Interelt  be  able  to 
delay,  much  lefs  prevent,  its  meeting  with  the  Pu- 
nifhment  it  deferves. 

«  I  hope,  I  have  now  ihewn.  Sir,  that  no  fufficient 
Anfwcr  has  been,  or  indeed,  can  be  made  to  any  of 
the  material  Objections  to  the  Proceedings  of  this 
Court-Martial.  It  is  really  impoflible  to  invent  an  Ex- 
cufe for  any  Part  of  their  Proceedings  ;  for  through 
theWhole  there  appears  to  have  been  a  fixed  Refolution,^ 
not  only  in  the  Profecutor  for  the  Crown,  but  in  the 
Court  itfelf,  to  ftifle  the  Evidence  againft  the  Captain; 
and  when  this  appears  fo  plain  from  the  Record  itfelf, 
I  am  furprized  to  hear  Gentlemen  talk  of  its  being  ne- 
ceflary  for  us  to  examine  more  narrowly  into  this  Af-* 
fair,  before  we  pafs  fuch  a  fevere  Cenfure.  Sir^  we  are 
not  here  to  judge  of  Fadts,  which  require  a  Proof: 
We  are  to  judge  of  a  Record,  which  upon  the  very 
Face  of  it  jftands  felf-condemned.  If  we  vi'ere  to  cen- 
fure any  of  the  Members  of  this  Court-Martial,  Ifhall 
grant,  it  would  be  proper  to  give  them  an  Opportunity 
to  be  heard  ;  becaufe  fome  of  them,  if  I  have  been 
rightly  informed,  a  good  many  of  them,  could  (hew, 
that  they  very  much  difapproved  of  thefe  Proceed- 
ings ;  but  by  this  Motion  we  are  only  to  cen- 
fure the  Record,  and  this,  I  think,  it  is  abfolute- 
ly  neceflary  for  us  to  do  as  foon  as  poffible,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  fatal  Confequences  that  fuch  a  Me-  * 
thod  of  Proceeding  in  a  Court-Martial  may  have  up- 
on the  public  Service  ;  for  if  any  Method  of  fcreen- 
ing  Cowardice  in  our  Navy  be  allowed,  or  fo  much  as 
connived  at,  we  may  bid  farewel  to  every  Thing  that 
is  valuable  among  Mankind. 

'  This,  Sir,    brings  me  of  courfe  to  the  other  Part  of 
the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Argument  agjtinft  this  Motion, 

which 


which  is  that  of  its  being  an  Incroachment  upon  the     Anno  ig. 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown.     Sir,    if  we  were  to  give  ^^°*  *^-  '745' 
Ear  to  the  Gentlemen  in  Office,    we  fhould   never  do 
any  Thing  in  this  Houfe  but  grant  Monev,    and  con- 
trive Ways  and  Means  for  loading  our  Fellow- Subjects 
with  Taxes.     We  fhould  not  even  take  upon  us  to  re- 
fufe  any  Sum  demanded    by  cur   Minifters  ;   becaufe, 
fay  they,  the  King  is,  by  his  Prerogative,  the  fole  Judge 
of   what  may  be  necefTary  for  the  public  Service.      But 
thofe  who  are  not  in  Office,   will,   I  hope,    fhew  feme 
Regard  to  their  own  Privileges,  as  well  as  to  the  King's 
Prerogative  ;   and  thofe  who  do  To,   will  never  make  a 
Doubt  of  its  being  the  Privilege  of  this  Houfe  to  in- 
quire into  any  Grievance  or  Enormity,   that  may  be  of 
dangerous  Confequence  to   the  public  Welfare,   whe- 
ther it  be  in  our  civil  or  ecclefiafiical  Government,  or 
in  the  Government  of  our  Army  or  Navy.     The  King 
has,   it  is  true,   the  Comm.and,  but  it  is  we  that  fupport 
both  our  Army  and  Navy  ;   and  therefore  we  have  a 
Right  to  fee,    that  both  (hall  be  made  as  ufeful  and  as 
little  burdenfome  as  poffible.     The  King  has,   I  fhall 
grant,  by  his  Prerogative,    the  fole  Power  of  appoint- 
ing Courts- Martial ;  (o  he  has  of  appointing  the  twelve 
Judges :    Yet  no  one   will  pretend    to  doubt  of  our 
Power  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct  of  all  or  any  of  the 
twelve  Judges  ;  and  that  without  waiting  one  Moment 
for  the  King's  exerting  his  Prerogative   in  rectifying 
their  Miftake,  at  leafl  fo  far  as  his  Prerogative  will  ex- 
tend :    For   in  moft  Cafes  their  Miflakes  can  be  no 
where  rectified  but  in  Parliament  ;    and  if  they  fhould 
combine  in  fcreening  one   another,   the  Crown  itfelf 
cculd  infii6t  no  Punilhtnent  upon   them,   without  the 
Affiftance  of  Parliament.     Who  then  can  doubt  of  our 
having  a  Power  to  inquire  into  the  Conduct  or  Pro- 
ceedings of   Courts-Martial  ?    With   regard   to  them, 
as  well  as  the  Judges,   it  may,    in  many  Cafes,   be  out 
of  the  Power  of  the  Crown  to  re£tify  what  they  have 
done  amifs,   or  to  panifiithem  as  they  deferve,  without 
the  Affiflance  of  Parliament.  If  a  Court-Martial  fhould 
condemn  an  innocent  Man,  the  King  may,    it  is  true, 
grant  him  his  Pardon  ;  but  fappofe  the  Court-Martial 
fliould  acquit  a  guilty  Perfon,  and  that  fuch  Acqaittal 
fiiould  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to  the 
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A-nno  1%.       public  Service,  how  could  the  King,  by  his  Prerogati^vey 
Geo.  II.  1745.    redify  this  Abufe  I    I  hope   it  will   not  be  laid    down 

"  as  a  Maxim,  that  the  King  may  appoint  one  Court- 
Martial  after  another,  and  one  Trial  after  another, 
till  any  Officer  he  'thinks  fit  be  condemned  to  be 
fhot  ;  for  a  wicked  Tviinifter  might  make  Ufe  of  this 
Power  for  wrecking  his  Revenge  upon  any  OfHcer 
that  fhould  diipute  his  Commands.  Therefore,  if  a 
guilty  Officer  fhould  be  acquitted  by  a  Court-Martial, 
"without  any  Informality  in  their  Proceedings,  I  take  it, 
that  neither  the  King  nor  the  Public  could  have  any 
fuiHcient  Redrefs  without  the  Afliftance  of  Parliament ; 
for  furely,  the  Difmiffing  of  the  Officers,  who  were 
upon  that  Court-Martial,  from  the  King's  Service, 
would  not  be  a  fuffieient  Atonement  to  the  Grown  or 
the  Public. 

« I  fhall  admit,  Sir,  that  the  Parliament  ought  not 
to  interfere  but  in  Cafes  of  great  Moment :  Nee  Deus 
interfile  nijldignus  vindice  nodus ^  ought  to  be  a  Rule  in 
this  Cafe,  as  well  as  in  Poetry  4  but  we  alone  are  the 
Judges,  whether  the  Cafe  be  of  fuch  Weight  as  to  de- 
i'erve  our  Notice  ;  and  when  w^e  think  it  is,  we  are 
not  obliged  to  delay,  for  any  Time,  our  Inquiry,  in 
order  to  give  the  Crown  Time  to  exert  its  Prerogative, 
efpecially  when  the  public  Safety  requires  an  immediate 
Redrefs,  which  I  take  to  be  the  Cafe  at  prefent ;  and 
2s  all  that  ip  now  propofed  is  only  a  Parliamentary  Ce.n- 
fure  upon  the  Proceedings  of  this  Court-Martial,  it  can 
have  no  other  EfFe<it  than  that  of  preventing  fucii  Pro- 
ceedings for  the  future,  and  quickening  the  Pace  of  our 
Minifters  in  their  Endeavours  to  rectify  thofe  that  are 
pafTed. 

'  But  were  it  to  be  admitted.  Sir,  that  we  ought,  up- 
on all  pccafions,  to  give  the  Crown  a  fuffieient  Time 
for  exerting  its  Prerogative,  before  we  begin  to  take 
any  Method  for  making  good  its  Negle6l  ;  have  wc 
jiotdone  fo  upon  thisOccalion  ?  Suppofe  our  Minifl:ers 
had  no  Account  of  thefe  infamous  Proceedings  before 
the  End  of  laft  Month,  have  they  not  had  a  fuffieient 
Time  to  begin,  at  leaf!:,  to  take  fome  Steps  for  pre- 
venting the  fatal  Effects   thefe  Proceedings  may  have 

yUpon  the  public  Service  ?  Have  they  not  already  had 
a  whole  Month,  and  is  not  that  lufficieat  in  Tirne  of 
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W"ar,  when  we  are  every  Moment  In  Danger  of  (a^- 
fering  by  thefe  fatal  EfFcds  ?  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  informed  us,  that  the  Crown  had  already  begin  to 
take  fome  Steps  for  this  Purpofe,  it  might  have  been  an 
Argument  for  our  poftponmg  this  Motion  ;  but  Jrom 
his  Silence  I  am  convinced,  that  no  fuch  Step  h^s  been 
thought  on  ;  and  the  Truth,  I  believe,  is,  that  the 
fame  Influence  which  prevailed  over  this  Court-Aiartial 
has  likewife  a  prevailing  Effeit  among  our  IMiniiiers  ; 
therefore  it  is  high  Tinje  for  the  Parliament  to  inter- 
pofe. 

'Sir,  It  is  eafy  for  a  luxuriant  Fancy  to fuggefl: dtfmal 
Confequences    from   any   Thing   we  can    refolve  on. 
Tho'  my  Fancy  be  none  of  the  richeft,  I  could  fuggeH 
mofl:  diimal  Confequences   from  our  refufmg  to  grant 
any  Sum   our  Miniiters    may  pleafe  to  demand,  or  to 
approve   of  the    mod   infamous  Treaty  they   niay  be 
pleafed  to  agree-to  ;    and  Experience  may  convince  us, 
that  they  are  capable  of   afk".ng  extravagant  Sums,    as 
well  as  of  concluding  pernicious  Treaties  :    But  would 
this  be  an  Argument  for  our  agreeing  to  every  Sum  de- 
manded, and  approving  of  every  Treaty  concluded  ?  No^ 
Sir,  we  are  not  to  be  frightened  by  chimerical  Suggeftions 
Qf  Danger,   from  doing  what  is  right,  or  from  treading 
in  thofe  Paths  that  have  been  chalked  out  to  us  by  our 
Predeceflbrs  in  this  AfTembly.     We  have  upon  our  Re- 
cords inuiy  leftances  of  Inquiries  into  the  Conduct  of 
0:Sicers,  even  in  Cafes  where  the  Crownj   or  rather 
the  Minifters   of  the  Crown,    could  be  accufed  of  no 
Neglci?!:,    much  lefs   of  an  affetSled  Delay.     It  has  al- 
ways been  the  Practice  of  this  Houfe  to  inquire  into  the 
Conduct  of  OfHcers,    when    they   were    fufpe£fed  of 
any  Milbehaviourthat  might  be,    or  had  been,   of  dan- 
gerous Confequence  to  the  Pubii€. 

'This,  Sir,  has  been  hitherto  the  Pr^61:ice  ;  and  the 
Effects  of  this  Pradice  we  very  well  know.  It  has 
generally  made  us  fuccefsful  in  our  Wars,  the  Envy  of 
our  Neighbours,  and  the  Terror  of  our  Enemies. 
Thefe  Effects  we  may  know  fromReafon  as  well  as  Ex- 
perience. In  arbitrary  Countries,  their  Commanders 
^nd  Officers  are  under  no  Check  but  that  of  the  Crown; 
Jf  they  preferve  their  Iniereft  among  the  royal  Favou- 
'.       '      '  X  3  rites^ 
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Anno  iS.  rites,  they  fear  no  Inquiry  into  their  Condu£l:,  nor  any 
Geo.  II.  J745.  Cenfure  for  their  Mifbehaviour.  But  in  this  Country, 
^""^"''V'''''^  our  Commanders  and  Officers  are  under  a  double  Check: 
They  are  under  the  Check  of  the  Parliament  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Crown  ;  and  this  will  always  be  a  Security 
for  their  good  Behaviour,  as  long  as  our  Parliaments 
are  under  no  corrupt  Dependence  iipon  our  Minifters  ; 
which,  I  am  afraid,  has  been  the  Cafe  of  former  Par- 
liaments. For  this  we  have  already  fufFered  in  the 
War  we  are  now  engaged  in,  and  may  fufFer  a  great 
deal  more,  if  Care  be  not  taken  to  purge  both  our  Ar- 
my and  Navy  of  thofe  who  have  entered  into  the  Service 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Pay  and  the  Perquifites,  and  not 
for  the  Sake  of  railing  either  their  own  or  their  Coun- 
try's Glory.  To  this  falutary  End,  our  agreeing  to  the 
prefent  Motion  will  certainly  contribute  ;  and  for  this 
Reafon,  as  well  as  for  the  Sake  of  public  Juflice^  it 
fhall  have  my  hearty  Concurrence/ 

May  2.  By  his  Majefly's  Command,  the  Houf^ 
went  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when  his  Majefty  put 
an  End  to  the  Seffion  of  Parliament  with  the  follov/ing 
moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne : 

^^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

^t'^l'clTli   ''  nr\nE  Zeal,  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  of  your  Pro; 

tkeSeiTion.        "    J.     ceedings,  having  brought  the  public  Bufmef^ 

*'  to  a  happy  Conclufion,  and  the  Seafon  of  the  Year 

*'  being  fo  far  advanced,  it  is  neceflary  that  1  fhould 

*'  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

'*  It  is  a  particular  Satisfaction  to  me,  to  be  able  to 
^^  acquaint  you,  thatfince  the  Beginning  of  it,  the  Pof- 
"  ture  of  Affairs  abroad  has  received  a  very  confiderable 
*'  Alteration,  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Common  Caufe. 

*'  The  late  SuccefTes  of  the  Aufirian  Arms  in  Germa- 
''  wy,  and  the  Conclufion  of  an  Accommodation  be- 
"  tween  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  £]e6lor  of 
"  Bavaria^  have  laid  the  heft  Foundations  for  a  further 
*'  happy  Progrefs. 

"  By  thefe  Events,  the  Influence  of  France  in  the 
*'  Empire  is  much  weakened  and  diminilhed  ;  and  a 
'*  Way  is  opened  to  reftore  that  Strength  and  Power  to 
"  our  ancient  and  natural  Allies5which  v^'ill  tend  great- 
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\y  to  theRe-eflablifhment  and  Security  of  the  Ba-     Anno  iS. 
lance  oiEurepe.  Geo.  il.  1745. 

The  Refolutions,  which  have  been  taken  by  my 
good  Friends  the  States-General  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces, for  exerting  their  Efforts  in  Concert  w^ith 
me ;  and  the  Engagements  they  have  entered  into, 
for  fettling  the  Proportions  of  Forces  and  Expence, 
cannot  fail  to  give  Spirit  and  Vigour  to  the  Opera- 
tions of  our  Armies. 

From  thefe  good  Beginnings,  1  hope,  by  the  Blef- 
"  fing  of  God  on  the  Juiiice  of  our  Caufe,  this  Cam- 
**  paign  will  be  attended  with  fuch  Succefs,  as  to  de- 
"  feat  the  ambitious  and  deftrudtive  Projects  of  the 
**  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  formed  againft  the  Liberties  of 
**  Europe,  and  particularly  levelled  againft  my  King- 
**  doms.  In  this  View  I  am  determined,  in  Conjunc- 
*'  tion  with  my  Allies,  vigoroufly  to  profecute  this  juft 
*'  and  neceffary  War,  in  order  to  the  procuring  a  fafe 
**  and  honourable  Peace." 

'^  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ^ 
*'  I  return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  the  ample  Sup- 
*'  plies,  which  you  have  fo  chearfully  granted  for  the 
''  Service  of  the  current  Year ;  and  which,  you  may 
*'  be  alTured,  (hall  be  ftri^tly  applied  to  thofe  great  and 
*'  national  Ends  for  which  they  were  given." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
"  I  entirely  rely  on  your  Duty,  Fidelity,  and  good 
*'  Affections,  of  which  I  have  had  fo  many  convincing 
*'  Proofs.  Let  it  be  your  Care  to  cultivate  and  promote 
*'  the  fame  good  Difpofitions  in  your  feveral  Countries, 
*'  to  fupport  my  Government,  and  to  preferve  the 
"  Peace  and  good  Order  of  the  Kingdom,  as  it  fliall 
*'  ever  be  mine  to  advance  and  fecure  your  lasting  Prof- 
"  perity  and  Happinefs." 

After   which   the  Lord  Chancellor   prorogued   the 
Parliament  to  the  20th  Day  of  June, 
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Public  ACTS  paffed  during  the  Fourth 

'  Sefllon  of  the  Third  Parliament  of  King 
George  11.  •      ^  •   , 


Anno  iS. 


^        ,^  N  Ac>,   For  granting  a  Land-Tax  for  1745, 
itt    '     '  ,    i    \    An  A6t,   For  continuing   the  Duties  upon   Malt, 

Gjder,  a, "id  Perry ,  for  the  Service  of  the  Teaf 

An  A(^,  Tj  enable  the  Panfuoners  of  St.  Margaret 
/«  King's-Lyn-n,  I^orfolk,  to  r a ife  Money  by  Rates  upo?i 
themfelves^  fm-fnifoing  the  Church  of  the  f aid  PariJJj. 

An  A(SI:,  For  continuing  the  Duties  upon  Salt^  and 
upon  R?d  and  White  Herrings ,  for  Six  T^ars  ;  and  other 
'Things  therein  mentioned. 

An  Act,  For  granting  fsveral  additional  Duties  upon 
all  Wines  imported  into  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  raiftng  a 
certain  Sum  of  Money  hy  Annuities  and  a  Lottery .  to  be 
charged  on  the  faid  additional  Duties, 

An  Ad:,  For  puniftjing  Mutiny  and  Defer t ion,  and, 
for  the  better  Pay?nent  of  the  Army  and  their  gar- 
ters. 

An  Ad",  For  the  fpeedy  Recruiting  of  his  Majefty'^s 
liegirnents  of  Foot  jerquing  in  Flandeis,  Minorca,  Gi- 
braltar, and  the  Plantations^  and  the  Regiments  of  Ma- 
rines. 

■  An  A(S^,  To  indemnify  Pcrfons  tvho  have  emitted  to 
qualify  themf elves  for  Offices  within  the  Tirne  limitedy  fin4 
to  allow  further  lime. 
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An   A(0:,    For   more   effeSlually   cleanfing^    deepening^      Anno  t?« 
tiiidening^  and  prefervlng  a  Creek ^  called  Bciverly  Beck,  ^'^o.  II.  1745. 
running  into   the  River   Hull,  i?i   Yorklhire ;  and  fo 
other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  Act,  For  granting  to  his  Ma'jefty  the  Sum  of 
800, coo  /,  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund  ;  and  for  granting  a 
Sum  remaining  in  the  Exchequer^  arifm  by  the  Surplus  of 
the  Duties  upon  Malt^  Mum^  Cyder  ayid  Perry  for  the 
Service  of  the  Tear  1745,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein 
mentioned. 

An  Ad,  Far  repealing  the  prefent  Inland  Duty  of  4s, 
per  Pound  Weight  upon  all  Tea  fold  in  Great  Britain, 
and  for  granting  to  his  Alojefty  certain  ether  Inland  Du- 
ties in  lieu  thereof  \  and  for  better  fecuring  the  Duty  upon 
Tea^  and  other  Duties  of  Excife  ;  and  for  purfuing  Of- 
fenders cut  of  one  Comity  into  amther. 

An  Aft,  For  allowing  certain  additional  Bounties  on 
the  Exportation  ofBvitiih  and  inih  Linen. 

A-n  A<51,  For  effeSlually  preventing  the  Et-sportation  of 
foreign  Linens^  under  the  DenomiiUition  of  Biitlfli  or 
Jrifh  Linens. 

An  A6^,  For  prohihiti?ig  the  Wearing  and  hnporia- 
tion  of  Camhricks  and  French  Lavjns. 

An  Act,  To  explain  and  amend  the  Laws  touching  thi 
Flexions  of  Knights  of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in  Parliament ^ 
for  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England. 

"  An  A6^,  To  amend  and  render  7nore  effidual  an  Al 
pqffed  in  the  ^th  Tear  of  his  prefent  Majejly's  Reign ^  in- 
titled^  An  Adl  for  the  furiher  Qualification  of  Juitices 
of  the  Peice. 

An  A6t,  For  giving  a  public  Reward  to  fuch  Perfm  or 
Ppfons^  his  Majefiyfs  Suhjeil  or  Suhje<^Sy  as  Jhall  difco- 
cover  a  North- Weii  PafTage,  through  Hud  Ton's  Straits, 
to  the  Weftern  Ocean  5/' America. 

An  A6t,  To  continue  an  A5i  made  in  the  fixth  Tear 
of  the  Reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly^  for  the  better 
Regidation  of  Lajlage  and  Ballajlage  in  the  River 
Thames. 

An  Act,   For  the  further  regulatings    and  better  Go- 
vernment of  his  Majefly''s  Navies^  Ships  of  War.,    and 
Forces  by  Sea  j  and  for  regulating  the  Proceedin7s  upon 
Courts- Martial  in  the  Sea-StTvicc. 
r     "  •  An 
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Anho  ig.  An  A<5',  For  the  more  effe5iuai  recovering  and  collet- 

Geo.  II.  1745.  lyig  of  certain  Duties  granted  towards  the  Support  of 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich  ;  and  to  oblige  Agents 
for  Prizes  to   regifier  their  Letters  of  Attorney. 

An  A£l,  To  amend  an  ASi  made  in  the  nth  Tear  of 
King  William  III.  iniitled.  An  A€t  for  the  more  ef- 
fedual  Suppreffion  of  Piracy. 

An  A6t,  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  been  guilty  of 
the  unlawful  importingy  landifig,  or  running  of  prohibi- 
ted, uncufomedy  or  other  Goods  or  Merchandi-ze. 

An  A6I5    For  more  effe5lually  preventing  the  Jiealing 
of  Linen^    Fuftian^    and  Cotton  Goods  and  Wares^    in 
jfiuildings^  Fields^  Grounds^  and  other  Places^  ufed  for 
printings  whitening,  bleaching,  or  drying  the  fame. 

An  Adtj  For  impowering  the  furviving  CommiJJioners 
and  Trufiees  for  forfeited  Eftates.^  to  execute  proper  Con- 
veyances of  the  late  Lord  Widdrington'j  Ejiate  in  the 
County  of  Northumberland  (contraSfed  for  by  the  York 
Buildings  Company)  to  Trufiees  for  the  Creditors  of  the 
faid  Company,  upon  Payment  of  a  Sum  of  Money,  therein 
mentioned,  into  his  Majefif  s  Exchequer. 

An  A6t,  For  making  the  Surgeons  of  London  and  the 
Barbers  of  LiOndiOn,  two  feparate  and  difiinSl  Corpora- 
tions. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  further  Powers  to  the  Commif- 
ftoners  for  building  a  Bridge  crofs  the  River  Thames, 
from  the  City  of  Weftminfter,  to  the  oppoftte  Shore  in 
the  County  of  SvLTry  ;  and  for  the  better  enabling  them 
to  finijh  the  faid  Bridge,  and  to  perform  the  other  Trujls 
repofed  in  them. 

An  Aft,  For  rendering  more  effeSlual  the  fever al  ASfs 
paffed  for  the  erecting  of  Hofpitals  and  Workhoufes 
within  the  City  of  Briflol,  for  the  better  employing  and 
maintaining  of  the  Poor  thereof. 

An  Aft,  To  explain,  amend,  and  make  more  eff'eSfual 
the  Laws  in  being  to  prevent  excejfive  and  deceitful 
Gaming,  and  to  refrain  and  prevent  the  excejfive  Increafe 
of  Horfe- Races. 

An  Aft,  To  repeal  a  Claufe  in  an  A£i  made  in  the 

third  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  King  William  and  ^een 

Mary,  relating  to  Carts  ufed  by  Perfons  inhabiting  ivithin 

the  Limits  of  the   Weekly  Bills  of  Mortality  j  and  to 
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allow  fuch  Carts  to  he  drawn  with  three  Horfes  ;  and  to      Anno  i«. 
prevent   the  Mi/behaviour  of  the  Drivers  of  Carts  in  Geo.  II.  1745 
Streets  within  the  fat d  Limits. 

Alfo  to  nine  jiSfs  relating  to  the  repairing  the  following 
Roads^  viz.  From  Kingfton  upon  Hull  to  Kirk  Ella, 
C9.  of  the  Town  of  Kingfton  upon  Hull.  From  Bo- 
roughbridge,  Co.  York,  to  the  City  of  Durham.  Be^ 
iween  Shepherd's  Shord  and  the  Devizes,  and  the  Top  of 
Afhlington  Hill  and  Rowdford,  Co.  Wilts.  From 
Hedon  to  Hull  North  Bridge,  Co,  York.  From  Speen- 
ham  Land,  Co,  Berks,  to  Marlborough,  Co.  Wilts, 
From  Birmingham  to  Stone  Bridge,  Co.  Warwick. 
From  Tadcafter  to  Hob- Moor- Lane  End,  Co.  of  the 
City  of  York.  From  Godmanchefter,  Co.  Hunt,  ts 
the  firji  Rubbing  Houfe  on  Newmarket  Heath,  C^, 
Camb.    From  Birmingham  to  Edgehill,  Co.  Warw, 

And  to  feveral  private  Bills. 


TfiE 


THE 


PROCEEDINGS 


O  F    T  H  E 


Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons. 


F^^X"^^  O-^^oheri'j^  17455    the  Parliament   met     Annt)  i^, 
Ws    Q  )^  at  Weftminfter,   when  a  Bill  for  the  more  Geo,  11.  1745, 
fe^         )^  efFedlual  preventing   clandefline  Outlawries 
snL^^JJ^  "^'^s  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  Time. 
Then  Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Floufe  his  IMajcf- 
ty's  Speech,  as  follows  : 

''  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  'TT^  H  E  open  and  unnatural  Rebellion,  which  ha*s  King's  Speecis 
'     JL      broke  out,  and  is  ftill  continuing,  in  Scotland^  ^.^^^^^f;^  "'^'^ 
'  has  obliged  me   to  call  you  together  fooner  thaf-i  ^  t\itTblxt'^i:rI 
'  intended;    and  I    fhall  hy  nothing    before  you   at  liament  ot  kis 
'  prefent,   but  what  immediately  relates  to  our  Secu-  "     ~ 
'  rity  at  Home,  referving  all  other  Confiderations  to 
'  a  farther  Opportunity.     So   wicked  and   daring    an 
'  Attempt,  in    Favour   of  a  Popifh  Pretender  to  my 
'  Crown,  headed    by  his   eldeft   Son,    carried  on   by 
'  Numbers  of  traitcrous  and  defperate  Perfons  within 
'  the   Kingdom,     and    encouraoed    by   my    Enemies 
*'  abroad,  requires  the   immediate  Advice  and  Afliit- 
'■'  ^nce  of  my  Parliament  to  fupprefs  and  extinguifh  it, 

'*  The 


<eign. 
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Anno  19.       "  '^^s  Duty  and  Affe(flton  for  me,  and  my  Govern- 
GsQ. II.  174;.    ««  ment,  and   the    vigilant  and   zealous  Care  for   the 

Safety  of  the  Nation,  which  have  with  fo  much 
"  Unanimity  been  fiiewn  by  my  faithful  SubjecSls, 
"  give  me  the  firmefl  Aflurance,  that  you  are  met 
''  together  rcfoUed  to  acSt  with  a  Spirit  becoming  a 
*'  Time  of  common  Danger,  and  with  fuch  Vigou.r, 
"  as  will  end  in  the  Confufion  of  all  thofe  who  have 
*^  engaged  in,  or  fomented,  this  Rebellion. 

"  I  have,  throughout  the  whole  Courfe  of  my 
*'  Reign,  made  the  Laws  of  the  Land  the  Rule  of 
*^  my  Government,  and  the  Prefervation  of  the  Con- 
*«  ftitution  in  Church  and  State,  and  the  Rights  of  my 
*'  People,  the  main  End  and  Aim  of  all  my  A6lions. 
"  It  is  therefore  the  more  aftonilhing,  that  any  of  my 
*'  Proteftant  Subjects,  who  have  known  and  enjoyed 
*'  the  Benefits  refulting  from  thence,  and  have  heard 
'*  of  the  imminent  Dangers  thefe  Kingdoms  were 
"  wonderfully  delivered  Irom  by  the  happy  Revolu- 
«'  tion,  fhould,  by  any  Arts  and  Management,  be 
•<  deluded  into  Meafures,  that  muft,  at  once,  de- 
**  ftroy  their  Religion  and  Liberties,  introduce  Po- 
*'  pery  and  Arbitrary  Power,  and  fubjed  them  to  a 
**  foreign  Yoke." 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

"  I  rely  on  your  AfFecSlion  to  me,  and  your  Care 
"  and  Concern  for  our  common  Safety,  to  grant  me 
*'  fuch  a  Supply,  as  may  enable  me  entirely  to  extin- 
*'  guifh  this  Rebellion,  efFe6tually  to  difcourage  any 
**  foreign  Power  from  affifting  the  Rebels,  and  to 
*♦  reftore  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdoms  ;  for  which  Pur- 
"  pofe  I  will  order  the  proper  Eftimates  to  be  laid 
•'  before  you.  Amongft  the  many  ill  Gonfequences  of 
*'  this  wicked  Attempt,  the  extraordinary  Burthen, 
"  which  it  muft  bring  upon  my  faithful  Subjects,  very 
*'  fenfibly  affed^s  me.  But  let  thofe  anfwer  for  it, 
*'  whofe  Treafon  has  occafioned  it,  and  my  People 
"  be  convinced  what  they  owe  to  thofe  Difturbers  of 
««  our  Peace,  who  are  endeavouring  to  make  this 
*'  Kingdom  a  Scene  of  Blood  and  Confufion/' 
'*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

'*  The  many  evident  Proofs  this  Parliament  has 
**  given  of  their  Duty,  Fidelity,  and  Affection  to  me, 

"  and 
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^«  and  of  their  Heady  Adherence  to  the  prefent  happy      j^^j^  ^ 

*'  Eftablifhment,     and     the    true    Intereft    of    their  Geo.  n.  I^^-^ 

•'  Country,  make  me  repofe  myfelf  entirely  on  the  ^      -,-      ' 

"  Zeal  and  Vigour   of  your  Proceedings   and    Refo- 

**  lutions.     I  am   confident  you   will  act  like  Men, 

"  who  confider  that  every  Thing   dear   and  valuable 

•'  to  them    is  attacked  >  and  I  queftion   not,    but  by 

*'  the  Bleffing  of  God,  we  fliall,  in  a  fhort  Time,  fee 

*'   this  Rebellion  end,  not  only  in  reftoring  the  Tran- 

**  quillity  of  my  Government,  but  in  procuring  greater 

"  Strength  to  that  excellent  Conftitution,  which    it 

"  was  defigned    to    fubvert.     The    Maxims  of    this 

'*  CoRftitution  ihall  ever  be  the  Rules  of  my  Con- 

*'  .du(5t.     The  Intereft  of  me  and  my  People  is  al- 

"  ways  the  fame,  and  infeparable.     In   this   common 

^^  Intereft  let  us  unite;  and  all  thofe,  who  ihall  hear- 

*^  tlly  and  vigoroufly  exert  themfelves  in  this  juft  and 

''  national  Caufe,  may  always  depend  on  my  Protec- 

*'  tion  and  Favour." 

A  Motion  was  then  made,  by  Henry  Legge^  Efq;  Debate  on  the 
for  an  humble  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  ^^°j^'°J  ^^^  *^ 
Speech,  which  he  introduced  in  the  following  Manner  : 


Addj-efs, 


'  Sir, 
*  I  rife  up  to  undertake  what,  I  know,  I  am  very  "enry  Legge, 
]ittle  able  to  execute  ;  but  I  am  prompted  by  my  Zeal  ^'^ 
for  the  Support  of  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment ; 
and  encouraged  by  my  being  fenfible,  that  the  fame 
laudable  Zeal  warms  the  Heart  of  every  Gentleman 
that  hears  me.  My  Zeal  will,  therefore,  I  hope,  be 
an  Excufe  for  my  Incapacity,  as  well  as  Prefumption  ^ 
and  if  I  fliould  be  any  Way  defe<5tive  in  what  I  am 
going  to  propofe,  I  make  no  Doubt  of  the  Defe/St's 
bcin-g  fupplied  by  fome  of  thofe  many  that  are  bieiied 
with  a  greater  Capacity,  and  more  Knowledge  in  Par- 
liamentary Affairs.  From  this  Prelude  Gentlemen 
muft  perceive,  that  I  am  going  to  propofe  2ii[i  Addrels 
by  Way  of  Anfwer  to  his  Majefty^s  moft  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  and  though,  in  general,  a 
ready  Concurfence  may  be  expected  upon  this  moft 
remarkable  Occafion,  yet  that  no  Gentleman  may 
think   himfelf  furprized,    I    fhall    previoufly   explain 

every 
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ilnno  19.     every  Article  I  intend  to  propofe,  and  give  fuch  Rez^ 
Ceo,  o  .1745.  (,j^^  (qj^  thofe  that   may  appear   extraordinary,    as,    J 
^  hope,  will  procure  an  unanimous  Approbation;  for  at 

iljch  a  formidable  Crifi?,  I  fnould  be  forry  to  offer  any 
Thing  that  rnight  occafioh  the  leaft  Oppofition  or  Al- 
tercation, 

'To  return  his  MajeftyThanks  for  his  moil  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  to  congratulate  him  up- 
on his  happy  Return  to  thefe  Kingdoms,  are  Compii- 
inents  of  Courfe,  which  fiand  in  need  of  no  Explana- 
tion, nor  of  any  Arguments  to  enforce  them  ;  there- 
fore I  {hall  not  enlarge  upon  this  Head.  But  with 
refpe(Sl  to  the  Rebellion  now  begun  with  fuch  fatal 
Succefs  in  Scotland',  as  it  requires  the  utmoft  Attention 
of  every  loyal,  Subje6l,  I  think,  we  fhould  take  this 
firft  Opportunity  to  declare  our  Abhorrence  of  it,  and 
that  we  are  refolved,  at  any  Riil':,  to  fupport  his  Ma- 
]Q(iy,  and  our  prefent  happy  Eirablifliment,  againii  all 
Jiis  Enemies  both  foreign  and  domeftic.  This  is  To  necef- 
fary  upon  the  prefent  Occallon,  and  is  fo  defcrvedly 
the  chief  Thing  v^e  ought  at  this  Time  to  have  in 
View,  that  I  intend  to  confine  what  I  am  now  to 
propofe  to  fuch  Expref!ionsof  our  Zeal  and  Loyalty,  as* 
I  think  necellarv  for  that  Purpofe. 

'  Of  ail  the  Rebellions,  Sir,  that  were  ever  fet  on 
Foot  in  this  Kingdom,  the  prefent  is  the  moft  wicked,^ 
the  moft  unnatural,  and'  the  moft  ungrateful.  His 
IMajefty*s  whole  Reign  has  been  fo  remarkably  benign  : 
The  Subjeds  of  all  Ranks  and  Denominations  have 
lived  fo  quietly,  fo  abfolutely  free  from  every  Sort  of 
Oppreffion,  under  his  Majcfty's  Difpenfation,  that  it 
muft  be  reckoned  the  utmoft  Height  of  Ingratitude  to 
endeavour  to  deftroy  a  Government  by  which  they 
have  been  fo  long  and  (o  fully  protected,  hut  this  is 
not  all;  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  many  of  thofe  who 
are  ko'vV  in  Rebellion,  are  fuch  as  owe  their  Fortunes, 
and  fome  of  th'em  th^ir  Lives,  to  the  Mercy  of  his 
Majefty's  Royal  Father.  Can  there  be  an  Ingratitude 
of  a  deeper  Dye,  than  that  of  a  Man  who  employs  in 
the  Deftru6lion,  that  Life  and  Fortune  which  he' 
received  from  the  Mercy  of  our  prefent  Koyal  Family? 
Can  any  Principle  of  Religion,  cAn  any  Principle  of 
Loyalty  pliiad  an  Exc'uf.-  for'fach  fngratitude  ? 


*  Why  lliould  I  fay  Loyalty,  Sir  ?  Whatever  the  ^a-  Anno  19, 
tohites  might  have  pleaded  upon  former  Occafions,  ^^^'  ^^*  ^''^^' 
whatever  they  may  plead  upon  future,  they  cannot 
plead  even  Loyalty  upon  the  prefent.  Should  they 
iucceed  in  their  defperate  Attempt,  they  might  per- 
haps get  an  empty  Title  for  the  Perfon  they  call  their 
King;  but  the  certain  Confequence  would  be,  that 
both  he  and  they  muft  become  Vaflals  and  Slaves  to 
France.  They  fee  fome  of  the  Potentates  of  Europe 
engaged  in  a  War,  for  preventing  the  French  King's 
being  able  to  fet  himfelf  up  for  the  fupreme  Monarch 
of  Europe :  They  know^  that  this  War  cannot  be  car- 
ried on  to  Effe<5t,  without  a  moft  powerful  Aid  from 
this  Kingdom.  Yet  at  the  Defire  of  the  French^  and 
to  prevent  our  being  able  to  fend  a  povperful  Aid  to 
our  Allies  upon  the  Continent,  they  join  in  raifmg  a 
Rebellion  againft  the  Government.  Does  not  this 
evidently  tend  to  fubje6t  their  native  Country,  as  well 
as  him  they  call  their  King,  to  the  Power  of  France  f 
Can  this  be  faid  to  proceed  from  Loyalty  ?  Is  it  not 
the  moft  wicked,  the  moft  unnatural  Dcfign  that  ever 
any  Set  of  Men  engaged  in  ? 

<  The  Contention  raifed  amongft  us,  Sir,  by  this 
Rebellion,  is  not  folely,  whether  we  fhall  have  this 
Royal  Family,  or  another  Royal  Family  ;  whether  we 
(hall  be  the  Subjedb  of  a  free  Government,  or  the 
Slaves  of  an  abfolute  Government ;  or  whether  we 
Ihall  be  Papifts  or  Proteftants ;  but  whether  we  fhall 
be  free-born  EngliJJrmen  or  French  Slaves.  If  the  Re- 
bels fhould  fucceed,  which  God  forbid,  and  which, 
indeed,  I  have  no  Apprehenfion  of,  we  mufl  have  a 
Royal  Family  that  founds  its  Right  not  upon  the 
Choice  of  the  People,  or  the  Laws  of  the  Kingdom, 
but  upon  the  pretended  Law  of  God  :  We  mufl  be  the 
Slaves  of  an  abfolute  Government :  We  mufl  all  be 
Roman  Catholicks  ;  and,  to  fum  up  all,  we  mufl  be 
the  Slaves  of  Frenchmen^  which  of  all  Slaveries  mufl  by 
EngViJhmen  be  locked  on  with  the  greateit  Horror  and 
Contempt.  I  therefore  do  not  wonder  at  the  Spirit 
which  has  appeared  in  this  Country,  in  Favour  of  his 
Majefly  and  our  happy  Eflablifhment.  It  is  a  frefh 
Inflanceof  the  good  benfe  as  well  as  of  the  Courage  of 
the  People  of  this  Kingdom ;  and  as  1  heartily  congra- 

Vgl,  JL  Y  ■  tulate 
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J  Anno  ig.     j^te  my  Coutitrymen   upon  it,    I  fliali  propofe,  that 
^o.    .  I  45.  ^g  foould  likewife  congratulate  his  Majefty  upon  the 

^-^"^ '  Subjea. 

'I  have  now  mentioned,  Sir,  all  ths  Articles  I  am  to 
propofe  by  Way  of  Addreis  upon  this  Occafion  ;  and 
as  1  cannot  think  that  any  Objeaion  will  be  made  to 
any  Part  of  it,  I  flialladd  no  more,  but  conclude  with 
'  moving,  '  Thatan  Jhumble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his- 
'  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe 
'  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne;,  to  con- 

*  gratulate  bis  Majefty  on  his  happy,  fafe,  and  feafonable 

*  Return  to  thefe  Kingdoms;  to  exprefs  our  Abhorrence 

*  and  Deteftation  of  the  unnatural  Rebellion  raging  in 

*  North- Britain-;  to  give  his  Majeft:y  the  ftrongeft 
'  Affu ranees  of  our  Duty  and  Affection   to  his  Perfonr 

*  and  Government,  and  that  we  will  with  Vigilance, 
'  Zeal,  and    Unanimity,    fhew   a  Spirit  and   Vigour 

*  becoming   this  Time   of  Danger;  and  that  we  will 

*  grant  fuch  Supplies,  and  put  fuch  Strength  into 
*^  his  Majefl-y's  Hands,  as  v/e  truft  in  God,  and  ia 
'  his  Majefty's  Wifdcm,  cannot  fail  to  defeat  the 
'  Attempts  of  thofe  who  have  already  made  one  Part 

*  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  would  make  the  other 

*  a  Scene  of  Blood,  Rapine,    and  Confufion ;    to  ac- 

*  knowledge,  with  the  greateft  Gratitude,  that  under 

*  his  Majefty's  Royal  Protection  we  have  lived   in  aa 

*  uninterrupted  and  fecure  Knjoyment  of  our  Religion^ 
<  Laws,  and  Liberty ;  that  as  all  thefe  are  now  wick- 

*  edly  and  openly  attacked,    we  are  bound  by  every 

*  Confideration,  human  and  divine,  to  exert  ourfelves^ 

*  in  Defence  of  his    facred  Perfon  and  Government ; 

*  and  to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  he  may  fafely  rely  on 
'  the  Zeal  and  Vigour  of  hh  faithful  Commons  on- 

*  this  great  Occafion,  and  that  we  will  a<Sl  like  Men> 

*  fenfible  of  the  Bleffings  we  enjoy,,    and  determined 

*  to  preferve  thofe  Bleffings  to  ourfelves  and  our  Poftc- 
'  rity ;    to  congratulate   his    Majefty    on  the   general 

*  Concurrence  of  his  SubjeCls  in   thefe   Sentiments  of 

*  Duty  to    his    Majefty,  and    Zeal    for   his   Service ;. 

*  which  happy  Union,  we    doubt    not,    will,     by  his 

*  Majefty's  Wifdom,  be  improved  to  the  future  G\ofy 

*  and  W"eirare  of  his  Crown  and  People,  and  to  the 
'utter  Confufion  and  Difappointment  of  the  Enemies 
«  to  both.' 

5.  Thij 
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This  Motion   was   feconded   by  Welhore  Ellis,  Efq;       Anro  19. 
^^"ho  fpoke  in  Subftance  as  follows:  Get).  11.  174?, 

'Sir, 

*■  As  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  dny  Gentleman  in  this  wdbore  El'is, 
Houfe  wifhes  Succeis  to  the  prefent  RebeUion,  and  as  Efqj 
nothing  can  tend  more  efFc6tually  to  its  being  fpeedily 
defeated,  thahour  declaring  in  the  moft  zealous  Manner 
our  Refolutions,  to  ftand  by  his  Majedy  in  the  Support 
of  our  prefent  happy  El'rablifbment ;  I  think,  I  need 
hot  trouble  you  with  many  Arguments  for  fhewins  the 
Propriety,  and  even  the  Neceiiity  of  what  my  Hon. 
Friend  has  propofed.  1  think,  we  may  with  Confi- 
dence conclude,  that  if  we  can  prevent  this  Rebellion's 
being  countenanced  h^f  any  foreign  Power,  or  joined 
by  any  Number  of  People  in  England^  we  (hall  foon  be 
able  to  put  an  End  to  it,  notwithftanding  the  Succefs 
they  have  lately  met  with  ;  and  for  both  thefe  Purpo- 
fes  nothing  can  be  more  effedual,  than  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  declaring  themfelves  in  the  w^armeft 
iManner  againft  it, 

'  That  the  Rebellion  will  be  countenanced,  that  it 
has  been  eacouraged,  by  our  Enemies  the  French  and 
^paniards^  we  cannot  doubt,  Sir  ;  but  there  is  a  great 
Difference  between  their  countenancing  and  povt'erfully 
aflifting  the  Rebels.  If  they  fee,  that  the  Rebels  can 
do  but  little  for  themfelves,  they  will  conclude,  that 
the  Rebellion  muft  be  foon  defeated,  notwithftanding 
the  utmoft  Afliftance  they  can  give.  From  hence  they 
"will  conclude,  that  their  aflifting  the  Rebels  in  Scotland^ 
is  not  the  beft  Card  they  have  to  play,  and  therefore 
they  will  neglecfl  aftifting  them  as  much  as  they 
might  otherwife  do,  in  order  to  pufti  their  warlike 
Operations  v/ith  the  more  Vigour  in  fome  other  Part 
of  the  World  :  Whereas,  if  they  (hould  think,  that  \ht 
Rebellion  now  begun  in  Scotland^  might  with  their  Aftif- 
tance  become  fo  formidable  as  to  have  a  good  Chance 
for  Succefsj  they  would  think  only  of  ailing  upon  the 
Defenfive,  in  evefy  other  Part,  and  would  turn  their 
whole  Strength  towards  the  Support  of  this  Rebellion. 
Now  as  nothing  is  more  likely  to  give  both  the  Courts 
of  France  and  Spain  a  mean  Opinion  of  this  Rebellion, 
than  the  open  and  warm  Declarations  of  both  Houfes 
Y  2  of 
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Anno  ig.  of  Parliament  againft  it,  it  is  necefTary  we  fliould  em* 
Geo.  II.  1-45.^  brace  thisfirftOpportunityofmanifeftingintheftrongeft 
Manner  our  Loyalty  to  our  King,  and  our  Zeal  for  the 
Support  of  our  prefent  happy  Eftablilhment.  This,, 
Sir,  is  the  more  necefTary,  becaufe  of  the  grofs  Mifre- 
prefentations  that  have  been  often  repeated  by  Briiijh 
Refugees  both  at  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain  :.  By 
them  the  People  of  Great-Britain  have  been  reprefented 
as  almofl  univerfally  difafFecSted  to  our  prefent  Royal 
Family,  and  the  Government  as  being  fupported  by  no- 
thing but  Bribery  and  Corruption.  The  Spirit  that 
now  appears  without  Doors,  will  in  a  great  Meafu re 
refute  thefje  Mifreprefentations  ;  and  if  the  fame  Spirit 
Ihould  appear  within,  it  will  convince  both  the  Courts 
of  France  and  Spain  of  the  Falftiood  of  what  they  have 
heard"  fo  confidently  afTerted  by  the  Britijh  Exiles  that 
are  in  their  Service,  which  will  of  Courfe  turn  their 
Thoughts  from  being  at  any  great  Expence,  or  rilking 
amy  confiderable  Body  of  their  Troops,  in  fupporting 
the  prefent  Rebellion. 

*  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  People  of  England^ 
wchave  already  from  their  Behaviour  the  greateft  Rea- 
fon  to  hope,  that  very  few  of  them  will  join  the  Re- 
bels, fhould  they  by  any  Accident  make  their  Way  in- 
to England;  but  Ihould  we  (hew  any  Indifference  or 
Coldnefs  upon  this  Occafion,  fhould  we  negle<ft  the 
Srfi  Opportunity  of  feconding  the  laudable  Zeal  that 
appears  among  the  People,  we  do  not  know  what  a 
fatal  Effect  it  might  have  without  Doors.  It  would 
certainly  either  eool  the  Zeal  of  the  People  for  their 
Sovereign,  or  give  them  but  a  very  indifferent  Opinion 
of  the  Parliament ;  which,  in  either  Cafe,  might  be 
fatal  to  our  Liberties  and  Conflitution;  On  the  other 
Hand,  if  we  fecond  the  laudable  Zeal  that  appears 
among  the  People,  if  the  fame  Spirit  prevails  within 
Doors  that  has  fo  frequently  (hewn  itfelf  without,  even 
the  moft  difaffe(Sted,  even  the  moft  cnthufiaftic  y^rc- 
hites,  will  begin  to  defpair  of  their  Caufe,  and  will  not 
dare  to  aflift  in  any  Manner,  much  lefs  join  openly  in 
the  Rebellion,  by  which  Means  it  will  remain  confined 
to  thofe  who  have  already  been  fo  mad  as  to  appear  in 
Arms  againft  the  Government  j  and  if  it  remains  con- 
fined. 
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lined  to  them,  I  truft  in  God  we  may  very  eafily  and     Anno  19. 
very  fpeedily  make  it  end  in  their  Deitrudlion.  Geo.  11.  1745, 

'  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I. cannot  think  that  any  Gen-  ^  ■  — y  -^ 
tleman  will  refufe  his  Confent  to  what  my  honourable 
Friend  has  propofed  ;  and  the  Expreffions  hehas  chofen 
are  fo  ftror.*^,  and  fo  well  adapted  to  the  Subject,  that 
I  do  not  think  they  can  be  amended  by  the  moft  zea- 
lous amongft  usi  but  I  mufl:  wifh  that  he  had  made 
his  Propofition  a  little  more  extenfive.  I  think  we 
ihould,  upon  this  Occaiion,  make  our  Acknowledg- 
ments to  his  Majefty  for  his  wife  and  well-concerted 
Meafures,  in  getting  the  Duke  of  Lorraln  chofen  Em- 
peror, and  for  his  Lndeavours  to  bring  about  a  Recon- 
ciliation between  the  Emprefs-Queen  of  Hungary  and 
the  King  of  PruJJia.  His  Succefs  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
two  great  Schemes  will  be  an  Atonement  for  all  the 
LofTes  the  Allies  have  met  with  this  laft  Campaign,  and 
will,  probably,  be  a  Foundation  for  their  triumphing 
in  the  next:  And  though  his  Majefty  did  not  fucceed 
to  his  Wifh  in  the  other,  yet  he  (hewed  what  an  Influ- 
ence he  had  upon  his  Prujfmn  Majefty,  which  is  cer- 
tainly a  good  Omen  of  the  Succefs  of  our  future  Nego- 
tiations. This  fhews  how  neceflary  his  Majefty's  laft 
Journey  to  Hanover  was,  ana  what  an  Advantage  it 
was  attended  with  to  the  Common  Caufe  in  general, 
which  of  courfe  muft,  at  laft,  be  an  Advantage  to  this 
Nation  in  particular.  Therefore  his  VVifdom  and  Vi- 
gilance deferves  our  higheft  Acknowledgments,  and 
ihould  not,  I  think,  be  neglected  upon  this  Occafion. 
I  am  fure  my  Hon.  Friend  would  not  have  neglected  it, 
if  it  had  not  been  with  a  Defign  to  avoid,  upon  this 
extraordinary  Occafion,  every  Thing  that  might  afford 
the  leaft  Pretence  for  Oppofition  ;  and  as  I  muft  allow, 
that  Unanimity  is  now  the  chiefeft  Thing  to  be  aimed 
at,  I  ftiall  not  ofter  to  add  any  Thing  to  what  he  has 
propofed,  but  conclude  with  feconding  his  Motion.* 

The  next  Speaker  was  Major  Sehvyriy  who  fpoke  to 
the  following  Effed  : 
'  Sir, 
«  The  State  of  this  Kingdom,  with  refpe£t  to  its  po-  Major  Selwyn. 
lltical  Situation,  obliges  us  not  only  to   be  more  than 
ordinarily  circunifp.dt  and  vigilant  in  a'l  our  future  Un- 
Y  3  dwtakings  •, 
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Anno  19.-  dertakijigs  ;  but  it  alfo  furniChes  you  with  fuch  a  Fund 
Qeo.  II.  1745.^  and  Variety  of  Matter,  that  I  do  not  fee  how  your  Ad- 
drefs  canbetooftrong,  or  even  too  voluminous.  It  muftj^ 
indeed,  be  allowed,  that  our  Loiles  and  Misfortunes 
both  by  Sea  and  Land,  (during  the  Courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  War)  are  but  too  confiderablc,  and  ciir  SuGcefTes 
unhappily  fhort  of  our  Expectations  j  but  as  certain 
Caufes  muft  hrave  their  certain  EfFeds,  fo  it  v^ould  be 
ridiculous  and  abfurd  to  impute  that  to  Chance,  or  to 
think  that  Fortune,  which  of  all  Things  is  the  mod 
variable,  could  for  any  Series  of  Time  continue  the 
fame  Courfe,  unlefs  fupported  by  Virtue  :  No  ;  the  fecret 
Counfels  of  God  are  impenetrable,  but  the  Ways  by 
which  he  accomplices  his  Defigns,  are  often  evidento 
When  he  intends  to  exalt  a  People,  he  fills  both  them 
jmd  their  Leaders  with  Virtue  fuitable  to  the  Attain- 
jiient  of  his  Ends,  and  takes  away  all  Wifdom  and 
Valour  from  thofe  he  refolves  todeilroy. 

*  Hiftory  abounds  with  Inftances  of  this  Kind ;  for 
thus    the  Pride  of  the  Bahylonians  and  Affyrians  fell, 
through   the  i^afenefs  of  Sardinapolusy  and   the  great 
City  was  taken  whilft  B£i/hazzar  lay  drunk,    and  was 
overtaken  amongft  his  Proftitutes :    And  I  could  wifh 
that  nothing  of  the  like  Nature  had  happened  in  thefe 
our  Days,  iince  the  Commencement,    at  leaft,    of  the 
prefent  War,  but   more  efpecially  that  fatal  Mifcarri- 
age  of  our  Fleet   off  Toulon^    in  the    Mediterranean^ 
■where,    for   Want   of  common  Condu£):,  as  well   as 
Courage,  we  were  not  only  beaten,    but   drove  by  an 
inferior  Force,  and  that  too  proved  beyond  all  Contra- 
di£lion,  eife  we  had   not  fuffered  the  French  to  retalce 
the  Podere^   a  large  Ship  of  the  Spaniards^  with  an  Offi- 
cer and  Men   of  ours  on  board  her  ;    but  the  French 
^ang^ed  their  Tack  upon  us  in  the  Evening  of  the  Day 
of  A6lion,  and  we  accordingly  changed  ours^  and  man- 
fully ran  from  them  ;  and  our  late  Defeat  in  the  North 
carries  with  it  fomething  fo  fhocking  in  the  Nature  of 
it,  that  one  can  fcarce  conceive  it  polTible,  that  entire 
Corps  of  Dragoons  of  thirty  Years  {landing,  unoppo- 
fed  by  any  Sort  of  Cavalry,  fhould  aft  a  Part  that  the 
very  Banditti  Foot,  whom  they  fhould  have  e^igaged, 
ynuft  have  been  afhamed  of. 

'  Thi5, 
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'  This,  Sir,  is  that  Sort  of  Phenomenon,  which,  at  Anno  19.* 
the  Beginning  of  all  Civil  Commotions,  always  excites  ^^°"  ^^'  ^745* 
the  fuperlHtious  Herd  to  take  that  as  due  to  their  ^- — v—  — -' 
Merit,  which  was  nothing  but  the  natural  EfFecls  of  a 
fhameful  lethargic  Caufe,  in  thofe  who  ihould  have 
kept  a  better  Look-out;  elfe  why  was  that  unhappy 
Country,  not  a  little  prone  to  raifchievous  Infurrec- 
tions,  left  to  the  Care  of  Irifi  Troops,  if  of  any  Re- 
ligion., ^perhaps,  in  all  Probability,  Roman  CathoUcks^ 
in  Conjunction  with  a  few  raw,  undifciplined  Foot, 
juft  fufficient  to  render  the  Man  that  commanded  them 
xnore  an  ObjeCl  of  Com paflion  than  Animadverfion  ; 
for  the  avoiding  of  an  Engagement  at  too  great  an 
Odds,  was  always  an  Argument  of  better  Conduct:  in 
a  "General,  than  attacking  at  the  Head  of  fuch  a  Rab- 
ble-Rout as  he  knew  were  not  to  be  depended  upon, 

'  Sir.,  the  Abfurdity  of  our  Negotiations  abroad  for 
fome  Time  part,  accounts  for  the  many  Difafters  thar 
have  fo  lately  befallen  us,  and  more  that  may  befall  r 
For  who  can  look  back  into  the  State  of  our  foreign 
Affairs,  but  muft  obrerve,  that  we  have  been  doing 
little  elfe  for  above  twenty  Years,  befides  pulling  down 
with  one  Hand  and  fetting  up  again  with  the  other  ; 
fo  that  a  Drum  was  never  to  best  in  Germany ^  but  we, 
Knight-Errant-iike,  thought  we  muft  have  Recourfe 
to  Arms.  Thus  are  we  ftili  fo  ridiculouiiy  fond  of  in* 
terpofing  upon  the  Continent,  nor  are  we  ever  like  to 
beroufed  out  of  our  prefent  ruinous  Infatuation,  until 
NecelHty  forces  us  to  prize  that  Situation  wherein  kind 
Nature  bath  placed  us,  in  an  Illand  independent  of 
the  mightieft  iMonarch  upon  the  Continent,  who,  for- 
merly, was  proud  of  receiving  our  Laws  :  But  (huuld 
we  perfift  in  wantoning  away  our  Vitals  in  others  Quar- 
rels, how  foon  may  we  become  an  eafy  Prey,  either 
to  fuch  foreign  or  domeftic  Foes  as  ihali  take  it  in 
their  Heads  to  diflrefs  us?  And  thus  from  our  having 
been  once  a  powerful,  nay,  infultins;  State,  we  mufl 
t.hen  dwindle  down  to  that  .of  an  infignificant,  petty 
Province. 

'  Sir,  what  Advantage  ever  accrued  to  this  Nation 
by  the  Vidiories  of  our  two  moft  renowned  Heroes, 
^dwardWi.  and  HenryY .  which  they  gained  in  France  ? 
,Or  what  got  srf^  but  Glorv,  at  the  famous  Battle  of 

Y4  Crejfy, 
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Creffy,  where,  according  to  the  Words  of  a  moft  cq- 
-  lebrated  Poet,  the  Englijh,  with  half  their  Forces, 
could  entertain  the  full  Pride  of  France^  whilft  the 
other  Half  ftood  laughijig  by,  and  out  of  Work,  and 
cold  for  want  of  Aaion  ?  But  we  were  then,  as  at 
many  other  fubfequent  Times,  fmiled  upon  by  Mars. 
as  his  Favourites,  and  why  he  hath,  upon  many  late 
Occafions,  changed  his  Countenance,  is  eafily  enough 
to  be  accounted  for.  However,  let  us  now  aa  like 
Men,  and  fuch  Subjeas  as  have  no  Notion  of  parting 
with  a  Prince,  that  harh  always  made  the  Laws  of  the 
Land  the  Rule  of  his  Government ;  So  that  I  fiiall  al- 
ways look  upon  the  Projea  of  invading  this  Ifland  by  a 
foreign  Force  as  ridiculous  and  abfurd,  fo  long  as  we 
enjoy  our  Religion,  Laws,  and  Liberties,  in  as  ample 
a  Manner  as  was  ever  known  to  us,  or  any  of  our 
Anceftors. 

«  Sir,  who  does  not  know  that  Revolutions  in  States 
are  the  natural  Confeqliences  of  unpopular  and  oppref-. 
five  Meafures,  fuch  as,  God  be  thanked,  no  Troops 
of  this  Nation  yet  were  ever  able,  or  willing,  to  de- 
fend  ?  For  an  Inftance  of  which,  we  need  look  no  far- 
ther back  than  the  Year  88,  in  Confequence  of  which 
Revolution,  we  are  now  blelTed  with  the  prefent  Royal 
Family ;  fo  that  as  the  bad  Meafures  of  that  Reign 
were  fo  conducive  to  thofe  good  Things  we  now  en^ 
joy  ;  why  then,  nothing  but  the  Reverfe  of  fuch  Mea- 
sures can  fo  effeairaljy  fecure  the  Continuance  of  them 
in  this  Land  to  us  and  our  Pofterity. 

*  Sir,  altho'  our  late  as  well  as  prefent  Meafures  are 
far  from  being  calculated  to  the  true  Intereft  of  this 
Nation,  yet  I  flatter  myfelf  that  every  Gentleman  muft 
be  convinced  that  the  Projea  of  fupplying  the  prefent 
Lmprefs  with  Money  inftead  of  Men,  was  the  moft 
eligible,  and  efpecially  after  the  repeated  Rcmon- 
Urances  of  the  Dutch  againfl:  our  fending  over  Troops 
toFlanden^  and  after  aiTuring  our  then  right  worthy 
Negotiator  that  they  were  in  no  Capacity  to  comply 
with  the  Treaty  of  17 14.  And  is  it  not  too  notorious, 
how  fhamefullv-fhfey  have  aaed  upon  the  Defenfive, 
whereby  our  Troops  have  had  the  Mortification  ro  fce 
the  Glory  of  the  late  War  totally  reverfed,  by  the  Lofs 
cr  Hlnioft  all  FlandeA  in  or.e  Campaign.     Surely,  Sir, 
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a  Patriot  of  above  twenty  Years  in  the  Oppofitlon,  Anno  19. 
muft  have  been  ftrangely  out  of  Luck,  when  in  Con-  Geo.  ii.  .745. 
fequence  of  his  firft  and  favourite  Scheme,  after  com-^  ^"■"''''^"  "^ 
ing  into  Power,  by  flrenuoiifly  fupporting  a  deO^ruc- 
tive  Land-War,  by  which  the  Nation  was  drained  of 
her  Defence,  he  kindled  fuch  a  Flarne  in  his  native 
Country,  as  requires  no  lefs  than  a  foreign  Aid  to  extin- 
guifh  it.  However,  let  us  tajce  the  Advice  his  Majefty 
gave  us  this  Day  from  th^  Throne,  and  act  Hke  Men; 
then  we  fhall  not  be  unreafonably  terrified  upon  any 
Occafion  whatfoever:  Let  ug  follow  ^Ifo  the  Example  of 
our  gallant  Anceftors,  whofe  religious  Attachment  to 
facrcd  Tilings  made  them  always  look  upon  the  Ene- 
mies of  their  Peace  with  Scorn  and  Derifion  ;  for  Fear 
is  nothing  but  a  betraying  of  the  Succours  which  Rea- 
fon  offers  ;  and  as  I  am  one  of  thofe  that  defire  to  live 
but  in  the  Fear  of  God  only,  and  as  I  honour  my 
King,  I  fhali  therefore  be  for  the  Addrefs.' 

Sir  Francis  Dajhvoood  next  delivered  himfelf   to  this 
EfFea: 
'Sir, 

'  The  Motion  made  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman  upon  ^\^  Francis 
this  Occafion,  is  fo  modefl  and  fo  general,  that  I  fhall  Daihwood. 
be  very  far  from  oppofing  it.  I  fhall  not  even  pretend 
to  alter  or  amend  any  Part  of  what  he  has  been  pleafed 
to  propofe ;  but  1  am  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  his 
Hon.  Friend,  who  feconded  his  Motion  :  I  think  it  is 
too  fhort.  I  differ,  indeed,  from  that  Gentleman  with 
refpe^t  to  the  Subject- Matter  of  what,  I  think,  ought 
to  have  been  added  upon  this  QccafiGH.  As  his  Ma- 
jefly  has  not,  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  com- 
municated any  Thing  to  us  of  Foreign  Affairs:  As  we 
have  no  Parliamentary  Knowledge  of  an  Emperor's 
being  chofen,  nor  of  his  Majefly's  Endeavours  to 
bring  about  a  Reconciliation  between  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  and  King  of  PruJJia^  we  can  take  no  Notice 
of  either  in  our  Addrefs  :  And  fuppofe  both  had  been 
communicated  ;  fuppofe,  likewife,  hisMajefty  had  met 
vith  as  much  Succefs  in  reconciling  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary and  King  of  Prujfia,  as  he  did  in  getting  the 
Duke  of  Lorrain  chofen  Emperor,  I  do  not  fee  hov7 
jt  could  have  fnewn  the  NectlTity  of  his  Majefly's  Jour- 
ney 
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Anno  19.       ney  to  Hanover',  becaufe  both  thefe  AfFairs  might  have 
t'^'lL^^'j  been  as  well,  and  as  eafily,  conduaed  at  St.  James's 
as  at  Herenhaufen. 

'  In  my  Opinion,  Sir,  when  any  great  Affair  is 
upon  the  Anvil,  in  which  this  Nation  is  particularly, 
as  well  as  generally  concerned,  his  Majefty's  being  in 
or  near  London  is  abfolutely  necefTary ;  becaufe  in  fuch 
Affairs,  I  hope,  nothing  of  Moment  is  refolved  on, 
without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Britijh  Pi  ivy  Council, 
confequently,  his  Majeily's  being  at  Hanover  muft  ve- 
ry much  retard  the  Execution  of  ail  fuch  Refolutions; 
for  if  the  Meafure  be  firfl:  refolved  oa  by  the  Privy 
jCouncil  here,  it  muft  be  fent  to  Hanover  for  his  M^a- 
jefty's  Approbation  ;  and  if  it  be  firft  refolved  on  by 
liis  Majelly  at  Hanover,  it  muft  be  fent  to  London  for 
the  Approbation  of  the  Privy  Council  here,  before  the 
leaft  Step  be  made  p wards  carrying  it  into  E^iecution. 
And  as  the  utmoft  Difpatch  is  often  neceffary  in  poli- 
tical Affairs,  his  Majefty^s  being  at  Hanover,  when 
any  Tranfaflion  of  great  Moment  is  upon  the  Anvil, 
may,  therefore,  be  of  the  moft  fatal  Confequence  to 
this  Nation,  as  well  as  to  Europe  in  general. 

*  Thefe  are  my  Reafons,  Sir,  for  differing  ffom  the 
Jlon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  Subjeft- Matter  of  what,  I 
think,  ought  to  be  added  to  the  Addrefs  propofed  ;  but 
ftilll  agree  with  him  in  this,  that  fomething  ought  to 
be  added.  Sir,  at  a  Tjme  when  we  are  in  fuch  immi- 
nent domeftic  Danger :  At  a  Time  when  we  may  fo 
probably  haveOccafion  for  the  Hands  as  well  as  Purfes 
of  the  People,  furely,  we  ought  to  fay  fomething  for 
convincing  them,  that  we  have  a  Regard  for  theif 
Rights  and  Privileges,  as  well  as  for  the  Pofts,  Places, 
and  lucrative  Employments  that  many,  perhaps,  moft 
of  us  enjoy.  That  by  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent  Re- 
bellion the  People  would  be  divefted  of  their  Right? 
and  Privileges,  is  a  Queftion  that  is,  perhaps,  doubted 
by  many  in  this  Kingdom  ;  but  that  our  prefent  Place- 
men would  be  thereby  divefted  of  the  Places  they  now 
enjoy,  and  that  many  others  would  be  thereby  defeated 
of  their  Expectations,  is  a  Queftion  that  is  doubted  by 
none.  We  fhould,  therefore,  be  careful  to  prevent 
the  People's  having  any  Ground  to  irnagine,  that  our 
Abhorrence  of  the  Rebellion  does  not  proceed  from  ouj: 

Fears 
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Fears  of  their  being  deprived  of  their  Rights  and  Pfi'  /^nno  19. 
vileges,  but  from  our  Fears  of  being  ourfeives  de-  Geo.  11.  174$, 
prived  of  the  Pofls,  Places,  and  lucrative  Employments, 
We  now  enjoy  or  cxpe6l ;  and  this  the  People  will  be 
very  apt  to  imagine,  if  v/e  do  not,  upon  this  Occafion, 
as  warmly  exprefs  our  Zeal  for  fupporting  our  prefent 
happy  Conftitution,  as  v/e  do  our  ZeaJ  for  fupporting 
our  prefent  happy  Eftablifiiment. 

*  That  there  is  a  DifFerence,  Sir,  between  our  Con- 
ftitution and  Eilabliftiment :  That  under  the  latter 
the  former  may  be  deftroyed,  and,  confequently,  the 
People  divefled  of  their  Rights  and  Privileges,  no  one 
can  deny,  who  confiders  the  fatal  EfFeds  of  Corruption; 
nor  can  any  Man  pretend,  that  the  People  are  not  fen- 
fible  of  this  DifFerence,  if  he  refleds  upon  the  Inftruc- 
tions  that  have  been  given  by  the  People  in  all  Parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  their  Reprefentatives  in 
this  Houfe.  That  the  Danger  to  which  our  Conftitu- 
tion may  be  expofed  by  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent  Re- 
bellion, is  rnore  imminent,  no  Man,  I  believe,  will 
openly  deny  ;  but  that  the  Danger,  to  which  it  may 
be  expofed  by  the  Succefs  of  Corruption,  is  more  cer- 
tain, every  Man  muft  grant,  who  is  not  biafl'ed  by 
the  Poft  or  Penfion  by  which  his  tfead  is  confounded, 
though  his  Heart  may  not,  perhaps,  be  as  yet  corrupted. 
Should  the  Rebellion  be  crowned  with  Succef?,  which, 
1  think,  we  are  in  very  little  Danger  of,  our  Conftitu- 
tion may  be  preferved  even  by  the  good  Senfe  of  the 
pretender  himfelf,  if  he  has  any,  becaufe  a  conftitu- 
tional,  limited  Monarchy  is  more  fecure,  and,  confe- 
quently, more  eligible  to  a  King  of  good  Senfe,  than 
the  moft  abfolute  one  *,  but  the  lingular  Misfortune  of 
Corruption  is,  that  a  King  may  thereby  be  rendered 
abfolute,  even  without  his  defigning  it,  or  knowing 
any  Thing  of  it,  till  it  becomes  impoifible  for  him  to 
govern  by  any  other  Means. 

'  Gentlemen,  I  fee.  Sir,  are  furprized  at  fuch  a  new 
and  extraordinary  Doctrine ;  but  there  is  nothing 
more  plain,  if  we  confider  the  Nature  of  Govern- 
ment, and  the  only  two  Methods  by  which  it  can  be 
fupported.  No  Man,  I  believe,  ever  fuppofed,  that 
a  Government  can  be  fupported  by  a  King,  or  other 
fupreme  Magiftrate,  by  himfelf  alone.  He  muft  have 
3  Majority^  or,  at  icaft,  a  great  Niimber  of  People  en- 
gaged 


Anno  19.     gaged  with  him  to  fupport  the  Government,   and  tho'fe. 
G«o.  11. 1745.  Men   muft   be    engaged    by   the  public  Intereft,    or 
each   Man   by  his  own   private  Intereft.     The  Mul- 
titude,   I  (hall  grant,    may   be   kept  in  Awe  by  their 
Fears;  but  the  moft  abfolute,  the  moft  arbitrary  Tyrant 
muft  have  a  Number  of  Men  engaged  by  their  private 
Intereft  fufficient   to   imprefs  that  Fear.     One  fingle 
Man  may,  by  his  Authority,  perfuade  a  Multitude,  but 
a  finale  Man  never  can  frighten  a  Multitude.     Every 
Government  muft,  therefore,  have  a  Number  of  Men 
for  its  Support,  and  thofc  Men  muft  be  kept   engaged 
to  do  fo    by  the   public,    or  by  their  private  Intereft, 
When   thofe  who  fupport   th©'  Government  are  en- 
gaged to  4o  fo  by  the  public  Intereft  alone,  or  by  that 
chiefly,  it  is  a  free  Government,  even  though  by  its 
Form  it  be  fupremely  adminiftered  by  one  fole  Monarch. 
But  when  they  who  fupport  the  Government,  are  en- 
gaged to  do  fo  by  their  private  Intereft  alone,  or  by 
that  chiefly,  it  is  an  abfolute  Government,  even  tho*^ 
by  its  Form  it  be  fupremely  adminiftered  by   King, 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  fuch  a  Government  can  be 
fupported  no  Way  but  by  Corruption.     If  fuch  a  Go- 
vernment be  fupremely  adminiftered  by  a  fole  Monarch, 
he  muft  have  a  mercenary  Army  for  his  Support,    and 
Money  enough  to  hire  or  corrupt  them  ;    and  if  fuch 
a  Government  be,    by  its  Form,  fupremely  adminif- 
tered by  a  King  and  Parliament,  he  muft  hav^  Money 
enough  to  hire,  or  corrupt  his  mercenary  Parliament, 
as  well  as  his  mercenary  Army. 

*  To  apply  this.  Sir,  to  our  Conftitution,  and  to 
fhew,  that  by  Corruption  our  King  may,  without  his 
Knowledge,  be  rendered  not  only  abfolute,  but  un- 
able to  govern  by  any  other  Means.  It  is  very  certain, 
that  the  Freedom  of  our  Conftitution  confifts  in  every 
Man's  being  diredled,  with  refpedl:  to  his  Way  of 
Voting,  both  at  Elections  and  in  Parliament,  by  the 
public  Intereft  alone,  or  by  that  chiefly :  Whilft  this 
continues  to  be  the  Cafe,  our  Conftitution  will  be  pre-" 
ferved,  and  we  fliall  continue  to  be  a  free  People.  For 
this  Purpofc,  a  public  and  difmterefted  Spirit  muft  be 
propagated  and  preferved  among  the  People,  and  it 
will  always  be  the  King's  Intereft  to  do  fo,  becaufe  he 
can  have  no  Intereft  feparate  or  diftin(^  from  that  of 
hi?  People,    But  Minifters  have  often  a  private  Intereft 

which 
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which  is  diftinft  from,  and  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Peo^  Anno  ig. 
pie;  and  when  any  fuch  Man  happens  unfortunately  to  ^^°-  ^i*  '745- 
become  the  King's  Prime  Minifter,  he  will  make  it  ' 
his  Bufinefs  to  root  out  all  public  Spirit,  and  to  plant 
a  felfifh  Spirit  in  its  Stead.  All  the  Favours  of  the 
Crown,  and  all  the  Pofts  and  Offices  in  the  King- 
dom, will  be  beftowed,  not  upon  thofe  that  deferve 
them,  or  are  qualified  for  them,  but  upon  thofe  that 
vote  in  Parliament,  or  at  Elections,  according  to  his 
Direction,  and  without  any  Regard  to  the  national  In- 
tereft.  This  a  cunning  Minifter  may  do,  without  its 
being  poflible  for  the  King  to  difcover  it ;  becaufe  the 
King  can  know  the  Merits  or  Qualifications  but  of  a 
very  few  of  his  Subjeds.  By  fuch  Means  a  felfifh, 
venal  Spirit,  may  be  introduced  into  Parliament,  and 
from  thence  propagated  through  the  whole  Nation; 
and  then,  if  the  King  has  but  Money  enough,  or  lu- 
crative Places  and  Offices  enough  at  his  Difpofal,  which 
a  corrupt  Parliament  will  always  take  Care  to  provide 
for  him,  he  becomes,  without  his  defigning  it,  as  ab- 
folute  as  if  he  had  no  Parliament  at  all,  and  may  a6t  in 
a  more  oppreffive  Manner  than  any  fole  Monarch  can 
venture  to  do,  becaufe  he  has  the  Sanation  of  Parlia- 
ment for  every  Thing  he  does,  and  has  the  principal 
Families  in  the  Kingdom  engaged  to  juftify  his  Mea- 
fures. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  our  King  may  be  made  abfolute  without 
his  having  ever  entertained  any  Defign  againft  our  Li- 
berties, and  the  Poifon  being  once  thoroughly  difFufed, 
which  it  may  be  by  fuch  a  Minifter's  continuing  long 
at  the  Head  of  the  Adminiftration,  it  will  then  be  im- 
poflible  for  the  King  to  fupport  his  Government  with- 
out Corruption  ;  for  v*/hen  the  public  Intereft  is  con- 
fidered  by  no  Man,  or  but  by  a  very  few,  when  the 
Whole,  or  a  great  Majority  of  the  People,  are  adua- 
ted  by  nothing  but  felfifh,  mercenary  Views,  can  the 
King  expeft  to  have  his  Government  fupported  by  a 
Majority  in  Parliament,  Let  his  Meafures  be  never  io 
much  calculated  for  the  public  Good,  unlefs  he  makes 
it  their  private  Interefl  to  do  fo  ?  While  he  can  do  this 
he  may  expe^St  to  reign,  he  may  expert  to  reign  abib- 
lutely,  and  yet  according  to  Law;  but  the  Moment  he 
ceafes  to  do  this^.  or  ceafes  being  able  to  do  this,  he 

muft 
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Anso  T9.  mufl  cither  put  an  End  to  Parliaments,  ot  the  Parllzt- 
Geo.ii.i745.  nie,,t  will  put  an  End  to  his  Reign;  for  all  thofe  wh6 
find  they  cannot  oiake  their  Market  of  him,  will  join 
againft  him,  in  Hopes  of  making  a  better  Market  of 
his  Succelibr. 

*  I  muft  therefot-e  thinkj  Sir^  we  Carttlot  do  a  better 
Service  to  our  Sovereign,  than  by  paffing  fuch  Laws  as 
are  necelTary  for  putting  a  Stop  to  the  Progrefs  of 
Corruption,  and  reviving  a  public  and  difmterefted  Spi- 
rit among  the  People  ;  and  as  the  People  have  loudly 
«^alled  for  (bme  fach  Law's  being  pafied,  we  cannot  take 
a  more  proper  Opportunity  for  introducing  them,  be- 
caufe  it  will  confirm  and  ftrengthen  that  Spirit,  which 
DOw  appears  among  the  People  without  Doors  in  Fa- 
vour of  our  prefent  Eftablifhment,  and  will  make  them 
more  ready  to  venture  their  Lives  in  Support  of  the 
Govern ment,  fliould  any  future  Succefs  of  the  Rebels^ 
or  the  Landing  of  any  foreign  Troops  make  it  niecef^ 
fary  for  us  to  call  for  the  Affiftance  of  their  Hands  as 
well  as  their  Purfes. 

'  What  our  Minifters  may  think,  Sir,  I  do  not  khowj 
having  little  or  no  Correfpondence  with  any  of  them  $ 
but  as  they  enjoy  the  greateft  Advantages  under  our 
prefent  Government,  and  as  the  People  have  fo  gene* 
rally  fhewn  themfelves  zealous  for  fupporting  that  Go- 
vernment, under  which  they,  in  particular,  enjoy  fd 
many  Advantages,  1  am  fure,  every  other  Man  thinks^ 
they  are  in  Gratitude  bound  to  give  Satisfaction  to 
the  People,  with  regard  to  thofe  Laws,  which  they 
think  fo  neceflary  for  fecuring  their  Liberties  againft 
the  fatal  EfFe6ls  of  Corruption.  Therefore^  I  do  ex- 
pe<Sl,  in  this  Seffion,  to  fee  a  very  extraordinary  Change 
in  the  Condudt  of  our  Minifters.  Though  in  former 
Seffions  they  have  oppofed  every  fuch  Law,  yet  now,  I 
hope,  they  will  themfelves  be  the  Introducers,  atid  the 
Promoters  of  every  one  of  thofe  Laws,  which  the  Peo- 
ple have  fo  long  called  for  in  vain  ;  and  if  I  fhould 
have  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  fuch  a  Change  in  their  Con- 
du6t,  I  make  no  Doubt  of  having  the  Pleafure  to  fee 
every  one  of  thofe  Bills  pafTed  into  Laws,  without 
any  Oppofition  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament; 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  Hopes  I  conceive  from  that  Spi- 
rit which  has  appeared  among  the  People,  for  fup- 
porting 
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porting  our  prefent  moft  excellent  Government,   and     Anno  iq* 

our  prefent  moft  wife  Adminiftration.     This  is^^o.  ii.  i7^S^^ 

the  Return  of  Gratitude  I  expe(5t  from  our  Minifters,  ' 
who  have  always  fhevvn  themfelves  moft  grateful  to 
thofe  that  have  ferved  them  in  this  Houfe,  or  at  Elec- 
tions ;  and,  I  hope,  they  will  not  be  lefs  grateful  to 
thofe  who  have  (liewn  themfelves  ready  to  ferve  their 
King  and  Country  at  a  Time  of  fuch  imminent  Dan- 
ger. This  Return,  lam  fure,  the  People  expect  i  and, 
I  think,  we  ftiould  take  this  ^ft  Opportunity  to  give 
them  fome  Hopes  of  their  not  meeting  with  a  Difap- 
pointment.  As  we  do  not  know  how  foon  the  Rebels 
may  enter  England,  as  we  do  not  know  how  foon  an 
Army  of  foreign  Troops  may  be  landed  amongft  us, 
we  ought  not,  in  Prudence,  to  let  fiip  this  firft  Oppor- 
tunity of  convincing  the  People,  that  there  is  nothing 
they  can  deiire  for  fecuring  their  Liberties,  but  what 
they  may  expect  from  this  Government,  and  from  this 
Seflion  of  Parliament. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  think  it  neceilary  to  add 
fomething  to  our  Addrefs  on  this  Occafion,  therefore  i 
have  prepared  an  additional  Paragraph  3  and  I  muft 
humbly  move,  that  it  may  be  added  to  what  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe.  The  addi- 
l^nal  Paragraph  I   have  prepared  is  in   thefe  Words  : 

*  And  in  order  to  the  firmer  Eftabliftiment  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefi^^  Throne  on  the  folid   and    truly  glorious  Bans 

*  of  his  People's  Affe£tions,  it  fhall  be  our  zealous  asd 

*  fpeedyCare  to  frame  fuch  Bills  as  (if  pafted  into  Laws) 

*  may  prove  moft  effe6tual  for  fecuring  to  his  Majef- 

*  ty's   faithful  Subjects,  the    perpetual   Enjoyment  of 

*  their  undoubted  Right,  to  be  freely  and  fairly  repre- 

*  fented    in   Parliaments,    frequently  chofen,  and  ex- 

*  empted  from  undue  Influence  of  every  Kind  :    Far 

*  eafmg  their  Minds  in  Time  to  come,  of  the  Appre- 
*-  henfions  they  might  entertain  cf  feeing  Abufcs  in 
«  Offices  rendered  perpetual,    without   the  feafonable 

*  Jnterpofitioa  of  Parliament  to  reform  them  ;  and  for 
'  railing  in  every  true  Lover  of  bis   Kjng  and  Coun- 

*  try,  the   pieafmg  Hopes  of  beholding  thefe  Realms 

*  once  more  reftored  to  that  happy  and  flourifhing  State 

*  which  may  reflect  the  higheft  Honour  on  his  ivla- 
♦jefty's  Reign,  and  caufe  Poftericy  to  look  back  witb 

^  Vent- 
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Anno  J9.      '  Veneration  and  Gratitude  on  the  Source  of  their  na^ 
Geo.  II.  1745-    <  tional  Felicity.* 

In  Support   of  this  Addition,  Sir  'John  Phillips  e^- 
preiled  himfelf  as  follows : 
'Sir, 
Sir  John  Phil-         'The  Opinion  my  Hon.  Friend  has  of  what  we 
^'P'*  ought  to  do  upon  this  Occafion,  and  the  Addition  he 

has  propofed  to  be  made  to  Our  Addrefs,  are  fo  agree* 
able  to  my  Way  of  thinking,  that  I  cannot  avoid 
Handing  up  to  fecond  his  Motion.  I  (hall  readily  con- 
cur with  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  think,  that  we  ought, 
upon  this  Occafion,  to  exprefs,  in  the  warmeft  Terms, 
our  Loyalty  to  our  King,  and  our  fteady  Refolution  to 
fupport  him  againft  all  his  Enemies,  both  foreign  and 
domeftic  \  and,  1  hope,  they  will  concur  with  me, 
and,  I  believe,  many  other  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe, 
that  we  ought  at  the  fame  Time,  and  with  the  fame 
.Energy,  to  exprefs  our  Fidelity  to  our  Country,  and 
our  fteady  Refolution  to  fupport  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  againft  the  fatal  EfFed^s  of  Corruption,  which, 
in  my  Opinion,  ar^^  as  much  to  be  dreaded,  as  any 
EfFeds  that  can  enfue  from  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent 
Rebellion. 

*  Prom  arbitrary  Power  eftablifhed  in  -our  prefent 
Royal  Family,  and  fupported  by  a  corrupt  Parliament, 
and  a  mercenary  ftanding  Army,  I  fhall  grant.  Sir, 
we  are  in  no  immediate  Danger  of  Ptf/>^ry ;  but  the 
certain  Confequence  will  be  a  general  Depravity  of 
Manners,  and  a  total  Extin6^ion  of  Religion  of  every 
Kind  ;  and  then,  if  Chance,  or  any  foreign  View, 
IKould  make  fome  future  King,  even  of  our  prefent 
Royal  Family,  turn  Papijl^  which  is  far  from  being  im- 
poifible,  how  could  we  guard  againft  the  Introdudlion 
and  Eftabliftiment  of  Popery  ?  To  a  Man  v\'ho  has  no 
Religion  at  all,  it  fignifies  nothing  what  Sort  of  Reli- 
gion is  eftablifhed  ;  for  he  will  always  make  that  Sort, 
or  Se£i,  his  Profeflion,  which  he  finds  moft  fuitable 
to  his  Intcreft  ;  confequently,  fuch  a  King  would  meet 
with  no  Oppofition  from  the  People  ;  and  our  Laws 
againft  Popery  would  be  no  Bar  to  his  Intentions,  be- 
caufc  every  one  of  them  would,,  at  his  Defire,  be 
repealed  by  a  corrupt  Parliament  j   therefore,  the  only 

fure 
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fure  and  lading  Fence  we  can   have  againft  Popery^  is      Anno  19. 

the  Prefervation  of  our  Coriftitution.     VVhilft  the  Peo-  ^^o*  i^-  i745« 
pie  continue  to  have  any  Religion,    and  are  generally 
fincere  Protejiants^  no  King,  fhould  he  turnPapiJi  him- 
felf,  can  have  it  in  his  Power  to  introduce,  much  lefs 
eftablifh  Popery  amongft  us,  if  the  People  be  freely  and 
fairly  reprefented  in   Parliament ;    but  a   Government 
that  propofes  to  fupport  itfelf  by  Corruption,  muft,  at 
the  fame  Time,  endeavour  to  abolifh  all  Principles  of 
Honour  and  Religion ;  for  a  Man  who  has  any  Princi- 
ple of  either,  will  never,  from  any  felfifli  Motive,  give 
his  Vote,  in  Parliament,   or  at  Elections,  againft  what 
he  knows  to  be  the  true  Intereft  of  his  Country.     Such 
a  Government  muft  neceflarily  condud  itfelf  in  direct 
Oppofition  to  all  the  Maxims  of  true  Policy :  Merit  of 
every  Kind  will  be  difregarded.  Religion  will  be  laughed 
at,  and  Patriotifm  turned  into  Ridicule :    Libertinifm 
will  be  encouraged.  Avarice  will  be  fed,  and  Luxury 
will  be  propagated,  in  order  to  render  the  Operation 
of  Corruption  the  more  eafy,  and  its  Eff^cfl  the  more 
certain.     And  when  the  People  are  generally  and  tho- 
roughly corrupted,    which,    becaufe   of  our  frequent 
Eledions,  they  muft  be,  before  the  Government  can, 
for    its  Support,   depend  upon  Corruption  alone,  the 
Church  of  Rome,   whofe  Politicks  we  have  more  Rea- 
fon  to  dread  than  her  Power,  will  have  a  much  more 
eafy  and  certain  Game  to  play,  than  that  of  forcing 
the  Pretender  upon  us, 

*  This,*  Sir,  they  can  never  do,  as  long  as  we  have 
any  Religion,  Virtue,  or  Courage  amongft  us;  and 
fhould  they,  by  any  extraordinary  Mifchance,  fucceed, 
th^  Pretender  and  they  together  would  find  it  a  very 
difficult  Tafk,  to  convert  a  whole  Nation  of  religious 
and  fincere  ProteJIants  to  Popery  :  BefTdes,  they  could 
not  be  fure  of  the  Pretender'^s  not  ferving  them  as 
Henry  YV.  of  France  ferved  the  Prcteftants  of  that 
Kingdom  :  After  they  had  helped  him  to  the  Throne, 
fuppoftng  him  a  Man  of  Senfe  and  no  Bigot,  he  might 
very  probably,  for  his  own  Eafe  and  Security,  declare 
himfeJf  of  the  fame  Religion  with  the  Majority  of  his 
Suhjedts.  But  (hould  we  lofe  our  Liberties  by  Corrup- 
tion, and  of  Courfe  our  Religion  and  Virtue,  if  the 
Church  of  i^^w^  could  find  Means  to  convert  our  King 
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Anno  79.  then  upon  the  Throne,  their  Bufinefs  would  be  donf » 
fr«).  II.  174^  Q^j.  ;^^TQ|5j|jj.y  having  no  Religion,  would  in  Cdm- 
plaifance,  or  in  order  to  recommend  themfelves  to 
their  Sovereicin,  declare  themfelves  PapiJIs',  and  th^ 
Majority  of  the  People  having  as  little  Religion  as  they, 
■vvould  lollow  their  Example. 

*  Surely,  Sir,  it  will  not  be  faid  to  be  impoffible  to 
fuppofe  that  any  future  King,  even  of  our  prefent  Royal 
Family,  can  ever  be  cohveited  to  Popery.  How  many 
Kings  have  been  perfuaded  to  change  their  Religion  by 
a  favourite  Wife  or  Miftrefs  ?  How  many  from  poli- 
tical Views?  The  Crown  of  Poland,  but  of  late  Years, 
inade  one  Protefiant  Prince  declare  himfelf  Papifl^ 
though  all  his  then  Subjeds  were  Protejiants,  and  very 
zealous  Protejiants  too.  The  Imperial  Crov.'n  of  Ger- 
piany,  we  know,  is  elective  j  and  a  View  of  that 
Crown  may  induce  {<jmQ  future  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  declare  himfelf  Papiji,  if  he  has  a  corrupt  Par- 
liament, thatj  at  his  Defire,,  will  be  ready  to  repeal 
that  Law  by  which  Papijh  are  excluded  -from  thfe 
Crown  and  Government  of  thefe  Realms.  We  have 
therefore  no  infallible  Security  againft  Popery^  but  the 
Prefervation  of  our  Conftitution ;;  and  for  this  Reafon, 
nothing  can  be  more  proper  than  to  declare  our  Refo- 
lution,  that  we  will  take  Care  to  frame  fuch  Bills  as 
are  neccffary  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Conftitution 
againft  Corruption,  at  the  fame  Time  that  we  declare 
pur  Refolution  to  fupport  his  Majcfty  againft  a  Popiftj 
Pretender. 

'This  is  not  only  proper,  Sir,  but  necefTary  upon 
the  prefent  Occafion,  in  order  to  convince  the  World, 
that  we  are  true  Protejiants  as  well  as  loyal  Subjeils; 
and  that  thtrefore  we  are  refolved  to  keep  every  Door 
bolted,  by  which  Popery  can  make  its  Way  into  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  if  we  are  refolved  to  frame  and  pafs, 
in  this  SefHon,  any  Bills  that  may  be  efledual  againft 
Corruption,  I  am  fure  no  Obje61:ion  can  be  made 
sgainft  our  declaring  in  our  Addrefs,  that  we  will  do 
fo.  I  hope,  we  are  all  now  convinced,  that  fome 
fuch  Bills  are  necefTary,  The  Danger  we  are  now  ex- 
pofed  10,  and  the  prefent  unlucky  Circumftances  of 
Europe^  muft  convince  every  Man  of  the  NecefTity  of 
pur  having  forae  fuch  Bills  pafftd  into  Laws  j   for  the 
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Danger  our   Liberties  are   now  €xpofed  to,  arid  th.e      ^njio  i«. 
Danger  to  which  the  Liberties  of  Europe  are  now  ex-  Geo,  IL  1745, 
pofed,  are  both  evidently  owing  to  the  Meafures  of  a  ^— -V""*—^ 
late  Adminiftration  :    Meafures  that   could  never  have 
been  approved  of  by  a  Brit'ijh  Parliament,  if  the  Eyes 
of  fome   Gentlemen's   Underfiandings   had    not   been 
blinded  by  the  lucrative  Places  they  expedted,  or  thofe 
they  were  afraid   to  lofe.     The  fatal  Confequences  of 
thofe  Meafures  were  then   foretold,    and   are   now   fo 
f)lainly  feen,  that  thofe  who  approved  of  them,  if  they 
l^jeak  ingenuoufly,  muft  confefs  their  having  been  mif- 
1-ed.     I  am  far  from  faying.  Sir,  that  any  Gentleman, 
who  had  the  Honour  to  reprefent  his  Country  in  Par- 
liament, voted  againfl  the  Dicl:at^s  of  hi^s  Confcience; 
but  it  is  a  Failing  of  human  Nature,    to  judge  weakly 
in  Cafes  where  our  private  Intereft  is  concerned,  v^hich 
we  may  be  daily  convinced  of  by   many    Lav/- Suits., 
that  are  obftinately  carried    on  by  Men   even   of  the 
beft  Senfe  in  the  Kingdom.  We  muft  therefore  bani(h, 
as  much  as  pofTible,  all  private  Intereft  from  this  Houfe, 
Gtherwife  we  can  never  expedl  to  have  the  Que  ft  ions, 
that  come  before  us,  impartially  confideied,  or  rightly 
determined. 

For  this  Purpf  fe,  Sir,  I  hope,  every  Gentleman  is 
now  convinced,  that  forne  new  Bills  are  neceflary;  and 
if  we  are  refolved  to  frame  any  fuch  in  this  Seilion,  why 
ijiould  we  not  fay  fo  in  our  Addrefs  upon  this  Occa- 
fion  ?  I  can  fuggeft  to  myfelf  no  Rea.fon  againft  it,  and 
I  am  very  fure,  it  will  give  great  Satisfaction  without 
Doors.  From  hence  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  my  Hon, 
Friend's  Motion  will  meet  with  no  Oppofition,  and 
therefore  I  fhali  add  no  more,  but  conclude  with  fe- 
iConding  his  Motion.' 

On  the  contrary  Side  George  Lyitslton,  Efq;  delivered 
l^iimfelf  in  Subftance  as  follows  : 
<  Sir, 

<  I  am  forry  I  fhould  be  obh'ged  to  difappoint  the  Ceor?e  Lyttel- 
Hon.  Gentleman  fo  much,  as  to  oppofe  the  Amend- ^^">  ^^'li 
ment  propofed  by  his  Hon.  Friend  ;  but  as  I  think, 
our  agreeing  to  infert  any  fuch  Article  in  our  Addrefs, 
\vould  be  one  of  the  moft  dire6l  Steps  we  could  fafely 
take  towacds  rendering  the  Rebellion  fuccefsful,  I  hope, 
'      ■         Z  2    ■  h^ 
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Anno  ig.  he  Will  allow,  that  a  fincere  Regard  for  my  King  and 
Ceo.  II.  174'.  Country  is  a  moft  folid  and  fufficient  Excufe  for  the 
Difappointment  1.  may  give  to  him  by  my  Oppofition 
to  this  Motion.  It  is  very  certain,  Sir,  that  nothing 
can  tend  more  towards  difcouraging  and  difheartening 
thofe  that  are  already  in  Arms  againft  the  Govern- 
ment, and  towards  preventing  their  being  joined  by 
any  Number  of  his  Majefty's  yet  faithful  Subje£ls,  than 
an  apparent  Concord  and  Agreement  between  his  Ma* 
jefty  and  his  Parliament.  It  is  likewife  certain,  that 
nothing  can  contribute  more  than  this,  towards  pre- 
venting our  foreign  Enemies  from  putting  themfelves 
to  tile  Expence  of  fending  the  Rebels  any  great  Affift- 
ance.  But  v^^bat  would  be  the  Confequence  of  our 
agreeing  to  this  Amendment?  All  who  know  any  Thing 
of  Parliamentary  Affairs,  would  from  thence  fuppofe  an 
impending  Breach  between  his  Majefty  and  this  Houfe 
at  lead.  They  all  know,  that  it  has  been  the  conftant 
Cuito.Ti  of  this  Houfe,  at  leaft  for  many  Years  paff,  to 
fay  nothing  in  our  Addrefs  at  the  Opening  of  a  Sef- 
fion,  but  by  Way  of  Anlwer  to  fomething  mentioned 
in  his  Majefty^s  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

'  I  (hall  giant,  Sir,  that  upon  thefe  Heads,  we  have 
often  faid  too  much,  and  more  than  was  well  confiftent 
Vv'ith  the  Freedom  of  our  future  Proceedings ;  but  we 
have  never  introduced  new  Matter,  that  was  not  fo 
much  as  hinted  at,  in  any  Part  ofhis  Majefty's  Speech 
from  the  7'hrone ;  and  I  muft  think  it  would  at  any 
Time  be  a  little  difrefpe£tful  in  us  to  <lo  fo.  Shall  we 
then  at  fuch  an  extraordihary,  fuch  a  dangerous  Con- 
j  in6ture,  do  any  Thing  that  would  in  the  leaft  look 
difrefpc^tful  to  our  Sovereign  -?  Would  not  every  one 
from  thence  conclude  an  impending  Breach  between 
us  and  our  Sovereign  ?  Sir,  it  would  be  generally  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  Majnrity  of  this  Houfe  w.ere  become 
/Jacobites^  and  that  our  next  Step  would  be,  to  refufe 
thofe  Grants  that  may  be  neceflary  for  aiTifiing  our  Al- 
lies abroad,  or  defeating  the  Rebellion  at  heme.  What 
a  Damp  would  this  throw  upon  thofe,  who  are  now 
mo'l:  fanguine  and  a6live  in  Support  of  our  prefent 
happy  Eftablifhment  ?  What  Enrouragement  might  it 
not  give  to  the  Rebels  ?  What  Numbers  might  it  net 
prompt  to  join  them  ? 

'Our 
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*  Our  giving  upon  this  Occafion,  Sir,    any  Ground    Anno  19. 
for  forming  fuch  an  Opinion,   might  not  oniy  produce  ^'^''-  -^   *745' 
fatal  Efreds  at   home,    but   it   might  produce  the  moft  ' 
fatal  Efte6ts  abroad.     The   Dutch^  who  are  already  in 
a  Sort  Oi  Defpondency,   would  then  fall  into  a  State  of 
the  utrrjoft  Defpair,  and  would  v,  ithdraw  their  Troops 
from   Flanders,     in  order  to   obtain    a  Neutrality   for 
themfelves.     Both  ihe  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King 
o^  Sardinia  would  begin  to  doubt  of  their  receiving  any 
farther  Affiflance  from  this  Nation,  and  would  immedi- 
ately clap  up  a  feparate  Peace  upon  the  befl  Term^  they 
could  obtain  :  Thus  we  fhould  be  left  alone   to   con- 
tend with  the  powerful  Kingdoms  of  France  and  SpQin 
abroad,   and  with  a  Rebellion,   rendered  formidabie  by 
our  own  ill  Conduct,   at  home.     Would  it  be  poffible 
for  us  in  fuch  a  Situation  to  defend  our  Pofieffions  or 
our   Plantations   beyond   Sea  ?     No,    Sir,    our  whole 
Navy  wHDuld   be  neceflarily  employed  in  guarding  our 
Coafts,   in  order   to  prevent  the   Reb^l^s  getting  any 
Supplies  or  Afliftance  from  our  foreign  Enemies,  and 
would  fcarcely  be  fufficitnt   for  thisPurpofe;   becaufe, 
as  neither  France  nor  Spain  would  then  be  obliged  to 
maintain  any   great  Land  Armies,   they  would  spply 
themfelves  entirely    towards    increafing    their    Naval 
Force,   and  by  Building  and  Purchafe  they  might,    in 
a  few  Months,  be  able  to  fit  out  a  moil  formidable  Squa- 
dron.    So    that  this  Motion,  however  innocent   and 
harmlefs  it  may  appear  in  the  Eyes  of  fome  Gentlemen, 
yet,  if  agreed  to,  it  might  very  probably,  in  my  Opi- 
nion,  be  the  Caufe  of  the  Ruin,  not  only  of  the  Liber- 
ties of  this  Nation,   but  of  the  Liberties  of  Europe. 

'  I  am  perfuaded,  Sir,  that  neither  of  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen viewed  the  Motion  in  this  Light  ;  but  when 
they  give  it  a  Review,  and  confider  feriouily  the  fatal 
Confequences  it  may  be  attended  with,  I  hope,  they 
will  agree  to  its  being  withdrawn.  I  hope,  they  wiH 
not  infift  upon  the  Queftion  ;  for  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
fee  it  ftand  in  our  Votes  with  a  Negative  of  any  Kind 
at  the  Tail  of  it ;  becaufe  I  am  as  much  perfuaded  as 
they  can  be,  that  fomething  ought  to  be  done  for  pre- 
ferving  the  Independency  of  Parliament,  and  for  put- 
ting a  Stop  to  that  Corruption  which  is  creeping  in  fo 
faft  upon  usi  but  for  this  Purpofe  a  proper  Opportunity 
•  Z   3  foould 
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Aniio  19.      fhould  be  chofen,  and  I  cannot  think  it  is  either  pro-- 
Geo.  II.  1745.    pgj.  Qj.  |-^£g  ^^  enter  upon  fuch  a  Subje^i,  whilft  a  Re- 
bellion is  raging  in  the  Kingdom.     Our  Liberties,  our 
Properties,  our  Religion,  and  every  thing  is  now  at  Stake. 
Let  us  fecure  them  againft  the  prefent  Dan2;er,   and 
when  that  is  done,  we  fhall  have  Time  and  Opportu- 
iiities  enough  to  fecure  our  Liberties  againft  the  Effeds 
of  Corruption.     At  prefent  we  ought  not    to  attempt 
any  Thing,  that  may  divert  the  Attention  of  the  Peo- 
ple from  the  extraordinary  danger  that  hangs  over  them; 
rhuch  lefs  ought  we  to  attempt  any  Thing,  that  may 
divide  his  Majefty's  true  Friends,  or  produce  a  Difpute 
between  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament.     And  that  this 
may  be  the  Confequence  of  any  Bill  that  can  be  brought 
in  for  guarding  againft  Corruption,  we  may  from  Ex- 
perience conclude.  Both  the  Place- Bill  and  the  Penfion- 
Bill  have  always  had  a  Party  in  this  Houfe  againft  them, 
and  both  have  been  rejected  by   the  other  ;  and  as  to 
Annual  or  Triennial   Parliaments,  I  think,  the    very 
Motion  for  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpofe  has  al- 
'ways  been  rejected  by  a  Majority  in  thisHoufe.  There- 
fore we  muft  from  Experience  conclude,  that  if  either  of 
the  two  former  Bills  fhould  be  brought  in,  it  would  not 
only  divide  his  Majefty's  Friends  in  this  Houfejbut  might 
occafion  a  Breach  between  the  two  Floufes,    which   is 
a  Danger  that  ought  to  be  avoided,  when  we  are  in  fo 
much  Danger  from  the  Rebellion  ;  and  as  to  a  Bill  for 
Annual,  or  Triennial  Parliaments,  it  would  certainly 
divide  his  Majefty's   Friends  here,  and  if  it  fhould  be 
pafted  in  this  Houfe,  it  might  perhaps  be  reje(5led  by  the 
other,  which  would  be  very  much  refented  by  thofe 
tbat  had  agreed  to  it  here. 

*  Another  Reafon,  Sir,  for  our'fufpending,  till  after 
we  have  got  rid  of  the  Rebellion,  the  Introdudtion  of 
tany  of  the  Bills  I  have  mentioned,  or  any  Bill  of  the 
like  Kind,  is  the  Danger  of  the  Bill's  not  pafling,  and 
the  Difcontents  that  might  be  occafioned  by  its  being, 
however  reafonably,  thrown  out.  All  fuch  Bills  are  fa- 
vourite Bills  among  the  People  without  Doors.  If  they 
are  but  by  the  Title  led  to  believe,  that  it  is  a  Bill  for 
fecuring  their  Liberties  againft  Corruption,  without 
confidering  the  Regulations  propofed  by  the  Bill  for 
ihat  Effe<5l,  without  confidering  the  Confequcnces  with 
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tii^hich  thofe  Regulations  might  be  attended,  they,  from 
the  Title  alone,  conclude,  that  the  Bill  ought  to  have 
been  pafTed  into  a  Law,  and  that  its  being  thrown  cut 
proceeded  folely  from  the  Corruption  it  was  defigned  to 
prevent.  ThisofCourfe  raifes  Animofities  among  the 
People  without  Doors,  and  to  give  the  leaft  Ground  for 
any  fuch  in  the  Time  of  an  open  Rebellion,  and  at  a 
Time  when  we  are  daily  threatened  with  an  Invafion, 
might  be  of  the  moft  dangerous  Ccnfequence ;  for 
the  concealed  Jacobites^  vjho  zyq  but  too  numerous  la 
every  Corner  of  the  Kingdom,  would  certainly  endea- 
vour to  blow  thefe  Animofities  up  into  a  Flame  againfc' 
the  Government.  Their  Difcourfe  v^ould  every  where 
be.  Now,  Gentlemen,  you  fee,  you  can  expe£i  no  Secu- 
rity againft  Corruption  under  this  Government :  From 
the  throwing  out  cf  this  Bill,  you  may  conclude,  that  no 
fuch  Bill  will  ever,  under  our  prefent  Eftabliihm.ent,  be 
pafTed  into  a  Law  :  You  may  call  yourfelves  free,  but 
without  fuch  a  Bill,  you  can  have  no  more  Title  to 
Freedom  than  the  Cattle  that  are  fold  in  your  public 
Markets :  Of  all  Slaves,  thofe  are  the  moft  contemptible 
that  fell  themfelves  into  Slavery  :  Slaves,  made  fo  by  the 
•  Fate  of  War,  deferve,  at  leaft,  Compaffion ;  but  Men 
who  fell  themfelves  for  Slaves,  are  neither  intitled  to, 
nor  can  expedi  Pity. 

'  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  groundlefs  Infmuations,  Sir, 
the  concealed  Jacobites  would  certainly  take  the  Op- 
portunity to  propagate;  and  by  fuch  enfnaring  Infmu- 
ations, rendered  fpecious  by  our  throwing  out  any  fuch 
popular  Bill.  Multitudes  might  be  induced  to  join  the 
Pvebels,  that  would  otherwife  have  never  thought  of  it. 
For  thisReafon,  Sir,  the  Motion  now  before  us  gives 
me  extreme  Concern.  I  was  forry  to  hear  any  fuch 
Motion  made  upon  this  Occafion .  It  is  a  Motion  v.'e 
cannot  agree  to  ;  and  our  difagreeing  to  it  will  furniih 
our  Enemies,  at  this  dangerous  Conjuncture,  with  a 
new  Pretence  for  reviling  the  Government,  and  fow- 
jng  DifafFe(5tion  among  the  People.  I  muft,  therefore, 
intreat  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  made  and  feconded 
this  Motion,  to  agree  to  its  being  withdrawn.  I  muft 
conjure  them  not  to  infift  upon  the  Queftion  j  for^ 
Ihoi^ld  it  appear  in  our  Votes   with   a  Negative,   even 
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Aano  iq.      hj  Way  of  the  previous  Queftion^  it  may  be  the  Caufe 
Geo.  II.  ,74^   of  infinite  Mifchief.' 

His  Arguments  were  fupported  by  PFtlliam  Pitt,  Efq j 
to  the  following  EfFed  : 
*  Sir, 

*  The  Amendment  propofcd  upon  this  Occafion,  is 
fo  very  unfeafonable,  and  has  fuch  a  dangerous  Ten- 
dency, that  I  need  not  take  up  much  of  your  Time 
with  Arguments  againft  it.  I  ihould  not,  indeed,  have 
given  you  any  Trouble  upon  the  Occafion,  but  that  I 
am  afraid  of  being  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  Concern  in 
drawing  it  up,  and  having  it  at  this  Time  offered  ta 
your  Confideration.  As  1  have  always  appeared  to  be  a 
Friend  to  every  Thing  that  could  be  reafonably  offered 
for  fecuring  the  Independency  of  Parliament,  and  aa 
this  Amendment  feems  to  have  a  Tendency  that  Way, 
J  think  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare,  that  if  *my 
Advice  had  been  previoully  afked,  I  fhould  have  made 
ufe  of  all  the  little  Rhetorick  I  am  Matter  of,  to  per- 
fuade  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  not  to  offer  fuch  an  Amend- 
ment at  fuch  a  dangerous  Conjun£lure. 

'  Sir,  I  fhail  always  be  a  real  Friend  to  any  Regula- 
tion, which  may  J^ppear  to  me  to  be  effectual,  for  pre- 
venting the  fatal  Effeds  of  Corruption  ;  and  therefore, 
I  fhall  never  be  for  introducing  any  fuch  Reguktion  in- 
to this  Houfe,  nor  fhall  I  ever  make,  or  advife  making 
any  Motion  for  that  Purpofe,  but  at  a  proper  Seafon, 
and  when,  I  think,  there  is,  at  leaff,  a  Chance  for  its 
being  agreed  to.  We  know  well  enough.  Sir,  that  all 
fuch  Motions  are,  and,  I  hope,  will  ever  be,  the  Fa- 
vourites of  the  People;  and  therefore,  we  may  expe6l, 
that  they  will  fometimes  be  made  by  Gentlemen,  who 
have  no  other  Defign  but  to  caff  a  Slur  upon  the  Admi- 
niftration,  by  obliging  them  to  endeavour  to  get  a  Ne- 
gative put  upon  a  popular  Motion;  but  I  fhall  never 
make  any  Motion  with  fuch  a  View;  and  I  cannot  al- 
low myfelf  to  fufpe6>,  that  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  had  any 
fuch  View  in  offering  this  Amendment.  At  a  Time 
of  fo  much  Danger,  at  a  Time  when  our  All  is  at  Stake, 
whatever  Opinion  we  may  have  of  our  Adminiftration, 
or  of  our  Miniflers  for  the  Time  being,  furely  it  is  un- 
feafonable, at  fuch  a  Time,  to  attempt  any  Thing  that 
3  ^2y 
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may  ralfe  Difcontents  among  the  People,  or  leflen  their     Anno  19. 
Confidence  in  thofe  v^ho  are  placed  in  Authority  over  Geo.  11.  1745- 
them. 

'  Whilft  the  Nation  is  engaged  in  a  moft  dangerous 
and  expenfive  foreign  War,  a  Rebellion  breaks  out  at 
home.  Thofe  Rebels  have  already  gained  a  Victory 
over  the  King's  Troops,  which  has  n:ade  them  almoft 
wholly  Mailers  ©f  one  Part  of  the  United  Kingdom'. 
We  are  under  daily  Apprehenfions,  both  of  an  Irrup- 
tion, and  a  foreign  Invaficn's  being  made  upon  the 
other  J  and  that  Invafion  would,  certainly,  be  attend- 
ed with  an  Infurredion.  In  fuch  Circumftances,  (hall 
we  amufe  ourfelves  with  contriving  Methods  to  prevent 
the  EfFeds  of  Corruption  ?  Shall  we  fpend  our  Time  ia 
Projects  for  guarding  our  Liberties  againft  Corruption, 
when  they  are  in  fuch  immediate  Danger  of  being 
trampled  under  Foot  by  Force  of  Arms  ?  Would  not 
this  be  like  a  Man's  fitting  down  to  think  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  preventing  his  being  cheated  by  his  Servants, 
at  the  very  Time  that  Thieves  were  breaking  into  his 
Houfe  ? 

'  No  Gentleman,  Sir,  who  has  a  due  Senfe  of  the 
Danger  we  are  in,  will,  or  can,  think  of  any  Thing 
elfe,  till  we  are  entirely  delivered  from  that  Danger. 
Much  lefs  will  any  fuch  Gentleman  think,  till  then,  of 
introducing  Bills,  that  muft  raife  great  Altercations 
amongfl  us,  and  may,  if  defeated,  occafion  Difcontents 
and  Heartburnings  among  the  i-*eople.  I  hope,  the  Re- 
bellion will  be  extinguifhed,  long  before  this  Seflion  is  at 
an  End  ;  and  the  Moment  it  is,  I  believe,  1  Ihali  be  foF 
our  refuming  the  Confideration,  of  what  may  be  necef^ 
fary  to  be  done  for  preventing  a  corrupt  Dependency  int 
Parliament.  At  prefent,  1  can  think  of  no  Reafon 
for  fufpending  that  Confideration  any  longer;  and  there- 
fore, I  hope,  we  may  be  able  to  frame  fome  fuch  Bills 
as  are  hinted  at  in  this  Amendment,  before  the  pre- 
fent Seflion  expires;  but  fuppofe  nothing  of  the  Kind 
ihould  be  attempted  in  this  Seilion,  v/e  (hall,  I  hope, 
have  many  Seflions  after  this,  and  Seffions,  I  hope,  un- 
difturbed  by  a  foreign  War,  or  domeftic  Infurre6iion. 
Such  a  Seflion  would  be  the  moft  proper  for  our  under- 
taking to  new-model  our  Conftitution.  Corruption  is 
not,  I  hope,  got  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  to  be  able  to  de- 
fend itfelf  againft  all  the  Attempts  v/e  can  make  to  de- 
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Annoig.  molifli  it.  If  this  were  the  Cafe,  our  Attempts  in  thfs 
Geo.  II.  1745-  Seffion  would  be  as  vain,  as  it  can  be  fuppofed  they  will 
be  in  any  future  Seffion ;  therefore,  our  refolving  to 
frame  Bills  in  this  Seflion  muil  be  vain,  as  it  may  be  de- 
layed till  fome  future  Seffion,  when  we  may  enter  into 
the  Affair  with  Safety,  and  without  our  being  in  Danger 
of  thereby  making  ourfelves  a  Prey  to  our  Enemies. 

'  But  fuppofe,  Sir,  we  were  refolved,  at  all  Adven- 
tures, to  undertake  the  framing  and  paffing  of  feme 
fuch  Bills  during  this  Seffion,  what  Occafion  is  there, 
what  Pretence  have  we  for  thus  bringing  the  Affair  by 
Head  and  Shoulders  into  our  Addrefsr  The  People  with- 
out Doors,  we  fee,  are  fo  fenfible  of  the  Danger  they 
are  expofed  to  by  Means  of  the  Rebellion,  that  they 
have  entirely  forgot  the  Danger  they  think  them- 
felves  expofed  to  by  Means  of  Corruption.  We  have 
lately  heard  of  no  Letters,  ln{lru£i:ions,orRemonflrances 
from  any  County  or  Corporation  in  the  Kingdom  to  its 
■Reprefentatives,  in  Favour  of  any  Bill  againft  Corrup- 
tion. They  are  fo  wife  as  to  think  of  nothing,  at  pre- 
fent,  but  Subfcriptions  and  Affcciations,  for  defending 
their  Sovereign,  and  themfelvcs,  againfi:  thofe  who 
have  wickedly  and  traiteroufly  confpired  to  rob  him  of 
his  Crown,  and  them  of  their  Liberties,  Properties, 
and  Religion.  Do  Gentlemen  intend  to  give  a  Turn  to 
the  Spirit  of  the  People,  and  to  fet  them  a  contending 
againd  fecret  Corruption,  that  their  Liberties  may  the 
more  eafily  become  a  Prey  to  open  Force  ?  Sir,  if  I 
were  not  well  acquainted  v/ith  the  Hon,  Gentlemen, 
"•^ho  made  and  feconded  this  Motion,  I  fhould  really 
fufpedl:  their  having  fome  fuch  Defign  ;  and,  however 
much  I  may,  from  my  perfonal  Knowledge,  be  con- 
vinced, that  they  have  no  fuch  Defign,  they  may  de- 
pend upon  it,  that  if  they  do  not  withdraw  their  Mo- 
tion, the  Sufpicion  will  be  ftrong  againft  them,  amongft: 
all  thofe  who  are  not  intimately  acquainted  with  them. 

'  Such  a  Sufpicion,  I  cannot  think.  Sir,  any  Gentle- 
wan  would  chufe  to  labour  under;  therefore,  I  hope, 
they  will  withdraw  their  Motion.  I  hope,  that,  for 
their  own  Sakes,  and  for  the  Sake  of  their  King  and 
Country,  they  will  not  infift  upon  its  appearing  in  our 
Votes.  If  they  do,  the  whole  World  will  fay,  they 
have  contributed,  as  much  as  they  fafely  could,  towards 
2  '  len- 
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rendering  the  Rebellion  fuccefsful.     The  Hon.  Gentle-      Anro  rq. 

men  may  already  plainly  perceive,  that  a  Negative  will   ^'"'^-  ''^-  ^745* 

be  put  upon  their  Motion.     Why  then  Ihould  they  in-   ^'"""^^r^    ^ 

fift  upon  theQueftion?  If  they  do,  it  will  be  impoiiible 

to  fuggeft  any  Reafon  for  it,  but  that  of  their  refoiving 

to  havefuch  a  popular  Qiieftion  appear  with  a  Negative  ^ 

upon  it  in  our  Votes,  in   order  to  raife  Difcontents  a- 

mong  the  People,  and  to  make  them  turn  againft  our 

prefent    happy    Eftablifhment,   that   Money   and  thofe 

Arms,  they  are   now  wifely   and   generoufly  providing 

for  its  Defence.* 

Humphry  Sydenham-^  Efq;  then  fpoke  to  the  follov/- 
ing  Effedt : 
«  Sir, 

'  I  am  furprlfed  to  hear  Gentlemen  accufed,  or  fuf-  Humpliry  s^^- 
pe6^ed  of  a  Defign  to  fubvert  the  Government,  on  Ac- denham,  E:%i 
count  of  a  Motion,  calculated,  in  my  Opinion,  thebeft 
of  all  others,  to  reconcile  the  Minds  of  \he  People  to 
our  prefent  Eftablifhment,  and  to  induce  them  to  join 
unanimoufly  and  heartily  in  any  Meafures  that  mar  be 
necefTary  for  defeating  the  prefent  Rebellion.  What- 
ever Spirit  may  now  appear  among  the  People,  we 
cannot  forget,  Sir,  the  Spirit  that  appeared  fo  generally 
amongft  them,  but  a  little  While  before,  againft  Cor- 
ruption, and  in  favour  of  thofe  Bills  that  have  already 
been  feveral  Times  offered  to  Parliament  for  preventing 
it.  In  their  Letters  and  Inft ructions  upon  that  Occa- 
fion,  we  may  fuppofe,  the  true  and  genuine  Spirit  of 
the  People  appeared,  becaufe  they  had  neither  Rewards 
nor  Expectation  of  Rewards  rn  View,  to  prompt  them 
to  prepare,  or  fign  fuch  Inftru(5tions.  On  the  contrary, 
we  know,  that  both  Rewards  and  Promifes  were  offered 
to  get  them  to  fign  Inftruftions  of  an  oppofite  Nature  ; 
but,  in  all  Places,  a  very  few  excepted,  without  any 
EfFea. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  truly  the  Cafe,  with  refpeci:  to  that 
Spirit,  which  appeared  among  the  People  about  the 
Time  we  began  to  be  threatened  with  Invafions  ;  but 
I  cannot  fay  fo  much  with  refpedt  to  the  Spirit  that 
now  appears.  I  doubt  much  if  it  be  everywhere  fm- 
cere.  Our  Aflbciations  and  Subfcriptions  I  look  on  in 
the  fame  Light  with^ur  Addrefles.  They  are  propof- 
ed  and  promoted  by  fome  Men,  who  enjoy  or  expecl 

goo4 
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Anno  19.     good  Pofts  under  tlicGovernment ;  and  People  are  un- 
^^^\^  •J745'  willing  to  refufe  joining  in  them,    for  fear  of  being 
deemed  difaffeded.      This,  I  believe,  is  the  Cafe   of 
many  who  have  joined  in  our  Aflbciations  as  well  as 
Subfcriptions.     As  to  the  latter,  I  know,  that  many- 
have  been  threatened  into  them,  under  the  Pain  of  be- 
ing reprefented   and  recorded  as  Jacobites^  or  indigent 
Perfons ;  and  I  muft  obferve,  that  this  Way  of  raifing 
Money  for  the  Puolic  Service,  by  the  Subfcriptions  of 
private  Men,  is  fuch  an  Incroachment  upon  the  Privi- 
leges of  this  Houfe,  and  of  fuch  dangerous  Confequence 
to  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,    that,   in  my  Opinion, 
it  highly  deferves  our  Cenfure.     But  whatever  we  may 
do   in  this  Refpedl,  I  am   fully  convinced,  that   we 
ought  to  look  upon  thefe  Subfcriptions  and  Aflbciations, 
rather  as  Methods  taken  by  the  bufy  Promoters  to  re- 
commend themfelves  to  Pofts  under  the  Government, 
than  as  Teftimonies  of  the  People's  Satisfadion  ;  and 
therefore,  if  the  Fate  of  the  Kingdom  fhould  become 
doubtful  by  the  landing  of  a  numerous  French  Army 
amongft  us,  and  a  general  InfurrecSlion  of  the  Difaf- 
fe£ted  in  England,  I  queftion  much,  if  we  could  de- 
pend   upon  the  Fidelity  of  fome  of  thofe,  who  have 
appeared  the  moft  zealous  AfTociators  and  Suhfcribers. 
It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  a  few  Scottijh  Highlanders^ 
notwithftanding  the  Succefs  they  have  lately  met  with, 
can  be  able  to  conquer  the  whole  Ifiand  of  Britain  : 
As  little  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  a  numerous  French  Ar- 
my can  be  landed  amongft  us,  while  we  have  fuch   a 
Superiority  at  Sea  ;  and  without  fuch  a  Landing,   I  be- 
lieve^ moft  of  the  DifafFeiled,  as  well  as  Difcontented, 
in  this  Country,  will  keep  themTelves  within  the  Law  ; 
many  of  them  will,  I  doubt  not,  pretend  a  warm  Zeal 
for  the  Support  of  the  Government,  therefore  every  Man 
does,  and   may  reafonably   conclude,  that  ti  e  Rebels 
have  not  at  prefent  fo  much  as  a  Chance  for  having  their 
Undertaking  crowned  with  Succe's ;  but  if  by  any  ex- 
traordinary Accident,  and  it  muft  be  an  extraordinary 
one  indeed,  they  ftiould  come  to  have  but  an  equal 
Chance,  I  am  afraid,  the   Difcontents  of  the  People 
\vould  fuddenly   and  at  once  turn  the  Scale  entirely  in 
their  Favour;  efpecially  if  from  our  Proceedings  no- 
thing appears,  that  can  give  the  People  any  Hopes  of 

their 
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thtlr  Grievances  being  redrefled  in  thisSeflion  af  Par-      Anno  jg. 
jiament.  Geo.  ii.  ,745. 

*  We  are  not  to  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  the  People  have 
forgot  their  Complaints,  becaufe  they  have  not  renev/- 
ed  them  upon  this  Occafjon.  They  have  fo  long  com- 
plained in  vain,  and  have  lately  been  fo  much  difap- 
pointed  by  thofe  upon  whom  they  chiefly  relied,  that  I 
am  afraid,  their  not  renewing  their  Inftructions  to  their 
Members,  proceeds  from  their  Despair  of  ever  meeting 
with  Redrefs  from  Parliament.  But  will  this  remove 
or  diminffh  their  Difcontents  ?  On  the  contrary,  we 
have  more  Reafon  to  dread  their  Silence  than  we  ever 
had  to  dread  their  Murmurs;  for  Mankind  refemble,  in 
this,  that  Animal  which  is  their  moft  faithful  Servant  ; 
while  they  bark,  they  never  bite.  Have  they  ceafed 
complaining?  As  they  have  yet  received  no  Satisfaction, 
we  have  from  the  Nature  of  Mankind  juft  Reafon  to 
prefume,  that  they  have  begun  to  think  of  adding ;  and 
this  at  fuch  a  dangerous  Conjuncture  we  ought  to  pre- 
vent, by  giving  them,  as  foon  as  poffible,  an  AfTur- 
ance,  that  they  may  expeiSt  Redrefs  from  this  Seffion  of 
Parliament. 

*  The  Amendment  now  propofed,  is,  therefore,  ex- 
tremely well  calculated  for  the  Support  of  his  Majefty's 
Government,  and,  if  agreed  to,  will  contribute  more 
to  the  Difappointment  and  Defeat  of  the  Rebellion, 
than  the  warmeft  and  moft  loyal  Expreffions  we  can 
make  ufe  of  in  this  or  any  other  Addrefs.  Sir,  the 
AddrefTes  of  the  People  of  England  are  already  be- 
come a  Proverb  amongft  our  foreign  Neighbours  ;  and 
if  we  go  on  but  for  a  few  Years,  as  we  have  done  for 
feveral  Years  paft,  the  AddrefTes  of  our  Parliaments 
will  fall  under  the  fame  Reproach  ;  I  therefore  wilh, 
we  may  for  the  Time  to  come  be  more  fparing  in  our 
Expreffions,  and  more  bountiful  in  our  Actions.  I  do 
not  mean,  Sir,  as  to  Money  Matters,  for  in  that  we 
cannot,  1  am  fure,  be  more  bountiful  than  we  have 
been  for  many  Years  paft ;  but  1  mean  as  to  our  being 
diligent  in  preparing  Bills  for  the  Service  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  People,  and  faithful  in  giving  hisMajefty,  upon  all 
Occafions,  our  beft  Advice.  If  we  refclve  to  alter  our 
ConduiSt  in  this  Refpedls,  we  cannot  do  it  at  a  more 
properTime;  we  cannot  chufe  a  Time  when  it  will  be 
more  neceiTary  for  the  Service  both  of  our  King  and 

Country; 


[  35®  ] 
Annoig.  Countrj  ;  and  therefore,  I  hope,  this  Amen(Jme«t  will 
Geo.  II.  i74>'.  j-jQt;  i^Q  fjQt  only  infifted  on,  but  agreed  to  ;  for  whatever 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  may  perceive  from  thofe  that  are 
about  him,  I  cannot  perceive  from  any  of  thofe  near 
me,  that  it  is  in  any  Danger  of  having  a  Negative  put 
upon  it. 

'  I  ihall  readily  agree   with   the  Hon.   Gentleman^ 
Sir,    that  at   this   Jundlure  it  would  be  of  the  moil 
dangerous  Confequence,  to  have  fuch  a  Motion  appear 
in  our  Votes  with  a  Negative  at  the  Tail  of  it;   but 
for  that  very  Reafon  I  fhall  be  for  infifting  upon  the 
Qjeftion  ;  becaufe  there  h  now,  and,  I  am  afraid,  al- 
ways will  be  in  this  Houfe,  a  certain  Set  of  Gentlemen, 
called   Minifters,  y^ho  from   that   Confideration    may 
now  be  induced  to  agree  to  it,  and  who  never  will,  f 
believe,  from  any  other  Confideration,  agree  to  fuch  a 
Motion.     For  the  fame  Reafon,  Sir,  I  jQiall  be  for  hav- 
ing fuch  Bills,  as  are  hinted  at  ^n  ihis  Motion,  brought 
into  the  Houfe  as  foon  as  poi^ble,  and  pufhed  through 
both    Houfes    with  all   pollible  Difpatch,     The  Hon. 
Gentleman  fays,  he  fhall  be  againft  the  introducing  of 
fuch  Bills,  while   there  is  a   Rebellion  raging  in  the 
Kingdom,  becaufe  he  thinks,  we  may  have  an  Oppor- 
tunity to  get  them  palTed,  after  the  Rebellion  is  entire- 
ly extinguifhed.     If  I   thought   fo.  Sir,    I  fhould    be 
very  willing  to  have  them  deferred  till  the  next  Seflion; 
but  if  we  do  not  catch  this  Opportunity,  when  fome 
Gentlemen's  perfonal  Safety  may  prevent  their  Oppofi- 
tion,  I  am,  both  from  Reafon  and  Experience,  con- 
vinced, we  fliall  never  be  able,   in  a  peaceable  Manner, 
to  get  any  fuch  Bill  pafTcd  into  a  Law.     The  Set  of 
Gentlemen  I  have  mentioned,  will  always  oppofe  fuch 
Bills,   becaufe  it  is  their  Intereft,   not  only  to  fupport, 
but   to   propagate  Corruption  ;    and  from  Experience  1 
am  convinced,  that  they  will  always  have  fo  much  in- 
fluence, as  to  get  a  Majority  in  this  Houfe  for  prevent- 
ing any  fuch  Bill's  being  brought  in,  or  a  Majority  iri 
the  other  Houfe  for  having  it  rejected.     This,  I  arri 
the  more  convinced  of,   from  what  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  a  worthy  Friend  of  his,  have  faid  againft  the 
Amendment.     There  is  a  Thing  called  proper  or  fea- 
fonablc  Opportunity,  that  will  always  furnifh  a  Man 
with  a  Pretence  for  oppofmg,  when  a  M'mifier,  thofe 

'  .    Bills 
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Bills  and  Motions,  which  he  patronized,  when  a  coun^  /^^^^  j^^ 
try  Gentleman  ;  and  I  have  now  feveral  Gentlemen  in  Geo.  II.  1745. 
my  Eye,  who,  I  believe,  will  always  declare  them- 
felves  zealous  for  preventing  a  corrupt  Influence  in 
Parliament,  or  at  Eledions ;  but  will  never,  as  long  as 
they  continue  Minifters,  or  the  Favourites  of  Minifters, 
iind  a  feafonable  Opportunity  for  bringinging  in  an  ef- 
fedual  Bill  for  that  Furpofe.' 

'  Such  Gentlemen  may,  perhaps,  confider  the  dan- 
gerous Confequence  of  throwing  out  a  popular  Bill  at 
this  Jun(5lure  3  therefore,  tho'  they  know  it  will  breed 
them  a  great  deal  of  Trouble  hereafter,  they  may,,  for 
their  immediate  Safety,  agree  to  its  being  palFed  into  a 
Law.  If  they  and  their  Friends  agree  to  it,  I  will  en- 
gage that  no  fuch  Bill  fhall  occaiion  any  Divifions  or 
Altercations  amongft  us  ;  and  we  may  with  the  more 
Freedom  embrace  this  Opportunity,  becaufe  fuch  a  Bill 
can  no  Way  prevent  or  retard  any  Thing  the  Parlia- 
ment can  da  for  defeating  the  Rebellion.  If  a  Man 
were  fenfible  of  his  having  fome  pilfering  Servants  about 
him,  fureiy  he  would  lock  up  his  Money  Cheft,  be- 
fore he  run  to  beat  off  the  Thieves  he  heard  breaking 
into  his  Houfej  and  if  his  Servants  had  been  grum- 
bling for  Want  of  their  Wages,  I  would  advife  him 
to  take  that  Opportunity  to  pay  them,  that  they  might 
aflift  him  the  more  chearfully.  They  would  then  have 
fomething  to  fight  for,  as  well  as  he;  for  i^  the 
Thieves  got  the  better,  they  muft  expedl:  to  be  robbed 
as  well  as  their  Mafler.  The  Cafe  is  now  the  fame 
with  regard  to  the  People  of  Britain :  They  have  been 
grumbling  ;  give  them  Satisfaction  :  Let  them  fee  they 
have  fomething  to  fight  for,  I  warrant  you  they  will 
do  it.  But  under  an  arbi'trary  Government,  whether 
eftablilhed  by  Force  or  Corruption,  the  People  have  nei- 
ther Liberty  nor  Property  ;  and  in  this  Age  I  doubt 
much  if  they  will  fight  obftinately  for  their  Religion, 
even  fuppofing  they  were  all  convinced  of  its  being  at 
Stake. 

'  I  therefore  hope,  Sir,  that  we  fhall,  in  this  Sef- 
fion,  come  of  the  Rebellion  what  will,  pafs  fome  pro- 
per Bills  for  preferving  our  Conftitution  and  Liberties 
againft  Corruption  ;  and  if  we  are  refolved  to  pafs  any 
fuch  Bills  in  this  Seffion,  we  ought  to  intimate  our 
.    .  Refolution 
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Aam  29,  Refolation  in  our  Addrefs  upon  this  Occalion,  m  or- 
^eo.  II.  1745.  jgj.  ^^  encourage  the  People  to  ftand  by,  and  fupport 
the  prefcnt  Eltabliiiiment,  in  this  Time  of  immi- 
nent Danger,  To  pretend,  that  our  doing  fo  will  dif- 
courage  our  Allies,  and  frighten  them  into  a  feparate 
Peace,  is,  I  may  at  leaf^  fay,  going  very  far  for  an  Ar- 
gument againil:  this  Motion.  The  Dutch  have  not 
feemed,  of  late,  to  fquare  any  of  their  Meafures  by 
ourRefolves;  and,  therefore,  they  will,  I  believe,  as 
little  regard  our  Addrefs,  as  they  have  lately  done  our 
Minillers  Solicitations  ;  and  as  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^  and  King  oi  Sardinia y  their  Intereit  is  fo  much  at 
Stake,  that  they  cannot  fuddenly  clap  up  a  feparate 
Peace,  (hould  they  a6lualiy  find  us  unable,  or  refolved 
not  to  fend  them  any  farther  Affiftance ;  nor  would 
the  Liberties  of  Europe  be  undone,  if  they  did.  For 
what  I  know,  it  would  be  happy  for  us,  fhould  they 
do  fo :  We  ftould  then  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  pufh 
the  War  at  Sea  ;  and  this  we  are  ftill  able  to  do  with 
Succefs,  both  againfi:  France  and  Spain^  if  we  take  Care 
to  have  good  Intelligence,  and  commit  our  Squadrons 
^nd  Ships' of  War  to  proper  Commanders  ;  for  neither 
of  thefe  Nations  can  much  increafe  their  naval  Strength, 
during  the  Continuance  of  a  War  with  us,  becaufe 
they  have  no  naval  Stores  but  what  come  to  them  by 
Sea,  from  other  Countries  ;  and  as  all  fuch  are  contra- 
band, they  cannot  have  them  while  the  Sea  is  cover- 
ed with  our  Cruifers  and  Privateers.  We  have,  there- 
fore, at  prefent;,  nothing  to  fear  from  fuch  a  Confe- 
quence  ;  but  God  knows  what  we  may  have  to  fear, 
fhould  this  be  the  Confequence,  after  we  have  exhaufted 
ourfelves  and  ruined  our  Credit,  by  fupporting  an  un^ 
equal  and  unfortunate  Land  War. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  fuppofe  the  Amendment  now  propofed 
were  no  Way  warranted  by  an  Expreffion  in  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Speech  from  the  Throne,  it  could  be  of  no  bad 
Confequence,  with  refpeil:  to  the  foreign  War  we  are 
now  engaged  in  ;  but  I  wonder  to  hear  it  faid,  that  it 
does  not  come  in  properly  by  Way  of  Anfwer  to  his 
Majefly's  Speech.  Sir,  does  not  his  Majefly  tell  us, 
that  he  has  called  us  together  to  give  him  our  imfne- 
diate  Advice^  as  well  as  Affiftance,  with  regard  to  the 
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Rebellion  flill 'continuing  in  Scotland P  Can  we  give  Anno  19. 
him  our  Advice  in  a  more  deii'-e'ate  and  authentic  ^^o.  11.  174?. 
Manner,  than  by  framing  and  pailing  fuch  Bills,  as  we 
think  will  bed  induce  the  People  to  aiEft  him  heartily  ? 
We  cannot  do  this  immediately,  and,  therefore,  by 
Way  of  Anfvver  to  this  Part  of  bis  Speech,  we  ought 
to  tell  him  immediaiely,  that  is  to  fay,  by  our  Addiefs, 
that  we  will  do  To. 

*•  There  is  another  Part  of  his  Majefly's  Speech,  Sir, 
which,  in  my  Opinion,'  will  ftand  withcut  any  Thing 
like  an  Anfwer,  if  this  Amendment  be  not  agreed  to. 
His  Majefly  tells  us,  he  queftions  not  bat  the  Re- 
bellion will  end  in  procuring  greater  Strength  to  that 
excellent  Conilitution,  which  it  was  dellgned  to  fub- 
vert.  In  Anfwer  to  this,  is  it  not  very  proper  to  tell 
his  Majefty,  that  we  Ihall  take  Care,  in  this  Seilion, 
to  frame  fuch  Bills,  as  if  (pafied  into  Laws)  will  add 
Strength  to  our  excellent  Oonllitution  ?  Is  there  any 
Thing  more  proper  or  necefTary  for  adding  Strength  to 
our  Conftitution,  than  that  of  preventing  a  corrupt 
Influence  in  Parliament,  or  at  Elections  ?  This  Amend- 
ment is,  therefore,  not  only  a  proper,  but  a  neceffary 
Return  to  that  Part  of  his  Majeliy's  Speech  :  I  fay  ne- 
cefTary,  Sir,  becaufe  I  think  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
us,  in  a  Time  of  fuch  Danger,  to  take  the  firfl:  Op^ 
portunity  to  afTure  the  People  of  their  having  that  Grie- 
vance redreffed,  which  they  have  long  and  loudly, 
but  vainly  hitherco,  complained  of;  and,  becaufe, 
without  this  Amendment,  not  only  our  Addre'%  will 
appear  defective,  but  we  fball  appear  deficient  in  our 
Duty  to  our  Sovereign  ;  for  there  will  be,  othsi  wife, 
not  a  Word  of  Anfwer  to  this  material  Part  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Speech,  nor  one  Word  of  Advice,  or  any  Thing ' 
that  looks  like  it,  though  his  Majefty  has  in  his  Speech 
exprefsly  told  us,  that,  for  this  very  Purpofe,  he  call-- 
ed  us  together  fooner  than  he  intended. 

'And  nov/  to  conclude,  Sir;  as  the  Hon. Gentleman 
was  pleafed  to  tell  us,  what  the  World  will  think  of 
thofe  that  infill  upon  this  Amendment,  I  fliall  beg  Leave 
to  tell  him,  what,  in  my  Opinion,  the  World  will 
think  of  thofe  that  oppofe  it.  The  World  will,  I  am' 
fure,  generally  approve  of  the  Amendment,  and  ail 
will  conclude,    that  had  it  been  agreed  to,     it  would 
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Anno  ig.  have  done  great  and  immediate  Service ;  tberefore^ 
Geo.  tl.  3745.  every  Man  will  fay,  that  the  Oppoiers,  notvvithRand- 
V'*''^^  "^  ing  their  open  Pretences,  are,  in  fecret.  Friends  to 
Corruption  ;  and  that  they  have  a  greater  Regard  to 
the  Intereft  and  Eafe  of  thofe  who  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  our  Minifters,  than  they  have  to  the  Se- 
curity of  their  Sovereign,  tlie  Happinefs  of  their  Coun- 
try, or  the  Liberties  of  their  Countrymen.' 

The  Debate  was  concluded  by  Lord  Strange,  who 
delivered  his  Sentiments,  in  Subftanee,  as  follows  : 
'  Sir, 
Lord  Strange.  «  I  hope  no  one  doubts  of  my  being  as  much 
an  Enemy  to  Corruption,  and  as  great  a  Friend 
to  the  Bills  mentioned  in  this  Debate,  as  any  Gen- 
tleman in  this  Aflembly ;  and  yet  1  cannot  think 
the  Amendment  now  propofed,  either  necellary 
or  proper  upon  the  prefent  Occafion.  I  am. 
Sir,  an  Enemy  to  Corruption ;  I  am  equally  an 
Enemy  to  the  prefent  Rebellion.  The  Succefs  of 
either  will,  I  think,  annihilate  our  Conftitution  ;  but 
of  thefe  two  Dangers,  the  lafl  is  by  far  the  greatefl,  and 
the  moft  immediate,  therefore  it  deferves  our  chiefeft", 
our  moft  immediate  Attention.  Till  we  have  got  rid 
of  this  Danger,  we  ought,  I  think,  to  drop  all  Thoughts 
of  the  other;  and  I  have  the  Satisfadion  to  find,  that 
the  People  of  England,  and,  I  believe,  moft  of  thofe 
in  Scotland  too,  are  of  my  Opinion.  Even  many  of 
thofe,  who  have  alv^ays  before  been  reputed  Jacobites^ 
are,  we  find,  afraid  of  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent  Re- 
bellion; and  they  are  certainly  very  much  in  the  right. 
However  fanguine  they  may  be  for  the  Reftoration  of 
what  they  have  been  taught  to  call  the  Royal  Family, 
they  do  not  defire,  th?t  the  Event  fhould  be  brought 
about  at  the  Expence  of  our  Religion  and  Liberties; 
and  both,  they  moft  juftlf' think,  would  be  in  the  ut- 
moft  Danger,  fhould  this  Rebellion  meet  with  Succefs ; 
becaufe  it  was  fomented,  and  is  now  abetted  by  none 
but  profeffed  Fapljis,  or  fuch  whofe  Paffive- Obedience 
Principles  are  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  a  free  Go- 
vernment. 

*  It  has  been  often  faid,  Sir,  and  I  think  juftly,  that 
tihc  People  of  U?igland  have  naturally  good  Senfe,   and 
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generally  judge  rightly  of  their  true  Intereft,  if  not     Anno  rg. 
,  jiiifled  by  the  Artifices  of  felf-interefted  Demagogues.  Geo.  ii.  1745;^ 
In  my  Opinion,  this  Obfervation  was  never  more  con- 
firmed, than  by  the  Judgment  thsy  have  made  upon  the 
prefent  Emergency.     From  their  late  Silence  v/e  are 
r.ot  to  fuppofe,  tiiey  have  forgot  the  Danger  their  Li* 
berties  are  expofed  to  by  Means  of  Corruption ;    but 
they  think  their  Liberties  in  much  greater  and  more 
immediate  Danger  from  the  Succefs  of  the  Rebellion; 
therefore  they  thinjcthemfelves  obliged  to^  fufpend  their 
Fears  of  that  Danger  which  may  accrue  from  Corrup- 
tion, and  to  attend  to  nothing  but  the  mofl  proper  Me- 
thods for  defeatjng  the  prefent  Rebellion.  As  in  this  I  ap- 
prove of  their  Judgment,  I  think,  we  ought  to  follow 
their  Example.     A  contrary  Gpurfe  might  be  of  the 
moft  dangerous  Confequence:   Should  we  take  up  the         q 
Subjedl  of  Corruption,   and  refolve   to  provide  againfi 
that  Danger,  before  we  have  made  the  lead  Step  to-r 
wards  providing  againft  the  other,    the  People  would 
begin  to  think  themfelves  wrong  in  the  Judgment  they 
have  made;  they  might  perhaps  fuppofe,  that  fome  lead- 
ing Men  amonglt  us  had  got  fuch  AlTiirances,  as  they 
could  depend  on,  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Liberties 
and  Religion  ;,and  that  this  made  them  divert  the  Atr 
tention  of  the  Houfe  from  its  proper  ObjecSl.     As  I  ani 
perfonally  acquainted   w;ith   moft   Gentlemen  in  this 
Jloufe,  I  knowit  is  impoilible  to  fuppofe  any  fuchXhingj 
becaufe  I  am  fure  no  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe  woulj 
enter  into  any  Cprrefpondence  with  Rebels;  but  the 
People  without  Doors  cannot  corhe  at  fuch  a  Know^ 
ledge,  therefore,  from  the  Amendment  propcfed,  fliould 
jt  be  agreed  to,  they  might   make  fuch  a  Suppofition, 
and  this  would,  of  Courfe  cool  the  prefent  Zeal  of  moft: 
of  them,  and  mighC  prevail  with  many  to  join  in  the 
Rebellion. 

'  However  fatal  the  EfFe£ls  of  Corruption,  if  not 
prevented,  may  be  to  our  Conftitution,  I  am  of  C*pi-= 
nion,  Sir,  that  it  is  the  Bufmefs  and  the  Duty  of  every 
Gentleman  iji  this  AiTembly,^  and  indeed  of  every  Gen- 
tleman that  has  a  Regard  either  for  the  Conftitution,  or 
the  Religion  of  his  Country,  to  let  thole  Fears  lie  huftis 
till  we  are  delivered  from  the  Danger  of  the  Rebel- 
lion's being  fuccefsfui.  Till  then  we  Ihould  net  awa- 
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Anno  ig.     jjen  thofe  Fears    among  the  People,    left   it  fiiould 
Geo.  II.  1745.  throw  a  Damp  upon  their  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  our 
V,-.-\  ^•-«,./  pj-efent  happy  Eftablifhment.     Should  the  People  con- 
ceive an  Opinion,  that,  let  what  will  happen,  our  Con- 
ftitution   muft  be  undone ;  and  that  even   under  our 
prefent  Eftablifhment,  we   muft  hereafter  become  the 
Subjects',  Or  rather  Slaves,  of  a  Government  rendered 
abfoiute  by  Means  of  a  corrupt  Parliament  and  merce- 
nary Army:   I  fay,  Hiould  fuch  an  Opinion  prevail  ge- 
nerally among  the  People,  I  am  afraid,   their  Religion 
alone  would  not  prompt  them    to  acl  with  Spirit  and 
Zeal  againft  the  Rebels:  Nay,   I  am  afraid,  their  Re- 
fentment  againft  thofe  who  had  brought  them  into  fuch 
.     a  Dilemma,  would  prompt  moft  of  them  to  join  with 
the  Rebels,  andtruftto  Providence  for  the  Prefervation 
of  their  Religion,  as  well  as  the  Re-eftabli(hment  of 
9         their  Liberties. 

'  If  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  appeared  as  Ad- 
vocates for  this  Amendment  had  confidered  this  Con- 
fequence,  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  they  would  not  have 
infifted  fo  ftrongly  upon  the  Danger  of  our  negle61:ing 
to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity^  for  fecuring  our  Con- 
ftitution  againft  the  Effe£ls  of  Corruption.  They  would 
not  have  fo  much  as  hinted,  that,  if  we  negiecSl  this 
Opportunity,  we  can  never  expedi  another.  If  I  thought 
fo,  I  Ihould  be  as  zealous  as  they  for  the  Arhendment 
tiow  propofed  ;  but  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking  fo,  that, 
in  my  Opinion,  v/e  fnall  have  a  better  Opportunity  after 
this  Rebellion  is  extinguiftied,  than  ever  we  had  be- 
fore. I  have  the  Charity  to  believe,  that  the  Oppo- 
fition  thofe  Bills  ha\e  hitherto  met  wiih,  which  were 
propofed  for  guarding  againft  the  Danger  of  Corrup- 
tion, proceeded  from  Gentlemens  being  of  Opinion, 
that  the  Danger  was  not  fo  great,  or  fo  apparent,  as 
to  ftand  in  Need  of  fuch  extraordinary  Preventatives  ; 
therefore,  1  am  of  Opinion,  that  the  more  apparent 
this  Danger  becomes,  the  better  Opportunity  we  fhall 
have  for  fecuring  our  Conftitution  againft  it,  becaufe 
many  of  thofe,  who,  upon  former  Occafions,  oppofed, 
will  then  agree  to  the  Preventatives  that  have  been  pro- 
pofed, or,  perhaps,  to  much  ftronger  than  have  hitherto 
been  thought  of;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  Rebel- 
lion, as  well  as  feveral  other  Incidents  that  have  lately 
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occurred,  will  make  this  Danger  appear  greater  and  more    Aano  ig. 
evident  to  many  Gentlemen,  than  it  ever  appeared  before.  ^^°"  ^^*  ^745. 
'  Another  Reafon,    Sir,  for  my  fuppofmg,  that  the  "  ^~  — ' 

Rebellion  may  be  the  Caufe  of  many  Gentlemens  al-  * 

tering  their  Sentiments  with  Regard  to  the  Bills,   that 
have  been  propofed  for  preventing  Corruption,  is  this: 
The  Rebellion  will   convince  them,  that  it  is  at  all 
Times  necef&ry  to  give  fome  Sort  of  Satisfadtion  to  the 
People,  withRefpe(Sl  to  the  Dangers  they  generally  ap- 
prehend, or  the  Grievances  they  generally  complain 
of.     That  the  DifafFe(5led  are  too  numerous,    both  in 
England  and  Scotland^  I  fhall  admit  j  but  I   believe, 
no  one  fuppofes  them  fo  numerous,  as  to  think,  that 
they  would  ever  rife  in  Rebellion  againft  the  Govern- 
ment, unlefs  they  expected  to  be  joined  by  great  Num- 
bers of  thofe,  who  are  not  properly  difafFeded,  but  dif- 
contented.     If  great  Difcontents  had  not  appeared  both 
in  England  znd  Scotland^  if  great  Clamours  had  not  been 
raifed  through  the  whole  united  Kingdom  againft  Cor- 
ruption, or   if  any  Thing  effetlual  had  been  done  laft 
Seilion  towards  allaying  thofe  Difcontents  and  Clamours, 
I  am  convinced,  no  Man  in  Scotland,  at  ieaft  not  any 
confiderable  Number  of  IVIen,  would  have  been  fo  mad 
as  to  have  joined  the  Toung  Pretender  upon  his  Land- 
ing: I  doubt  much,  notwithftanding  the  Raflinefs  of 
his  Youth,  and  the  Promifes  he  might  have  from  the 
Court  of    France^    if    he  would   have    ventured     to 
have    landed    in    any   Part  of    the    Ifland,     without 
a   Number  of  Troops,    at   Ieaft,    fufHcient   for   pro- 
telling  him  againft  the  Militia  of  the  Country  where  he 
was  to  land.     But  from  the  general  Clamours  that  had 
been  raifed,  and  from  the  Difappointments  the  People 
had  met  with,  both  he  and  thofe  who  firft  took  Arms 
in  his  Favour,  expelled  to  be  joined  by  moft  of   thofe  - 
who  had  appeared  difcontented  in  both  Kingdoms ;  and 
if  this  had  been  the  Cafe,  I  doubt  much  if  we  fliould 
this  Day  have  been  fitting  here  to  deliberate  upon  Me- 
thods for  defeating  the  Rebellion. 

'  Thank  God  !  Sir,  the  People,  from  their  natural 
good  Senfe,  have  judged  better  than  was  expe6ted  by 
the  Toung  Pretender  and  his  Adherents.  Though  they 
thought  themfelves  in  Danger  of  being  devoured  by 
Scylhy  they  were  too  wife  to  think  of  throwing  them- 
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^ijno  19.      felves  in  the  Way  of  being  fwallowed  up  by  Charybdk,. 
^eo;  11.3  74$.    This  indeed  is  a  Proof  of  the  Wifdom  of  the  Feoplej 
but  at  the  fame  Time  it  is  a  Proof  of  the  Danger  wd 
expo(e  ourfelves  to,  by  leaving  the  People  v/ithout  Re- 
Sref^)    in  refpe6t  to  any  Grievance  they  generally  and 
loudly  complain  ofV    Even  thofe  who  think  the  Peo- 
ple's Complaints' and  A  pprehenfionq   groiindlefs,    will, 
from  our  prefent  Dange.%  fee,    that  it  is  better  to  re- 
itiove  a  groundiefs  popisiar  Complaint,  than  to  rifk  a 
new  Rebellion,  by  turning;  a  deaf  Ear  to  it,   and  obfti- 
iiately  refufing   to   give   the   People'  any  Satisfaction. 
Therefore  I  muft  conclude,'  that  after  this  Rebellion  is 
extinguiOied,  we  fhair  have  a  •better  Opportunity  than 
ever  we  had  before,  of  gettin'g  fuch  Bills  pafled,  as  will 
efFedlually  put  an  End  to  Corruption,' and  fecufe  the 
Independency  of' Parliament ;  for,  I  hope,  Gentlemeri 
will  then  confider,    that  (liould  the  People  once  begirt 
tb  think,  that  linder  this  Government  they  can  expeil: 
ho  Relief  againft  Corruption,  the  fame  Wifdoni  that, 
upon  this  Occafidn,    prevented  their  approaching  thd 
Whii-lpool,  may  hereafter  make  them  run  headlong  into 
it,  as  a  Man  qf  common  Senfe  would  chufe  to  be  drowned 
father  than  dievotired.  '    v  ,:,;•..■,,.  -    ,    >     ...r   .,,-..   ^ 
'  *  I  {hall  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  thatMinif- 
ters  alvvays  have  bppofed,  and  I   fear  always  will  6p- 
|)ofe,  any  Bill  that  has  a  Tendency  towards  preventing 
Corruption.     I  fhall   likewife  admit,    that  Minifters 
have  for  a  long  Timfe  had  a  great,  perhaps  too  great 
an  Infiuencfe  in  this  Houfe  as  well  as  the  other  ;  but  I 
cannot  admit   as  any  indubitable  Pofition,' that  they 
Will  always  have  fo  much  Influence,  as  to  prevent  any 
fuch  Bills  being  brought  into  this  Houfe,  or  to  get  it 
reje61ed  by  the  other.     When  a  Qi^ieftion  is  brought 
into  either  Fioufe,  which  in  its  owh  Nature  admits  of 
Difpute,    anci  where  it  is  a   little  difficult  to  determine 
which  Sitle  is  moft  for  the  public  Good,   it  may  be  in 
the  Power  of  Miniflers  to  fway  thofe  who  are  doubtful 
m  their  Opinion  ;    but  when  the  Minifters  are  on  one? 
Side,    and  the  public  Good  evidently  and  plainly  on  the 
other,  I  do  not  think  it  ever  w^s,  I  hope,   it  ni^ver  will 
be,  in  the  Power  of  Minifters,   to  bring  a  Majority  of 
cither  Houfe  to  vote  for  their  Side  of  the  QuelHon,  "  If 
?hey  have  hiiherto  got  a  Majority^  in  this  or  the  other 
^'=  ;  ...        •    /  •     >   •      •  •     ■      Houfei 
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Houfe,  to  vote  againft  the  bringing  in  or  palling  of 
fuch  Bills  as  were  propofed  for  preventing  Corruptionj 
this,  I  have  the  Charity  to  believe,  proceeded  from  Gen- 
tlemens  not  being  at  that  Time  fully  fenfible  of  the 
Danger  we  are  in  from  Corruption  5  but  when  this 
Danger  becomes  apparent,  as  it  every  Day  does  more 
and  more,  lam  of  Opinion,  it  will  then  be  impoffible 
for  Minifters,  with  all  their  Influence,  to  prevent  fuch 
Bills  being  pafTed  by  both  Koufes  of  Parliament ;  and  if 
fuch  a  Bill  fhould  pafs  both  Houfes,  I  betieve  no  Mi- 
nifter  will  venture  advifing  the  King  to  refufe  his 
Afient. 

*  I  have  already  faid.  Sir,  that  this  Rebellion  will 
make  it  more  evident  than  ever  it  was  before,  that  it 
is  neceflary  to  have  feme  Bills  pafTed  for  preventing  a 
corrupt  Dependency  in  Parliament ;  and  whoever  con- 
fiders  ferioufly  the  original  Caufe  of  the  War  we  are 
engaged  in  againft  Spain,  as  well  as  that  we  are  now 
engaged  in  for  fupporting  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  muft 
conclude,  th^t  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  to  have  fome 
new  Law  for  leflening  the  Influence  of  Minifters 
in  Parliament.*  (His  Lordihip  then  enlarged  upon  the 
precipitate  and  yet  equally  unafliired  Condu£lof  our 
Minifters  in  relation  to  the  late  and  prefent  Wars,  by 
giving  a  Detail  of  the  Caufe  of  each,  and  then  went 
on  as  follows :) 

<  I  hope,  Gentlemen  will  pardon  this  Recapitulation 
of  the  Meafures,  which  evidently  appear  to  have  been 
the  Caufe  of  our  prefent  War  againft  Spain,  as  well  as 
cf  that  we  are  now  engaged  in,  for  fupporting  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ;  and  as  thefe  Meafures  muft  nov7 
appear  to  have  been  wrong,  even  to  moft  of  thofe  who 
approved  of  them,  at  the  refpe£Hve  Times  they  were 
laid  before  Parliament,  fuch  Gentlemt  '^uft  conclude, 
that  they  were  then  under  fome  Bias  jtherwife  they 
could  not  haye  approved  of  fuch  im^  uent  Meafures, 
I  am  far  from  fuppofing,  that,  in  this  ^,>^yprobation,  any 
Gentleman  voted  againft  his  Confcience.  No,  Sir,  it 
IS  a  Failing  incident  to  human  Nature,  to  be  biaflTed  in 
our  Judgment  in  all  Cafes,  where  our  Intereft  is  con- 
cerned. When  a  Gentleman  is  in  Pofleflion  or  Ex- 
^edation  of  a  lucrative  Employment,  depending  upon 
she  goodwill  of  a  Minifter,  his  Intereft  is  concerned  la 
A  a  4  eysry 
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"-''  Anno  19.      every  Qneflion,  relating  to  the  Meafures  purfued  hy 
^J'^'Jl^Ul^'i  that  Minifter  :  Hi.^  Intereft   leads  him  to  approve  of 
them,  and  this  is  fuch  a  Bias  upon  his  Judgment,  that 
he  eafilv  perfuades   himfelf  of  their  being  prudent  and 
right.    Now,  that  Experience  has  fhcwn  thofe  Meafures 
to  be  wrong,  every  Gentleman  that  formerly  approved 
of  them,  muft  be  convinced  of  its  being  abfolutely  ne- 
celTary  to  baniOi  Sdf-Intereft,  as  much  as  polfible,   out 
of  this  Affembly  ;  therefore!  muft  conclude,  that  after 
this  Rebellion  is  extingufhed,  we  fhall  more  probably 
have  an  Opportunity  to  get  fuch  Laws  pafied,    as  may 
fecure  the  Independency  of  Parliament,  than  ever  we 
had  before  ;  and  for  this  Reafon,  I  mufl  think  it  quite 
unnecelTary  for  us  to  think  of  guarding  ourfelves  againft 
the  Danger  of  Corruption,  till  we  have  fufficiently  fe- 
cured  c  urfelves  againft  the  Danger,  that  may  refultfrom 
the  Succeis  of  the  prefent  Rebellion,  v/hich  every  one 
"will  allow  to  be  more  immediate,  if  not  more  dread- 
ful.    Corriiption  is  a  flow  Poifon,  for  which  v/e  may 
find  an  Antidote,  before  it  has  produced  its  fatal  KfFefl  : 
The  Rebellion  is  a  Dagger,  now  pointed  at  our  Breaft, 
which,    if  not    inftantly  parried,    will  flab  our  Con- 
llitution  to  the  Heart. 

<  As  to  the  Arguments  drawn  from  his  Majefty's 
Speech,  in  favour  of  this  Motion,  they  have,  I  think. 
Sir,  more  of  Ingenuity  in  them,  thaja  of  folid  Reafon. 
I  never  heard  that  the  preparing  or  bringing  in  of  any 
Bill,  could  be  called  an  Advire  to  the  Crown  ;  nor 
can  we  pretend  to  give  his  MJefty  any  Advice  relating 
to  the  Rebellion,  till  we  have  inquired  into  its  Caufes, 
and  the  Methods  hitherto  taken  for  putting  an  End  to 
it,  whence  altne  we  can  difcover,  if  any,  or  what 
new  or  more  proper  Methods  may  be  taken  for  that 
Purpofe.  Aird  IS  to  the  People,  no  Bills  we  can 
frame,  can,  Ai  rhy  Opinion,  induce  them  to  aflift  his 
M-ajefty  mor*.  heartily  th^n  they  feem  at  prefent  incli- 
ned to  do.  On  the  contrary,  cur  bringing  in,  or  pa/T- 
ing any  new  and  extraordinary  Bills  at  this  Time, 
may  divert  the  Attention  of  the  P:^ople  from  the  chief 
impending  Danger,  and  render  them  lefs  careful,  per- 
haps lefs  zealous,  in  providing  againft  it. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  Strength  our  Conftitution  may 
receive  from  a  happy  End's  being  put  to  this  Rebellion, 

1  hope. 
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I  hope,  his  Majefty's  Prophecy  v/ill  be  fulfilled :  I  Anno  19. 
hope,  the  Danger  we  are  now  in  will  convince  every  Geo.  ii.  1745* 
Gentleman,  that  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  look  a  little  ^*— --v-"*^ 
more  ftri6!ly  into  the  Con(]u6i  of  our  Mjnifters  than 
we  have  done  of  late;  for  I  am  well  fatisfied,  this 
Rebellion  would  not  have  happened,  or  could  not  have 
become  fo  formidable,  if  there  had  not  been  fome  Mif- 
take  or  Negle£l  in  their  Conduct ;  and  that  we  may 
attend  to  our  Duty  in  this  Refpe6l  more  clofely  than 
we  have  done  for  feveral  Years  paft,  every  Gentleman 
muft  now  fee,  that  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  remove 
from  this  Houfe  all  Dependance  upon  Minifters  of 
State ;  for  as  this  Houfe,  in  its  inquifitive  Capacity, 
ought  to  be  their  Mafters,  it  is  unbecoming,  as  well  as 
ridiculous  in  us  to  admit  any  of  their  Servants  amongft 
us.  I  know  no  Difference  between  the  Clerk  or  Secre- 
tary of  a  great  Minifter  or  his  Footman,  but  only  that 
the  former  muft  be  the  greater  Slave  of  the  two,  be- 
caufe  he  cannot  find  fuch  a  lucrative  Place  under  any 
other  Mafter ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  muft  have  the  Ser- 
vants of  Minifters  amongft  us,  I  ftiould  chufe  to  have 
their  Footmen,  rather  than  thofe  advanced  to  any  De- 
gree of  Preferment.  I  likewife  hope.  Sir,  that  this 
Rebellion  will  convince  us,  how  unfafe  it  is  to  truft  to 
a  ftanding  Army  alone,  and  that  it  is  neceflary  to  have 
not  only  a  nominal,  but  a  real  Militia,  a  Militia  un- 
der fuch  Difcipline  and  Command,  as  may  be  of  Ser- 
vice in  Time  of  Danger.  But  fuch  Regulations  as 
thefe  deferve  a  moft  ferious  and  mature  Confideration, 
which  requires  a  Time  of  more  Leifure  and  Tranquil- 
lity than  when  a  Rebellion  is  raging  in  the  Heart  of 
our  Country,  and  two  powerful  hoftile  Nations  prepa- 
ring to  invade  us.  Therefore,  Sir,  I  muft  be  againft 
attempting  to  frame  any  fuch  Bills  as  are  hinted  at  in 
this  Amendment,  till  a  happy  Period  be  put  to  the  pre- 
fent  Rebellion  ;  and  confequently  I  muft  be  againft  our 
agreeing  to  the  Amendment  now  propofed.' 

The  Queftion,  that  the  Amendment  be  added,  pafl^ed 
in  the  Negative:  But  the  main  Queftion  for  the  Ad- 
drefs  pafTed  nemine  contradicente. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Bill  for  the  De- 
impower  his  Majefty  to  detain  fuch  Perfons,  as  his  ^^"J?^"  °^/"^' 
Majefty  fhall  fufped  are  confpiring  againft  his  Perfon  brought  inT^ 

and 
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•i»nno  19.  and  Goyeinment,  The  Bill  was  accordingly  brought 
^t^Jtl!^  ^"5  ^y  ^^'  Attorney-General,  received,  read  the  firft 
^,*.»«y***^  jjj^g^  ^  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

Ot^,  18.  The  Houfe  made  the  ufual  Orders  and 
Rerolutions,  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seffion,  and 
appointed  the  ufual  Committees, 

The  beforementioned  Bill,  with  the  Amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  Committee,  were  reported  to  the 
Houfe  by  Mr.  Attorney- General ;  the  Amendments 
agreed  to,  and  the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  ordered 
?:he  Bill  paffed.  to  be  engrofTed. — Ordered,  That  the  engrofled  B|ill, 
being  read  a  third  time,  do  pafs. 

O^.  21.  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Houfe  atf 
tended  his  Majefty,  upon  Saturday  laft,  with  their  Ad- 
drefs,  to  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  give  this, 
molt  gracious  Anfwer : 

*'  Gentlemen, 
««  T  Return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this  dutiful  and 
«'  JL   sli-edionate  Addrefs. 

''  Thvi  Zeal  and  Vigour,  which  you  have  with  fo 
*'  much  Unanimity  declared  on  this  Occafion,  will,  I 
''  truil  in  God,  enable  meto  put  a  fpeedy  End  to  this  Re- 
'^  bellion :  Whatever  Strength  you  fhall  place  in  my 
''  Hands,  you  may  be  aiFured  fhkli  be  employed  only 
"  to  pre  mote  the  Good  and  Happinefs  of  my  People, 
*'  and  to  fecu'-e  to  them  the  perpetual  Enjoyment  of 
*^  their  Religion,    Laws,   and  Liberties." 

Refolutions  of        0^.  28.  Mr.   Fajie  reported  the   following  Refolu- 
the^Conimittee  ^j^^g  ^f  ^\^q  Committee ofS'^pply,  viz.  i.  That  40,000 
O'oap^y,         jyj^^  ^^    employed  for   1746,    for   Sea   Service,    be- 
ginning January  i,   1745.     2.  That  four  Pounds  per 
Man,  per  Months  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid 
40,000  Men  for  thirteen  Months,  including  the  Ord- 
nance for  Sea  Service,  Which  Refolutions  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 
Dfbate  on  the        A  Motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hume  Campbell,  That  a 
Fiogrcfsot  the    Committee    be   now    appointed  to   enquire   into   the 
Rebuhon.         (.^^^j-^^   ^f  jj^g  Progrefs  of  the  Rebellion  in  Scotland^ 
which  Motion  occafioned  a  Debate,  when  James  Of- 
2  walds 
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fucU,  Efqj  firft  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following     Anno  19, 
Effea:  Geo.  11.1745. 

'  If  ever  there  was  a  Neceffity  for  a  Parliamentary  J*"ies  Ofwald, 
Inquiry,  if  ever  there  can  be  a  Neceflity  for  any  fuch  ^' 
Inquiry,  that  Neceility  mud  now  exift ;  and  therefore 
I  was  furprized  to  find  the  leaft  Oppofition  made  to 
this  Motion.  When  Mifcondudl  in  our  public  Affairs 
is  not  only  fufpedted,  but  from  the  Event  apparent, 
and  when  by  that  Mifcondudl  the  Nation  is  brought 
into  the  moft  imminent  Danger,  furely  it  is  then,  if 
ever,  a  Time  for  the  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the 
Condu6l  of  our  Minifters,  that  thofe  whofe  Wicked- 
nefs  or  Weaknefs  has  brought  us  into  that  Danger, 
may  be  removed,  and  the  Management  of  our  public 
Affairs  put  into  the  Hands  of  more  able  or  more  honeft: 
Counfellors.  At  fuch  a  Crifis,  would  it  be  prudent  ta 
truft  our  being  brought  out  of  the  impending  Danger, 
to  thofe  by  whofe  Weaknefs  or  Wickednefs  we  had  been 
brought  into  it?  This  furely  would  in  all  Cafes  be  the 
Height  of  Folly;  but  when  the  Danger  is  fuch,  that 
we  could  not  have  been  brought  into  it,  but  by  the 
iitmoft  Neglecl:,  or  the  blackeft  Treachery,  it  would 
in  that  Cafe  be  the  Height  of  Madnefs  to  truft  for  our 
Relief  to  thofe  very  Men  who  had  fubjefted  us  to  the 
Danger.       ■       ■ 

'  *  Is  not  this  the  Cafe,  Sir,  with  refpe£l  to  the  prefent 
Rebellion  ?  Is  it  poflible  to  fuppofe,  that  from  fuch  a 
fmall  Beginning  it  could  have  rifen  to  fuch  a  Height, 
or  met  with  fuch  Succefs,  without  the  moft  wilful 
Neglect,  or  the  moft  unpardonable  Ignorance,  in  thofe 
whofe  Bufmefs  it  was  to  take  Care  of  the  internal 
Tranquillity  of  the  Kingdom,  and  v/ho,  in  the  Time 
of  a  foreign  War,  efpecially  a  War  with  France  and 
Spain^  ought  to  have  been  more  than  ufually  watchful 
to  prevent  or  ftifle  any  Civil  Commotions?  What 
Knowledge  our  Minifters  might  have  of  the  Circum- 
ftances  of  their  native  Country,  I  fhall  not  determine  ; 
but  I  am  fure  there  was  not  a  Gentleman  in  the  King- 
ciom  that  ever  applied  his  Thoughts  to  the  Subject, 
who  did  not  know,  that  in  the  North  of  Scotland  the 
Difaffcded  were  very  numerousj  and  that,  as  the  whole 
•  '  ,  Country 
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Anno  ig.  Country  without  Diftindion  had  been  difarmed  by 
Geo.  II.  1745.  ^Q.  ^f  Parliament,  the  Friends  of  the  Government  had 
it  not  in  their  Power  to  prevent  or  oppofe  an  Infurrec- 
tion  of  the  DifafFecSled,  in  Cafe  the  latter  fhould  be  fur- 
jiifhed  with  Arms  and  x^mmunition,  by  our  foreign 
Enemies. 

*  In  thefe  Circumftances,   Sir,  ^nd  when  we  were  at 
open  V/ar  both  with  France  and  Spain^  was  it  poffibie 
for  any  Miniiier  to  fuppofe,  that  our  foreign  Enemies 
would  not  endeavour  to  ftir  up  the  DifafFefted  to  Re- 
bellion, and  to  furniih.  them  with  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion for  that  Purpofe,  in  Cafe  the  necelTary  Meafures 
ihould   be   negle61:ed  for  preventing   its    being  in  the 
Power  of  the  Difafte£led  to  alTemble,  or  to  rife  in  Arms 
againil  the  Government  ?  This,  Sir,  was  certainly  to 
be  expe6i:ed,  even   fuppofing  our  foreign  Enemies  had 
never  fince  the  War  began  attempted  to  invade  us,  or 
ihewn  any  Defigrl  to  raife  Difturbances  within  the  King- 
dom ;  but  when  they  had  the  very  Year  before  attempt- 
ed to  invade  us,  when  they  had  called   the  Preienderh 
Son  from  Rome^    in   order  to  have  him   ready  to  be 
wafted   over  to  this  Ifland,  the  firft  Opportunity  that 
fhould  offer,    furely  our   Minifters  ought  to  have  been 
upon   their  guard.     They  ought  to  have  confidered 
the     Circumftances    of    every    Part   of    the   Illand ; 
and  if  they  had,  they  muft  have  concluded,  that  the 
next  Attempt  would  certainly  be  made  upon  the  North 
of  Scotland^    if  proper  Meafures  were    not    taken   to 
prevent  any  Infurre£lion  in  that  Part  of  the  Country, 
The  Attempt  made  by  the  French  the  Year  before  to 
invade  us  with  a  great  Force,  had  fhewn,  that  while 
we  were  fuperior  at   Sea,  all  fuch  Attempts  would  be 
vain  and  ridiculous;  and   unlefs  they  could  invade  us 
with  a  confiderable  Force,  there  was  no   Part  of  the 
Ifland,  except  the  North  of  Scotland,  where  they  could 
expert  to  be  joined  by  any  great  Number  of  the  Inha- 
bitants ;  but  as  to  that  Part  of  the  Country,  in  its  then 
Circumfhnces,  if  our   Minifters   did  not,  the  French 
certainly  knew,  that  if  they  fent  but  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition, the  Inhabitants  themfelves  might  probably  make 
them  Mafters  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Ifland,  and  give 
our  Government  here  fuch  an  Interruption  as  would, 
for  one  Campaign  at  leaft,  prevent  our  being  able  to 

give 
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give  any  great  Affiftance  to  our  Friends  upon  the  Con-    Anno  i^. 
tinent.  Geo.  II.  174^ 

'  Was  it  not  then  incumbent  upon  our  Minifters,  Sir, 
to  take  all  proper  Meafures  for  bridling  the  DifafFeded 
in  that  Part  of  the  Country  ?  Could  any  one  be  to  feek 
for  thofe  Meafures,  thzt  were  proper  for  preferving  our 
domeftic  Tranquillity  ?  Thofe  who  know  that  Country 
better  than  I  do,  may,  perhaps,  fuggeft  feveral  Things 
that  might  have  been  done  for  this  Purpofe,  which  do 
not  occur  to  my  Obfervation  ;  but  there  are  three 
Things  which  muft,  I  think,  occur  to  the  Obfervation 
of  every  Man  in  the  Kingdom,  and  that  is,  To  have 
kept  two  or  three  of  our  Ships  always  cruizing  among 
the  Weftern  Iflands,  and  upon  the  Weftern  Coaft  of 
Scotland  ',  to  have  pofted  mcft,  if  not  all,  the  Troops 
we  had  in  Scotland  at  hivernefs  -,  and  to  have  provided 
Magazines  of  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  the  Well-af- 
feded  in  that  Part  of  the  Country.  Our  Cruizers 
would  have  prevented  the  People  of  any  of  the  Weftern 
Iflands  from  thinking  of  taking  Arms  againft  the  Go- 
vernment, or  would  at  leaft  have  prevented  its  being  in 
their  Power  to  get  over  to  join  their  Friends  upon  the 
Continent ;  and  if  the  few  Troops  that  were  left  in 
Scotland  had  been  pofted  at  Inverncfs^  and  Arms  put  in- 
to the  Hands  of  fuch  of  the  People  as  we  could  cer- 
tainly depend  on,  the  Difaffefted  could  never  have  got 
to  any  Head,  even  fuppofmg  they  had  refolved  to  make 
fuch  an  Attempt.  But,  I  am  perfuaded,  if  thefe  Mea- 
fures had  been  taken,  none  of  the  DifaiFecled  would 
ever  have  thought  of  giving  the  Government  any  Dif- 
turbance,  nor  would  the  Pretender^s  Son  have  thought 
of  landing  in  any  Partofthe  Britijh  Dominions,  with- 
out fuch  a  Fcrce  as  it  was  impolEble  for  the  French  to 
fend  along  with  him. 

'  Inftead  of  taking  any  fuch  Meafure  as  I  have  men- 
tioned, we  had  not  fo  much  as  one.Cruizsr  ftationed 
among  the  Weftern  Iflands,  nor  was  the  leaft  Care 
taken  to  provide  the  Well-affeded  with  Arms  or  Am- 
munition ;  and  as  to  the  few  Troops  that  were  left  in 
Scotland,  except  a  very  fmali  Garrifcn  at  Fort-WiU'iani^ 
fcarcely  fufiicient  for  defending  the  Place,  much  lefs 
for  keepiiig  the  neighbouring  difaffe6led  People  in  Awe  ^ 
I  fay,  except  this  Garrifcn,  the  Whole  of  the  P.eguh.r 
3  Troops 
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Anno  19.  Troops  left  in  Scotland  were  drawn  away  to  the  Soutiil 
Ceo,  II.  1745.  where  we  could  not  be  under  the.  leaft  Apprehenfioii 
V  i-)^"  »i  of  any  Infurre6tion  or  Invafion.  This  Conduifl  of  ours^ 
with  regard  to  the  North  of  Scotland,  was,  certainly, 
reprefented  in  its  true,  Light  to  the  Court  oi  France ^  by 
Letters  froiii  the  Pretender\  Friends  in  Bcotland,  and 
by  this  that  Court  was  encouraged  to  equip  the  Towtg 
Pretender  for  that  Expedition,  which  has  now  bred  fucH 
Confufion  amongft  us.;  for  whatever  may  bepretended| 
I  am  convinced  the  Court  of  France,  underhand,  fur- 
iiifhed  him  with  Money  for  that  Expeditioii.  They 
thought  it  fuch  a  romantic  Undertakings  that  they 
would  not  appear  openly  to  have  any  Hand  iii  it  5  and 
it  was  lucky  for  us  they  had  fo  bad  an  Opinion  of  it ; 
for,  notwithftanding  all  the  Money  we  pay  for 
Secret  Service,  I  am  afraid,  our  Intelligence  is  not  fo 
good,  but  that  the  French  might  have  fent,  from  fome  of 
their  Weftern  Ports,  a  Fleer,  with  three  or  four  thou- 
fand  Land  Forces  aboard,  along  with  the  Young  Pre- 
tender to  Scotland.  A  Dozen  of  Tranfports  would  have 
been  fufficient  for  this  Furpofe,  and  a  Squadron  of  three 
or  four  Men  of  War  would  have  defended  them  againft 
our  Cruizers.  Such  a  Fleet,  I  fay,  they  might,  per- 
haps, have  fitted  out  from  one  of  their  Weftern  Ports^ 
before  we  had  got  any  Intelligence  of  it ;  and  if  the 
Young  Pretender  had  landed  with  fuch  a  Force  in  the 
Weft  Highlands  of  Scotland,  confidering  the  naked 
Circumftances  that  Country  was  left  in,  the  Rebel- 
lion would,  perhaps,  foon  have  become  much  more 
formidable  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Whereas,  had  the 
Methods  which  1  have  mentioned  been  taken,  the  Pre- 
iender^s  landing  even  with  fuch  a  Force,  could  have 
given  us  very  little  Difturbance;  becaufe,  if  they  had 
landed  any  where  to  the  South  of  Fort  William,  they 
would  have  found  very  few  to  have  joined  them  ;  and 
our  Regular  Troops,  had  they  been  pofted  at  Inver^ 
nefs,  with  tne  AffiHiance  of  the  Well-affedted  in  that 
Country,  would  have  prevented  their  being  joined  by 
any  of  the  People  to  the  North  or  Weft  of  that  Fort. 
I^he  Confequence  of  this  would  probably  have  been, 
that  the  French  Troops,  upon  finding  themfelvcs  not 
joined  or  fupported  by  the  People  of  the  Country, wouB 
have  rcirnbarked  s  or,  if  they  had  not,  ovifr  Army  .^rora 
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Invernefs^  after  fecurlng  the  Peace  cf  the  Country,  by  Anno  19, 
feizing  moft  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  DifafFedted,  might  Geo.  ii.  1745. 
have  marched  againft  them.  And  even  ruppofrng  they 
had  landed  in  that  Country  where  this  Rebellion  firft 
broke  out,  if  our  regular  Army  had  been  pofled  at  In- 
vernefs^  and  all  the  Friends  of  the  Government  pro- 
vided with  Arms,  and  ready  to  aflemble  upon  the  firfl: 
Notice,  I  believe,  the  French  would  have  found  very 
few  ready  to  join  them,  even  in  that  Country  where 
DifafFe(Stion  moft  generaUy  prevails  ;  becaufe  our  Army 
being  fo  near  at  Hand,  the  DifafFeded  muft  have  fup- 
pofed,  that  they  would  be  overpowered  before  they 
could  aflemble  in  any  great  Body. 

'  Sir,  it  was  folely  the  defencelefs  Condition  the  Coun- 
try was  left  in, that  encouraged  the  Difaffedled  to  appear 
in  Arms  againft  the  Government :  It  was  this  alone 
that  encouraeed  the  French  Court  to  fend  the  TounT 
Pretender  to  Scotland,  I  fhall  not  find  Fault  with  our 
drawing  fo  many  Troops  out  of  Scotland^  but  furely  the 
Troops  that  were  left  there,  ought  to  have  been  pofted 
in  that  Part  of  the  Country,  where  an  Infurredlion  was 
chiefly  to  be  apprehended  ;  and  fmce  we  were  to  draw 
av/ay  fo  many  of  our  Troops,  Care  ihould  have  been 
taken  to  have  the  Militia  of  the  Country  v/ell  provided 
with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and  ready  to  aflemble 
and  march  againft  any  that  Ihould  dare  to  appear  againft 
the  Government.  The  Iflands  fliould  likewife,  as  I 
have  faid,  been  taken  Care  of,  by  ftationing  fome  of 
our  Men  of  War  amongft  them,  becaufe  in  moft  of 
them  we  could  not  depend  upon  the  People  ;  and  thefe 
Men  of  War  fhould  have  had  Orders  to  give  Attention 
to  what  was  doing:  amongft  the  People,  and  to  fend 
Advice  to  Fort  William^  if  they  faw  an  Appearance  of 
any  Commotion,  v/hich  Advice  might  eafily  have  been 
forwarded  to  cur  Army  at  Invernefs,  Thefe  Precau- 
tions were  neceflary,  becaufe  we  knew  that  moft  of 
the  Weftern  Iflands,  and  a  great  Part  of  the  oppoHte 
Coaft,  were  in  the  Pofl^eflion  of  Gentlemen  very  much 
.  fafpefted  of  Difaffedlion,  and  who  had  an  abfolute 
Command  over  a  People  bred  to  Arms,  and  always  too 
ready  to  make  ufe  of  them  againft  our  prefent  happy 
jtftabliftiment.  And.  not  to  make  ufe  of  any  of  thefe 
PrecautionSj  at  a  Time  when  we  w^ere  in  open  War 
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both  with  France  ^nd  Spain,  was,  I  muft  fay,  an  un- 
pardonable Neglect  in  thofe,  whofe  Duty  it  is  to  watch 
over,  and  to  provide  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  domef- 
tic  Tranquillity, 

'  Though  what  I  hitherto  faid,  Sir,  more  properly 
relates  to  the  Rife  than  the  Progrefs  of  the  Rebellion, 
yet  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  explain  the  defenceleff* 
Condition  in  which  the  North  of  Scotland  had  been  left, 
becaufe  the  Progrefs  of  the  Rebellion  is,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, chiefly  owing  to  the  fame  Caufe  :  I  mean,  a 
total  Negledt  of  the  Affairs  of  that  Country.  We  not 
only  negle6ted  to  take  any  of  the  Precautions  neceflary 
for  preventing  a  Rebellion;  but  after  it  v/as  begun,  or 
at  leaft  after  we  had  an  Account  of  the  Tomig  Pretender^s 
landing,  wefor  fome  Time  negleded to  take  any  proper 
Method  for  putting  a  Stop  to  it.  I  cannot  be  parti- 
cular as  to  Dates,  but  I  mufl  fuppofe,  that  the  Toung 
Pretender  landed  ki  the  Well  of  Scotland  2hout  the  Mid- 
dle of  July,  becaufe  the  Engagement  between  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Ship  the  Lion,  and  the  Man  of  War  he  had  for 
his  Convoy,  happened  upon  the  Qtb  of  that  Month  ;  and 
as  the  Frigate  he  was  in,  proceeded  dire6lly  upon  her 
Voyage,  it  is  probable  he  landed  within  {ix  or  eight 
Days  of  that  Time.  As  to  the  particular  Day  on  which 
our  Minifters  here  had  an  Account  of  his  landing,  I 
cannot  be  pofitive ;  but  I  have  been  told,  that  they 
had  an  Account  of  it  by  Exprefs  very  foon  after  his 
landing.  What  then  was  proper  for  them  to  do? 
Our  Regular  Troops  Were  then,  as  I  have  faid,  all  in. 
the  South  of  Scotland,  and  confequently  at  too  great 
a  Diftance  to  crufh  the  Rebellion  in  its  Infancy  ;  there- 
fore, in  order  to  prevent  the  Rebellion's  fpreading,  or 
coming  to  any  great  Head,  Vv-e  had  nothing  for  it  but 
to  truft  to  fuch  of  the  People  of  that  Country,  as 
have  always  (hewn  an  Attachment  to  our  prefent  hap- 
py Eftablifhment.  For  this  Reafon  proper  Orders  fhould 
have  been  immediately  difpatched  to  the  Noblemen 
and  Gentlemen  who  were  there,  to  raife  their  Tenants 
and  Friends  with  what  Arms  they  could  get,  and  to 
poffefs  themfelves  of  the  ftrong  Pafies  about  Fort  Aw 
gujlus  and  other  Places  through  which  the  Rebels  were 
obliged  to  pafs,  in  order  to  march  towards  the  South 
of  Scotland,  One  of  our  bell- failing  Ships  fhould  like- 
wife 
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been  ifrmediately   difpatched   from   hence  dire£^]y  for      Anno  19. 
Invernefs^  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  our  Friends  ^^o-  i^.  '745« 
in  that  Country. 

*  Was  any  thing  like  this  done?  No,  Sir  :  No  Or- 
ders were  fent  to  any  Perfon  in  Scotland^  except  to  Sir 
John  Cope,  though  there  was  then  a  Nobleman  in  Scot- 
land^ and  very  near  the  Seat  of  Rebellion,  who,  both 
from  his  Quah'ty  and  his   known  Attachment  to  our 
prefent  Royal  Family,  deferved  the  utmolt  Confidence, 
and  who  could  have  been  of  great  Service  in  ftifiing  toe 
Rebellion  in  its  Infancy,  had  any  proper  Orders  been 
fent  to  him.     But  nothing  was  thought  of,  fave  that 
alone   of  ordering  General  Cope  to  march  with  what 
Forces  he  could  againft  th  e  Rebels ;  and  the  Confequence 
was,  that  inftead  of  the  Rebels  beifig  penned  up  in  their 
own  barren  Country,  they  had  pofTefTed    themfelves  of 
the  Pafles,  fo  that  our  General,  with  his  regular  Army, 
could  neither  attack  them,  nor  march  into  their  Coun- 
try, but  was  obliged  to  turn  ofF  to  Invernefs,  and  leave 
them  a  free  PafTage  to  Edinburgh -,  and  in  their  March 
thither,  being  joined   by   all  the   DifafFe6led    in    their 
Way,  their  Army  was  fo  much  increafed,  that  it  was 
apparently  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  for  Ge- 
neral Cope^  with  the  fmall  Number  of  Troops  he  had, 
to  engage  them.     Who  it  was  that  advifed  Mr.  Copes 
marching  back  from  Invernefsy  I  do  not  know ;  but,  in 
my  Opinion,  the  Advice  could  proceed  from  none  but 
fuch  as  were  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Nature  of  the  Men 
the  Rebel  Army   confifted  of.     To   attempt   to  fight 
them,  after  their  Army  was  become  fo  much  fuperior 
in  Number,  was  too  great  a  Rifk,  and  a  Riik  we  had 
no  Occafion  to  run  j  therefore,  I  think,  it  would  have 
been  much  more  prudent  to  have  ordered  Mr.  Cope  tQ 
have  (laid  at  Invernefs^  in  order  to  prevent  the  Rebels 
getting  any  Reinforcements   from  that  Country,  and 
to  affemble  the  Friends  of  the  Government,    who  in 
a   fhort   Time    might   all   have   been  provided    with 
Arms  from  hence.     While  he  was  there,  the  Rtbe'i 
would  not    have   dared     to     march     into    England^ 
and  in  a  Ihort  Time  an  Army  might  have  been  fejit 
from  England,  too  numerous  for  them  to  encoui>terj 
by  which  Means  an  End  might  have  been  put  to   the 
Rebellion,  even  without  our  being  obliged  to  venture 
Vol.  1L  3  b  a  Bat- 


[  37^  ] 
Anfto  19.      a  Battle,  unlefs  with  the  Odds  very  much  in  our  Fa- 
Geo.  II,  1745.    vour.     Whereas,  by  ordering  General  Cope  to    march 
"  back  from  Invernefs^  and  to  fight  the  Rebels  at  all  Ad- 
ventures, we  ventured  a  Battle  with   the    Odds  very 
much  againft  us  5  and  the  Confcquence  was  our  giving 
them  the  Honour  of  a  Vi6lory,    apd  an   Opportunity 
to   march  into  England^  with   a  Character  much  be- 
yond what  they  could  otherwil'e  have  acquired, 

'  From  what  I  haveiaid,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  not 
only  the  Rife,  but  the  Progrefs  of  the  prefent  Rebel- 
lion, and  the  formidable  Afpedl  it  now  bears,  art  en- 
tirely ov^'ing  to  the  Negle6l  and  imprudence  of  fome  of 
thoie  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to  take  Care  of  our  domeftic 
Tranquillity,  and  to  prevent  any  Diverfion  being  given 
to  our  Arms,  either  by  an  Invafion  or  Infurre6tion, 
at  a  Time  when  they  are  To  ufefuUv  employed  for  re- 
iloring  the  Tranquillity  oi  Europe.  Who  the  Perforsare 
that  deferve  to  be  blamed,  1  fhall  not  pretend  to  point 
out ;  but  they  may  eafily,  and  they  ou^t  to  be  pointed 
out  by  a  Parhamentary  Inquiry.  As  the  Danger  is 
now  become  imminent,  this  Inquiry  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately entered  into.  A  few  Days  Delay  may  ren- 
der, our  Difficulties  infurmountable.  Any  new  Piece 
of  NegletSk  any  new  IVlifcondu6l  may  render  former 
Faults  irreparable,  and  the  Rebellion  irrefiftible.  It 
is  lucky  for  us.  Sir,  that  the  Rebels  have  amufed  theni" 
felves  fo  long  about  Edinburgh  ;  for  had  they  marched 
forward  directly  after  their  Vidory  at  Frejlon^  they 
might  by  this  Time  have  been  Mafters  of  A^^w^/t/ZA', 
perhaps  of  York  \  and  had  they  obtained  a  new  Victory 
in  that  Part  of  the  Country,  it  might  have  been  of 
the  moft  fatal  Confequence,  By  our  laft  Accounts 
from  the  North,  they  feem  nov/  to  be  preparing  for  a 
March,  and  if  they  bend  their  Courfe  Southwards,  as 
they  fay  they  intend,  it  is  hjgh  Time  for  this  Houfe  ta 
think  of  the  Safety  of  the  Nation,  and  to  have  the 
befl  Pilots  that  can  be  chofen,  appointed  to  govern 
the  Helm  of  our  public  Affairs.  For  this  Purpofe  it  is 
iiecefl'ary  for  us  to  inquire  into  our  pad  Conduct  with 
regard  to  the  Rebellion,  and  therefore  I  ihall  be  for 
agreeing  to  this  Motion.' 

I'homas 
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Toomas  WinnhigtQny  Efq;  replied  toihefe  Arguments       Anno  19. 
as  follows :  "  ^«o- 1.^- 1.74' 

/  sir,  L--V-— . 

,  'I  difter  fo  much  from  the  Hon.  Gentlemen  who 
liave  made  and  fupported  this  Motionj  that  I  do  not  Thomas  win^ 
think,  there  was  ever  a  ParliameHtary  Inquiry  propofed  nington,  1% 
at  a  more  improper  Time,  or  into  any  AfFiir  where 
there  was  lefs  Occafion  for  it.  Such  Propofitions,  I 
know,  are  always  popular,  and  fiich  Inquiries  are  of 
Ufe  to  Gentlemen  who  are  feeking  an  Occafion  to  dif- 
play  their  Parts,  and  to  (hew  how  fit  they  are  for  pub- 
lic Bufmefs  j  but  as  to  any  Uie  the  Nation  has  of  late 
reaped  from  them,  I  think,  we  havd  no  great  Encourage- 
ment to  give  ourfeives  any  fach  Trouble.  F6r  my  own 
Part,  Sir,  1  lay  it  down  as  a  certain  Rule,  that  no  Par- 
liamentary Inquiry  ought  ever  to  be  fet  on  Foot,  unleis 
when  fome  notable  atid  apparent  Injury  has  been  done  to 
the  Public,  and  that  Injury  of  fuch  a  Sort  as  cannot 
be  adequately  redrefled  by  any  other  Method;  and  even 
in  this  Cafe  we  ought  tochufe  a  proper  Tinie  for  going 
injto  the  Inquiry,  for  other  wife  it  may  be  of  more 
Mifchief  than  Benefit  to  the  Nation. 

'  According  to  this  Rule,  Sir,  let  us  examine  the  Pro- 
pofition  now  before  us.  The  Rebellion,  I  fhall  grant,  is 
a  moft  notable  and  apparent  Injury  to  the  Public;  buc 
by  whom  has  that  Injury  been  done?  In  my  Opinion, 
by  none  but  the  Rebels  themfelves,  and,  I  hope,  we 
ftiall  foon  be  in  a  Condition  to  infli6!  condign  Puniih- 
ment  upon  moft  of  themj  without  any  Parliamentary 
Inquiry.  But,  fay  Gentlemen,  this  Rebellion  owes  its 
Rife,  and  the  Succefs  it  has  met  with,  to  the  Negle6t  , 
and  Imprudence  of  our  Minlfters.  If  1  thought  fo,  I 
ihould  beat  a  proper  Time  as  fiingulne  for  an  Inquiry j 
as  any  Gentleman  in  this  AfiTembly.  But  I  think  quite 
otherwife;  I  think  it  is  ov/ing  to  nothing  but  the  Mad- 
nefs,  the^jFoliy,  and  the  Wickednefs  of  thofe  that  have 
engaged  in  it.  Our  Minifters  had,  it  is  true,  goodRea- 
fon  to  fufpe6^,  iliat  cur  foreign  Enemies  would  endea- 
vour to  invade  us;  and  accordingly  they  harve,  everfince 
the  War  began,  taken  fuch  Methods  as  have  been  ef- 
fedlual  for  preventing  it;  but  they  could  not  fuppofe^ 
that  a  few   ^€:it^h  Highlanders  would  be  fo  mad  as  to 
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Anno  19.  take  it  into  their  HeaJs,  that  without  any  foreign  Affif!- 
Geo.  II.  ^745.  g^^g  jj^^y  could  conquer  the  whole  Ifland  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, efpecially  after  the  Parliament  and  the  whole  Na- 
tion had,  upon  Occafion  of  the  late  threatened  Invafion, 
{o  unanimoufly  declared  for  the  Support  of  our  prefent 
Government.  Nay,  even  fuppofing  the  French  had  by 
Stealth  landed  a  few  Troops  in  the  North  of  Scotlan§y 
our  Minifters  had  na  Reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  they 
would  be  joined  by  any  great  Nonaber  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants. His  Majefty^'s  Government,  ever  fince  his  Ac- 
cefiion,  has  been  fo  juft  and  mild,  that  there  could  be 
no  Difcontents  in  that  or  any  other  Parts  of  the  King- 
dom: Even  the  FapiJIs  and  Nonjurors  have  been  made 
fo  eafy,  and  have  been  allowed  fo  much  Liberty,  with 
refpe<5l:  both  to  their  Civil  and  Religious  Concerns,  that 
k  could  not  be  expeded,  they  would  be  fo  wicked 
as  to  rebel  again  ft  a  Government,  which  had  allowed 
them  fo  much  Favour  and  Indulgence. 

'  Our  Minifters  had  therefore.  Sir,  no  Reafon  for  put- 
ting the  Nation  to  anyExpence,  on  Account  of  guard- 
ing again%a  Rebellion,  or  to  fend  the  Troops  into 
Quarters,  where  neither  the  OiHcers  nor  Soldiers  could 
fubfift  with  any  Comfort.  If  they  had  put  the  Nation 
to  the  Expence  of  having  three  or  four  of  our  Men  of 
War  Rationed  among  the  Weftern  Illands  of  Scotland^ 
I  am  perfuaded,  it  would  have  been  made  a  Ground  of 
Complaint  agairft  them,  it  would  have  been  faid,  that 
as  there  is  no  Shipping  nor  any  Trade  upon  that  Coaft, 
there  was  no  Occafion  for  Rationing  any  Ships  there, 
ar/d  that  our  Trade  was  neglected  in  other  Parts  for  the 
Sake  of  keeping  Cruifers,  no  one  knew  for  what,  upon 
a  Coaft  where  no  Ship  ever  appears,  unlefs  when  drove 
there  by  Strefs  of  Weather.  In  like  Manner,  if  large 
Quantities  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  with  all  the  other 
Implements  of  War,  had  been  fent  to  the  North  of  5^^*- 
hnd^  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Militia  there,  it  would  have 
been  faid,  that  our  Minifters  were  putting  the  Nation  to 
a  needlefs  Expence,  for  guarding  againft  imaginary 
Dangers,  at  a  Time  when  it  was  hardly  able  to  bear  the 
Expence  neceftary  for  carrying  on  the  War.  Thus,  Sir, 
Minifters  mull  expedt  to  be  blamed,  let  them  a6l  in 
what  Way  they  will  :  If  they  guard  jagainft  all  poftible 
Dangers,  and   thereby  prevent  them,  they  are  accufed 
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of  wafting  the  public  Treafure  in  guarding  againft  ima-     Anno  1.9.         * 
ginary  Dangers;  and  when  the  Nation  is  brought  into  f^°-  ^^-^745- 
any   Danger,  let  it  be  never  fo  accidental,   let  it  be  of  ' 
fuch  a  Nature  as  could  fcarcely  before  have  been  faid  to 
be  poffible,  they  are  accufed  of  Negkii,  Ignorance,  or 
Want  of  Forefight. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  Regard  to  the  Place  where   the 
Troops  left  in  Scotland  ought  to  have  been  pofted  or 
quartered,  I  think,  it  is  generally  admitted  as  a  Max- 
im in  Politics,  that  the  Prefervation  of  the  Capital  City- 
ought  always  to  be  the  chief  Care  of  the  Government. 
I  fhall  grant,  that  we  were  not  in  any  Danger  of  ait 
Infurre(5lion  among  the  People  of   the  South  or  South- 
Well  Parts  of  Scotland ;  but  if  all  the  Troops  had  been 
fent  to  Invernejs^  it  might  have  encouraged  the  French 
to  attempt  fending  two  or  three  thoufand  Land  Forces 
to  the  Frith  of  Forth^  or  of  Clyde^  with  the  Tozmg  Pre- 
tender at  their  Head  ;  and  if  they  had  landed  fafely  in 
either,  with  Battering  Cannon,    Mortar  Pieces,    and 
other  Things  neceflary  for  a  Siege,    they  might  have 
made  tbemfelves  Matters  of  the  Caftles  o{  Dumbm-fen^ 
Stirling  and  Edinburgh^    before  any  fufficient  Number 
of  Troops  could  be  fent  againft  theai ;  for  though  I  do 
not  believe  tliey  would  have  -been  joined    by  many  c^ 
the  People  in  that  Country,  yet  I  much  queftion  if  the 
People  could  have  been  perfuaded,    without  the  Affif- 
tance  of  any  regular  Troops,  to  take  Arms  againft  them. 
Sir,  if  the  Toung  Pretender^    by   means  of  his   French 
Auxiliaries,  had  thus  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Ca- 
pital of  Scotland^  and  the  three  Strong- Holds  I  have 
mentioned,  it  would  have  given  fuch  an  Afpe6l  of  Suc- 
cefs  to  his  Caufe,  that  1  am  afraid,  your  little  Army 
at  Invernefs  would  have  found  icvj  to  have  joined  them  : 
Perhaps  many  of  thofe  th.at  had  been  armed  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Government,  would  have  joined  the  Dif- 
affeiled  againft  them  ;    and  in  th:^  Cafe   they  muft  all 
have  furrendered   Prifoners  of  War,    if  they   had   not 
been  provided  with  Ships  to  carry  them  by  Sea  to  E7ig' 
land.     I  fubmit  it  to  Gentlemen,  whether  it  was  not 
much  more   reafonable  to  fuppofe,  and  to  dread  this 
Event,  than  to  fuppofe  or  dread,  that  a  itv7  Highland 
Chiefs  would  be  fo  mad  as  to  take  it  into  their  Heads, 
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An«o  tg.  that,  without  any  foreign  AlTiClance,  without  any 
Qeo.  1  .  i74s.  yj^ipg  neqeflary  for  reducing  any  one  Fort  in  Great- 
Britain^  they  could  conquer  the  whole  Ifland  ;  and  if 
this  Event  was  the  moft  probable,  and  moil  to  he  ap- 
prehended, then  our  Minifters  a£led  prudently  in  or- 
dering all  or  moft  of  the  Troops  left  in  Scotland  to  be 
pofted  or  quartered  n^ar  Edinburgh. 

'  Having  thus,  |  hope,  fully  vindicated  the  Condu6l 
of  our  Mini{]-er§  before  the  Toung  Pretender's  landing 
in  Scotland^  I  fl^jall  qext  confideV  their  Conduct  afttt* 
they  heiird  of  thjat  Event.  What  precife  Day  he  landed 
J  canpoj^  tell,  but  our  Minifters  had  no  certain  Account 
of  it  till  about  the  End  of  "^ufy  j  and  when  they  firft: 
heard  of  it,  from  the  fmall  jg.etinue  he  brought  along 
with  him,  they  had  Reaforj  to  conclude,' that  he  would 
find  none  fo  rrjad  a^  tp  join  hipi';  'however,  they  or- 
dered ajl  the  Opicer^' belonging  to  "t|^e  Regiments  in 
Scotland,  to  repai|*  iqim^diately  to  their' 'Regiments,  and 
they  accorijingly  fet  Qiit  foon  after  the  Beginning  of  Ju- 
^ufi.  At  the  faj^e  Time  Qrders  u'ere  feht  to  General 
Cope  to  prepare  fpr  marcliin'g  Northwards,  Arms  and 
Ammunition' foi*.  the  Militia  were  fent  from  hencej 
and  fevpr^l  ft/ien  of  War  were  ordered  away  diredlly 
to  cruise  up,on  the  Cqafls  of  Scotland,  In.  ftiort,  no- 
thing vyas  |eft  undone  that  could  be  thought  on,  for 
preventing  the  Frogrefs  of  the  Rebellion  ;  and.  Gene- 
ral CgPc  aaually  marched  Northwards  with  his  Army, 
foon  after  the.Mid,dle  of  Auguji  \  fo  that  rf  the  Rebei$ 
prevented  him  in  feizing  ..the  Arong  PafTps  near  Fort 
Augujlus^  it  vyas  owing  to  their  moft  furprizing  Difi 
patch  in  aflernbling  and  marching,  and  hot. to  any  De*- 
lay  on  the  Part  of  the  Government.  As  to  the  Miljtia, 
or  thqfe  that  are  faid  to  be  well-afFedted  I'h  that  Coun- 
try, they  ftpod  in  np  Need  of  any  Orders  from  the  Go* 
yernment,.  for  by  the  Laws  of  the  Country  they  Were 
obliged  to  oppofe  the  Rebels,  if  it  was  in  their  Power  ; 
and  if  jt  was  not  in  their  Power,  no  Orde'i;^  from  the 
Government  could  put  in  their  Power:  Nothing  but  the 
Army's  marching  to  their  AfHftance  could  put  it  in 
their  Power ;  and  this  was  ordered  and  executed  as  foon 
^s  poffible.  Bit  r  am  afraid,  it  was  not  in  their  Incli- 
nation ;  for  few  or  none  of  them  joined  Mr.  Cope  upon 
fjis  March  Northwards,  and  even  when  he  arrived  at, 
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Invernefei  he  was  joined  by  very  few  of  the  People  of      Aanan*'  > 
the  Country.     The  Truth  is,  that  though  the  CDvern-'^«°-  "•  »7  5 
ment  may  depend  upon  the  Honour  and  Good-Senfe  of  ' 
many  of  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  that  Coun- 
try, the  Fidelity  of  the  common   People  is  not  to  be 
depen-ded  on  :  From  their  Fducation,  or  from  the  Aver- 
fion  they  have  to  the  Union,  they  are  fo  generally  at- 
tached to  the  Caufe  of  the  Pretender^    that  even   their 
Mafters  are  not  fure  of  their  obeying  their  Commands  iit 
any  Thing  that  appears  to  be  againft  that  Caufe  ;  there- 
for^ the  Government,  and  all  thofe  who  wifhed  well  to 
tTie  Government,    were  obliged  to  be  extremely  cau- 
tious of  putting  Arms  into  the  Hands -of  the  common 
People. 

«  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  General  Copers  marching 
bade  v/ith  his  Army  from  Invernefs^  and  carrying  it  by 
Sea  from  Aberdeen  to  the  P'rith  of  Forfh^  whether  he 
fhad  Orders  from  hence  for  fo  doing,  is  what  I  do  not 
know  J  but  had  he,  or  had  he  not,  it  was  in  all  human 
Appearance  the  beft  Thing  he  could  do ;  and  If  we  con- 
fider  right,  we  cannot  but  admire  his  Diligence  and  Dif- 
patch  in  the  Execution.  The  Rebel  Army  was  then> 
it  is  true,  more  numerous  than  his ;  but  he  had  great 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  the  City  of  Edinburgh  would 
hold  out  till  he  fhould  be  able  to  come  to  its  Relief; 
and  if  it  had,  their  Army  would  not  have  been  half 
armed,  confequently  their  Defeat  would  have  been  eafy. 
Even  after  they  had  reduced  Edinburgh^  and  had  poffef-- 
fed  themfelves,  by  feme  Neglect,  or  fomething  worfe, 
^^  a  great  Quantity  of  Arms  and  Ammunition,  which 
they  found  ih  that  Capital,  General  Cope  had  no  Rea- 
fon to  doubt  the  Event  of  a  Battle,  notwithftanding 
their  Superiority  in  Numlif  r  ;  becaufe  his  Army  con- 
fifted  chiefly  of  Veteran  well-difciplined  Tjoops,  and 
the  Rebel  Army  of  what  in  no  Degree  couW  be  called 
any  Thing  but  a  Mob  with  Arms  in  their  Hands, 
without  any  Difcipline,  without  any  Cannon,  and 
without  any  Horfe  to  defend  them  againfl  his  Dragoons. 
No  Reafon  therefore  could  be  affigned  for  his  avoiding 
an  Engagement;  It  would  have  been  reckoned  the 
Height  of  Cowardice,  if  he  had  propofed  it,  unlefs  he 
could  have  fhewn  exprefs  Orders  frona  hence  for  doing 
fo  ;  and  furely  our  JVlinifters  here  had  no  Reafon  for 
fending  him  any  Tuch  Orders.     It  was.  their  Duty  to 
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Anno  ig.  ojdcr  him  to  bring,  the  Rebels  to  an  Engagement  as 
Geo.  II.  1745.^  ^QQj^  ^g  pofHble,  becaufe  it  was  For  the  Intereft  of  the 
Public  to  have  a  fpeedy  End  put  to  the  Rebellion,  and 
becaufe  the  longer  they  remained  in  Arms,  the  better 
their  Men  would  be  difciplined,  the  better  Chance 
they  had  for  receiving  Afliftance  from  France  or  Spainy 
and  conrequently  the  more  difficult  it  would  be  to  de- 
feat and  reduce  them. 

*  Sir,  if  General  Cope  had  remained  with  his 
Army  at  Invernefs^  or  if  he  had  avoided  an  Engage- 
ment after  landing  at  Dunbar,  I  am  perfuaded,  it 
would,  have,  been  made  an  Article  of  Accufation 
againft  our  Minifters,  and  would  now  have  been 
urged  as  an  Argument  for  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry 
into  their  Condudt.  By  remaining  at  Invernefs  he  could 
do  the  Government  no  Service :  That  Town,  he  faw, 
was  fecured  by  fome  of  the  loyal  Gentlemen  in  the 
Neighbourhood  -,  and  as  the  Rebels  expected  no  Rein- 
forcements but  from  the  Weft,  his  being  at  Invernefs 
could  not  have  prevented  the  March  of  thofe  Reinforce- 
ments. His  Return  to  the  South  was,  therefore,  the 
only  Way  by  which  he  could  do  any  efFedtual  Service 
to  the  Government.  By  fo  doing,  he  had  a  Chance 
for  putting  an  End  to  the  Rebellion  ;  and  if  he  had 
avoided  trying  this  Chance,  after  his  fafe  Arrival  at 
JJunbar^  or  if  he  had  been  ordered  to  avoid  trying 
this  Chance  j  it  would  have  been  juflly  called  the 
greateft  Affront  that  was  ever  put  upon  a  regular  Army. 
'  Thus,  -I  think..  Sir,  our  Minifters  muft  appear  to 
be  blamelefs  in  every  Part  of  their  Cortdudl  with  refpe6fc 
to  the  Rebellion,  therefore  there  can  be  no  Reafon  for 
a  Parliamentary  Inquiry  upon  that  Subjed  ;  and  as 
to  the  Time,  1  believe,  there  never  was  a  Parliamen- 
tary Inquiry  propofed  at  a  more  improper  Seafon.  When 
we  are  engaged  in  a  foreign  War,  which  muft  end  in 
the  Eftablifhmcnt  or  total  Overthrow  of  the  Liberties 
o^  Europe ;  When  tliere  is  a  hitherto  fuccefsful  Re- 
bellion witiiin  the  Kingdom,  a  Rebellion  growing 
every  Day  more  formidable,  and  approaching  nearer 
to  our  Capital,  and  a  Rebellion  which  muft  end  in  the 
Eftabliftiment  or  total  Overthrow  of  our  Religion, 
Laws,  Liberties,  and  Properties  :  At  fuch  a  Time  to 
amufe  ourfelves  with  an  Inquiry,  and  to  divert  the 
'  ■'■■  Thoughts 
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Thoughts  of  our  Minifters  from  the  Care  of  the  Pub-  Anno  19. 
lie,  by  making  it  neceffary  for  them  to  employ  their  Geo.  ii.  1745. 
whole  Time  in  taking  Care  of  themfelves,  would,  in  *— -"'V"*'*-^ 
my  Opinion,  be  one  of  the  moft  extravagant  Inftances 
of  Folly  that  ever  any  Nation  was  guilty  of.  I  was 
therefore  furprized  to  hear  fuch  a  Propoution  made  and 
fupported,  at  this  Time,  by  Gentlemen  whofe  Judg- 
ment I  have  a  high  Opinion  of,  and  whofe  fmcere  Re- 
gard for  the  Safety  and  Honour  of  their  King  and  Coun- 
try, could  never  be  called  in  Queftion.  I  am  con- 
vinced, they  do  not  view  it  in  the  fame  Light  I  do; 
and  therefore  I  muft  fuppofe,  that  they  have  not  duly 
confidered  the  dangerous  Confequences  of  our  entering 
into  fach  an  Inquiry  at  fuch  a  critical  Conjun6ture. 
But,  I  hope,  they  will  now  reconfider  what  they  have 
propofed  ;  and  if  they  confider  with  Attention  the  Dan- 
gers and  Inconveniences  that  may  enfue  from  our  en- 
tering into  the  Inquiry  propofed  at  fuch  a  Time  as  this, 
I  am  perfuaded,  they  will  wave  their  Motion:  If  they 
do  not,  I  have  no  Doubt  of  having  the  Concurrence  of 
a  Majority  of  this  Houfe  in  putting  aNegative  upon  it/ 

Sir  'John  Barnard  hereupon  got  up,    and  fpoke  to 
the  following  EfFed : 
*  Sir, 

'  I  (hall  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman  in  this,  sir  John  Bar- 
that  from  the  Succefs  of  any  late  Inquiry,  we  have  "^'^'^^ 
no  great  Encouragement  to  enter  into  any  new  one  ; 
and  if  this  were  a  good  Argument  for  our  refolving 
never  to  make  any  future.  Inquiry,  it  would  likev/ife 
be  an  Argument  for  our  refolving  never  to  oppofe  any 
Thing  that  may  hereafter  be  propofed  or  recom- 
mended by  our  Minifiers  of  State ;  for  the  Nation 
has  reaped  very  little  Benefit  from  any  late  Oppo- 
fition.  If  we  vi'ere  to  come  to  thefe  two  Refo'- 
lutions,  I  think  we  fhould  add  a  third,  and  that  is. 
To  refolve  never  to  meet  here  any  more  ;  for  after  the 
two  firit,  I  am  fure  the  Nation  could  never  reap  any 
Benefit  from  our  Meeting.  But,  bir,  if  we  cannot 
do  all  the  Good  we  defire,  I  hope,  vv^e  (hall  alv/ay^ 
be  fteady  in  the  Refolution  to  do  all  the  Good  we  can: 
il^ven  of  late  our  Inquiries,  as  well  as  our  Oppofition  to 
bad  Meafures,  have  done  fome  Service  to  the  Nation  \ 
'  arid 
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and  by  oppoling,  and  inquirins;,  we  may  Tome  Time  or 
other  reitore  the  Dignity  of  Parhamentary  Inquiry  as 
terrible  to  wicked  or  weak  Minifters  as  ever  it  was 
heretofore. 

<  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  notwithllanding  the  Difap- 
pointmcnts  we  have  met  with,  I  fliall  always  b$ 
for  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry,  when  I  think  iherp 
is  the  leatl  Occafion  for  it ;  and  when  I  fee  it  violently 
oppofed  by  thofe  whofe  Condu<5l  is  to  be  the  SubjeiS: 
of  it,  I  (hail  always  be  the  more  fanguine  for  it.  Suct^ 
Inquiries  may  be  neceflary  for  preventing  the  Increafe, 
or  the  bad  Confequences  of  a  National  Mifchief,  as 
well  as  for  punifhing  or  removing  thofe  that  have  been 
the  Authors  of  it;  for  when  any  fignal  Calamity  has 
bwfallen  us,  it  is  the  Bufmefs  and  tjie  Duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  contrive  Methods  for  putting  a  Stpp  to  it,  as 
well  as  for  preventing  any  fuch  for  the  future,  neither 
of  which  can  be  done  effectually,  without  inquiring 
how  that  Calamity  was  brought  upon  us.  V/ill  ^ipy 
Gentleman  fay  that  a  Rebeiliop.,  fo  formidable  as  the 
prefcnt  is  become,  is  not  a  Natiqnal  Calamity  ?  Can 
anyone  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Calamity  could  be  brought 
upon  UF,  without  fome  Neglect  or  Mifcoiid^d  in  tfiofe 
whofe  Duty  it  was  to  guard  againft  every  poffible  Cala- 
mity ?  I  (hall  not  f.iy,  that  this  was  a  wilful  Negledf, 
or  that  any  Minifter  thereby  defigne4  tP  furnifli  the 
DifaffeCled  v/ith  an  Opportunity  to  rebel  j  but  this  I 
will  fay,  that  an  unfuccefsful  Rebellipn  is  always  of 
great  Ufe  to  a  Minifter  j  becaufe  it  ferves  to  increafe 
and  eftablifh  his  Power,  and  fyrniChe?  bi^P  with  an 
Opportunity  to  gratify  many  of  his  Frierids,  as  wtll  as 
to  be  revenged  of  fome  of  his  Enemies.  I'^o  Rebel- 
lion can  therefore  break  out  in  this  Country,  but  what 
muft  afford  Matter  of  Sufpjcion  a^airxft  thofe  who 
happen  to  be  our  MInifters  at  the  Time.  If  the  Re- 
bellion proceeds  from  Difaffeflion,  it  is  to  be  fuf- 
pccled,  that  the  Minifter,  for  his  own  private  Ends, 
furnifhed  them  with  an  Opportunity  to  rebel ;  if  from 
Difcontent,  it  is  to  be  fufpecSed,  that  the  Minifter,  by 
his  Opprcftion,  defignedly  provoked  them  to  rebel  ; 
and  as  a  reafonahle  Sufpicion  is  always  good  Ground 
for  a  Parliamentary  Inquiry,  I  think,  it  ought  upon 
every  Occaiion  to  be  the  certain  Confequencs  of  a 
Jltbellion.  Such  a  Confequence  our  Minifters  ought  at 
2  all' 
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ail  Times  to  be  made  to  expe6l ;  becaufe  it  will  of  Anno  19,  ' 
Courte  make  them  more  watchful,  and  at  all  Times  060.11.1745 
more  careful  to  prevent  any  Infurredtion  or  Rebel- 
lion, and  to  put  a  Stop  to  it  bsfore  it  has  fpread  fo  far 
as  to  involve  great  Numbers  t,i  People  in  the  Crime  5 
for  though  I  am  as  great  an  Enemy  to  the  CauTe  of 
'Jacobitifm  as  any  Man  can  be,  yet  1  cannot  v/ifn  for 
4he  Extirpation  of  all  thofe  that  have  been  deluded  into 
that  Caufe.  Companion  has  always  made  me  wifb, 
that  they  might  be  kept  free  from  being  criminal,  till 
Means  be  found  for  convincing  them  of  their  Error, 
The  Spirit  that  now  appears  in  England  is  a  Proof  that 
this  is  far  from  being  impoflible  ;  and  if  the  fame 
Effe6l  has  not  been  produced  in  Scotland,  I  am  afraid, 
it  is  becaufe  the  proper  iMeans  have  not  been  ufed  : 
Perhaps,  upon  Inquiry,  it  may  appear,  that  every 
Method  neceflary  for  this  Purpofe  has  been  neglected  ; 
and  that  a  certain  Set  of  People  there  have  rather  en- 
deavoured to  propagate  the  Principles  of  yacohittf?n^ 
that  the  whole  Favour  of  the  Government  might  be 
ingrofTed  by  their  particular  Fa6lion. 

'  But  this,  Sir,  and  every  other  Fail  relating 
to  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  prefent  Rebellion,  we 
cannot  properly  hy  any  Thing  to,  till  we  have  inquired 
into  them.  Without  a  previous  Inquiry  we  can  argue 
only  from  P.eports  and  Conjectures,  which  is  a  Method 
of  arguing  .unworthy  of  ejther  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
For  inducing  me  to  be  for  a  Parliarnentary  Inquiry, 
it  is  fufEcient  thaf  a  Rebellion  has  broke  out  in  the 
Kingdom,  efpecially  as  that  Rebellion  has  by  fome 
Means  or  other  become  formidable  and  really  dange- 
rous. Whether  all  this  has  happened  by  xn^rt  Acci- 
dent, or  by  Events  which  could  not  be  forefeen,  or 
whether  it  has  happened  by  the  cafual  or  wilful  Neg- 
\c^,  or  by  the  Weaknefs  and  Imprudence  of  thofe 
Whofe  Duty  it  was  to  guard  againft  it,  are  Queftions 
that  can  be  refolved  only  by  an  Inquiry  ;  therefore  at 
prefent  all  Reafoning  upon  fuch  Queftions  is  premature, 
and  can  ferve  only  to  miflead  Gentlemen  with  refped:  to 
the  Queftion  now  properly  before  us.  To  tell  us  that 
the  Rebellion  is  evidently  not  owing  to  the  Negle61:  or 
Imprudence  of  our  Minifters,  but  to  the  Madnefs  of 
t|^ofe  who  are  concerned  in.  it,  is  to  tell  us  the  very 
4.  ■  Thing 
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Anno  rg.  Thing  HOW  propofed  to  be  inquired  into,  and  this, 
^"^'^•j^'_'745'  furelyj  we  are  not  to  take  upon  the  Ipje  dixit  of  any  Mi- 
niffer;  but  1  muft  beg  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Leave  to 
fay,  that  whether  the  Rebellion  be  Madnefs  or  no,  is  a 
Queftion  not  yet  determined  ;  I  hope,  the  Event  will 
fhew  ir  to  be  Madnefs;  but  till  it  is  fupprefled,  we 
cannot  fay,  that  through  Madnefs  it  was  undertaken  ; 
and  if  it  was  or  fliould  appear  to  have  been  undertaken 
through  Madnefs,  it  was  a  Madnefs  that  might  very 
eafily  have  been  forefeen  by  our  Minifters,  and  a  Mad- 
nefs which  they  ought  to  have  guarded  againil. 

*  I  fay.  Sir,  I  hcpe,  the  Event  will  fiiew  that  the 
prefent  Rebellion  was  a  very  rafh,  if  not  a  mad  Under- 
taking ;  but  whatever  the  Event  may   prove,  if  we 
confidcr  the  Circumftances  we  were  in  laft  Summer, 
and  the  Opportunity  then  offered   to   the  DifafFe(9:ed 
for  rebelling  againft  the  Government,  v/e  cannot  fay, 
that  the  prefent   Rebellion  proceeded  entirely  from  the 
Madnefs  of  thofe  that  engaged  in   it.     They  certainly 
had  the  moft  folemn  Promifes  of  AiEftance  both  from 
France  and  Spain,  and  what  Promifes  they  had  from 
their  Brethren   here  in  England,  we  cannot  as  yet  de- 
termine :  At  the   fame  Time  they  faw,  that  moft  of 
the  regular  Troops  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  King- 
dom, without  taking  any  one  Meafure,  either  by  arm- 
ing and   difciplining  the  Militia*  or   by  raifing   new- 
Regiments,  for   oppofing   and  defeating  any  Attempt 
that  might  be   made  by   them  :  They  therefore  con- 
cluded, with   fome  Reafon,  I  think,   that  the  prefent 
was  a  better  Opportunity  than   they   could  ever  have 
expected,  for  making  a  Pufh  againft  our  prefent  happy 
Eftablifhment ;  and  if  we  do  not   exert  ourfelves  with 
more  Wifdom  and  Vigour  than  we  have  hitherto  done, 
whatever  other   Gentlemen  may  be,  I  am  really  afraid 
of  the  Confequence, 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  is  what  chiefly  induces  me  to 
be  for  the  Inquiry  propofed  :  I  do  not  believe,  it  is 
propofed  with  a  Defign  to  fubjecl  any  Man  to  Punifh- 
ment,  unlefs  that  of  being  removed  from  a  Truft  he  is 
not  fit  for,  can  be  called  a  Punifhment.  Whatever 
Weaknefs  or  Imprudence  may  appear  in  the  late  Con- 
dutStofour  domeftic  Affairs,  1  hope,  nothing  wicked 
or  criminal  will  appear  in  the  Condud  of  any  of  our 

Minifters, 
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Minifters,    with  Refpedi:  either  to  the  Rife  cr  Progrefs     Anno  19 

of  the  prefent  Rebellion.     However  fufpicious    their  ^^°*  ^^- '745 

Condu<5i:  may   appear  at  prefent,  I  hope,  they  will  be 

able  upon  an  Inquiry  to  clear  it  from  an  Imputation  of 

any  wilful   Neglect   or  criminal  Defign :  But   I  very 

much  doubt,  if  they  can  anfwer  for  their  Knowledge, 

Prudence  and  Forefight.     They  certainly   knew,    or 

they  ought  to  have   known,  that    there    were  great 

Numbers  of  Difaffe£ted    in  the   North   of    Scotland: 

They  could  not  but  know,  that  there  were  then  feve- 

ral  Noblemen  and  Chiefs  of  Clans  in  France^  who  hacf 

been  attainted  in  the  Year  17 15,  and  wKo  by  Means 

of  their  Family  Intereft  had  a  great  Sway,  notwitb- 

ftanding  their  Attainder,  in  their  refpe^live  Countries. 

Thefe  they  knewfubfifted  by  the  Bounty  of  the  Courts 

of  France  and  Spain  ;  and   confequently  were  obliged 

to  go    upon  the    moft    defperate    Undertaking   thofe 

Courts  ctuld  devife.     As  we  were  then  in  open  War 

with   both  ;    as   moft  of   our  Troops    were  then   in 

Flanders   fighting   againft    France  ;  and  as  France  liad 

but  lately  found  it  to  be  impracticable   to  make  any 

Attempt  upon   England  \  was  it  not  to  be  fuppofed, 

that  fome  Attempt  would   be   made  upon  Scotland,  if 

Care  was  not  taken  to  prevent  it,  either  by  keeping  a 

large  Body  of  regular  Troops  there,  or  by  having  the 

Militia  well  provided  with  Arms  and  Ammunition,  and 

ready  to  march  upon  the  firfl:  Notice  of  any  Infurre^lion 

defigned  by  the  DifafFecied  ?  It   is  not  enough  to  tell 

us,  that  proper  Orders  were  fent  as  foon  as  we  heard 

of  the  Toung  Pretender''^  Landing,  though  this  is  only 

faid,  and   by    common  Report  is  contradicted.     The 

Orders  (hould  have  been  there  before  he  landed  ;  and 

if  they  had,  I  am  convinced,  he  would  have  found  no 

Man  ready  to  join   him  :  Notv/Ithftanding  his  Obfti- 

nacy,  he  muft  have  reimbarked,  or  fallen  a  Sacrifice  to 

our  juft  Refentment. 

^  As  no  previous  Meafures  were  taken  by  the  Go- 
vernment for  preventing  or  crufliing  any  InfurreCiion 
in  that  Country,  we  cannot  wonder.  Sir,  at  the  Suc- 
cefs  the  Young  Pretender  met  with  upon  his  Landing  » 
and  if  we  confider  right,  as  little  can  we  wonder  at 
his  meeting  with  no  Oppofition  from  the  Well- affected 
in  that  Country.     By  an  Ad  of  the  firft  of  his  late 

Majel^y^ 
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Majeny,  that  whole  Country,  Friends  as  Well  as  Foes, 
had  been  difarmed,  and  every  Man  made  liable  'to  a 
Fine  of  at  lead  5  /.  befides  the  Forfeiture  of  his  Arms; 
if  he  fhould,  after^he  firft  oi  November  ij  16^  be  con- 
vi£led  of  having  in  his  Cuftody  any  Arnis  offbnfive  or 
dcfenfive,  and  to  be  tranfported  if  he  could  not  pjy 
the  Penalty.  This  A£fc  was  renewed  and  farther  enf 
fbrced  by  anoth'^r  Ad  of  the  nth  of  the  fame  King; 
to  that.it  cotild  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Well- affected 
in  that  Country  had  any  Arms  wherewith  to  defend 
cither  themfelves  or  their  Counry  ;  and  it  will  not  be 
pretended,  I  believe,  th^t  any  Magazines  of  Arms  haii 
been  provided  by  the  Government  for  their  Ufe,  though 
the  providing  of  fuch  Magazines  feems  plainly  to  have 
been  pointed  out  by  the  firft  A6t  I  have  mentioned. 
Surely,  our  Minifters  could  not  be  ignorant  of  thefe 
Circumftances,  and  in  thefe  Circurrlftances,  could 
Ihey  expecl,  that  the  Well-afFe<5tcd  either  could  6r 
would  oppofe  any  Infurreclion  of  the  Difaffedled,  who 
ivodld  certainly  be  provided  both-with  Arms  and  Am- 
inuriitiori  by  our  foreign  Enemies  ? 

'  With  regard  to  the  Rife  of  the  Rebellion,  there- 
fore, i   think,  we   have  great  Reafon  to  fufpecSt  the 
JCnowIedge  or  th6  Prudence  of  oor  Mirfifters }  and  as 
to  ?be  Frogrefs  of  it,  1  do  not  think  it  was  very  pru- 
dent to  order  General  Cope  to  marth  to  the  North,  or 
to  Hand  un  Eog'igement   with  the  l^ebels  after  he  re- 
turned to  the  Soutd.     But  all  this  v/ilt  beft  appear  up- 
on an  Inquiry;  for  till  then,  we  can  argue  only  in  the 
Dark.     Now,  Sir,  as  io  the  prefent   being  a    p;oper 
Tiixie  for  an  Inquiry,  I  have   faid,   that  Parliamentary 
Inquiries  are  often  defigned  to  prevent  the  Increafe,'  or 
the   bad   Confequences   of  a  national   Mifchief.      The 
Inquiry  now  propofed  I  take  to  be  one   of  thefe  ;  and 
for  this   Purpofe  the   prefent  is  the  only  proper  Time. 
Surely,  the  Hon.    Qs^ntleman  was  not  ferioua,  when 
)ie  talked  of  our  diverting  the  Thoughts  of  our   Mi- 
nifters  from  the  Care  of  the  Public,  by  making  it  ne- 
ceffary  for  them  to  employ  their  whole  Time  in  taking 
Care  of  themfelves.      Are  there  no  Noblemen  or  Gen- 
tlemen \[\  the  Kingdom  fit  for  being  Minifters  of  State, 
but  that  puticular  Set  now  employed  ?    I  am  afraid, 
the  Rebellion,  as  well  as  fome  of  our  other  Difficulties, 

are 
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-are  owing  to  their  having    emplo)'^^    ^f^'^^  ^J  their 
Time  in  taking  Care  of  tbemfelves  tha  ^  of  trie  Public  ;• 
and  if  it  fhould  appear  to  be  fo,  it  is  high'  i  »nje  lo  take 
the  Care  of  the  Public  out  of  their  Hands.    1  '^^^jff'^^ 
his  M.jeity  would  be  under  no  Difficulty,  li:oi^ld  he  ftnd 
it  neceifary  to  difmifs  every  Minifter,  and  every  e.v?ufifel» 
lor,  he  now  employs.  But  after  all.  Sir,  how  could  i:'C>^ 
an  Inquiry,  as  is  now  propofed,  divert  the  Thoughts  or 
our  Minifters?  This  Inquiry  could  take  up  vei"^  little 
either  of  their  or  our  Time,  for  after  the  ^^roper  Pa- 
pers are  once  laid  before  us,  J  am  perfuaded,  we  my^J^t 
finifh  the  Affair  in  a  Day  or  two ;  and  furely,  it  couLl 
rot  take  up  much  of  their  Thought,  or  Time,  to  give' 
Orders  to  their  Clerks  to  lay  the  proper  Papers  before 
us.     The  Inquiry  propofed  can  therefore  be  attended 
with   no  Inconvenience  to  the  Public  j  but  our    neg- 
]e(£^ing  or  delaying   to  make  any   Inquiry,  may  give 
Succeis  to  the  Rebellion,    and   bring   Ruin   upon    the 
Nation  5  for  which  Reafon  I  muft  be  for  the  Motion.' 

It  pafle<J  in  the  Negative  by  194  to  112. 

AW.  4.  Mr.  Fane  re^rted  the  following  Refoiutions  J^cfoliitic^s  or 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  viz.  i.  That  49229  ef-  of'suoTir'^'^*^ 
fe£tive  Men,  including  18 15  Invalids,  and  commiiriora 
and  non-commiffion  Officers,  for  Land  Service,  be 
employed  for  1746.  2,  That  129800 1.  14s.  yd.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  49229 
effeflive  Men,  tfc.  3,  That  64360 1.  13s.  -^d.  be 
granted  for  the  Pay  of  thirteen  Regiments  of  Foot, 
under  the  Command  of  feveral  Noblemen,  for  122 
Days,  from  the  refpe6live  Times  of  their  being  raifed. 
4.  That  13176  1.  10  s.  be  granted  for  the  Payment  of 
two  Regiments  of  Horfe,  under  the  Command  of  cer- 
tain Noblemen,  for  122  Days,  from  the  refpedlive 
Times  of  their  bein^  raifed.  The  firft  and  fecond 
Refolutions,  after  a  fecond  Reading,  were  agreed  to  b*/ 
the  Houfe.  The  third  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  a 
Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  put,  that  the  faid 
Rcfolution  be  recommitted,  which  paifing  in  the  Nega- 
tive, it  was  agreed  to,  as  was  the  fourth,  after  a  fecond 
reading.  In  the  Committee,  however,  rn  N'o'V.  i, 
the  Motion  for  the  third  Refolution  occafioned  a  De- 
bate 3  of  which  I  ihall  give  an  Account*  as  fuilows : 

Ihe 
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'  knno  19.  The  Motion  was  made  by  Sir  IViU'iam  Tonge^  who 

Ceo  li.  i74e»  Jntrcduced  it,  by  obferving  the  Danger  we  were  in  at 
t:::::::!;^^^^^'^^  '^'^^>  \  an  heavy,  expenfive  and  as  yet  unfuc- 
Eebate  for  pay-  cels^JI  Wat  abroad  ;  and  a  formidabje  Rebeilion,  ren- 
ing  the  Noble-  dercd  ftill  morc  formidable  by  its  being  hitherto  fuccefs- 
^Re  i'ments'^'  ^"^'  ^^  home;  in  which  Situation  it  muft  be  a  Com- 
egimen  s.  ^^^^  ^^  every  Man,  who  wiQies  well  to  his  Country, 
to  find  ft)  brave  a  Spirit  fo  generally  prevail  amongft 
*he  People.  This  Spirit  prevails  not  only  amongft  the 
People  of  inferior  Rank,  but  among  thofe  of  the  greateft 
and  moft  noble  Families  of  the  Kingdom,  as  Gentle- 
men might  fee  by  fome  of  the  Eftimates  now  lying 
upon  the  Table,  ^y  which  it  appears  that  feveral 
Noblemen  had  refolved,  not  only  to  venture  their  own 
Lives  in  Defence  of  their  King  and  Country,  but  to 
make  ufe  of  all  the  Intereft  they  have  in  their  feveral 
Counties  for  raifing  Regiments  of  Horfe  and  Foot  for 
the  public  Service  in  this  prelling  Emergency.  That 
as  all  the  regular  Regiments  in  the  Service  were  to  be 
very  much  augmented,  Gentlemen  muft  be  fenfible  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  ralfed  new  Regi- 
ments in  the  common  Way  of  recruitmg,  which  his 
Majefty  forefav/.  For  extricating  him  out  of  this  Dif- 
ficulty, he  faid,  feveral  Noblemen  bravely  and  gene* 
roufly  offered,  not  only  to  make  ufe  of  their  Intereft, 
but  to  encourage,  by  their  Example,  Men  of  Subftance 
and  CharacSler,  to  enlift  themfelves  in  the  Service  of 
their  Country,  provided  his  Majefty  would  but  give 
them  Commiflions  for  thatPurpofe.  They  defired  no- 
thing for  the  Expence  of  recruiting  ;  they  defired  no- 
thing for  the  Expence  of  mounting  or  cloathing  :  All 
they  defired  was,  that  the  Regiments,  when  raifed, 
might  be  paid  by  the  Public.  This  was  a  Propofal 
fo  generous  and  fo  reafonable,  that  his  Majefty 
^  could   not  refufe  accepting  it   in   the    moft   gracious 

Manner ;  and  he  was  perfuaded  the  Houfe  vi'ould 
moft  readily  agree  to  the  maintaining  of  thef'e  Regi- 
ments, till  the  Rebellion  be  totally  cxtinguifhed,  and 
the  Nation  happily  delivered  from  that  Danger  where- 
with it  is  at  prefent  threatened.  It  is  not  propofed, 
that  the  Regiments  to  be  raifed  by  thefc  Noblemen 
(hould  be  any  longer  kept  on  Foot;  and.  therefore, 
the  Expence  of  maintaining  them  is,  by  the  Eftimate 
3  now 
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r.bw  before  them  reckoned  only  for  four  Months,  or  Anno  19, 
122  Days.  By  that  time  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  v/ith  Geo.  ll.  1745. 
the  Afiidance  of  Providence,  and  by  the  wife  Mea- 
fures  his  Majefty  has  concerted,  we  Ihail  be  able  to  de- 
feat and  difperfe  thofe  defperate  Men,  who  have  fo 
wickedly  and  treafonably  combined  with  ©ur  foreign 
Enemies,  to  bring  Ruin  and  Deftruciiion  upon  their 
native  Country  ;  and  when  we  have  got  nd  of  this 
domeftic  Danger,  he  hoped  the  Army  v.'e  have  now  on 
foot,  with  the  AfTiftance  of  our  Allies  upon  the  Con- 
tinent will  enable  us  to  reftore  the  Balance  of  Power, 
and  fccu re  the  Liberties  of  £z^r^/)^,  by  compelling  the 
Houfe  of  Bourborij  thofe  Difturbers  of  Europe's  Repofe, 
to  fubmit  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace. 

That  we  muff  confider  the  Rebellion  in  the  North 
is  not  the  only  Danger  we  have  at  prefent  to  appre* 
iiend  :  We  have  Numbers  of  Pap'ijis  and  difafteded 
People  in  all  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  we  have  two 
potent,  hoflile,  and  maritime  Kingdoms  preparing  in 
feveral  of  their  Ports  to  invade  us.  For  this  ReaCon, 
we  muft  not  only  have  a  fufEcient  Army  to  march 
againft  the  Rebels  in  the  Norths  but  we  muftalfo  have 
great  Numbers  of  Troops  ftationed  in  all  the  Southern 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  both  to  prevent  Infurre^lions, 
and  to  oppofe  Invafions,  in  cafe  our  foreign  Ene- 
mies fhould  efcape  our  Fleets,  and  land  with  a  Num- 
ber of  regular  Troops  in  fome  Part  of  England.  We 
may  by  Means  of  our  Navy  prevent  their  invading  us 
with  a  great  Army;  but  it  is  impoflible  to  guard  the 
Seas  fo  as  to  prevent  their  ftealing  in  upon  us  with  a 
fmall  Number  of  Troops ;  and  though  the  DifafFeded 
may  now  feem  to  be  quiet,  though  fome  of  them  may 
now  appear  zealous  for  fupporting  the  Government,  yet 
if  they  (hould  once  fee  but  a  fmall  Number  of  foreign 
Troops  landed,  with  Arms  and  Ammunition  for  all 
fach  as  might  join  them,  he  was  afraid,  they  would 
then  throw  off  the  MafK:,  and  inftead  of  an  Army  of 
Rebels  in  Scotland^  we  ihould  have  luch  Armies  t9 
encounter  in  many  Parts  o{  England. 

That  if  Gentlemen  confider  this,  they  muft  fee  that 
we  ought  to  have  a  much  greater  Number  of  Troops 
on  Foot,  than  may  at  hill  View  feem  neceflary,  for 
oppofmg  and  defeaiiing  the  Army  of  Rebels  in  the 
.    Vol.  IL  C  c  Nortk^ 
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&  -«  r^       North,  and  thereFore  he  hoped  they  would  unanimouf- 
Geo.  11.  174?.  ly  agree  to  the  Motion  he  was  to  make,  which  was, 
'  To  refolve,  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Commit- 
«  tee,  that  a  Sum  not  exceeding  64360 1.   13  s.  id.  be 
'  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  Pay  of  thirteen  Regi- 

*  ments  of  Foot,  under  the  Command  of  feveral  Noble- 

*  men,  for  122  Days,  from  the~refpe£live  Times  of 
'  their  being  raifed/ 

In  Anfwer  to  which   it  was  obferved  by  Sir  John 
Phillips,  That  it  has  always  been  the  Prad^ice  of  Mi- 
iiifters,  to  frighten  the  People  with  imaginary  Dangers, 
when  they  have  a  Mind  to  bring  them  mto  fach  Mea- 
fures  as  are  inconfiftent  with  their  Liberties,  or  fuch  as 
Kiuft  involve  them  in  a  great  and  unneceffary  Expence. 
This    Pra6lice   has  been    (o  frequent,  and   is  fo  well 
known,  that  he  muH  think  the  Invention  of  our  pre- 
fent  Minifters  a  little  barren,  if  they  can  find  no  other 
Method  for  obtaining  our  Confent  to  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  becaufe  it  of  Courfe  excites  our  Curiofity,  and 
prompts  us  to  inquire  not  only  into  the  Nature  of  the" 
Dangers   we  are   now  threatened  with,  but  alfo  the 
Means  by  which  we  have   been  expofed  to  fuch  Dan- 
gers ;  and  neither  of  thefe  Inquiries  could,  in  his  Opi- 
nion, turn  out  much  to  the  Advantage  either  of  their 
Character,  or  of  theProjed:  they  have  now  fet  on  foot„ 
As  to  the  Danger  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  or  the  Li- 
berties of  this  Nation,    are   threatened  with  from  the 
Event  of  the  prefent  War,  he  always  thought  it   ima- 
ginary ;  and  though  our  Minifters  have  done  what  lay 
in  their  Power  to  make  it  real,  he  muft  ftill  think  of 
it   in  the  fame  Way.     The   Liberties  of  Europe  can 
never  be  in  Danger,  as  long  as  there  is  no  fingle  Power 
in  Europe  fo  great  as  to  render  it  impoffibls  to  form  a 
Confederacy  fuflicient  for  giving  a  Check  to  its  ambi- 
tious Views;  and  this  furely  cannot  be  theConfequence 
of  the  prefent  War,  let  the  tvent  be  what  it  will. 

This  he  proved  by  the  formidable  Confederacy  againft 
the  Power  of  France  in  Queen  Anne\  Reign,  which 
was  much  greater  than  that  at  this  Time.  That  the 
Danger  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  fo  much  trumpeted 
forth,  were  imaginary,  or  occalioned  by  over-officious 
intermeddling  in  the  AfEiirs  of  the  Continent,  and  the 
Queen   of  Hungary's  abfolutely  rcfufing  the    Terms 
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cfFered  her  by  the  King  of  Prujfia  when  he  firil  entered      Anno  19. 
Silefm :  Which  was   the   more  unreafonable,    as   the  Geo.  il.  1745. 
King  of  Frujjia\  Claim  was  a  Claim  of  Right,  as  it 
was  a  Claim  of  Succellion,  and  noiireachor  incroach- 
ment  upon  the  Pragmatic  Sandion.    Therefore,  though 
we  had,  Hand   over  Head,   guarantied  the  Pragmatic 
Sanation,  we  had  no  good  Reafon  x.o  alledge  that  the 
PruJJian  Invafion    of  Sllejia  was  a  Cafus  foederis^  and 
confequently  were  not  obliged   to  aililt  the  Qiieen  of 
Hungary  again  ft  him,  ^c,  ^c. 

As  to  the  Danger  our  Religion  and  Liberties  might 
be  in,  fhould  the  Rebellion  prove  fuccefsful,  he  did 
not  think  we  were  in  the  Jeaft  Danger  of  its  proving 
fuccefsful;  and  was  really  furprized,  that  any  Gentle- 
man fhould  endeavour  to  frighten  us  with  fuch  a  chi- 
xneral  Danger.  To  fuppofe,  that  a  Government,  pro- 
vided with  a  Navy  far  fuperior  to  any  their  Enemies 
can  fit  out  againft  them,  and  with  an  Armyoffixty 
or  feventy  thoufand  regular  Troops,  befides  thofe  we 
have  a  Right  to  call  for  from  our  Allies:  To  fuppofe, 
that  fuch  a  Government  is  in  Danger  of  being  over- 
turned by  three  or  four  thoufand  Country  Fellows  got 
together  in  a  diftant  Corner  of  the  Kingdom,  was,  he 
Thought,  one  cf  the  moft  extravagant  Suppofitions 
that  Cowardice  or  Pufillanimity  could  fuggeft. 

They  have,  it  is  true,  defeated  a  fmall  Body  of  our 
regular  Troop?,  and  they  have,  by  Surprize,  got  Pof- 
feflion  of  the  Capital  of  Scotland:  What  then?  We 
know  that  we  have  many  more  Friends  in  Scotland  th^n. 
Enemies;  and  if  all  Scotland  fhould  declare  for  the  Re- 
bellion, as  long  as  our  Fleet,  our  Army,  and  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  declare  for  fupporting  the  Govern- 
ment, we  have  nothing  to  fear.  The  only  Thing 
we  have  to  fear,  is  an  Infurre6tion  of  a  great  Fart 
of  the  People  pf  England^  which  would  very  pro- 
bably be  followed  by  a  Defe6lion  of  our  Fleets  and 
Armies.  This  would  be  a  juft  Ground  of  Fear, 
and  certainly  the  bgft  Method  for  preventing  this,  is 
to  give  the  People  Satisfaction  with  Refpe(5t  to  thofe 
Laws  they  have  been  long  calling  aloud  for. 

He  advifed   not    to   truft   to    thvijt  Spiiit  and  Zeal, 

which  has   fo   generally  appeared  among  the   People, 

for   fupporting  our    prefent    Government :    We    ail 

know  from  whence  that  Spirit  proceeds ;    It  proceeds 
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Anno  19.  from  their  Love  of  Liberty,  and  the  Confidence  they 
Oeo.  II.  1-45.  i^ave,  that  this  Seflion  of  Parliament  will  rectify  every 
Abufe  that  has  been  lately  introduced,  and  remove 
every  Grievance  that  may  hereafter  be  of  dangerous 
Confequence  to  their  Liberties.  If  they  (hould  find 
tbemfelves  difappointed  in  their  Hopes,  by  our  conti* 
nuingtofit  and  pafs  the  Money-Bills,  without  attempt- 
ing to  remove  that  Grievance  which  they  have  fo  ge- 
nerally complained  of,  and  which  they  think,  as  it 
certainly  is,  of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequence  to 
their  Liberties,  that  popular  Spirit  which  now  prevails 
may  take  a  very  different  Turn;  and  we  know  how  quick 
and  how  general  fuch  a  Turn  may  be.  If  this  (hould 
happen,  a  very  few  foreign  Troops  landed  by  Surprize 
in  England^  or  the  March  of  the  Rebels  into  England^ 
might  raife  fiich  a  Flame,  as  it  would  be  impoflible  for 
the  Government  to  extinguifh,  or,  at  lealK  fuch  a 
Flame  as  would  occafion  a  great  deal  of  Bloodfhed 
before  it  could  be  extinguifhed. 

This  is  the  Danger  he  obferved,  and  the  only  real 
Danger  we  have  to  guard  againft  ^  and  towards  ex- 
pofing  us  to  this  Danger,  nothing,  he  thought,  could 
contribute  more  than  the  Propofition  now  made  to 
us,  efpecially  if  we  fhould  agree  to  it  before  making 
the  leaft  Step  towards  removing  that  Corruption,  which 
has  already,  he  was  afraid,  too  much  undermined  our 
Conftitution.  However  artfully  the  Pill  may  be  gilded 
by  the  noble  Lords  who  propofe  to  raife  thofe  Regi- 
ments for  the  public  Service  ;  however  much  their  Fa- 
vourites may  boaft  of  their  Honour,  their  Courage, 
their  public  Spirit,  and  difinterefted  Zeal,  the  People 
will  confider,  that  a  Regiment  in  the  Britijh  Service  is 
a  very  lucrative,  as  well  as  a  very  pretty  Play-thing, 
efpecially  when  it  is  not  to  be  fent  abroad,  or  employed 
as^ainft:  our  foreign  Enemies :  They  will  confider,  that 
the  feveral  Commiilions  under  the  Colonel  are  Ports 
that  are  ufually  fold  for  large  Sums  of  Money,  and  that 
confequently  the  raifing  and  cloathing  of  the  Regi- 
ment needs  be  no  Fxpence,  but  may  be  a  very  great 
Advantage  to  the  Colonel,  befides  the  daily  Profits  It 
will  bring  him  in  after  it  is  raifed,  as  long  as  it  con- 
tinues in  the  Service.  The  Ptople  will  therefore  look 
upon  this  as  a   new  Scheme  of  Corruption,  inftead  of 

looking 
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looking  upon  it  as  a  Scheme  for  guarding  againfl  an       Anno  19* 
Invafion,    or  for  enabling  us  to   put  an    End   to   the  ^^°'  ^^-  *7^-5 

Rebellion ;  and  this  they  will  be  the  more  apt  do,   be-  ' ~ 

caufe  we  can  have  no  Occafion  for  any  new  Regiment?, 
confidering  the  great  Number  of  regular  Troops  we 
have  already  on  foot,  the  Facility  and  Difpatch 
with  which  we  may  bring  cur  Troops  over  from  Flan- 
dersy  and  the  little  Reafon  we  have  for  employing 
them  any  where  but  for  our  own  Safety  at  home. 

He  obferved  further,   that  our  agreeing  to  this  Pro- 
pofition  will  be  attended  with  another  Danger  ftill  more 
to  be  apprehended  at  the  prefcnt  Con)un(51:ure,  which  is 
that  of  its  raifing  BiiTatisfa^tion,  and  a  Mutiny  in  our 
Army.     The  Officers  of  our   regular  Army  all  think 
they  have,  and  he  believed  every  Gentleman  will  allov/ 
they  have,   a  Right  to  Preferment  in  its  due  Courfe  ; 
therefore  when  any  new  Regiments  are  raifed,  the  old- 
eft  Lieutenant-Colonels  have  a  Right  to  have  the  Com- 
mand of  thefe  new-raifed   Regiments  conferred   upon 
them,  the  Majors  not  preferred  in  their  Room  have  a 
Right    to   be   made   Lieutenant-Colonels,    and    fo  in 
Courfe  down  to  the  lowcft  Enfign  in  our  regular  Army. 
From  hence   we  may  fee  what  a  Heartburning  it  will 
caufe  in   the  Army,  fhoiild  we  raife  fifteen  new  Regi- 
ments, and  give  the  Command  of  them  to  Noblem.en, 
few  of  v/hom  were  ever  before  in  the  Service  ;  and  we 
muft  conclude,  that  this  Heartburning  will  be  greatly 
increafed,   when  we  confider,  that  thefe  noble  Colonels 
are  to  have  the  naming  and  appointing  of  all  their  infe- 
rior Officers,  few  of  whom,  I  believe,  will  be  fuch  as, 
either  by  their  Standing  or  their  Merit,  have  a  Right  to 
any  extraordinary  Preferment;  for  without  anyDeiign  to 
derogate  from  the  Knowledge  or  Capacity  of  thefe  no- 
ble Colonels,  it  mud  be  obferved,   that  Officers  of  real 
Merit  are  feldom  the  Favourities  or  Companions    of 
Nobiemen  who  were  never  in  the  Army,  becaufe  they 
attend  their  Duty  fo  exadlly,  that  they  have  not  Time 
to  attend  Levees. 

That  this  Meafure  of  giving  Noblemen  Commiffions 
to  raife  Regiments,  with  a  Privilege  to  chufe  and  ap- 
point all  their  inferior  Officers,  is  one  of  the  nioft  dan- 
gerous Incroachments  that  was  ever  made  upon  the 
Prerogative    of  the   Crown.      Such   Regiments    muft 
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Anno  ig.      alwavs  be  more  at  the  Devotion  of  their  Colonel  than 
Geo.  II.  1745.    their  Sovereign  ;  and  this   he   took  to  be  of  the  moft 
^W^'V'^^W  cjangerous  Confeqence  to  the  King,  the  Conftitution, 
I  and    the  Peace  of  the   Nation.     He   had  always  been 

againft  our  keeping  up  ftanding  Armies ;  but  as  long 
as  we  do,  or  as  often  as  we  find  it  neceflary  to  do  fo, 
he  fhould  be  for  keeping  the  Dependence  of  that  Army 
as  much  as  poflible  fixed  upon  the  King,  or  upon  the 
King  and  Parliament,  and  therefore  muft  always  be 
againft  allowing  any  Colonel,  let  his  Quality  be  ever 
fo  high,  the  Privilege  of  appointing  his  inferior  Offi- 
cers :  And  faid,  that  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to 
make  fuch  a  Precedent,  were  not,  in  his  Opinion,  true 
Friends  either  to  the  Crown  or  to  the  Conftitution  of 
this  Kingdom. 

He  then  enumerated  the  Reafons  of  the  Difficulty  of 
recruiting  the  regular  Forces,  fuch  as  Breach  of  Faith 
in  fending  Soldiers  abroad  when  inlifted  only  to  ferve 
at  home,  protra6li-ng  their  Slavery  beyond  the  Time 
they  engaged  for,  and  other  Oppreffions  -,  the  contrary 
Condu(Sl:  to  which,  he  made  no  Dcubr,  would  procure 
more  new  Regiments,  or  Recruits,  than  ail  the  Noble- 
men, or  Grandees,  in  the  Kingdom  could  raife. 

Mr.Mfmy  Pelham^  by  Way  of  Reply,  charged  the 
Ambition,  Pride,  and  Perfidy  of  the  French,  as  the 
Caufes  of  the  prefent  VVar,  and  of  the  Danger  to  the 
Liberties  of  Europe,  Therefore,  if  we  continued  our 
vigorous  Meafures,  he  obferved,  neither  the  Liberties 
of  Europe,  nor  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation,  could  be  in 
'  any  Danger  from  the  Event  of  the  prefent  War  ;  but, 

if  we  relaxed,  if  we  grew  pufillanimous,  or  tired  of 
the  Lx'pcnce,  both  would  be  in  Danger,  both  would 
be  utterly  undone.  He  then  obfeived  the  Neceffity  of 
raifing  fome  new  Regiments,  and  faid,  he  was  furpriz- 
cd  to  hear  it  doubted  that  the  Method  propofed  "is  not 
the  befl.'  That  it  is  the  cheapeft,  fa)  s  he,  I  am  fure,  it  is 
impoffible  to  deny  ;  efpecially  if  we  confider  the  extra- 
vagant Levy  Money  now  paid  for  Recruits,  and"  the 
large  Sums  that  muft  be  paid  for  Cloaths,  Horfes, 
Arms  and  Accoutrements,  if  thefe  Regiments  were 
to  be  raifed  at  the  public  Expence.  When  a!}  thefe 
Things  areconfidered,  every  Gentleman  who  has  a  Re- 
gard for  his  King  or  his  Country  muft  think  himfelf 
•  '     ^  •  obliged 
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obliged  to  thofe  noble  Peers  who  have  generoufly  un-  -^""^  '9« 
dertaken  to  do  all  this  by  their  perfonal  Intereft,  and  ^^^°'^'J^S^ 
at  their  own  Expence,  or  the  Expence  of  thofe  Gen- 
tlemen of  Fortune  whom  they  (hall  honour  with  Com- 
miiTions  in  their  Regiments ;  for  it  is  a  very  ill-grounded 
InGnuation,  that  they  will  or  can  difpofe  of  thofe  Com- 
miffions  for  Money.  In  regular  Regiments  Commif- 
fions  may  perhaps  be  fold  for  pretty  large  Sums  of 
Money,  becaufe  it  is  a  Provifion  for  Life,  befides  the 
Hopes  ofi,  and  even  a  right  to  Preferment ;  but  It  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  Man  would  give  Money 
for  being  an  Officer  but  for  a  few  Days:  No  A^an 
would  put  himfelf  to  any  Expence,  merely  upon  that 
Account,  and  therefore  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  accept  of  Commiffions  in  thefe  new 
Regiments,  do  it  merely  for  the  Sake  of  having  the 
Honour  to  ferve  their  Country  in  Time  of  Danger. 

*  It  is  a  Miflake,  to  fuppofe  that  the  raifing  new  Re- 
giments in  this  Method  can  occafion  any  Difcontent 
among  the  Officers  in  our  regular  Army.  Thefe  Re- 
giments are  to  be  raifed  but  for  122  Days,  they  are  to 
be  kept  up  for  no  longer  Time,  unlefs  the  Parliament 
fhould  find  it  necefiary,  which  will  not,  I  hope,  happen 
to  be  the  Cafe.  No  Lieutenant- Colonel  in  any  old 
Regiment  v/ould  accept  of  the  Command  of  fuch  a  new 
Regiment  ;  becaufe  he  could  not  afterwards  ferve  as  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  confequently,  after  the  redu- 
cing of^thefe  Regiments,  he  muft  be  reduced  to  half  Pay, 
and  in  a  Manner  difmifled  the  Army,  perhaps  for  Life; 
for  if  a  Peace  {l:iould  enfue,  as  it  probably  may  foon  af- 
ter the  Extinction  of  the  Rebellion,  it  would  be  many 
Years  before  it  could  come  to  the  Turn  of  all  thefe 
reduced  Colonels  to  be  provided  with  Regiments.  The 
Cafe  would  be  the  fame  with  Regard  to  the  Majors, 
Captains  and  Subalterns  of  our  regular  Regiments  :  All 
of  them,  or  by  far  the  greattft  Part  of  them,  would 
chufe  to  remain  in  the  Pofts  tiiey  are  now  in,  rather 
than  be  preferred  in  thofe  new  (hort-lived  R.egiments. 
And  as  to  the  Crown^s  leaving  the  Dlfpofal  of  the  in- 
ferior Commiffions  to  the  refpeclive  Colonels,  it  was 
^bfolutely  neceflarv  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  becaufe  each 
Colonel  muft  have  the  Affiftance  of  the  inferior  OfE^ 
ccrs  he  appoints  for  raifing  and  corapleaiing  his  Regi- 
C  c  4  aieni  i 
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knno  iq,  ment ;  and  he  is  the  moft  proper,  nay,  the  only  Judg(5  , 
peo.  II.  ^4-?.^  of  the  Gentlemen  whofe  Intereft  in  the  Country  will 
be  moft  effe£tual  for  this  Purpofe.  IF  the  Regiments 
were  to  be  kept  (landing,  it  might  perhaps  be  of  dan- 
gerous Confequence  to  the  Crown  to  leave  the  Ap- 
pointment of  the  inferior  Officers  to  the  refpeftive  Co- 
lonels ;  but  as  thefe  Regiments  are  to  be  difbanded,  as 
foon  as  the  Rebellion  is  at  an  End,  it  can,  with  reipe^l 
to  them,  be  of  no  dangerous  Confequence,  nor  can  it 
be  a  Precedent  for  any  Thing  relating  to  our  regular 
Army;  therefore,  I  hope,  thofewho  advlfed  the  King 
to  accept  of  this  OiFer,  will  not  beaccufed  of  being  un- 
faithful to  their  Sovereign,  and  much  lefs  of  being  Ene- 
mies to  our  happy  Conftitution,  whofe  Subverfion  may 
be  prevented,  probably,  by  this  Advice,  more  effec- 
tually than  it  could  have  been  by  any  other.' 

Sir  'John  Hynde    Cotton^    who    fpoke    laft,    proved, 
almoft  to  a  Deraonftration,  that  the  Noblemen  Colo- 
jiels  would  be   great  Gainers   by  the  prefent  Propofal, 
that  it  would  open  a  new  Field  of  Corruption  and  In- 
fluence to   the  Minifters,  promote  Difcontent  in  the 
Officers  of'  the  regular  Troops,  ^c.     He  then  obferv- 
ed,  That,  '  As  to   the  Privilege  thefe  noble  Colonels 
have  got   cf  appointing   all   the  Officers   under   their 
Command,  if  thefe  Regiments  be  foon  difbanded,  as,  I 
hope,  they  will,  no  prefent  Danger  can  refult  from  itj 
but  the  great  Danger   lies    in  the   Precedent.     Every 
Nobleman  that  fhall  hereafter  get   the  Command   of  a 
Regiment,  will  from  this  Precedent  claim  a  Right  to 
have  the  Difpofal  of  all  the  Commiffions  that  fliall  be- 
come vacant  in  his  Regiment ;  and  fhould  this  Right  be 
once    by  Cuflom  eftablifhed,  every  one  of  our   chief 
Nobility  \yill  infift  upon  haying  a  Regiment,     ^^^  this 
Means  our   prefent   Nobility,    like  thofe    of  antient 
Times,  may  come  to  be  poflefled  of  a  military  Force  ; 
entirely  depending    upon    themfelves,    and    ready  to 
march  at  their  Command,  againft  this   Houfe,  fhould 
"we  difoblige  them,  or  even  againft  the  Crown  itfelf. 
This  may  therefore  be  a  Prelude  to  a  new  Barons  War, 
and  may  render  this  Houfe,  as  it  was  of  old,  entirely 
dependent  upon,  and  fubfervient  to  the  other. 

'  I  am  the  more  afraid  of  this  CoJ^fequence,  becaufe 
all  thefe  n«w  Regiments  are  to  be  raifed  by  Membei.s 

of 
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of  the  other  Houfe.     What  intitles  them  to  thb  Pre-     Anno  xg. 
ference,  I  do  not  know.  Surely,  there  are  many  Mem-  Geo.  II  174'* 
bers  of  this  Houfe  that  are  as  capable  of  raifing  Regi-  V-«— y^— — J 
nients  for  the  Service  of  their  Country,  as  moft  Mem- 
bers of  the  other  ;  and,    I  hope,,  we   are  no  Way  be- 
hind-hand with  them  in  our  Zeal  for   the   Support  of 
our  prefent  Eilablifhment.    If  it  be  an  Honour  to  raife 
Regiments  upon  the  prefent  Occaflon,    that    Honour 
{houid,  I  think,  have  been  conferred  upon  fome  of  the 
Members  of  this  Houfe,   as  well  as  upon   fome  of  the 
Members  of  the  other  j  and  if  it  be  an  Advantage,  we 
have  an  equal  if  not  a  fuperior  Right  to  it ;    becaufe 
we  alone  raife  the  public  Money,  and   becaufe  the  far 
greateft  Part  of  the  public  Expence  is  borne  by  us,   and 
thofe  wereprefenr.' 

ISIov.  6.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Refolutionof 
Supply,    the  following  Refolution,  viz.  That  35952  I.  '^^  Committee 
10  s.    be  granted   for  the  Pay  of   twenty  independent  °     "PP  y* 
Companies,  for  365  Days,  from  the  refpe61:ive  Times 
of  tiieir  being  raifed  j  which  Refolution  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

Nov.  7.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  R-efoiutlonsof 
Ways  and  xMeans  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.  That  ^f'^a^^'^id'^ 
towards  raiung  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty  for  Means. 
1746,    I.  Four  Shillings  in   the   Pound  be  raifed  upoa 
Lands,  Tenements,  ^c,    &c.    tffc.    Cffr.    in    England^ 
IVales^  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweedy  and  a  pro- 
portionable Cefs,    according    to  the    9th    Article   of 
Union,   be   raifed  upon  Scotland.     2.  That  the  Duties 
on  Malt,   Mum,    life.   tffc.  &c.   be  further  coiuinued 
to  June  1747.     Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by 
^he  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fane  alfo  reported  the  following  Refolutions  of  Refoiut'ms  of 
the   Committee   of  Supply,  viz.  i.  That  11550  Ma- the  Committee 
fines,  Commiffion  and  Non-Commiflion  Officers  inclu-  ^^^^PP'y- 
ded,    be  continued  for   the  Service  of  1746.     2.  That 
206253 1.    15  s.    be   granted   for  defraying  the  Charge 
of   the  faid  Marines,     for    1746.    Which  Refolutions 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Jan.  14.  The  Hcmfe  having,  purfuant  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  Command,  attended  his  Majefly  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  L"  Majefty's  moft  gra- 
cious Speech  to  both  Floufes,   as  follows  : 

c«  My 
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Anno  1 9.  *'^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen  J 

^^^^A--^  *'  A  '^'  ^^^^^  Opening  of  this  SefTion  of  Parliament,  I 
King's  Speech.  "  Xl.  ^^^  "^^  think  it  proper  to  lay  any  Thing  be- 
"  fore  you  for  your  Confideration,  but  what  immedi- 
^"^  ately  related  to  the  prefent  unnatural  Rebellion,  and 
«'  our  Security  at  home.  The  daring  Attempt,  which 
<«  the  Rebels  have  fince  made  upon  this  Part  of  my 
«'  Kingdom,  has  been  happily  difappointed  ;  and,  afi 
*'  their  precipitate  Flight  before  a  fmall  Number  of 
<^  my  Trops,  muil  greatly  difpirit  their  Followers  ;  fo, 
«'  that  inviolable  Duty  and  Loyalty,  which  have  been  fo 
''  univerfally  and  i^eadily  fhewn  by  my  faithful  Subjects, 
*«  and  ihall  never  be  forgotten  by  me,  muft  convince 
<'  them,  how  vain  and  ill-grounded  their  Hopes  are,  of 
*'  any  Addition  of  Strength  from  fuch  an  Enterprize.  I 
<'  have  not  only  fent  a  confiderable  Body  of  our  national 
*'  Forces  into  Scotland,  and  ordered  the  HeJJJanTroopi 
*'  in  my  Pay  to  be  landed  there;  but  have  aifo  made 
*«  fuch  a  Difpolition  of  the  reft  of  my  Forces,  by  Land, 
«'  as  well  as  by  Sea,  that,  I  hope,  by  the  BlefTingof  God, 
f  this  Rebellion  will,  in  a  fhort  Time,  beextlnguilhed, 
*'  and  our  Enemies,  who  have  fo  long  menaced  us  with 
<'  an  Lwafion,  be  deterred  by  the  feafonable  Preparations 
*'  made  for  our  Defence. 

"  The  Eledion  of  the  Emperor,  which  I  very  zea- 
*<  loufly  promoted,  was  an  Event  of  great  Importance, 
«'  not  only  to  the  Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  but 
*'  to  the  Liberties  of  £'2/rd?/'^  in  general.  Ididalfo,  dur- 
*'  ing  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  Year,  exert  my  earn'eft  Enr 
"  deavours  to  bring  about  an  Accommodation  between 
<«  the  Emprefs,  the  King  of  Poland^  and  the  King  of 
*'  PruJJia^  and  la^d  a  proper  Foundation  for  it;,  by 
'«  the  Convention  made  betv^een  me,  and  tlie  King 
*'  of  PruJJia.  T!»:s  great  Work  being  at  length  per- 
*'  fe6ted,  under  my  Mediation,  by  the  IVeaty  lately 
"  concluded  at  Drefdcn,  the  interior  Tranquillity  of 
"  Germany  amongft  tiie  Princes  of  the  Empire  is  now 
-  "  reftoied.  My  next  Care  has  been,  and  ihall  con- 
"  tinue  to  be  applied  to  improve  this  Accommodation 
*'  to  the  beft  Advantage,  by  procuring  an  immediate 
*'  Succour  to  be  fent  to  Italy ^  and  fuch  a  Strength  foe 
*'  the  Defence  and  S^-urity  of  the  United  Provinces, 
*-'  as  may  preferve  that  Republic,  the  ancient  and  na-* 
<■'  tural  Ally  of  this  Kingdom,  and  one  main  Support 

7.  *'  of 
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*'  of  the  Proteftant  Caufe,  frorrr  the  Defl:ru£tidn  with  Afino  t^; 
*'  which  it  is  threatened,  as  uell  as  to  attain  a  fafe  Geo.  II.  174 
*'  and  honourable  Peace.  The  States-General  have 
**  made  the  moft  preffing  Inftances  to  me  to  ailift  them 
*'  in  thjs  difficult  Conjundture.  The  imminent  Dah- 
**  gers  to  which  they  are,  at  prefent,  expofed,  which 
*'  do  To  nearly  affe^  the  Safety  of  Great-Britain^  as 
^*  well  as  the  very  Being  of  Holland^  call  for  our 
*'  moft  ferious  Attention  j  for  the  Intereils  of  the  two 
*'  Nations  are  fo  united,  that  whatfoever  brings  Ruin 
*'  upon  the  one,  mufl-j  in  Confequence,  be  attended 
*'  with  the  moft  fatal  Mifchiefs  to  the  ether.  Thefe 
*'  Reafons  have  induced  me  to  alTure  the  States,  that  I 
*'  will,  to  the  utmoftof  my  Power,  according  to  the 
*'  Circumftances  of  my  own  Dominions,  co-operate 
*'  with  them  towards  oppofing  the  further  Progrefs  of  our 
'*  Enemies  in  the  Netherlands^  and  procuring  a  proper 
'^  Security  for  the  Republic  againft  the  ambitious  and 
*'  deftru6live  Defigns  of  Francs,  In  order  to  this  ne- 
"  cefTary  End,  Meafures  are  riow  adiually  concerting 
*'  between  me,  and  the  States,  for  furniftiing  this 
''  Afliftance  on  my  Part,  as  early  and  effe6lual]y  as 
*^  poffible,  and  for  their  making  fuch  an  Augmenta- 
*'  tion  of  their  prefent  Forces,  as  their  own  immediate 
*'  Prefervation,  and  theNeceffity  of  Affairs,  abfolutely 
*'  require, 

"  The  great  Advantages,  which  we  have  received 
*'  from  our  naval  Strength,  in  prote6ting  the  Com- 
*^  merce  of  my  Subjects,  and  intercepting  and  dif- 
'^  treffing  that  of  our  Enemies,  have  been  happily 
*'  experienced  by  the  former,  and  feverely  felt  by 
*'  the  latter.  I  am  therefore  determined  to  be  parti- 
*'  cularly  attentive  to  this  important  Service,  and  to 
*'  have  fuch  a  Fleet  at  Sea  early  in  the  Spring,  as  may 
*'  be  fufficient  to  defend  ourfelves,  and  efFedlaally  to 
*'  annoy  our  Enerpies." 

Gentlctnen  of  the  Hotife  of  Commons, 
It  is  with  much  Regret,  that  1  find  myfelf  obliged 
''  to  alk  any  farther  Aids  of  my  People.  Tarn  fo  fen- 
*<  fible  of  the  Burdens  they  endure,  that  nothing  could 
*'  give  me  fo  fincere  a  Pleafure  as  to  lighten  them. 
*'  But  the  Conrideration>,  1  have  laid""  before  you 
^'  are  fo  neceflary   to  our  own  Prefefvation,  that    I 

'^  doubt 
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doubt  not,  you  will  grant  me  fuch  a  Supply,  as  fhall 
be  fufficlent  for  thefe  Purpofes.  The  proper  Efti- 
mates  fhall  foon  be  laid  before  you ;  and  I  earneft- 
"  ly  recommend  it  to  you,  to  take  the  moft  efFec- 
«'  tual  Methods  to  maintain  the  Public  Credit  in  this 
*'  Conjuncture." 

**■  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*'  I  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  Views  and  Inten- 
*'  tions,  which  are  (o  eflential  to  the  Honour  of  my 
*'  Crown,  and  the  true  Intereft  and  Well-being  of  my 
«'  Kingdoms,  that  I  depend  on  your  vigorous  Support, 
*'  and  the  utmoft  Unanimity  and  Difpatch  in  your 
*'  Proceedings." 

An  Adclrefs  was  re^Dlved  upon,  to  his  Majefty,  for 
his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  Which 
Addrefs  was  prefented  on  the  i6th,  and  on  the  17th 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  iVIajefty's  Anfwer,  as  fol- 
lows :  ' 
'*^  Gentlemen^ 
^'  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  afFe(!vlionate  Ad- 
^'  drefs.  The  Zeal  you  exprefs,  and  the  AiTu ranees 
'«  you  give,  of  vigoroufly  fupporring  me  in  fuppreffing 
«'  the  Rebellion,  and  in  affifling  our  Allies,  are  very 
"  agreeable  to  me.  You  may  be  alTured,  that  in  all 
**  the  Meafures  I  fhall  purfue  for  attaining  thefe  Ends, 
"  I  fnali  have  a  conftant  Regard  to  the  Abilities  of 
"  my  People,  as  well  as  to  the  true  Interefl  and  Secu- 
"  rity  of  my  Kingdoms." 

'Jan,  23.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply  the  following  Refolutions,  vi%.  I.  That  the  Pro- 
pofal  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of 
England  be  accepted.  [This  Propofal  made  to  the 
Houfe  on  the  21ft  was  to  cancel  986800  1.  in  Exche- 
quer Bills,  ef^.  l^c.  provided  they  be  paid  an  Annuity 
of  39472I.  being  the  Intereft  of  the  faidSum  at  6^.  per 
Cent.  &c.  &c.  and  to  advance  one  Million  upon  the 
Malt  and  Land  Tax,  1746,  at  4I.  -per  Cent,  for  Ex- 
chequer Bills  to  be  ifTued  for  that  Purpofc]  2.  That 
161607  1.  17s.  id.  1  be  granted,  for  defraying  the 
Charge  of  1264  Horfe  and  4908  Foot,  l^c,  &c.  the 
Troops  of  Hejje  CaJfeU  from  the  25th  of  December^ 
Z745,  to  the  24th  of  December^  1746,  together  with 
the  Subfidy    for  the   faid  Time,    purfuant  to  Treaty. 

3.  That 
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3.  That  343440I.   18s.   id.  4  be  granted  for  maintain-     Anno  19. 
ing  the  Forces  and  Garrifons  in  the  Plantations,    ylf/.Geo.  ii.  1745* 
fiorca  and  Gibraltar,  and  for  Provifions  for  the  Garri-  '  ~ 

fons  2X  Annapolis  Royal^  Placentia,  Gibraltar^  Georgia^ 
Raian,  and  Cape  Breton,  for  1746.  4.  That  175777  1. 
13  s.  9  d.  be  granted  for  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of 
Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  for  1746.  5.  That 
246542  1.  5  s.  9  d.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  ex- 
fraordinary  Expence  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for 
Land  Service,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament.  Which 
Refolutions  w^ere  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  I.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  the  following  Refolutions,  vi%,  i.  That  77537 1. 
3s.i  be  granted,  for  continuing  two  Regiments  of 
Horfe,  and  thirteen  Regiments  of  Foot,  under  the 
Command  of  feveral  Noblemen,  for  the  further  Term 
of  122  Days.  2.  That  198048  L  i6s.  3  d.  be  granted 
for  the  Ordinary  of  the  Navy,  including  Half-pay  to 
Sea-Officers,  for  1746.  3.  That  16000  1.  be  granted 
tov^ards  carrying  on  the  Building  of  the  intended  Hof- 
pital  near  Gofport,  for  1746.  4.  That  icoool.  be 
granted,  upon  Account,  towards  the  Support  of  Green- 
wich Hofpital,  ^c,  ^c,  ^c.  Which  Refolutions  were 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  20.  Mr.  Fane  reported  the  following  Refolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  viz.  i.  That  a  Re- 
venue of  15000  1.  per  Ann.  be  made,  fettled,  and  fecu- 
red,  for  fcven  Years,  from  the  ill:  of  March,  1745, 
and  until  the  End  of  the  firfl  SeiTion  of  Parliament 
then  next  enfuing,  for  defraying  the  Charges  of  his 
Majeily's  Mints,  ^c,  &c.  ^c.  2.  That  8367  1.  9  s. 
10  d.  be  granted,  to  replace  to  the  Sinking  Fund  the 
like  Sum  paid  out  of  the  iame,  to  make  good  the  De- 
ficiency of  the  additional  Stamp  Duties,  at  Chrijlmasy 
1744.  3.  That  49252I.  i8s.  9d.  be  granted  for 
making  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  General  Fund,  for 
the  Year  ende4  at  Michaelmas,  1745.  4.  That 
13793  L  3  s.  5d.  be  granted,  to  replace  the  like  Sum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  for  the  Deficiency  of  the  Duty  of 
I2S.  a  Barrel,  on  Sweets,  zt  Michaelmas,  1745.  6T  hat 
17500 1.  be  granted,  to  replace  the  like  Sum  paid 
out  of  the  fame,  to  anfwer  half  a  Year's  Intereft  due.  at 

Michaelmas^ 
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Ahnn  19.       Michaelmas^   J745»  on  the  principal  Sum  of  lOOOOOoI. 
tieo.  IL  1745.  }^nt;  Qp,  Credit  of  the  Salt   Duties,  which  were  conti* 
^•^•"""^tr''''''^  nued  for  fix  Years,   ^V.  ^c.  towards  the  Supply  for 
the  Year  1745.     7.  That  4000  1.   be  granted  for  the 
further  fettling  and  improving  the  Colony  of  Geor^ia^ 
in  America.   7.  That  15000 1,  be  granted  t(^  finifh,  t^c» 
Wejhninjhr  Bridge,  Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 
h'^Com°"'t°J       ^^^'  ^^'  ^^'  ^^^^  reported  the  following  Refolu- 
of^wl?s"'anr   ^^"^"^  ^^  ^^^  Committee  of  Ways   and  Means,  viz,  I. 
Means,  That   fo  much  of  the  Ad:  of  i  Geo.  II.  cap.  17.   as 

prohibits  the  Importation  of  Wine  in  Flaflcs  or  Bottles, 
be  repealed.  2.  That  there  fhall  be  paid  upon  all 
Crown-plate,  or  Flint  Glafs,  imported,  8d.  per  lb. 
weight;  and  for  all  Green  or  other  Glafs,  imported, 
7.d.  perVo.  and  for  all  Bottles  and  Flafks  imported,  2s. 
per  Dozen  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  Importer,  or  Importers 
thereof.  3.  That  there  fhall  be  paid  upon  all  Metal, 
or  Preparation,  or  by  what  other  Name  it  may  now 
or  hereafter  be  called,  for  the  making  of  Crown-plate, 
Flint,  or  White  Glafs,  in  Great-Britain^  9  s.  \^.  per 
Hundred,  and  for  all  Metal,  or  Preparation  for  ma- 
king Green  Glafs,  ^c.  2s.  and  4d.  per  Hundred; 
to  be  paid  by  the  Maker,  or  Makers,  thereof. 
4,  That  there  be  paid  for  every  Gallon  of  Low 
Wines,  or  Spirits,  of  the  fxrft  Kxtra61ion,  made,  or 
drawn  only,  from  any  Sort  of  Drink  or  Wafh, 
brewed  or  made  from  any  Sort  of  Malt  or  Corn,  l^c. 
l^c.  one  Halfpenny,  over  and  above  all  Duties  charged, 
or  chargeable  thereon  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  Diftillers,  or 
Makers,  thereof.  5.  That  there  fl:iall  be  paid  for  every 
Gallon  of  Low  Wines,  or  Spirits,  of  the  iirli:  Fxtrac- 
tion,  made  or  drawn  fiom  Brewers  Wafh  or  Tilts, 
or  any  Mixture  therewithj  one  Halfpenny,  over  and 
above  all  Duties  charged,  or  chargeable  thereon,  to  be 
paid  by  the  Diftillers,  or  Makers,  thereof  6.  That 
there  Ihall  be  paid  for  every  Gallon  of  Low  Wines,  or 
Spirits,  of  the  firfl:  Extradlion,  made  or  drawn  from  any 
other  Kind  oi  Englijh  Materials,  b'^.  three  Farthings, 
over  and  aboveall  Duties  charged,  or  chargeiibletherconi 
to  be  paid  by  the  Diftillers,  or  Makers,  tliercof.  7. That 
there  fhall  be  paid  for  every  Gallon  of  Spirits  made  in 
Great-Britain y  of  any  Kind  of  Wine,  or  C}der,  im- 
ported. 
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ported,  3d.  over  and  above  all  Duties  charged,  or  Anno  ig. 
chargeable,  thereon  j  to  be  paid  by  the  Diftillers ;  or  ^^o*  ^*- '745« 
Makers,  thereof.  8.  That  there  (hall  be  paid  for  every  <»— '-^•~-*- 
Gallon  of  Strong  Waters,  or  Aqua  Vitce^  made  for 
Sale,  of  Corn,  Cyder,  or  Foreign  Wines,  three  Half- 
pence, over  and  above  all  Duties  charged,  or  charge- 
able, thereon  ;  to  be  paid  by  the  Diflillers,  or  Makers, 
thereof.  9.  That  a  Drawback,  or  Allowance,  be 
made  of  the  feveral  Duties  aforefaid,  of  the  Spirits,  ^c, 
aforefaid,  on  the  Exportation  thereof.  10.  That  the 
Sum  of  three  Millions  be  raifed  by  Annuities  and  a 
Lottery,  and  charged  upon  the  faid  feveral  Duties  be- 
fore mentioned.  11.  That  towards  raifing  the  Sum  of 
15000 1.  per  Annum  for  feven  Years,  for  defraying  the 
Charges  of  the  Mint,  ^c.  l^c.  the  Duties  of  10  s.  per 
Tun,  upon  all  Wines,  Vinegar,  Cyder,  and  Beer, 
imported  into  Great -Britain^  and  which  by  an  A61  of 
the  1 2th  of  his  Majefty  were  continued  for  feven 
Years,  be  further  continued  for  feven  Years,  from 
March  I,  1745,  and  until  the  End  of  the  next  Sef- 
fion  of  Parliament  then  next  enfuing.  12.  That  all 
"the  Powers,  Privileges,  and  Advantages,  relating  to  the 
Mint's  Coinage  of  Gold  and  Silver  Monies,  v^^hich 
were  granted  by  an  A6t  of  18  Charles  II.  be  farther  con- 
tinued for  feven  Years,  Uom.  March  \^  I745i  and  to 
the  End  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parliament  then  next 
enfuing.  13.  That  an  Ad  of  6  George  II.  intituled. 
An  A 61  for  the  better  fecuring  and  encouraging  the 
Trade  of  his  Majefty's  Sugar  Colonies  inAmerica,  which 
was  to  continue  in  Force  from  June  24,  1733,  for  five 
Years,  &c.  and  which  by  an  A61  of  11  George  IL  was 
further  continued  for  fevenYears,  ^c.  is  near  expiring^ 
and  be  continued  for  fevenYears,  and  from  thence  to  the 
End  of  the  then  next  Seffion  of  Parliament.  14.  That 
an  Ad  of  5  George  II.  intituled.  An  Ad  for  encou- 
raging the  Growth  of  CofFee  in  the  Plantations  in  Ame- 
rica, v/hich  was  to  continue  in  Force  from  March  25, 
1735,  until  March  25,  1 7 39,  ^V.  and  which  by  a« 
Adioi  II  George  \1.  was  further  continued  for  feven 
Years,  ^c.  is  near  expiring  ;  and  be  continued  for  fe- 
ven Years,  from  AAarch  1745?  and  to  the  End  of 
the   next   Seffion  of  Parliament   then  next  enfuing. 

Which 
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Amin  Tg.       Which  P^efolulions  (except   the  firfl,  w  hich  was  poli- 
Geo.  II.  1745.    pQiiejj  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
^        - "   ~        A4arch  3.  Mr.  Fane  reported   from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  the  following  Refolutions,  wz. 

1.  That  the  feveral  Refolutions  of  this  Houfe  of  the 
24th  of  Feb,  inflant,  for  laying  certain  Duties  upon  all 
Crown-plate,  or  Flint  Glafs ;  and  upon  all  Green  and 
other  Glafs,  l^c.  cffr.  ^c,  fnall  be  extended  to  Ireland, 

2.  That  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Exportation  of 
Crown-plate,  flint,  or  White  Glafs,  made  in  Great- 
Britain  or  Ireland^  a  Diawback,  or  Allowance,  of  9s. 
4d.  -per  Hundred,  fhall  be  made  on  Exportation 
thereof  j  and  for  all  Green  Glafs  made  in  Great-Bri*- 
tain  or  Ireland^  a  Drawback,  or  Allowance,  of  2  s» 
4d.  per  Hundred.  Which  Refolutions  were  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe. 

Refolutions  of        Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply 

the   Committee  j]^g  foiJQ^jj^g  Refolutions,   viz.  I.  That  96478  1.  19  s. 

"PPy*  2d.   be    granted  for    Freight  of  Tranfports   between 

Jan.i^    1744^   and  31  £>^<:.  1745.     2.   That  54753  I. 

9s.   3d.  i-  be  granted  for  the  Expence  of  Victuals  for 

the  Land  Forces  between  Jan.  i,    1744,  and  Dec.  31, 

1745.  3.  l^hat  11950!.  23.  9d.  i  be  granted  to 
make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grants  for  1745. 
Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

March  24.  Mr.  Fane  reported  the  following  Refolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  vi%.  i.  That 
200000 1.  be  granted  to  make  good  his  Majefty's  En- 
gagements with  the  King  of  Sardinia.  2.  That  24299 1. 
IS.  4d.  be  granted  to  make  good  his  Majefty's  En- 
gagements with  the  Eledor  of  Cologne,  3.  That 
8620 1.  be  granted  to  make  good  his  Majefly's  Engage- 
'  ments  with  theEledor  of  J^^«/z.  Which  Refolutions 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
Anno  19.  Jpril  14.   Mr.  Fane  reported   the  following  Refolu- 

^'^^'^ -JH^.   jJQj^g  j_,|:  j-j^g   fgij  Committee,  viz.    i.  That  300000 1. 

be  granted  towards  defraying  the  Expence  of  two  Bj- 
4ilies  of  the  Troops  of  Hanover.,  maku)g  in  the  whole 
l8coo  Men,  to  a6t  in  the  Low- Countries  with  the 
Aujlrian  Troops  and  thofe  of  the  States- General,    for 

1746.  2.  That  looooi.  be  granted  to  his  Majeffy, 
for  a  Train  of   Artillery  to   attend    the    faid    IVoops. 

3.  That  40000G  1.  be  granted,  to  enable  the  Qiieen  of 
5  Hungary 
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Hungary   to    fapport  her  Allies,    and    msintain   50000       Anno  %. 
Men  in  the  Loiu  Ccwi'ries^  for  1746.  4.  That  loooool.  Geo.  il.  1-46. 
be  granted  to  enable  the  Kljig  of  Sardinia  to  maintain    V——- v— — ^ 
Vnd  profecute  the   Vv^ar  in  /r^/;',  for  1746.     The  firll 
•Rerolution  was,  upon  a  Divifion,  refolved  in  the  AfSr- 
inative;  the  reft  of  the  Refolutions  were  agreed  to,  after 
a  fccond  Reading3  by  the  Houfe. 

j^ipril  28.  iMr.  Fane  reported  from  t!ie  Committee  of  Refduiion  of 
"Ways  and  Means,  the  following  R-efoIution,  vi%.  That  the  Committed 
there  be  charged  upon  all  foreign-made  Sails,   brought  ^l^^^-"^  ^"'^ 
into  this  Kingdom,  the  like  Duties   as  are   now  pava- 
Ible  upon  foreign-made  Sails  imported  hy  Way  of  Mer- 
thandize  5  '  v/hich   Refulution   was  agreed   to  hy  the 
Houfe. 
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".    Jpril  30.   The  Houfe  prefented  the  following  Ad- 
'drefs  to  his  Pvlajefty  : 

"  A7oJi  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

£  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Ad.irsfs  on  the 
bjeds,  the  Qomtnons  Qi  Great-Britain^  J'f^^'^y  ^^^^H 
"  in  Parliament  a/Tembled,  beg  Iveave  to  congratulate 
^'  your  Majefty  on  the  great  and  important  Succefs, 
"  with  which  it  has  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  hiefs 
''  youT  Majefty's  Arms,  under  the  Command  of  his 
"  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke,  againft  the  Rebels. 

"It  is  with  Hearts  full  of  Duty  and  Gratitude,  we 
*^  acknowledge  your  Majefty's  Wifdom  and  paternal 
*^  Attention  to  the  Interelt  and  Welfare  of  your  Peo- 
"  pie,  fo  ftrongly  exprefTed  by  your  Majefty,  in  the 
*'  Choice  of  that  General,  whofe  Birth  and  tried  Abi- 
"  lilies  marked  him  out  to  defend  the  Liberties  and 
"  Conflitution  of  Great-Britain^  and  fo  fenfibly  feic 
"  hy  your  People,  in  the  happy  Confequences  of  that 
"  Choice. 

.  "  And  as  we  think  the  Defeat  given  to  the  Rebels  an 
*' Event,  which  muft  immediately  produce  the  mofb 
"  defirable  Effe<51s  upon  the  whole  State  of  our  Affairs, 
^'  at  home  and  abroad  ;  fo  we  doubt  not,  but,  in 
<'  its  remoter  Confequences,  it  will  tend  <o  the  future 
"  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of  your  Majefty's  Reignj 
"  to  the  firm  EftabliQiment  of  Your  Majefty,  and 
<'  your  Royal  Pofterity,  upon  the  Throne  of  thefs 
Vol.  n.  '      Dd  '*  Kingdoms^ 
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Anno  19.     ''  Kingdoms,  and  to  tbe  effe<5lua,l  Security  of  the  Re- 
Geo.  II.  1746.   «i  ligion,  Laws  and  Liberties  of  Gr^^/-^nYtf/«. 

""*  "  Thus,  by  a  Fate,  not  uncommon  to  the  Devices 

"  of  Rebels  and  Traitors,  thofe  v»ncked  Attempts  which 
"  have  been  icvelled  againft  the  Proteftant  Succeflion, 
"  and  the  happy  Coniiitution  of  this  Country,  will, 
"  under  the  Bleiling  of  Providence,  prove,  in  the  Re- 
*'  fult,  the  molt  eflc^luai  iVIcans  of  confirming  both. 

'*  We  beg  Leave  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  youf 
"  faithful  Commons,  truly  fenfible  of  the  great  Bene- 
"  fits  this  Narion  has  received  from  the  eminent 
*'  Courage  and  Condu6t  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
'^  Duke,  upon  this  Occafion,  are  defirous,  and  will  be 
"  ready  to  give  his  Royal  Highnefs  fuch  diftinguifliing 
"  Marks  of  public  Gratitude,  as  fhall  be  moft  agrees 
"  able  to  your  iVlajefty,  and  are  juflly  due  to  his  fu* 
'«  perior  Merit." 

To  which  his  Majefly  made  the  following  inoft  gra- 
cious Anfvver  :  " 
"  Gentlemen^ 
King's  Anfvver.  ''  I  Return  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  this  Addrefs, 
"  fo  full  of  Affedion  to  me  and  my  Family.  The 
'*  Satisfadion  I  feel,  at  the  Succefsof  my  Arms  againft 
*'  the  Rebels,  is  greatly  inereafed  by  your  kind  Ex- 
*•'  preffions  towards  my  Son  the  Duke,  and  your  Ap- 
''  probation  of  his  Services  on  this  Occafion. 

"  I  will  not  fail  to  improve  this  Advantage  to  the 
"  utmo(t  of  my  Power,  towards  eftabliftiing,  upon  a 
*'  lading  Foundation,  the  future  Security  and  Happinef§ 
«' of  my^ People." 
RefolutionB  of  May  c^.  Mr.  Fane  reported  the  following  Refolu- 
ofS^T'^'^'''^  tions  of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  viz,  i.  That  24.701L 
7  s.  6d.  be  granted  upon  Account  of  reduced  OlHcers 
of  the  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  for  1746.  2.  That 
3886  1.  be  granted  for  paying  Penfions  to  the  Widows 
of  reduced  OfKccrs  of  ditto.  3.  That  137027  1.  3  s. 
II  d.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  extraordinary 
Fxpences  of  his  Majefty 's  Land  Forces,  on  Ac- 
count of  the  Rebellion,  and  for  Horfes  loft  in  Flan- 
ders^ and  at  Sea,  incurred  Anno  1745,  and  not  pro- 
vided f(r  by  Parliament.  4.  That  21545  L  19s.  iid^ 
be  grantwl  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Troops 
of  the  States  Ccreral  whilft  at  his  Majefty's  Service, 
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in  1745  and  1746.  5.  That  ^0328!,  19?.  lod. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  Pay,  or 
Douceurs,  Forage,  Wagggon-Money,  &c.  of  the 
6000  Heffians  in  his  Majefty's  Service,  incurred 
in  1742  and  1743,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parh'amenr. 
The  three  firft  and  laft  Refolutions,  after  a  fecond 
Reading,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  -,  the  fourth  being 
read  a  fecond  Time,  a  Motion  was  made,  and  th& 
Queftion  put,  that  the  faid  Refolurion  be  re-commit- 
ted ;  but,  upon  a  Divifion,  it  pafled  in  the  Negative. 
Then  the  faid  Refoiution  was,  upon  the  Queftion  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

May  12.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  Supply  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.  i.  That 
40880  J.  19s.  2d.  be  granted  for  the  Pay  of  General 
and  General  Staff  OfEcers  for  1746.  2.  That  500C00I. 
be  granted,  upon  Account,  to  enable  his  Majefty  effec- 
tually to  fupprefs  the  prefent  Rebellion,  to  carry  on  the 
War  with  Vigour,  ^c.  ^c.  &c.  The  iirft  Refoiution 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  as  was  the  fecond  upon  a 
Divifion. 

May  J  2.    A   Bill   of  Attainder  of  TVilUam  Earl  of  SIHof  Attain- 
Kellie,  ^c,  ^c.   (as   named    in    the   Bill)   paffed    the  ^"^ P'^'^^^*    - 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Fatie  reported  the  following  Refolutions  of  the  Refolutions  of 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,    viz.    i.  That  ^here  ^'^^^"'^^^^^^^^ 
be  ilfued  and  applied  the  Sum   of  One  Million,  out  of  ^^g^^s]^^  ^" 
the  Sinking-Fund,  towards  raifing  the  Supply  granted 
to  his  Majefly.     2.  That  his   Majefty   be   enabled  to 
raife  500000I.   by  Loans,    or   Exchequer  Bills,  to  be 
granted  in    the   next   Seffion    of  Parliament,    towards 
raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majeity.    Which  Re- 
folutions were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

May  IS'  Refolved,    Nemine  contradicente.  That  an  Refoiution  for  an 
additional  Revenue  of  25000  1.  per  Annum^   be   fettled  additional  Re- 
on  his  Royal  Highnefs  William  Duke  of  Cumherland^^j;^^^^'','-}^^ 
and  the  rleirs  Male  or  his  Body,  for  the  hgnal  services  berland. 
done  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  his  Country,  to  be  ifTu- 
ing  and  payable  out  of  the  Duties  a^d  Revenues  com- 
pofing  the  Aggregate  Fund.     And  a  Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in,  purfuant   to  the   faid   Refoiution, 
which  Bill  was  paffed  by  the  Houfe  on  the  30th. 

D  d  2  Jum 
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Anno  10.  June  ^h,   Vix.  Fane  xt^oiitA  the  following  Ref<ilu=. 

Geo.  11.   17:6.  tions  of  the  Coma.ittee  of  Supply,  vi%.  i.  That  191 681. 

L— — v^--«-^    18  s.   4d.    be  granted  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  two 

Reioiations  of    TrooDs  of  RaniCTers,    ^c.  ^c,  i^c.    iox    the   Service  of 

the  Commutec     ^         *.  ^  ,  t-i  r      \  a>  i 

oi"  Supply.  Georgia^    for  1 746.     2.    1  hat   out   or   the  12981001. 

34  s.  yd.  granted  10  defray  the  Charge  of  Land  Forces, 
isc.  i^c,  for  1746,  36864  1.  OS.  yd.  fliall,  and  may 
be  applied  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  Garrifons  in 
Greai-Britoin^  ^c  &c.  &c.  for  1746}  and  a  fur- 
ther Sum  of  30000].  on  Account,  for  Contingen- 
cies of  the  Army,  for  1746.  3.  That  icoco  1. 
be  granted  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of  the 
BritiJ})  Forts  and  Settlements  belonging  to  the  Royal 
/ifrican  Company  of  England.  Which  Refolutions 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Koufe. 

Aiij^.  12.  By  his  Majeily's Command,  theHoufewent 

L'p  to  attend  his  Majefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when  his 

Majefly  put  an  End  to  the  Seffion  of  Parliament,   with 

the  following  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

"   My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  ■ 

King's  Speech     <c   y  Cannot  put  an  End  to  this  SeflTon  of  Parliament, 

hestffiun.^  ^    *'    A   without,  exprefling  to  you  my  entire  Satisfadfion 

'*  in  your  Proceedings.     Tlse  Zeal  and  Vigour  which 

"   you  have  fo  unanim''  ufly  fliewn  for  the  Support  of 

''  my  Government,  for  fuppreiTing  the  late  Rebellion, 

and  for  bringing   the  Gui'ty   to  Juftice,    in  which 

you  have  been  fo  un iver fa !ly  feconded    by  my  good 

Subje6is,   have  not  only  fully  anfwered  my  Expt^la- 

tions,  but  give  me  the  bed  AfRjrance,  that  you  are 

determined  to  perfe^l  this  goi  d  Wotk,   by   fettling 

our   Tranquillity  at   h^>me  up' n  folid    Foundations, 

''  and  extinguiihing  the  Hopes  of  the  Pretender  and  all 

"  his  x^dherents. 

*'  The  Powers,  which  you  thought  fit  to  repofe  m 
*'  me  on  this  Occafion,  have  been  employed  in  the 
*'  mod:  proper  and  effectual  Manner  ;  and  made 
f^ridlly  fubfervient  to  thofe  Purpofes  only,  for  which 
you  intended  them  :  And  it  has  pleafed  the  Divine 
'•  Providence,  in  9  rr.off  fignal  Manner,  to  blefs  the 
"  Meafures  we  have  taken  with  Succefs.  I  am  very 
''  fenfihle  there  are  Matt^ers  of  great  Moment  fiili  be- 
''  hind,  which  are  necefTary  for  our  laOing  Security, 
**  and  preventing  the  Cala.iiities  for  the  futuie  ;    but 

'^  as 
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"  as  a  Foundation  is  prudently  laid  for  your  proceed- 
*'  ing  upon  them  in  the  next  Seffion,  I  was  unwilling 
««  to  detain  you  longer  out  of  your  refpeclive  Coun- 
««  tries,  at  this  advanced  Seafon  of  the  Year.  I  have 
"  the  Satisfaclfon  to  acquaint  you,  that  thePoftureof 
"  AfFairs  abroad  appears  more  favourable  than  when 
<'  I  lad  fpoke  to  ycu.  As  loon  as  the  Safety  of  my 
"  own  Kingdoms  would  permit,  1  fent  fuch  a  Body  of 
<t  Troops,  as  could  be  fpared  from  hence,  to  ilrengthen 
<«  the  Allied  Army  in  the  Netherlands,- (or  the  Defence 
«'  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  opp'.rmg  the  further 
"  Progreis  of  Franc£  on  that  Side.  By  Means  of  this 
«'  Succour,  and  the  other  powerful  AfTiflances,  which 
'«  you  have  enabled  me  to  furniih,  tha:  Army  has  been 
"  very  canjiderably  augmented,  and  is  become  much 
<i  ftronger,  than  v^as  expe(3:ed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
«'  Year.  This  Event,  together  with  the  happy  Suc- 
'<  cefTes  of  the  Aujirian  and  Sardinian  Armies  \:\  Italy ^ 
«c  and  fome  other  Incidents,  which  have  happened  to 
««  the  Advantage  of  the  Common  Caufe,  give  us  a 
"  better  Prolpeit  of  bringing  our  Enemies  to  Reafon, 
'«  and  procuring  a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace,  which 
'«  is  my  great  End,  and  Aim." 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
''  The  great*  Readinefs,  and  Chearfulnefs,  with 
*'  which  you  have  granted  me  the  Supplies,  for  the 
'^  current  Year,  require  my  particular  I'hanks.  I  am 
"  very  fenfible  of  the  extraordinary  Diiliculties,  which 
"  the  Circum.ftances  of  the  Times  brought  upon  this 
*'  important  Service,  and  upon  the  public  Credit  in 
"  general  i  and  which  nothing  but  your  Prudence  and 
''  Firmnefs  could  have  overcome.  What  you  have 
''  given  fhall  be  ftrictly  applied  to  the  Purpofes  you 
*'  intcrided  J  and  you  cannot  but  have  obferved  my 
"  Defire  to  lefTen  the  Public  Expence,  as  far  as  poffi- 
ble,  by  taking  the  firit  Opportunity  to  difoand  thofe 
Regiments,  which  the  laudable  and  active  Zeal  of 
feveral  of  my  faithful  Subjects,  of  the  lirft  Rank  and 
"  Diftindion,  had  added  to  our  Strength  on  this  Oc- 
"  cafion." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
"  I  have  had   fuch   ample  Experience  of  your  un- 
"  fhaken  Fidelity,  and  of  your  Afiedion  and  Attach- 

"ment 
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"  ment  to  me  and  my  Family,  that  I  rely,  with  the 
'^  utmoft  Confidence,  on  your  future  Condu6t.  I  can- 
not doubt,  that,  during  this  Recefs,  you  will,  in 
your  feveral  Stations,  ufe  your  utmoft  Endeavours 
to  reftore,  and  preferve  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom; 
to  heal  the  Wounds,  which  this  unnatural  Rebellion 
may  have  made  ;  and  to  encourage,  and  cultivate  in 
my  Subjects,  that  Spirit  of  Loyalty,  and  of  Zeal 
for  the  prefent  Eftablifhment,  which  has  fo  remark- 
ably appeared.  The  Impreffions  of  it  (hall  ever  re-* 
main  upon  my  Mind  and  be  demonftrated  by  the 
Continuance  of  my  Vigilance,  and  Endeavours,  to 
make  them  a  happy  People." 


After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Par- 
liament to  the  30th  of  September, 
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An  Aa,  To  raife  the  Militia  of  that  Part  ^Great- 
Britain  called  England,  although  the  A4onth's  Pay  for ^ 
merly  advanced  hath  not  yet  hem  repaid-,  and  to  raife 
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ment, 

An  A£^,  To  empower  his  Mojejiy  to  make  Rules  and 
Directions  to  prevent  the  DiJUmper  fpreading  among  the 
horned  Cattle. 

An  hSt,  To  indemnify  the  Court  of  Sejfions  in  Scot- 
land, for  not  meeting  on  the  ifi  cf  November  lafi. 

An  Aft,  For  granting  certain  Duties  upon  Glafs  and 
fpirituous  Liquors,  and  far  raifing  three  Millions  by  An- 
nuities and  a  Lottery, 

An 


_  [    408    ]        . 
Anno  ig.  An  Acl,    For  punifhing  Mut'tny  and  Defertion^  and 

Geo,  II.  1746.  J'Qy.  ffjg  better  Payment  of  the  Ar?ny  and  their  garters. 
An  A6^,   To   continue  the  Duties  for  Encouragement 
of  the  Coinage  of  Maney^ 

An  A  61,  To  enlarge  the  Time  for  Jufiices  of  the  Peace 
to  qualify  themfehes,  : 

An  h^i  For  the  more  eafy  and  ff.eedy  Trial  of  fuch 
Perfons  as^  have  levied^  or  Jhall  levy  Wat  againft  his 
Majefly  ;  and  for  the  better  afcertaining  the  Salifica- 
tions of  Jurors^  in  Trials  for  High-J'reafon^  or  Mif-. 
prifion  of  Treafon^  in  that  Part  of  Great- Britain  called 
Scotland. 

An  A£l,  To  take  off  the  Negative  Voice  of  the  Court 
of  Aldermen  of  the  City  i^/"  London. 

An  Aft,  For  continuing  the  Sufpenjton  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  A £1  for  fix  Months  longer. 

An  At^>,  For  enlarging  the  Time  granted  for  Papijis 
io  inroll  Wills  and  Deeds. 

An  Adt,  For  fettling  an  additional  Revenue  ofl^^oool. 
per  Ann.  upon  his  Royal  Highnefs  William  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  the  Heirs  Male  of  his  Body^  for  the 
fignal  Services  done  by  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  his  Country, 
An  A6l>  For  calling  any  fufpe£ted  Per  fan  or  Perfons^ 
whofe  Ejlates  or  principal  Refidence  are  in  Scotland,  to 
appear  at  Edinburgh,  or  where  elfe  it  Jhall  be  judged 
expedient,  tQ  find  Bail  for  their  good  Behaviour. 

hn  hdi^  For  the  more  effetlually  fecuring  the  Duties 
now  payable  on  foreign-made  Sail-Cloth  imported  into  this 
Kingdom  \  and  for  charging  all  foreign-made  Sail- Cloth 
with  a  Duty  ;  and  for  explaining  a  Doubt  concerning 
Ships  being  obliged j  at  their  fir Ji  fet ling- out,  to  be  fur^ 
nijhed  with  one  compleat  Set  of  Sails  made  of  Bntidi  Sail- 
Cloth, 

An  AGt,  To  attaint  Alexander  Earl  <?/  Kellir, 
William  Vjfcount  ^^/Strathallan,  Alexander  Lord  Pitfli- 
go,  and  divers  others  therein  mentioned,  of  High-Trea- 
fon,  if  they  fi) all  not  furrender  themf elves  to  one  of  his 
Majefly  s  "Juflices  of  the  Peace,  on  or  before  the  ilth  of 
July,    1746,  andjubmit  to  Juftice, 

An  A(51-,  To  continue  two  Aifi\  one  for  encouraging  the 
'Growth  of  Coffee  in  his  Majefly  s  Plantations  in  America; 
and  the  other  for   the  better  (ecuring  and  encouraging 
the  Trade  of  his  Majejiys  Sugar  Colmes  there. 

%  An 
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An  A(El,  For.  the  better  Regulation  of  Ele^ions  of     Anno  19. 
Members  of  Parliament  for  fuch  Cities  and  Toivns   in  ^^°'  ^^'  '74^' 
England  as  are  Counties  of  themf elves.  ^       ■  «■    -' 

An  Adl,  For  the  better  Prefervation  of  Havens y 
Roads^  Channels.,  and  Navigable  Rivers,  within  that 
Part  i?/' Great- Britain  called  England. 

An  A6t,  To  indeirmify  fuch  Perfons  as  have  a3ed 
in  Defence  cf  his  Majefly's  P  erf  on  and  Government,  and 
for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Public  Peace  of  this  Kingdom, 
during  the  Time  of  the  prefent  unnatural  Rebellion,  atid 
Sheriffs  and  others  who  have  fuffered  Efcapes,  octafioned 
thereby,  frcm  vexatious  Suits  and  Profecutions. 

An  Ad,  More  effeSiually  to  prevent  profane  Curfmg 
and  Swearing, 

An  Ac3:,  For  the  better  Encour<agemcnt  of  his  Majejiy^s 
Sugar  Colonies  in  America. 

An  A(5i,  For  granting  to  his  Majejiy  a  certain  Sum 
^f  Money  out  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  Service  of  the 
Tear  1746  ;  and  for  enabling  his  Majejiy  to  raife  a  fur- 
ther Sum  of  Money,  for  the  Ufes  and  Purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  the  further  appropriating  the  Sup- 
plies granted  in  this  Seffion  of  Parliament ;  and  for 
7}iakiHg  forth  Duplicates  of  Exchequer  Bills,  Littery 
Tickets,  Receipts,  Annuity  Orders,  or  other  Orders  lojfy 
hurnt,   or  otherwife  dejiroyed. 

An  A6t,  For  the  further  Punifhment  of  Perfons  going 
urmed  or  difguifed,  in  Defiance  of  the  Laws  of  Cujioms  or 
Excife  ',  and  for  indemnifying  Offenders  againji  thofe  Laws 
upon  the  Terms  in  this  Aci  mentioned;  and  for  the  Relief 
^f  Officers  of  the  Cifoms  in  Informations  upon  Seizures » 
An  A6t,  More  effeSlually  to  prohibit  and  prevent  Pa f- 
tors  or  Minifters  from  officiating  in  Epifcopal  Meeting-' 
Houfes  in  Scotland,  without  duly  qualifying  themfehes 
according  to  Law,  and  to  punifh  Perfons  for  reforting 
to  any  Meeting- Houfes  where  fuch  unqualified  Pafi or s  or 
Minifters  fhall  officiate. 

'An  A6lj  For  the  more  effe£lual  Difarm.ing  the  High- 
Jands  in  Scotland,  and  for  more  effe^ually  fe  curing  the 
Peace  of  the  faid  Highlands,  and  for  refraining  the  life  . 
*f  the  Highland  Drefs  -,  and  for  further  indemnifying 
Juch  Perfons  as  have  a£ied  in  Defence  of  his  Ma- 
jejif  s  Perfon  and  Government  during  the  unnatural 
Rebellion  \  and  for  indemnifying  the  Judges,  and  other 
Officers  of  the  Court  cf  Jujiiciary  in  Scotland,  Jtr 
Vol.  II.  E  e  mt 
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Annoj9.      not  performing  the  Northern  Circuit  in  May,   17465 
^^^°^  ^'^^^'  and  for  obliging  the  Majiers   and,   Teachers  of  -private 
Schools  Z;^  Scotland  to  take  the  Oaths  to  his  Majefiy^  his 
Heirs  and  Sue  cejfors^  and  toregijier  the  fame. 

An  A6t,  To  allow  the  Fur  chafe.,  for  his  Majeflfs 
TJfe^  of  naval  Stores  brought  into  this  Kingdom  on  board 
7ieutral  Ships ^  by  any  of  his  Majejif  s  Ships ^  and  to  al- 
low fuch  Stores  to  he  landed  and  entered  during  the  Con-- 
tinuance  of  the  prefent  Wars  with  France  and  Spain,  or 
either  of  them. 

An  Acl,  To. regulate  the  Infurance  m  Ships  belonging 
to  the  Subjects  of  Great- Britain,  and  on  Merchandizes 
er  EffeBs  laden  thereon. 

An  A  (Si,  For  amending  the  Laws  relating  to  Bank- 
rupts. 

An  A61:,  More  effe5iually  to  prevent  the  Frauds  and 
Ahufes  committed  in  the  Admeafurement  of  Coals  ivithiri 
the  City  and  Liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and  that  Part  of 
the  Dutchy  ^Lancafter  adjoining  thereto,  and  the  f eve- 
ral  Pari/hes  ^/Sr.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  St.  Mary  le  Eon, 
and  fuch  Part  of  the  Parijh  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn, 
as  lies  in  the  County  of  Middlefex. 

An  A61:,  To  indemnify  Perfons  who  have  omitted  to. 
qualify  themf elves  for  Offices,  Employments^  and  Promo- 
tions within  the  Time  limited  by  Law,  and  for  allowing 
further  Time  for  that  Purpofe. 

Alfo  to  three  Acfs  relating  to  repairing  the  following 
Roads,  viz.  From  Market  Harborough  to  Loughbo- 
rough, Co.  Leiceller.  From  City  of  Gloucefter  to  Stone, 
From  Liverpoole  to  Prefect,  Co,  Lane. 

And  to  feyera^  private  Bills. 

Thg  End  of  the  Second  Volume; 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X, 


Among  the  great  Number  of  Original  Speeches^  and 
other  Authentic  Materials^  which  have  been 
communicated  to  the  Editors  for  this  Work, 
and  the  Continuation  of  it^  was  the  foUcwing 
Speech  of  Jofeph  Dan  vers,  Efq-^  never  before 
printed ;  which,  though  anterior  to  the  Period 
prefcribed  for  this  Undertaking,  being  totally 
omitted  in  ChandlerV  Colle5iion,  they  have  em- 
br/iced  the  Opportunity  of  infer  ting  it  hire. 


A  Speech /»  /i?^ House  of  Qomucm^^againfl 
the  Question  for  laying  a  LAND-TAX, 
of  Four  Shillings  in  the  Pounds  in  th^ 
Tear  1727. 

By  Joseph  DanVers,  Ef(i; 
'SIR, 

TH  E    great  Weight  and  Importance  of  this  Qiief- 
tion,  I   hope,  will  caufe   every  Gentleman   to 
confider  carefully  before  be  gives  an  Aflent  to  it. 

*  I  rife  up  in  Behalf  of  the  poor  Country,  to  oppofs 
this  extraordinary  Impofition  on  Lands ;  but  not  with 
any  Defign  to  hinder  his  Majefty's  urgent  Occafions  from 
being  fupplied. 

'  Our  public  Affairs  are  fo  uncertain  and  dangerous, 
that  Provifion  muft  be  made  for  our  Safety  and  Defence ; 
and  if  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  make  ufe  of  Means  al- 
ready in  our  Hands,  we  may  furnifh  the  Supply  for 
the  Year,without  burthening  the  Nation  with  this  addi- 
tional, heavy  and,  I  may  fay,  partial  Tax,  as  it  afFe6^3 
but  Part  of  the  People ;  and  more  fo,  in  refpedl  of  the 
unequal  Manner  in  which  it  is  colle6led. 

*  *  The 
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*  The  Means  to  be  made  ufe  of  which  I  defire  t^ 
©fFer  to  the  Confideration  of  Gentlemen,  is  the  Monty 
in  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer^  commonly  called  the 
Aggregate  Sinking  Fund,  which  amounts  to  upwards 
t)^  2iUi\\\\onper  Jtinum^  and  waits  lor  the  Order  and 
Difpofition  of  Parliament. 

'  1  am  fenfible  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  Noife 
and  Clamour  artfully  made,  about  the  Sacrednefs  of 
this  Aggregate  Sinking  Fund,  that  we  mull  not  touch 
it  upon  any  Occaficn  whatfoever,  but  always  employ 
it  in  paying  off  the  public  Debts  ;  threatening,  if  we  do 
otherwife.  Ruin  and  Deftruci:ion  to  the  Public  Credit ; 
and  when  once  you  have  touched  it  for  other  Ufes  than 
paying  the  Debts,  it  v/111  become  a  Pra£iice,  and  fall  a 
Ssacriiice  to  the  Views  and  Schemes  of  enterprizing  and 
ambitious  Miniflers. 

*■  In  order  to  prevent  thelail:  imaginary  Evil,  I  be- 
lieve we  may  confide  in  the  'Wifdom  and  Care  of  this 
Houfe  ;  and  in  anfwer  to  the  firft  Objection,  that  it  will 
feurt  and  deftroy  Public  Credit,  we  mufi:  enquire  what 
the  Crs^ditorsof  the  Nation  will  fay,  and  whether  they 
want  their  Principal  Money  tobe  paid  oft.  lam  one  of 
the  faid  Creditors,  and  declare,  if  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer' \N'AS  to  call  for,  and  pay  the  Creditors  of  the 
Nation,  willing  to  come  and  receive  their  Money,  I 
would  not  meet  him,  but  fhould  chufe  to  llink  out  of 
his  Way  ;  for  what  mult  I  do  with  the  Money  r  Where 
can  I  have  fo  good  an  Interefl,  and  fo  well  fecured? 
Shall  I  lay  it  out  in  Lands  burtbened  with  a  Tax  of 
four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  ?  No,  I  would  fooner  buy 
OJiend  Stock. 

*•  It  will  be  faid,  mufl  the  poor  People  always  lay  un- 
der thofe  heavy  Burthens  ?  Muft  the  Debt  never  be 
paid  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  too  much  for  the  People  to  pay  the 
Debts,  and  raife  new  Supplies  for  a  War  the  fame 
Year ;  and  the  People  will  feel  themfelves  relieved, 
when  the  Public  makes  ufe  6f  the  Sinking  Fund,  inllead 
of  laying  new  Taxes  upon  them  ;  by  which  the  prefent 
Age  will  be  in  feme  degree  fenfible  of  a  Benefit  there- 
from: Otherwife,  this  Generation  will  not  feel  the 
Burthen  of  our  Debt  made  lighter,  becaufe  all  the  Funds, 
arc  to  continue,  and  the  whole  Weight  of  Managment 
4  thereto 
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thereto  belonging,  till  the  laft  Shilling  of  the  gre^t 
Debt  is  paid. 

'  If  the  Laws  had  ordained,  that  when  a  competent 
Sum  of  Money  had  been  paid  into  the  Exchequer^  and 
referved  from  thole  Aggregate  Sinking  Funds,  the  fame 
ihould  be  made  ufe  of  to  pay  off,  and  difcharge  foms 
o^  tlie  moft  burthenfome  Funds  or  Taxes,  which  lie 
moil:  heavy  upon  the  Poor,  and  our  Manufactures,  fuch 
as  deprive  us  of  our  Light,  and  Cleanlinefs  ;  I  mean  the 
Taxes  upon  .Soap,  Candles  and  Day-light;  then  the 
prefent  Age  v/ou!d  have  reafon  to  oppofe  any  Applica- 
tion of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  other  Ufes. 

'  It  may  be  faid,  if  you  take  this  Method,  and  dif- 
charge fome  of  the  Funds,  the  remaining  Part  of  the 
Debt  will  continue  longer  before  it  can  be  paid  oiF. 
Agreed  it  will  be  fo ;  and  it  is  much  better  for  the  pre- 
fent Age  and  Pofterity  too,  to  bear  but  Part  of  the 
Burthen,  than  for  either,  and  perhaps  both,  to  bear  the 
Weight  of  the  whole.  And  it  may  be  difputed,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  for  the  Public  Good  to  hav^  the  total 
Debt  paid  ofF,  and  difcharged,  or  to  havs  a  Remainder 
continued  at  a  low  Interefti 

'  It  has  been  faid,  that  a  Land  Tax  of  four  Shillings 
in  the  Pound  may  be  borne  by  Perfons  of  twoThoufand 
Pounds  ^i?r  Annum\  but  that  Country  Gentlemen  of 
three  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year  will  feel  fuch  a  Tax 
very  heavy,  and  be  ruined  by  it :  And  ^j^t  th^re  are 
Perfons  of  another  Defcription,  whofe  All  exceeds  not 
Forty  or  Fifty  Pounds  a  Year  ;  and  fuch  are  well  known 
and  related  to  many  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe;  how 
will  they  be  able  to  bear  thi?  Addition  of  Tax  ? 

'  If  the  Germans  and  Spaniards  were  to  advife  us 
how  to  carry  on  the  War,  they  might  reccommend 
(this  Method  now  propofed)  to  lay  additional  heavy 
Taxes  upon  the  People,  and  our  Enemies  mufl:  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  think  weihall  befoon  tired  out;  and  will  fay  we 
cannot  go  on  above  a  Year  or  two  at  this  rate.  But 
if  they  faw  we  had  provided  for  beginning  and  carrying 
on  a  War  againft  them  without  any  Addition  of  Taxes, 
they  would  then  be  diftieartened  ;  feeing  us  begin  ac 
an  Expence,  which  might  be  continued  for  a  long 
Time. 
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'  It  is  an  Abfurdity  in  Politicks,  for  us  to  lay  heavy 
Burthens  upon  the  People,  when  we  have  it  in  our 
Power  to  make  them  eafy. 

'  I  hope,  Gentlemen,  you  will  debate  this  Queftion; 
and  if  the  Means  now  offered  are  thought  fuflicient 
and  reafonable,  that  we  may  go  on  without  laying  any 
additional  Tax  upon  Lands.' 


m 
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